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Swank Carmel Set Can Lose Homes 
~— If Serving Liquor, Deeds Stipulate 


Carmel, Cal., Aug. 22. 


That swank crowd of artists, au- 
thors and actors who have picked 
this ‘nature’s garden spot’ for re- 
stricted domiciling purposes, have 
just discovered they, too, are re- 
stricted. And are they squawking. 
They've found that if they serve 
liquor to friends in their homes 
they automatically forfeit the deed 
to their property which reverts to 
the Carmel Development Co., the 
promoter of this community. 

‘Deed includes a clause that ‘the 
sale is on the express condition that 
the said purchasers, their heirs, ex- 
ecutors, administrators, tenants, 
sub-tenant, or any persons occupy- 
ing them, will not sell, exchange or 
give away intoxicating liquors of 
any kind, under the penalty that 
the property will immediately re- 
vert to the development company.’ 

Many of the deeds were trans- 
ferred prior to national prohibition 
as Carmel-by-the-Sea developers 
and residents figured that saloons 
in their midst would be ungainly to 
fook at and eyesores to the tour- 
ists who flock here. 

This local prohibition was brought 


(Continued on page 46) 


JEWISH ACTORS REBEL 
| OVER PAPER RATTLERS 


Jewish actors in New York have 
@ecided that its high time to dig- 
nify the Yiddish stage. As a first 
step they want managers to get rid 
of the candy and pop concession- 
aires who sell in the aisles of all 
Jewish theatres. 

Jewish Actors’ Union had a 
stormy meeting Thursday (18) dur- 
ing which this matter was taken up. 
Most of the members of the He- 
hrew Theatrical Managers’ Associa- 
tion belong to the actors’ union 
anyway, so the request will prob- 
ably be heeded. 

Another motion passed by the 
Yiddish actors is not being gobbled 
up by the managers, however. It 
would have the house end of re- 
eceipts of all benefit performances 
turn?d over to the Union. 








Omaha Bans Ringling 
Show; Lecal Opposition 


Omaha, Neb., Aug. 22. 

After Ringling Circus put up 
boards, etc., announcing its show- 
Ang here Aug. 29, city council unani- 
mously refused a permit to show 
here as interfering with all-star 
eircus planned by Ak-Sar-Ben, local 
scheduled for 


city Looster group, 
Sept. 15, 16 and 17. 

Council earlier in season said no 
Outside show would be permitted in 
town during the local affair, a 
rather broad term meaning Septem- 
ber, October and November, gener- 
ally, and in this case, Aug. 29. 


Ringlings might go to court to 


test the case, 


‘ 





Delay on ‘Mayor’ 





Columbia wanted to get its 
‘Night Mayor’ out pronte and 
was all set for a week at the 
Paramount, New York, but 
Publix and Columbia got to- 
gether and postponed the film 
pending the Walker hearing in 
Albany. 

Another Columbia film sub- 
stitutes. 




















Open Air Specs 
With 3,000 Cast 
A Coast Dream 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Success of Olympic games, Holly- 
wood Bowl, Greek theatre and other 
al fresco entertainment here this 
summer has several coast show- 
men, including Sid Grauman, fig- 
uring on staging outdoor spectacles 
next year. 

Those having the open air yen 
feel that mass entertainment similar 
to old-time lavish specs such as 
‘Last Days of Pompei’ is due for re- 
vival. 

Grauman’'s idea is to stage his 
spec in the 100,000 capacity Stadium 
and give the affair a Pacfic coast 
ballyhoo tying up with other coast 
cities. He would promote railroads, 
bus companies and steamship lines 
to stage excursions to L. A. during 
run of show. 

Cast would include picture names 
and 3,000 extras; also herds of ani- 
mals and other live props that lend 
themselves to publicity. 

Run of spec would not be over 10 
days and spotted <«t the height of 
vacation season. 


Democrats’ Theme Song 


Democratic Party has made its 
selection of a campaign song. It is 
‘Row, Row, Row with Roosevelt,’ 
written by Eddie Dowling and Fred 
Coots. 

For a time Governor Roosevelt's 
own selection, ‘Anchors Aweigh,’ 
seemed the choice. Tune identified 
him with the Navy and the World 
War. 

Dowling and Coots have dedicated 
the song and all its profits to the 
treasury of the campaign commit- 
tee. It will be intruduced at Sea 
Girt, N. J., next Saturday (27) when 
the Governor makes his first east- 
ern campaign appearance and, un- 
less somebdy stops him, Mr. Dowl- 
ing is very apt to sing it. 














ANALAGOUS TO 
QVER-SEATING 


—_—_— ~— 


Too Much High Power— 
Card Rates Don’t Permit 
Profitable Operation for 
Limited Community — 
Lesser Stations Foils for 
Networks?—High Watt- 
age Ballyhoo as Sales 
Arguments 


CONGESTING CHANNELS 





Clamor amcag stations %°:;vugh- 
out the country for permi‘ to build 
high-powered transmitters,  egard- 
less of whether area covered justi- 
fies the big expeditures entailed, is 
reminiscent of that phase of the 
motion picture business when they 
rushed to build 3,000 and 4,000 seat 
deluxers in communities that stood 
no chance of supporting them. 

In those days theatre building 
operations were facilitated by easy 
methods of bond financing. Today 
the national networks are there with 


(Continued on page 40) 





‘NO MARRIAGE 


PROVISO IN 
CHl RADIO 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Two weeks after signing a con- 
tract with his manager, Robert 
Kerr, including a ‘no marriage’ 
clause, Gene Austin on Aug. 16 sud- 
denly married Agnes Antiliine, non- 
pro. Kerr laughed it off and went 
along on the honeymson in Louis- 
ville, Ky., where Austin is playing 
a week for RKO. 

Austin, under contract to NBC 
Chicago, has been set for the State- 
Lake Aug. 27 as the first ‘name’ 
headliner playing that house since 
its return to vaude. Names are in- 
variably shunted to the Palace, 

That ‘no marriage’ thing for some 


(Continued on page 39) 








12 Panels—3 Names 





Who are the 12 immortals of 
the picture business? Radio 
City executives can answer the 
question only so far as three 
are concerned—the late Thomas 
Edison, Marcus Loew and 
George Eastman. 

Architects have 12 panels set 
for the City’s picture theatre, 
which will be filled by the 
likenesses of picture leaders 
before the theatre opens. 

















Radio Letouts and Idle Vaudevillians 
Grab $50-$100 Wkly. in Frisco Speaks 





Paper’s Combo Rate 





Burlington, Vt., Aug. 22. 

Burlington ‘Daily News,’ 
owner of WCAX, is endeavor- 
ing to interest advertisers in 
the combined appeal of the air 
and the printed word. 

Advertising is sold for the 
newspaper or radio alone or for 
both under a combination rate. 











Acts Pass the 
Plate at Free 
Show in Park 


Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 

Unemployed loca) vaudevillians 
needing funds have organized the 
‘Minneapolis Showmen’s Club’ and 
are putting on free vaudeville 
shows at Lake Harriet, the city’s 
leading park. Collections are taken 
and the proceeds divided among the 
members. 

Next fall and winter they will 
take their 12-act show on a tour 
of Minresota and Wisconsin towns, 
depending on voluntary collections 
in each town to carry them along. 


Ether Preview 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

Golden State Milk Co. pulls a new 
one tonight (22) with a preview of 
a forthcoming program which hits 
the ether in October over KGO and 
KFI of the NBC network. 

Dairy company invited all the 
ether reviewers to call at NBC 
headquarters, where they'll get an 
advance listen of the serial. 


Depresh Nite Clab 


Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 

The Depression Night elub has 
been opened in a large barn outside 
the city limits. There are private 
stalls for patrons. Furnishings in- 
clude kitchen chairs and tables. 

There’s a ic cover charge. Soft 
drinks are 5c; sandwiches 5c and 
10c. Dance music is previded by a 
radio. Place is doing business. 




















MEYERS RESUMES POLITICS 
Seattle, Aug. 22. 
Vic Meyers, who got the political 
yen when he ran for mayor of this 
town and gathered in bales of pub- 
licity, has set his cap for the 
lieutenant governorshir on the 
Democratic ticket. He has four or 
five opponents at the primary elec- 
tion, 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

Flock of letouts in radio and 
+ shutdown of stage shows has forced 
many performers into the speak- 
easies, with numerous singers, en- 
tertainers and musicians doing 
their stints in front of bars and 
tables irstead of footlights or the 
microphone. 

It is a large, and sometimes, 
lucrative field to work. Whisper- 
lows, more plentiful here than else- 
where in the west, offer employ- 
ment to approximately 200 pros 
many of whom, up to a few months 
ago, were on transcontinental and 
coastwise hookups or treading the 
boards in ace theatres. 

And in some cases money is bet- 
ter than that in legitimate branches 
of show biz. When the tips are 
heavy singers often knock down as 
high as 100 bucks weekly, but the 
average is 50. 

There are several w. k. pros war- 
bling for tips in local spots and 
among the musicians are ex-leaders 
and m. c.’s, 

To count the professionals who’ve 
gone in for bootlegging would be 
getting into big figures. But there 
are plenty of ’em, most prominent 
ones being an ex-song plugger, an 
ex-radio singer and a former vaude 
comic, 


ZION CITY WOULD MAKE 
AMENDS AND PLUG FIGS 


Zion City, Aug. 22. 


Zion City, the religious colony 
near Chicago, would like to put one 
of its products, a fig bar, on the 
Windy City market. But it faces a 
problem peculiar in merchandizing. 
Anybody and anything from Zion 
City is apt to be unpopular in Chi- 
cago because Chicagoans driving 
through this town have been fined 
for speeding, smoking, swearing, 
flirting or looking too prosperous. 

Aware of this unpopularity the 
Zion City hierarchy, vested in Wil- 
bur Glenn Voliva, the ‘overseer,’ 
has been considering going on the 
air to build good will in the Chi- 
cago market. Zion City has its own 
5,000-watt station, WCBD, but does 
not carry commercial programs and 
couldn’t consistently mix religion 
with fig bars. 

However, radio and advertising 
people who have discussed the pos- 
sibility of building a program for 
Chicago have had all their ideas 
vetoed by Zion City as too frivolous, 
secular or smacking of sin. Zion 
City wants to go on the radio and 
sell its fig bar, as it does its brand 
of religion, by shouting, thundering 
and converting by sheer strength of 
lung and zeal of purpose. 

The fig bar in other sections is 
| popular and has been a rich source 
of revenue to the religious colony. 
Over 1,000,000 fig bars a day are 
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Par Clansihis Stars-Budgets; 


Average Programmers at $200,000 
And $600,000 for Top Names’ Films 


Paramount production has under- 
gone almost complete change via 
Sam Katz’s supervision. New plans 
call for Par to produce only two 
classes of film, cost of which is be- 
ing graded according to the stars in 
the cast. Films are tagged as either 
outstanders or just programers be- 
fore they go into work. 

Programers, which comprise the 
majority, are fixed to run within a 
$200,000 budget wherever possible. 
Outstanders will be allowed to run 
as hizh as $600,000 or even $800,000 
in cost. These are chiefly Chevalier 
and Dietrich pictures, which, be- 
cause of their world-wide distribu- 
tion value, permit a heavier produc- 
tion budget. 

This plan comes by way of Par’s 
survey of the theatre market, which 
has evidently indicated to Par 
heads that there is no such thing as 
an ‘intermediate’ appeal between 
these two classes. A star is an out- 
standing appealer or a programer. 
There is no other register of values, 
it is deemed. 

Classifications 

In Par’s first class, besides Mau- 
rice Chevalier and Marlene Dietrich, 
come Harold Lloyd and the Marx 
Brothers. In the Lloyd case, Par, 
however, has- no production juris- 
diction, as Lloyd produces independ- 
ently for release through Par. 

The recently completed Lloyd 
film, ‘Movie Crazy,’ is the first Par 
has received from Lloyd in over two 
years. While it is unlikely that he 
will make another film this season, 
Par hopes that arrangements can 
be made for one early next year at 
the latest. 





Marie Dressler Back 
For ‘Prosperity’ Retakes 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Marie Dressler returns to the 
Metro lot tomorrow (Tuesday) after 
an eight weeks’ absence. She will do 
retakes on ‘Prosperity,’ Sam Wood 
directing. 

Miss Dressler is none too strong 
and will only work two or three 
hours daily. 





Dorothy Gulliver Broke 
Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Petition in bankruptcy filed in 
U. S. District Court by Dorothy 
Gulliver, screen actress, lists lia- 
bilities of $1,446 and clothing valued 
at $100 as only assets. 

Largest debts are a $500 note to 
William Seiter, which the actress 
signed with her husband, C. W. De 
Vito, and $350 in commissions owed 
Ruth Collier. 





TUTTLE’S TRIP 


As soon as he completes shoot- 
ing sequences of Paramount's ‘Big 
Broadcast’ in the east Frank Tuttle 
leaves for Europe. Tuttle got in 
from the Coast last week. 

Work at the Astoria studio is 
expected to be completed before the 
month is over. 
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Fan Mail Increase 





Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Despite three cent postage, 
Radio Pictures studio reports 
an average increase of 20% 
in fan mail for its celebs dur- 
ing the past four weeks. 

Execs attribute it to the 
NBC-Radio weekly program, 





‘Hollywood on the Air.’ 


NORMA-GEORGIE’S QUICK 
RETURN TO N. Y. PAR 


George Jessel and Norma Tal- 
madge, at $11,000 a week for the 
two, return to the Paramount, New 
York, this Friday (26) after their 
current week at the Brooklyn Par. 
This is the second time Publix has 
pulled such a quick return with 
Jessel. 

The twain have two more weeks 
for Publix, Boston and _ Buffalo. 
Loew’s made them a six weeks’ offer 
but couldn’t get together on money. 
At the N. Y. Par, Jessel and Miss 
Talmadge upped the take to $64,500 
last week. In Brooklyn currently 
they’re headed for another big fig- 
ure, ai.d may reach $650,000. 














U Ices ‘Boy’s’ $60,000, 


Hunt for Lead Continues 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

With $60,000 already involved in 
the production, Universal has been 
forced to cease work on ‘Laughing 
Boy’ until a suitable male lead can 
be found. Zita Johann, contracted 
for the picture, will he used in other 
assignments or farmed out. 
Picture is scheduied to cost about 
$400,000 with Universal having been 
making an intensive search for a 
boy. 





KELLER ASKS PROBATION 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Application for probation, and a 
stay of execution of his prison sen- 
tence, were filed here by Roger 
Marchetti, attorney for Al S. Kel- 
ler, formerly business manager for 
film people, who had been convicted 
of forging Lupe Velez’s name to 
checks. 
Keller is at liberty on his original 
bond. Miss Velez recommended Kel- 
ler’s discharge. 





STAGG’S QUICK PASS 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Faster than one of his football 
passes was the acting career of 
Alonzo Stagg, veteran University 
of Chicago coach. He was brought 
here by Fox for football sequences 
of ‘Rackety Rax.’ 

Stage’s acting career lasted one 
day and he appears in only one se- 
quence. He returned to Chicago 
Saturday (20). 





RIFLE ZEPPO’S APT. 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Burglars broke into the apart- 
ment of Zeppo Marx last night 
while the family was at Malibu, and 
got away with $5,000 in jewelry and 
clothes covered by insurance. 

This is the second robbery in a 
month at the apartment house. 
Carmel Myers was also held up 
there. 





RADIO ASSIGNS TUCHOK 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Wanda Tuchok, writer, on leave 
of absence, spent in Mexico, re- 
turns to Radio. 

Has been assigned to a rewrite 
job on ‘Little Orphan Annie,’ pro- 
duction of which gees over to Sept. 
ke 


ACCEPT BINYON’S FIRST 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Paramount has accepted Claude 











Vaude House Reviews.... 3 








| Binyon's first story, ‘Gambling 

| Ship,’ adapted from a serial by 

|} Paul Cain. 

| Frances Faragoh is assigned to 
~ \the screen treatment. 

















WILL MAHONEY 
This Week Uptown, Chicago 
The San Francisco “Chronicle 


said: “The audience at Fox's yes- 
terday took Will Mahonev to its 
heart. They laughed at him and 


with him, they applauded him, they 
cheered him. His bag-punching tap 
dance is a marvel of perfect timing. 
His Mahoney-phone is the last 
word. He certainly made an un- 
mistakable smash hit with yester- 
days’ audience.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 


Biz Bureau Probes 
Demonstrations on 


How Films Are Made 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
Under investigation are activities 
of Associated and International stu- 
dios where, according to complaints 
filed with Better Business Bureau, 


a new lure for prospective investors 
is being tried. 

Idea is throwing open of these 
studios at a price to the public and 
‘revealing’ the ‘mysteries’ of picture 
production. 

Investigation by BBB reveals that, 
while actors are put through their 
paces filmless cameras are used 
with nc mention of this unless di- 
rect questions are asked. 

BBB’s investigation of Associated 
was prompted by the inquiry of a 
Fred Meyers. Latter reported he 
had answered an ad offering an in- 
terest in picture production. At 
Associated, Meyers was asked to 
invest $1,000, but later $600 in in- 
stallments was agreed upon. He 
charges he was told that revenue 
would be derived from sale of 
tickets to the studio, and that in 
order to cut expenses there would 
be no film in the cameras. 

At’ International a similar plan 
is in vogue. Tickets are sold at 
65 cents with added lure for pa- 
tronage in announcement that part 
of proceeds go to the unemployed. 
Stunt purports to reveal actual film- 
ing of what is advertised as “1932's 
greatest production, ‘Hollywood 
Scandals.” 

Studio announcements state it has 
‘suspended the film industry’s his- 
toric policy excluding public from 
studios,’ and is making it possible 
for out-of-towners, as well as locals, 
to see picture in actual production. 
Virginia Carroll is advertised as the 
star. 














NORTH-HARRIS OUT 


Fox Drops Asso. Producers—Kandel, 
Venturini Also Depart 








Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Bobby North and Robert Harris 
are out as associate producers at 
Fox. Harris was to have produced 
a Wall Street story with an original 
treatment by Aben Kandel and di- 
rected by Ben Venturini. But yarn 
has been abandoned and Kandel and 
Venturini are out too. 

Harris will make independent pic- 
tures. 

North, formerly assistant to Al 
Rockett, has been with Fox six 
months coming over from WB-FN. 


Film New Acts 


Following picture players 
who are making personal stage 
appearances are. reviewed in 
this issue, under New Acts, on 
page 31. 

Thelma White-Bobby Agnew 
Claude Allister 




















Fox Campaign for Perfect Speech 3 
Includes New Staff of 8 Diction Men 





Checkmated 





Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Arriving at Metro Moss Hart 
was given a script to ‘improve.’ 
He threw it back as worthless. 
A second script given him he 
considered worse than the first. 

Then followed a_ routine 
something like this: ‘Mr. Hart, 
we want to make you happy. 
We will give you a script that 
will be a delight to work on.’ 
He was handed back the first 
script. 











SPLIT ADVOCATED FOR 
DUAL WRITERS’ BODY 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Probability that the Screen 
Writers’ Guild and Writers’ Club 
will divorce themselves to operate 
as two distinct units. At present 
there is a two way affiliation. 

Both directorial boards of the 
combined organization favor the 
split which will be submitted to 


the full membership of each body 
for ratification, 

At present, membership in the 
Guild, screen branch of the Authors’ 
League of America, carries mem- 
bership in the Writers’ Club, pri- 
marily a social organization which 
has on its roster other than screen 
writers. 

Back of the split intent is a mer- 
cenary interest by the Guild to 
strengthen its position by relieving 
members of paying dues to the 
Writers’ Club. With a lowered 
tariff the Guild will appeal to more 
scenarists for affiliation. 

Wampas, p. a. organization, also 
carries membership in the Writers’ 
Club on a similar setup. 








WB Wants Eleanor Holm 


As Its Femme Tarzan 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Warners has signed Eleanor 
Holm, Olympic swim champ. Hiss 
Holm-is the girl Fox had in mind 
some time ago for its ‘Fox Movie- 
tone Girl’ on the newsreel. 
The WB hunch for the femme 
backstroke queen is a Tarzan with 
reverse gender, making Miss Holm 
the wild one of the jungle. 





Muni’s Delayed Trip 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Paul Muni will delay his depart- 
ure east until the last minute. In 
fact, he’ll have to fly to make the 
reopening of ‘Counselor At Law’ on 
Broadway. He has timed it so that 
he arrives in New York the Satur- 
day before the Monday opening. 
That takes place the middle of next 
month. 

Prolongation of his WB picture 
is keeping Muni here, 





SAILINGS 


Sept. 10 (Paris to New York), Rita 
Weiman, Maurice Marks (Lafay- 
ette). 

Sept. 1 (Paris to New York), J. 
H. Seidelman, John W. Hicks Jr. 
(Europa). 

Aug. 31 (New York to Paris) S. 
Aaron Shain (Aquitania). 

Aug. 27 (New York to Paris), 
Rouber. Mamoulian (Ile de France). 
Aug. 26 (New York to Paris) Lu- 
pita Tovar (Deutschland). 


Aug. 24 (London to New 
Chester Hale (Olympic). 
Aug. 22 (New York to London), 
Sinclair Lewis, Dorothy Thompson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Menjou, Rod 
LaRoque, Edgar B. Hatrick, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edmund Goulding, Frank Buck 
(Europa). 

Aug. 22 (London to New York), 
Maurice Ostrer, William Gell 
(Bremen). 

Aug. 20 (London to New York), 
Sam Morris, Gus Schlesinger, David 
Goldenberg (Leviathan). 

Aug. 19 (London to New York) 
Jack Collier (American Merchant). 

Aug. 18 (New York to London) 
Carlos Israels (Berengaria). 

Aug. 17 (London to New York) 
Mrs. Jack Curtis (Ile de France). 
Aug. 16 (Paris to New York), 


York) 





Pauline Garon (Ile de France), 
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Hollywood, Aug. 22, 

For the purpose of obtaining full 
value and best results in the read. 
ing of lines by its players, Fox has 
established a mandatory policy of 
greater preparedness and rehearsal 
of speech through employment of 
eight diction men. This staff will 
be assigned to all productions from 


time of script preparation until pice 
tures are completed. They will 
coach and rehearse the players in 
their lines. 


English-speaking countries. 
revealed criticisms of delivery and 


was pointed out, had reflected itself 
in theatre receipts by a gradual de- 
crease and which, exhibitors felt, 
was one of the contributing ele- 
ments to poor business. 

Sheehan feels that all production 
effort can go to waste if the studio 
doesn’t reproduce on the sound 
track the best possible reading of 
lines to bring out the story points 
and the proper spirit and character 
of the narrative. 


Brought from Speaking Stage 


To insure the-wants in this direce 
tion Edward Curtis, Paul Porter, 
George | Hadden, Dan Jarrett, 
Charles Wilson, Michael Markam, 
George Wright, jr. and Semist 
Esler will function as the dialog 
and rehearsal men, all being recruits 
from the speaking stage. They are 
under weekly contract to the com- 
pany and are to be assigned to aid 
all associate producers and direc- 
tors. 

They will be present when @ 
script is read to directors by au-< 
thors, and will carry out the direc- 
tor’s instructions regarding story 
points, etc. They also are to make 
picture and sound tests of speeches 
and readings, and rehearse the play< 
ers in memorizing and reading their 
‘sides.’ 

Further, these dialog 
to the directors any. errors in 
speech and submit suggestions 
for correction. Jack Gain of the 
casting department will also assign 
these dialog men to coach the young 
stock players as well as to make 
geneial speech tests. 


Directors Still Responsible 


Diction group will also be assigned 
to Julian Johnson, head of the sce- 
nario department, to aid in story 
ideas and treatment. Some, who are 
actors, will be utilized before the 
camera as well. 

Directors, however, will exercise 
full control and authority, and will 
be held responsible for the finished 
picture. But under no circumstances 
can they have any dialog men as 
aids unless they are from the eight 
under contract at the studio. 





W-W Probably Releasing 
Fay’s Delayed Flicker 


World-Wide will probably dis< 
tribute Frank Fay’s ‘Fool's Advice.’ 
Picture was made a year or moré 
ago and has been on the shelf pend<« 
ing distribution arrangements. 

Joe Brandt, head of W-W, was 
due to decide yestercGay afternoon 
(Monday). 





‘Destroyer’ as Special 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Dialog and adaptation assignment 
on Columbia’s ‘Destroyer,’ slated td 
go out as a special, goes to Max 
Miller, San Diego reporter, who 
wrote ‘I Cover the Waterfront.’ Mile 
ler has made several battle practicé 
trips with the Pacific fleet. 
Frank Capra will direct but only 
Jack Holt named for cast so far. 





KRIM’S PAR ORIGINALS ! 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Milton Krim whose novel, ‘Duddé 
Ranch,’ was bought by Paramount, 
has been engaged by that company 
to write originals. 
Studio also interested in his 
‘Sounds of Mourning,’ set for fall 
publication. 





Kadell Connects 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Carleton Kadell, of New York, 
legit, put under a term contract by 





Universal. 


W. R. Sheehan is said to have had. 
an analytical survey .made in alt - 
Thig 


recital of speech in dialog, which, it. 


men will 
review the daily rushes and report. 
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133 FILM NAMES HAVE B. 0. 





Cagney Sees. 
Warner Out, 
May Produce 


_' James Cagney, Warners recalci- 
frant player, fortified with a legal 
anterpretation that he is now a free- 
agent, is en route to the coast to 
wind up his affairs there. He wiil 


produce films independently. 

Cagney has also had_= several 
Broadway legit offers, including one 
from Billy Rose for ‘The Great 
Magoo,’ a new play by Ben Hecht 
and Gene Fowler. 

Cagney found that while his old 
WB contract provided for an exten- 
sion of his ticket, in the event of a 
layoff or other cause, the new con- 
tract, or when his salary was in- 
creased following his first walk out, 
carried no such proviso. The old 
‘contracts had been drawn for WB 
‘by Preston & Feil, contract experts. 
It was under this covenant that 
Cagney received up to $550 in semi- 
annual increases. 

When he walked out the first time 
‘a new deal was made at $1,400 as a 
compromise on the $2,500 he asked. 
‘When the player walked the second 
time WB allowed him to keep right 
on walking and issued pronuncia- 
mentos that so long as Cagney is off 
the WB lot so long will his contract 
be extended. 

Actor now believes that conten- 
tion don’t go and that this clause, 
valid in the initial contract, was 
s0mehow absent from the new deal. 

When Cagney reaches the Coast 
on Friday of this week he will phone 
his original Broadway agent, Billy 
Grady, who handled him when in 
legit before he clicked in pictures, 
rega:ding a new indie film produc- 
ing arrangement, 

Cagney can make three pictures 
independently under a setup that’s 
practically certain. He can’t go 
to any of the major studios because 
of the pr. lucer association's gen- 
eral agreement. 





Colleen Moore-Haines in 
‘Agent,’ Derr Supervising 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

After finishing his script on ‘Press 
Agent’ for Metro, Nat Dorfman took 
a train for New York yesterday 
(Sunday). He will work on his play, 
‘Scarlet Parade,’ and on ‘Clowns in 
Clover’ for Lew Leslie. 

Colleen Moore and William Haines 
will be co-starred in ‘Press Agent’ 
with Sam Wood directing under su- 
pervision of E. B. Derr. It will be 
Derr's first supervisorial job for 
M-G. 





Constance Cummings for 
Par’s Nancy Carroll Part 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Constance Cummings, borrowed 
from Columbia, goes into Para- 
mount’s ‘Night After Night’ with 
Mae West. It’s the part originally 
intended for Nancy Carroll. 

Miss Carroll has been switched to 
Hot Saturday.’ Edward Woods also 
‘goes :ntc. this picture. 





BUCK TO ENGLAND 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 
Buck was paged by long 
phone from New York 
the local Orpheum last 

hopped out of here 
(18). Wife and Jimmie 
p.a., accompanied. 

Buck sails for Lond, from New 
York for more personals with his 
film, ‘Bring 'Em Back Alive.’ 


Frank 
distance 
while at 
week and 
Thursday 
Ashcraft, 





LOMBARD FOR ‘MATCH KING’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Looks as if Carole Lombard will 
head the fermme players in Warners’ 
‘Match Kins.’ Film is due to go 
into work next Monday (29). 

This i: the picture on which WB 
announ 1 it 
Garbo. L e- is 


now in Sweden. 


—4 





wes negotiating with | 
‘Saturday (20). 
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Caviar to Herring 





Irving Fineman, novelist, 
would rather be a literary guy 
in Bennington, Vt., than a 
prosperous hack in Hollywood. 

After 10 weeks on Metro’s 
staff at a fancy salary, he 
takes the chair of American 
Literature at the new Ben- 
nington College. In Vermont 
teachers are paid in maple 
syrup.—From ‘Variety's’ Holly- 
wood Bulletin. 


RUBY KEELER GOES WB, 
HAS LEAD IN ‘42D ST.’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Ruby Keeler hops into a lead 
role in what amounts to her first 
real full length screen assignment. 
Its for Warners’ ‘42nd Street.’ 

Contract closed by the_ studio 
with Miss Keeler (Mrs. Al Jolson) 
carries the usual optional agree- 
ments but :t is the studio’s inten- 
tion to bu ld her into a star. 

Miss Keeler’s professional return 
is with the full permission of her 
husband. She has neither appeared 
on the stage or the screen since! 
her marriage, three or four years 
ago. 

Script is an unproduced play by 
Bradford Ropes. It will get a mu- 
sical treatment. 

Author is on his way here from 
New York on a termer with the 
first assignment an adaptation of 
his own story. After that, originals. 


MG’s White ‘Lulu Belle’ 
No Go with Will Hays 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


Metro's endeavor to overcome 
Hays office ban on ‘Lulu Belle,’ by 
using Jean Harlow in the titular 
part, but with the character white, 
proved no go. 

Studio argument was that in hav- 
ing a white Lulu, miscegenation 
angle would be avoided. Will Hays, 
who handled the matter personally, 
advised otherwise. 

This is third time Metro has tried 
to get a Hays okay for the play. 


Extra Work Still Up 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Extra work continued to be very 
active during the past week, 6,175 
checks being issued during that 
time. This is about 300 fewer than 
the previous stanza, the highest for 
the season. 
Biggest set was at Radio, where 
287 Negroes were used in an Afr:can 
village scene for ‘Eighth Wonder.’ 



































Col. Gets Blame from 
M-G on Asther Miss-Out 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


Columbia and Metro are pouting 
at each «ther. M-G claims Colum- 
bia worked Nils Asther 18 hours 
daily for the last five days of ‘Bit- 
ter Tea of Genera. Yen,’ and there- 
by made it impossible for Metro to 
loan him to Radio for ‘Secrets of 
the French Police.’ Ricardo Cor- 
tez probably will be the replace- 
ment. 

During production of ‘Yen,’ Asther 
was out of the picture for two days, 
due to eye trouble caused by make- 
up. 





Muriel Kirkland-Metro 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Muriel Kirkland, who appeared in 
the play ‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ is 
here on a three months’ optional 
contract for Metro without assign- 
ment. 

Trip follows a 
test by M-G. 





New York screen 


——_--—_— 


VERA REYNOLDS’ COMEBACK 
Hollywood, Aur. 22. 
Reynolds is seeking 
a screen comeback. 
sereen 


Vera to | 


make 
Fox gave her a 


test last | 


| the chart comments: 


‘and 


FRANKLIN RATES 
ACTORS BY BIZ 


Survey by Theatre Operator 
‘on Picture Names’ Box- 
office Values—From Cir- 
cuit Viewpoint —Garbo 
and Chevalier Top List— 
Graded from ‘AA’ to ‘H’ 








$ AND C. CHART 





Harold B. Franklin, a firm be- 
liever in what the marquee of a 
theatre can sell with electric bulbs, 
has compiled a survey of picture 


names whom he deems mean some- 
thing at the major boxoffices. His 
dollar and cents chart of screen 
personalities, and receipts for which 
they are believed responsible, lists 
133 names as bearing more or less 
b. o. weight. 

Status of the stars and featured 
players as gauged by Franklin is 
from a circuit viewpoint. It is 
based on boxoffice reaction in cir- 
cuit theatres on and between both 
coasts, as witnessed by Franklin as 
the present theatre operator of RKO 
and formerly with Fox-West Coast, 
and prior to that Paramount-Pub- 
lix. 

Chevalier and Garbo are the two 
biggest money makers as gauged 
by Franklin. They are in the ‘AA’ 
class while the vast majority of the 
131 others are graded down from 
‘A’ to ‘H.” Paramount and Metro 
are the only companies possessed 


of ‘AA’ stars according to the 
chart with the aforementioned 
pair. 

Warners - First National and 


United Artists are the only pro- 
ducers starting with grade ‘A’ stars, 
one each. They are George Arliss 
and Ronald Coleman respectively. 
Radio Pictures and Fox are the 
only majors commencing with ‘BB’ 
names. Into this class Will Rogers 
and Janet Gaynor (FN) are placed, 
while Constance Bennett, Ann Hard- 
ing and Richard Dix are tabbed for 
RKO. Concerning the latter three, 
the Franklin survey makes the 
observation that they will rate ‘A’ 
‘if subsequent pictures are of a 
consistent quality standard.’ 


Boost for Elissa 


Although Elissa Landi is now 
rated class ‘C’ with Fox, the chart 
comments that ‘under the Fox pro- 
gram, with some good pictures, she 
should go to a topnotch position.’ 

Columbia starts with class ‘C,’ in 
which Barbara Stanwyck is the 
only one so rated. Universal hits 
the lowest commencing figure, ‘D,’ 
with Lew Ayres. 

With 32 names Metro takes a 
narrow lead, having only’ three 
more than Paramount. 

The Metro line-up after Garbo, has 
in the ‘A’ grading: Joan Crawford, 
Norma Shearer, Marie Dressler, 
Wallace Beery, and Clark Gable. Un- 
der ‘B,’ in the order named by the 
chart, are: John and Lionel Barry- 
more, Marion Davies, Robert Mont- 
gomery, Jackie Cooper, Ramon No- 
varro. Under ‘CC,’ Helen Hayes 
singles, while listed for ‘C’ are Law- 
rence Tibbett, William Haines, Lewis 
Stone. ‘D,’ Polly Moran, Adolph 
Menjou, Jimmie Durante; ‘F,’ Anita 
Page, Cliff Lewis, Reginald Denny: 
‘G,’ Charlotte Greenwood, Estelle 
Taylor, Marjorie Rambeau, Neii 
Hamilton, Roland Young; ‘H,’ Ern- 
est Torrence, Dorothy Jordan, Jean 


Hersholt, Leila Hyams, Madge 
Evans. 

Franklin’s Paramount line-up, 
following the Chevalier lead, has 
| listed under ‘A,’ Marlene Dietrich, 
| Harold Lloyd and the Marx 
Brothers. Frederic March gets the 
'only Par ‘BB’ rating. About him 


‘Recent work 
entitles him to this high rating, 
Miriam Hopkins will probably 
go to ‘BB’ before the new season is 
over, should her forthceming ve- 
hicles measure up to recent stand- 
ards.” Miss Hopkins, however, is 
graded as ‘CC’ at present, directly 
after Gary Cooper who is the only 
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Only Cookies for New Kid ‘Actors 
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As High Salary Dreams Evaporate 





Normalcy 





> 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

A 15-minute parade of 300 
players and staff, working in 
‘Sign of the Cross,’ entered the 
Paramount lunch room on the 
first day of production. Trail- 
ing the group was Cecil D. 
DeMille, the picture's director. 

‘Well, the picture business is 
back to normal,’ proclaimed a 
wag. 











Paramount name in the ‘B’ classi- 
fication. 

Of the others in their order for 
Par, Paul Lukas is ‘C,’ while ‘D’ in- 
cludes Jack Oakie, George Ban- 
croft, Clive Brook, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, Lilyan Tashman, Edmund 
Lowe, Tallulah Bankhead, Sylvia 
Sidney; ‘E” has Phillipps Holmes, 
Nancy Carroll, Richard Arlen, War- 
ner Oland, Stuart Erwin, Jackie 
Coogan, .Robert Coogan, Claudette 


Colbert; ‘F,’ June Collyer; ‘G,’ 
Skeets Gallagher; ‘H,’ Charlie 
Ruggles, Carol Lombard, Mitzi 
Green. 
WB’s 6 ‘B’s’ 

Warner-First National chronol- 
ogy of names, following Arliss, 
reads: ‘B,’ William Powell, Richard 


Barthelmess, James Cagney, Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, Joe E. Brown, 
Ruth Chatterton; ‘C,’ Kay Francis; 
‘D,’ Joan Blondell, Loretta Young; 
‘E,’ Walter Huston; ‘F,’ Chic Sale, 
Noah Beery, Marian Marsh; ‘G,’ 
Dorothy Mackaill; ‘H,’ Loen Janney, 
Ben Lyon, H. B. Warner, Claudia 
Dell, Evalyn Knapp. 

United Artists, following Cole- 
man’s ‘A,’ runs with Eddie Cantor 
‘BB,’ Norma Talmadge ‘C,’ and the 
following for ‘B’: Gloria Swanson, 
Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks, 
Al Jolson, Charles Chaplin. 


Radio, following its previously 
mentioned leaders, mentions John 
and Lionel Barrymore, because it 
has borrowed them for several pic- 
tures, in the ‘B’ class. Robert 
Woolsey is also listed as a ‘B.’ 
Irene Dunne, alone with a ‘C’ rating 
.a this group, merits the following 
chart comment: ‘Work in ‘Back 
Street’ should materially increase 
her prestige.’ 

Other Radio classifications in- 
clude: ‘D,’ Helen Twelvetrees, Edna 
May Oliver, Dolores Del Rio; ‘E,’ 
Ricardo Cortez, Joel McCrea; ‘F,’ 
Robert Armstrong, Ken Murray; 
‘G,’ Roscoe Ates; ‘H,’ Joseph Caw- 
thorn, Lowell Sherman. 

Fox, following the Gaynor- Rogers 
classification, finds Warner Baxter, 
Charles Farrell and James Dunn in 
a ‘CC’ niche. Other Fox ratings 
are: ‘D,’ George O’Brien, Marian 
Nixon; ‘E,’ Sally Eilers, Joan Ben- 
nett; ‘F,’ El Brendel; ‘H,’ Frank 
Albertson, William Collier, Sr., 
Minna Gombel. 

Columbia has three other names, 
according to the chart, with Jack 
Holt in ‘D’ and Virginia Valli and 
Ralph Graves pegged un:er ‘H.’ 

Universal has Mae Clarke, Rose 
Hobart, Genevieve Tobin and John 
Boles under ‘E’; John Mack Brown 
is credited as a ‘G’ and Charles 
Bickford, Boris Karloff and Ken 
Maynard are checked off under ‘H.’ 





FN Tagged $15,000 
In Auto Injury Case 


Hollywood, Aug. 22, 

First National lost a damage 
suit in Superior Court when Dale 
E. Craik, 19, was awarded $15,000 
for injuries suffered in an auto col- 
lision with an FN sedan. 30y had 
sued, through his mother, for $151,- 
761, saying he lost the sight of an 
eye, his sense of smell and taste 
and sustained a fractured skull. 

Pink and Mulroney, attorneys for 








Craik, get $5,000 of the total. 
M2S. COHAN ILL 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Mrs. George M. Cohan is in the} 
Hollywood Hospital being treated | 
for kidney trouble. 
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Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 


Contracts now given young talent 
by producers do not contain sub- 
stantial salary boosts at option 
time, nor initi:.] wages of impor- 
tance as previously. This is accord- 
ing to legal papers submitted in 
court for approval on minors’ agree- 
ments. 

Where $50 a week was bottom a 
year ago, and unusual at that, many 
new documents start off at $35. Re- 
cent exception was the contract be- 


tween Junior Durkin and King 
Pictures. Youngster, established in 
films, started at $300, with scale 


graduating to $1,000 a week if all 


options are exercised. 

Otherwise, the young players, 
girls primarily, are assured of a 
small but’ steady ticket with 
chances for advancement only 


slightly better than that of a smart 
secretary or shipping clerk. 

Contract between Mae Green 
(Jean Parker, professionally) and 
Metro starts her off at $35 a week 
with 40 weeks yearly guaranteed. 
After seven years, unless options 
are dropped, she will receive $120 
weekly. Now 17, the girl will be 24 
when she draws the latter amount, 
or a year ‘round average of $92 
weekly if she gets only the guaran- 
teed 40 weeks. 

Option terms provide $50 for the 
second six months, $75 the second 
year, $82.50; third, $90.75, fourth; 
$99.83, iifth, and $109.81 the sixth, 


CHAPLIN PREPARES TO 
KEEP BOYS OFF SCREEN 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

With Fox expected to obtain court 
approval of its contract with Sid- 
ney and Charles Chaplin, Jr., this 
week, Lord Wright, attorney for 
Charles Chaplin, Sr., will contest 
affirmation. Grounds will be that 
Chaplin, as father of the children, 
does not ‘vant to bring his boys up 
as actors and that the entire scheme 
in engaging them is to exploit his 
name. In case no contract approval 
is forthcoming, but that the pic- 
ture goes into production, Chaplin 
will then bring legal action to en- 
join the use of his children on the 
same contentions. 


Carrillo to London 


Honolulu, Aug. 22. 
Leo Carillo, who closed at the 
Liberty here after a biz three weeks’ 
business, opening with ‘Lombardi, 
Ltd.,’ then ‘The Bad Man’ and clos- 
ing with ‘Gypsy Jim,’ is going to 
London Oct. 1. 
He will do 
Prince of Wales. 
Dufwin Players are going to re- 
main another 10 weeks here. Her- 
bert Seeman to sponsor and gen- 
eral manage. Gladys George and 
Ben Erway, leads, will be replaced. 














‘Lombardi’ at the 





Rogers-Hart Doing a 
Rover Boys on 2 Films 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Rogers and Hart have been called 
back to Paramount from United 
Artists where they were writing 
songs for Al Jolson’s ‘The New 
Yorker.’ They will supervise record- 
ing of their numbers in ‘The Phane 
tom President,’ George Cohan pic- 
ture, ' 

On completion, they return to UA 
to continue on the Jolson film. 





PAULINE GARON’S VISIT 
Pauline Garon is due in New York 
today (Tuesday) from Paris. 





Abroad some time, she made a 
couple of French pictures for Par- 
amount in Joinville while there, 
Present trip is to visit her mother 
in California, thence a quick return 
to Europe. 

Miss Garon may go Ufa anc ig 
also talking over a Fox quota fitm 
lto be made in London. 
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Crafts Demand 8-Hr. Day, Minimum 
Wage For 11 Locals, As Producers 


Study Studio 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

In the midst of negotiations with 
union officials to put into effect a 
stagger plan of employment to 
spread work among the jobless 11 
locals, affiliated with the Federated 
Motion Picture crafts, served notice 
on producers of the establishment, 
Aug. 29, of minimum wage scales 
for the 18 crafts involved and de- 
mands for an eight-hour day. 

While the wage scales submitted 
do not materially change the aver- 
age now paid, the insistence for an 
eight-hour day and time and time 
and a half for overtime would, if 
accepted, set a precedent for these 
crafts most of which are engaged 
on a day rate basis with no hour 





+ 


Stagger Proposal 


Harris Loses $9,000 
Action Aganist Radio 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Charles Harris, legit manager, 
who brought suit against Radio for 
fulfillment of a verbal contract that 
he alleged would have netted him 
$9,000, lost the action. Superior 
Judge Green returned a verdict in 
favor of the studio, declaring he 
failed to find evidence of the con- 
tract. 
Harris claimed he had been en- 
gaged for 40 weeks to produce stage 
plays at the local Mason theatre 
for Radio. Only one play was put 
on, With Harris working four weeks 
at $250 a week. He sued for the 





limit considered. 

Unions involved in the new de- 
mands, none of which are partici- 
pants in the IATSE basic studio 
agreement, are: Scenic artists, as- 
sistant directors and script clerks. 
transportation drivers, machinists, 
painters, costumers, plumbers and 
steamfitters, operating engineers. 
upheisterers and carpet layers, 
aerop!ane pilots, utility workers and 
plasterers, and cement finishers. 

Producers Mark Time 

Producers, both members of the 
Hays organization and independ- 
ents, have adopted a waiting policy 
on the issue, in order to first settle 
the stagger plan, in keeping with 
Pres. FE oover’s suggestion. 

Several meetings were held the 
past few days between studio busi- 
ness managers and heads of the 
unions to evolve the best plan of 
staggering employment, so as to 
meet the peculiar conditions in- 
volved in picture production. Others 
are set for this week with little 
likelihood of the work-spreading 
arrangement becoming effective for 
at least a month. 

None of the union heads are man- 
ifesting opposition to the stagger 
method, although there is some op- 
position among the rank and file 
which will have to act on the mat- 
ter at union gatherings before the 
system can go in. 

Four-Day Week Favored 


Producers favor the four-day-a- 
week plan, allowing two days work 
per man to go to the unemployed. 
But some labor groups, such as 
cameramen and soundmen, are fa- 
voring a system whereby a worker 
can be kept on a picture from start 
to finish on the theory that it is 
sounder economically and efficiently 
not to change during production. 
Producers agree on this but just 
how the work sharing can be ac- 
complished in this respect is still 
a problem. 

For some crafts a plan is under 
discussion which would allow six 
hours work daily for regulars and 
additivnal hours for those not now 
working. Yet another plan is to 
limit all workers to 48 hours a week. 
the workers being automatically 
relieved by another when that time 
has been completed. 


O'KEEFE HEADING FOX 
REVAMPED MUSIC DEPT. 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

With a heavy campaign to mu- 
sicalize future Fox pictures, that 
studio’s tune department has been 
reorganized and will be operated 
under the genera! business admin- 
istration of James O’Keefe. 

Department has been broken up 
into five different groups, music 
composition and songwriting, scor- 
ing, recording, synchronization and 
the staging of dance numbers and 
ensembles. 

Louis De Francisco has been ap- 
pointed general musical director, 
with composition of music, writing 


balance, but by terms of the deci- 
sion must pay Radio’s costs, 


BELATEDLY CH 
MAYOR BANS 
GANG FILM 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 
Mayor Anton Cermak enroute to 
Europe for a vacation saw Univer- 
sal’s ‘Radio Patrol’ on board ship 
and wrote back to Chicago to re- 
voke the picture’s permit. It was 
first-runned at the State-Lake in 
the Loop some months ago and had 
been generally released and was 
down to the ‘E’ houses when the 
ban came through. _ Universal had 
obtained about 90% of its play dates 
in Chicago. 
Picture was considered innocuous } 
enough in its glorification of the po- 
lice, In many towns exhibitors ar- 
ranged publicity tie-ups with the lo- 
cal police force. 
‘However, Mayor Cermak is al- 
ways sensitive about gangster pic- 
tures and it is believed that the in- 
clusion of a stockyard sequence in- 
fluenced him. That tended to iden- 
tify the locale as Chicago. 
Empress, 20-cent grind at 63rd 
and Halstead, was not allowed to 
play the film. 


Par First Studio Using 
New 174mm. Split-Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Split-film recording, one of the 
economy measures to be urged by 
the Academy’s new research coun- 
cil, has been adopted by Paramount. 
New system is being us 2d on ‘Fare- 
well to Arms. 

Split film is 17% mm. in width 
for the sound track, just half the 
size of standard film, and saves one- 
half the footage formerly used in 
recording sound, 

















Dupont Returns to U 
For ‘Invisible Man’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

E. A. Dupont, who directed ‘Trap- 
eze’ abroad, goes with Universal to 
direct ‘Invisible Man.’ It’s a return 
for Dupont to this lot, he. having 
made ‘Love Me and the World Is 
Mine’ four years ago. 

Dupont starts when Boris Karloff 
returns irom doing ‘Fu Manchu’ at 
Metro. 








Burke as Director 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Edwin Burke, after three years in 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 


Week Aug. 26 
Paramount —‘Night Club 
Lady’ (Col). 
Capitol—‘Last (Tiff) 
(25). 

Strand—‘Two Against 
World’ (WB) (2d week). 
Mayfair—‘Back Street’ (U). 

Rivoli—‘Love Me Tonight’ 
(Par) (2a week). 

Winter Garden—‘Crooner’ 
(WB) (2d week). 

Riaito—'Horsefeathers’ (Par) 
(3d week). 





Mile’ 
the 





Week Sept. 2 


Paramount—70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par). 


Capitol—‘Downstairs’ (Me- 
tro). 

Strand—‘Bles sed Event’ 
(WB). 

Mayfair—‘Back Street’ (U) 
(2d week). 


Rivoli—Love Me Tonight’ 
(Par) (3d week). 

Winter Garden—‘Passport to 
Hell’ (Fox). 

Rialto—‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) 
(4th week). 


$2 Pictures 
‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (19th week). 
‘Life Begins’ (WB) (Holly- 
wood) (25). 
‘Strange 
(Astor) (1). 





Interlude’ (Metro) 





Foreign’ Films 
‘Fall des Oberst Red!’ (Sonor) 


(German) (Little Carnegie) 
(24 week). 
‘Schoen ist die Manoever- 


zeit’ (German) (Little Hinden- 
berg) (World Trade) (2G week). 
‘Sniper’ (Amkino) (Russian) 
(Cameo) (26). 
‘I Kiss Your Hand, Madame’ 





of lyrics, arrangements and copy- 
right clearance under him. Frank 
Tresselt is in charge of musical 
casting, voice direction, auditions 
and tests. Sammy Lee is handling 
the terpsichorean end. Doris Sil- 
ver is in charge of musical research, 
musical film library, music library 
and photostat copying. Above are 
under De Francisco, with business 
regarding these sections conducted 
by O'Keefe. 

Sam Fox, publisher of the stu- 
dio’s production tunes, is New York 
contact for the studio on music. 


the Fox scenario department, will 
be elevated to directorial rank. He 
is to write an original which he 
will meg early in January. 

Burke is a former New York 
playwright. 





Stanley Logan Directing 
Stanley Logan has headed west 





} 


with a director’s contract at War- 
ners. 

Logan flew west after closing the 
deal through the M. 8S. Bentham 
' office in New York. 


— (Stanley) (Europa) 











Mayor Will Act 
On N. E. Exhibs’ 
Exclusive Kick 


Waterbury, Conn., Aug. 22, 
Mayor Frank Hayes, of this city, 
has been requested to intercede with 
Harry Arthur, president of the Ar- 
thur Theaters, Inc., in an effort to 





have him change his policy of sign- 


ing contracts to guarantee that cer- 
tain pictures playing his houses will 
never again be shown in the same 
city. It’s the exclusive run idea re- 
cently practiced by the film cum- 
panies. The mayor will carry the 
request of second and third run ex- 
hibitors in the state to Arthur. 

A group of 25 managers and own- 
ers interviewed the mayor and re- 
ceived from him a promise he would 
seek some sort of compromise. 
Group impressed upon the execu- 
tive that their future depends upon 
the showing of second runs of first 
class pictures. 





WOULD BREAK WILL 


J. S. Brown, of Syracuse, Wants 
His Share Before He’s 60 








Syracuse, Aug. 22. 
Julius S. Brown, erstwhile local 
theatre and night club impresario, 
who three years ago inherited one- 


father, has taken steps to break 
the will of his mother bequeath- 
ing him half of her $2,500,000 es- 
tate but tying up the money in a 
trust fund until he is 60. 

Counsel for Brown, whose ten- 
ancy of the Dewitt theatre and 
construction of a $300,000 night 
club were a prelude te financial 
and legal difficulties, attacks the 
will of Mrs. Alexander T. Brown on 
nine points in objections filed with 
Surrogate J. W. Sadler. 

Affairs of Brown and of the De- 
witt Development Corp., which he 
headed, have for some time been in 
the hands of reecivers in equity. 
Trial of the will contest will take 
place in October, it is indicated. 


‘Arab’ Remake by M-G 
With Novarro Repeating 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Metro is figuring on a remake 
of ‘The Arab’ with Ramon Novarro 
in his original part. 

Company made this picture as a 
silent eight years ago. Alice Terry 
played opposite Novarro with Rex 
Ingram directing. 








third of the $7,000,0v0 estate of his ! 





Grooming Elmer Balaban 
In Chi Picture Booking 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Elmer Balaban, youngest of the 
brothers and formerly with Publix 
in New York, is being initiated into 
film booking at B&K here. It is the 
department in which the late Max 
Balaban specialized. 

Abe Kaufman, who was Max Bal- 
aban’s assistant, is now in charge 
of the department and is teaching 
Elmer the fine points. After gradu- 
ating from the University of Penn- 
sylvania Elmer FPalaban was con- 
nected with the auditing end for 
Publix in the east. 


4 FOR $125,000 
AMEND RADIO'S 
COSTLY 3 


Hollywood, Aug. 22, 


To compensate for heavy budgets 
on ‘The Conquerors,’ ‘Kong’ and 
‘Sweepings,’ Radio is holding down 
the budgets on other pictures. Stu- 
dio has managed to turn out four 
in the last two months under $125,- 
000 each. ‘Age of Consent,’ ‘Most 
Dangerous Game,’ ‘13 Women’ and 
‘Hell’s Highway’ comprise this 
quartet. Retakes on latter two will 
boost the budget some, but it is 
figured that final outlay on each 
will not be over $125,000. 

Budget tightening followed the 
rave M. H. Aylesworth, RKO prexy, 
did over ‘Age of Consent.’ 

Both ‘Monkey’s Paw’ and ‘Sport 
Page,’ eurrently in production, are 
budgeted at $100,000. 


Davis-Fdelman Doing 
5 on Own for Metro 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Following the studio favor won by 
‘Father and Son,’ Frank Davis and 
Louis Edelman, assistants to Harry 
Rapf, will produce five pictures 
without supervision for Metro. 

















Legit Critic on Films 
For Some Activity 


Baltimore, Aug. 22. 
Switch in the picture reviewer 
setup of the Baltimore ‘Evening 
Sun’ gives to Gilbert Kanour the 
double duty of catching both films 
and legit. Kanour, regular legit 
snatcher for the paper for years, re- 
places Gustav Klem, the film looker- 
over under the tag of @. E. D. 
Move made primarily to give Ka- 
nour some activity since legit at- 
tractions are about as frequent as 
a total eclipse. 
Klem will concentrate on his other 
job, program manager for radio 
station WBAL in Baltimore, 





3 for Roach 


Hollywood, Aug, 22. 

Roach studio reopens Aug. 29 
after three weeks’ layoff. Three 
comedies start on that date—a 
Charles Chase two reeler, an Our 
Gang, and the fourth Taxi Boys 
film. 

With Laurel and Hardy expected 
to return from Europe the first 
week in September, writers. will 
start work on that team’s next yarn 
immediately. 





Beahan at Radio? 


Charles Beahan, 
Laemmle, Jr., took away from 
American Play Co., to be eastern 
story editor for U, is reported slated 
for a Radio studio scenario berth 
on the Coast. 

The Selznick-Joyce agency is in- 
terested in spotting Beahan as he 
and Leland Hayward, when they 
were with American Play, were the 


whom Carl 





eastern reps for S-J. 


NPT OA's New Nat'l Body Plan 
Aims at 32 Zones; Only Want 


Directorates at Conventions 


—e a, 
- \" 


> ny 


Holding that only through om 
voice can independent theatre own< 
ers expect to be’ heard and respect« 
ed, the Motion Picture Theatre, 
Owners of America is attempting to, 
set up the first national organization, 
machine designed to cover indie ex« 
hibitors from coast to coast. 


Details of the unity campaign rea 
veal many novelties in the historyp; 
of exhibitor organization metho Rting 
Primary among these is one whi 
would confine the exhibitor conven- - 
tion, a place generally of just so! 
much noise and misunderstanding in. 
the past, to leading theatre ownerg, 
in close contact with industry activ~ | 
ities. 


While not openly warring against, , 
Allied, and kindred rival groups of:, 
indies, the campaign is so set as to, 
take care of. what would otherwise, 
be box office forays in a quiet and, 
automatic manner. The MPTOA. 
plans to take its time until its ma-. 
chine is so spread that it will me= 
chanically absorb groups now con« 
sidered obstructive. 

32 Zones 


Plan is to divide the country into: 
32 zones and directorates. Each 
zone will have a head and a board 
of directors made up of between 12 
and 24 exhibitors. The zone heads: 
will constitute the national director- 
ate. As such, or as the national 
representative of each group, the 
zone head will receive all instruc- 
tions from his own home group. 

In the event of the annual convene 
tion only the zone heads and the 
zone directorate will participate in 
the business part of the program: 
This means that instead of non- 
descript theatre owners being calle@:: 
upon to vote, as has been the pole 
icy of all organizations in the past, 
the official indie body of about 580 
delegates will rule on all political 
matters. 

Theatre owners as a whole, how- 
ever, will not be barred from the 
proceedings, but their attendance 
will be definitely shorn of any busi- 
ness capacity at the convention. 

Of the 32 zones aimed for, the 
MPTOA now claims to have 20. But 
until it obtains the final 12 the 
scheme cannot become effective on 
a national basis. 


Coast D. A. Starts 
Probe on Lottery 


Gags by Theatres 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

With the indictment of fraterna] 
society heads on charges of ops — 
erating lotteries, theatre men are. 
worried that Federal authorities 
will start after them also for ope 
erating giveaway stunts. 

Out here U. S. District Attorney © 
McNabb, in conjunction with trease 
ury and post office inspectors, is 
checking southern California for 
alleged lottery stunts conducted by 
theatres. ‘ 











Howard Green Lingers 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Howard J. Green, writer, stays on _ 
at Warners for a second six months , 
period. 219 
Just finished writing ‘Radid — 
Girl’ for Bebe Daniels. AG 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Martin Beck. 
Pat Casey, 
James Cagney. 
Nat Dorfman. 
Harold Franklin. 
Pauline Gordon. 
George Loveday. 
Ralph Rainger. 
Phil Reisman. 

S. L. Rothafel. 
Bob Sisk. 

Sam Katz. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Ray Egan. 
Irving Fineman. 
Nat Ross. 
Lupita Tovar. 
Fred Wilcox. 
George Putnam. 








Joe Engel. 
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600 HOUSES REMAIN DARK 





Lightman Gives Up 


5-5-5 Hopes 


And Rescinds Intent on Buying Strike 





— 


Condemnation of the.5-5-5 bid for 
contractual uniformity became 
unanimous yesterday (Monday), 
when Sidney R. Kent, who fought 
for it for two years, declared that 
it is now obsolete as a formula. 

M. A. Lightman, head of the 
MPTOA, the other leading propo- 
ment for the 5-5-5, at the sam@mtime 
conceded the hopelessness of at- 
tempting to foster it against the 
industry. 

This means that all indie groups, 
including Allied, are agreed to an- 
other session at a conference table 
for a new contract deal. 

If all sides want uniformity they 
can get it in a Aurry, Kent believes. 
This time. however, Kent, as con- 
tract champion for the indies,. will 
not participate in the conferences. 
His duties as Fox president make 
it necessary for him to turn all gen- 
eral contract sessions over to his 
legal department. 

Not This Year 


With the past two years in mind, 
Tightman is not counting upon 
reaching uniformity this season. He 
is for taking the quickest way with 
individual companies that will make 
immediate concessions to the indies. 
So far only Fox and Universal have 
definitely agreed to meet with him 
on this platform. 

Because of the divergence of 
opinion within ranks, which, it is 
pointed out, had much to do with 
the death of the 5-5-5, Lightman 
has discarded all announced inten- 
tions of attempting to force the ma- 
jor distributors’ hand by calling a 
buying strike. 

Distributors, through general 
ehannels, question the need for an 
exhibitor conference when the in- 
dustry practically every year has 
get price and protection largely ac- 
cording to trading ability. 

Disiribs, according to inside 
gpources, admit that their increase 
in rentals is largely an ‘asking 
Price.’ Whether it is paid or not, 
it is stated, depends mainly upon 
the trading acumen of the individ- 
ual exhibitor, regardless of confer- 
ences and their outcome. Distrib- 
utors, in the final analysis, make no 
effort to disguise the fact that the 
smart indie b. o. proprietor prob- 
ably will receive the same scale of 
rentals which he paid last year. 

Reaction of distributors along 
these lines has been largely pro- 
voked by the attitude of various 
indie exhib organizations, chiefly 
the drive by the Motion Picture 
{Theatre Owners of America, for ac- 
ceptance, in part, at least, of the 
6-5-5 contract pact. 





Steffes’ Letter 
Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 

In a letter to M. A. Lightman, 
president of the MPTOA, W. A. 
Steffes, president of Allied States, 
asks that the Lightman organiza- 
tion’s board of direcfors join the 
conference of Allied leaders at the 
Congress hotel, Chicago, ‘to get to- 
gether on some constructive plan to 
keep the independent theatre own- 
ers in business.’ 

At the same time, Steffes suggests 
that Lightman ‘forget the 5-5-5 
contract,’ holding that there are 
Many more vital matters pressing 
for settlement. He also points out 
the illegality of the proposed puy- 
‘ers’ strike and states that, ‘with 
that thought in mind we naturally 
could not sanction such a move.’ 
A joint committee comprising rep- 
resentatives of both Allied States 
‘and the Motion Picture Theatre 
‘Owners could map out a program 
@f{ action, Steffes suggests. 





Metro’s Broadcast 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Metro takes over the RKO-NBC 
Hollywood hour Sept. 1 to broadcast 
& program tied up with ‘Prosperity.’ 
Program will include Marie 
Dressler, Polly Moran and Jimmy 
Durante with Donald Ogden Stew- 





‘art as m. c. 


Biz Is Up 


Past and current weeks’ film 
theatre grosses in most all of 
the key cities evidence a 
marked improvement. 

Combination of better prod- 
uct and weather breakS seem 
to be the answer. 

Some records for 1932 have 
been set, and one or two all- 
time highs are being estab- 
lished, despite reduced scales, 
this week, 


CREDITORS FITE 
HUGHES PAYOFF 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Group of creditors of Howard 
Hughes’ Multicolor company are 
preparing an appeal to the ruling 
of James R. Irving, referee in bank- 
ruptcy, which if approved in U. S. 
District Court, would allow Hughes 
to repurchase the Multicolor plant 
for $245,000. 

These creditors, organized as As- 
sociated Creditors’ Protective Asso- 
ciation, will protest a proposed set- 
tlement under which Hughes would 
withdraw his claim of $1,600,00) 
against the company, buy back the 
plant and pay on approximate 25 
cents on the dollar. 

Bill holders oppose the arrange- 
ment on the grounds that the 25% 
payoff is not in keeping with de- 
velopments and recent purchases 
made by the producer. They also 
protest Hughes’ claim, feeling that 
his investment in the Multicolor 
plant and equipment should not be 
counted as a debt. It is also charged 
that the company has $50,000 in 
cash from recent work done at the 
plant and collections from earlier 
work. 

Objectors whose ~.aims approxi- 
mate $120,000 are Smith and Aller, 
local Dupont agents; Wholesale 
Supply Co.; Bell and Howell and 
Mitchel camera companies, and 
Roy Davidge Laboratory. Also 
stated that the biggest outside cred- 
itor, Eastman Film Co., has agreed 
to join the appealing group. 


RKO ASKS PLUNKETT 
HEARING IN FED’L COURT 


Because of diversity of witizen- 
ship, claiming that RKO Corp. is a 
Delaware company, Joe Plunkeit’s 
claim for almost $25,000 in salary 
on a year’s employment contract 
will probably be tried in Federal 
Court. RKO asked for the, change 
in jurisdiction from the N. Y. Su- 
rreme Court. 

Abeles Green, for Plunkett, may 
not contest in that the uncongested 
condition of the Federal court per- 
mits for a speedier trial whereas it 
was the intention to petition for a 
preferred trial, for immediate ad- 
judication, in the Supreme court. 

Plunkett was formerly theatre 
operator for RKO, 


Katz to Studio 


Sam Katz left Saturday (20) for 
the Coast to supervise Par pro- 
duction. 

His present stay in Hollywood 
may extend over several months, 


Akerson Back Nov. 10 


George Akerson spent the past 
week-end with President Hoover in 
Washington. Akerson returns to 
Paramount Nov. 10. 

He has been granted a leave of 
absence from the company to serve 
the Republican party as its eastern 



































public relations head. 





‘DESERT OR KEEP 
BAD ONES CLOSED 


————= 


Circuits No Longer Experi- 
menting with Tough Situ- 
ations—Pooling at About 
Limit—$2,500,000 Saving 
So Far on Losses—Figure 
2,400 Chain Theatres Pay 
50 Millions im Annual 
Rent 


. —_ 


GENERAL MOVE 





In a move to alleviate overseating 
and accomplish a more financial 
solidification on the theatre end, the 
major chains have become commit- 
ted to a policy calling for abandon- 
ment of all bad theatre units. 
These are situations which c#annot 
be cured by pooling and where the 
basic financial setups are such as to 
prevent profitable operation on al- 
most any basis. 

Move is not a mere threat. Per- 
sistent inquiry among company 
financial overseers reveals that this 
program is universal among the cir- 
cuits and has already been launched. 
Where abandonment cannot be ac- 
complished, because of outright 
ownership, complete shutdown of 
the spots will be made. Some 600 
circuit houses are thus spotted to be 
permanently closed or abandoned. 

Bankers Sit In 

All theatre chains are being over- 
seered by financial mentors. Some 
have designated banking reps seated 
in the home offices supervising all 
financial deals and realty setups. 
Meanwhile, the pooling arrange- 
ments which have been practised 
between the chains, and which are 
still being negotiated in spots, look 
to have about reached their ultimate 
possibilities short of actual merger 
of companies. 

The big chains, where they do not 
own houses outright, usually con- 
trol by leaseholds throvgh numerous 
minor subsidiary companies. This 
is where the circuits have their out. 
In most instances where the opera- 
tion can’t pay, the subsidiary, as a 
whole, can be dropped without af- 
fecting the parent company. 

Rents $2,500,000 Down 

There is an estimated $2,500,000 
saving already charged against rent 
reductions on theatres and other 
real estate held by the first-line 
companies. 

Major circuits combined look for 
a 25% yearly cut all told. Total 
annual theatre rentals as paid by 
the circuits is noted around $50,- 
000,000 when all houses are open. 
That takes in about 2,400 theatres 
as owned or controlled by Publix, 
Loew, Warners, RKO and Fox. 

While no definite figures are to 
be had of actual rent reductions so 
far achieved,it may be deduced 
on authoritative estimates that the 
individual savings on a yearly basis 
so far in rents are about as fol- 


lows: 
MERE 60.0060 6000s 00040008 See 
WOPROEE 6 s00s00d006006d06 500,000 


Fox eeereeeeeeereeeaeseeeedt 500,000 
RKO eee eee ree er eeeereee 309,000 
LOCW'S .cescccccces-ceeeee 200,000 


The Loew figure is explained by 
most of that circuit’s properties be- 
ing owned outright. Outside lease- 
holds are comparatively few along- 
side those assumed by the _cther 
majors. 

RKO’s ultimate aim in rent re- 
ductious is placed at $500,000. War- 
ners and Publix hope for reductions 
on theatre rents to total Letween 
$3,000,000 and $4,000,000 each and 
Fox about $2,000,000. 

Majority of leases held by the 
chains were acquired during the 
boom times of talkers and silents 
with rents far above what is now 
adjudged a reasonable status, 





Flavin Leaves Paramount 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Martin Flavin left Paramount’s 
scenario department last Saturday 


| (20). 








No Kidding Matter 





Baltimore, Aug. 22. 
Town: just had its first taste 
of a bank run and the next day 


‘American Madness, Colum- 
bia’s saga on the _ subject, 
opened—and closed in two 
days. 











SCHULBERGS 8 
FILMS FOR PAR 


Paramount has outbid Fox for 
B. P. Schulberg as an independent 
producer. 

Under his agreement with Para- 
mount Schulberg will make eight 
features for °32-’33 release. These 
will be completely financed by Para- 
mount, Schulbers cutting in on a 
percentage. 

Negotiations with Fox fell through 
when Fox refused to meet the Para- 
mount offer, sticking to its original 
idea of six features and a drawing 
account reported much smaller than 
that made by Par. . 

Ace Paramount attraction for 
Schulberg is said to have been the 
possibility of his rejoining the stu- 
dio in a regular capacity. 

Probably the first Schulberg Par- 
amount production will be ‘All My 
Love,’ directed by Stephen Roberts 
and starring Sylvia Sidney. 


‘Sign’ at $600,000 
Or DeMille Must 
Pay All Overage 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Cecil DeMille’s contract with Par- 
amount on ‘Sign of the Cross’ pro- 
vides for a maximum cost of $600,- 
000 but with the proviso that De- 
Mille personally pay ali costs above 
that amount. 

Result is that DeMille is slicing 
the salaries of the cast with many 
taking only 25% of their announced 
salaries for the honor of being dis- 
covered by DeMille. 

Indications are that if the direc- 
tor comes within the 42 day shoot- 
ing schedule with the picture he 
will be under the b:idget. 














NAME R. C. THEATRES 


Radio City Music Hall Is Stage 
House—Roxy Is Film Site 








Official name designations for 
Radio City’s two theatres will be 
Radio City Music Hall and the 
Roxy. Latter (3,000 seats) is the 
straight picture house, and the for- 
mer (6,800 seats), as the name im- 
plies, will hold the stage extrava- 
ganzas. Original title candidate on 
the big house was International 
Music Hall. 

RKO and Fox have reached an 
agreement whereby the present 
Roxy theatre may retain its name 
until mid-October. It’s a compli- 
mentary gesture by S. L. Rothafel 
and RKO in not handicapping the 
big house by forcing a name change 
at the reopening (20). New title for 
this Seventh Ave. 6,200-seater is apt 
to be the Forum, 





Putnam-Engel East 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
George Palmer Putnam, Para- 
mount story executive, accompanied 
by his son, David, leaves here to- 
morrow (Tuesday) by air for New 
York. 
Also making the trip is Joe Engel, 











(Kent Opposes Higher Rentals, 
Release of Too Many Sock Films 
Too Early, and Exclusive Sales 


Sidney R. Kent, president of Fox, 
condemns general higher rentals, 
saying that program product should 
be lower than last year, opposes as 
an industry’ policy the experiment 
of releasing all highlight pictures 
at the beginning of a new season, 
and negates all thought of exclusive 
runs ever becoming a popular sales 
formula. j 

In Kent‘s estimation increased 
rentals should be confined solely to 
'32-'33 pictures of definite boxoffice 
superiority. He also thinks there 
should be a rental scale starting at 
15% over last year’s prices and not 
exceeding 25%. On the other hand, 
the ordinary program picture should 
sell for less than a year ago, Kent 
declares. 

On Indie Producers 


A theory, active in many parts 
of the industry, that indie produc- 
tion groups eventually will make up 
the actual production end of the 
business, and that major producers 
will function as financiers and dis- 
tributors, was abruptly spiked by 
Kent with this reasoning 

Producer-distributors will always 
produce the major part of their own 
schedules. The only excuse for 
affiliating with independent pro- 
ducers is to obtain the best from 
rroduction minds. If an executive 
in the personnel of a studio can 
show more power in an independent 
capacity, then it is just a matter of 
changing his job to get the most 
from him. 

Kent opines that distributors 
should always have ace pictures in 
the hole for the entire release year, 
Showing all key pictures at the be- 
ginning of a season sets too fast a 
pace for any distributor to hope td 
follow during the remaining 10 
months, declares the Fox head, 

After a thorough study of the ex- 
clusive run policy from all angles, 
Kent now sees it only -from the 
slant of the producer who special- 
izes in a few high quality features 
yearly. For the major contributor 
to the screen Kent predicts it will 
never become practicable; that pro- 
ducers who cater to the masses 
must continue to do so or else re- 
vise the policies of their entire ore 
ganizations, 


New Production Peak 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


Pictures production has hit a new 
high, with 48 films in making at 
nine studios. An additional 31 are 
in preparation. 

Topping all companies is Para- 
mount with nine in work. Next in 
line are Radio with eight; Metro, 
six; Fox, Columbia, WB-FN, five 
each; United Artists and Universal, 
three each; Tiffany, Metropolitan, 
one each, 











Cohen Roxy Rep 


Sidney Cohen, former exhibitor 
leader and theatre operator, has 
been appointed representative of the 
first mortgage bondholders on the 
Roxy operation. 

Cohen will sit in on house opera- 
tion as consultant to the bond- 
holders, 


Casey Moves West 


Pat Casey will leave New York 
this week for Hollywood. 

He'll stay on the Coast for a 
month on general union business 
for the studios, and then come east 
again, 








Kent West Sept. 5 


Sidney R. Kent, Fox head, is not 
scheduled to go to the Coast until 
Sept. 5. 

Date is tentative, however, sincs 
Kent will leave sooner if duties here 


former general manager for Caddo | are completed before that time 


Pee oer RRP 


SME eR gpm EMT Ie 


4 
F 
| 








6 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Tuesday, August 23, 1932 








After Effects of 


Olympics Hold 


L. A. Houses Under $20,000 Totals: 
‘Crooner’ $9,800 ‘Passport’ $15,000 


—- | 





Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Town is finally relaxing from the 
Olympics. Theatres are feeling it, 
with nothing in sight on continuous 
run or de luxe showing that will 
bring along an individual $20,000 
take. Chinese, having two weeks to 
go on ‘Strange Interlude,’ will perk 
up bit, with the Paramount and a 
final week of ‘Horse Feathers’ cal- 
culated to touch around $18,000 
against a previous week's take of 
$32,000 for the same film. 

State with ‘Passport to Hell’ only 
looks fair and should hot weather 
continue this and other houses will 
feel the effects. Orpheum is up 
against it with the 40-cent general 
admission top. Indications are that 
$5,000 grosses will be big here. ‘War 
Correspondent,’ current, will preb- 
ably come through with around 
$4,300. ‘Back Street’ may continue 
another two weeks at Carthay as 
house stop limit was reached on the 
gecond week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 56- 
$1.65)—‘Back Street’ (WU) and stage 
show (3rd week). Under conditions 
of re-establishing house in two-a- 
day field, not doing so badly. Last 
week $10,500. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65)— | 
*Stramge Interlude’ (M-G) and stage 
show (6th .week). With another 
week to go, Jast minute rush is on, 
mats being unusually heavy. For 
fifth week count just short of 
$18,000. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 25-65)— 
‘*Congorilla’ (Fox) (2nd week). Day 
trade heavy with turnaways, nights 
somewhat-light. Should bring count 
to $9,000. First week was just short 


of $123,000. 

(WRB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘Crooner’ (WB) and vaude. Not a 
panic, but good $9,800. ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery’ (WB) held up in fine shape 


for $10,700. 

H (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
‘Big City Blues’ (WB). Bust for 
six days, only $5,800. ‘Doctor X’ 
(WB) was disappointing, after great 
campaign, with $8,500 last week. 

@rpheum (2,270; 25-65) — “War 
Correspondent’ (Col). With top cut 
betew other first runs it’s a struggle 
to make a money showing, so $4,300 
healthy enough. Last week ‘Age of 
Consent’ (Radio), first week ef 
picture policy, brought 


Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-90)— 
‘First Year’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Second run poor with $7,¢00. ‘By 
Whose Hand’ (Col) getting first 
run break okay at $10,100 Inst week. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; $1.10) 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) and stage 
show. Second week looks like easy 
$18,000, oke. First week just tipped 
$32,000, sensational for house under 
present conditions. 2 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75) 
—Passport to Hel? (Fox) and stage 
show. Maybe. moderate $15,000. 
Last week ‘Bachelors’ Affairs’ (Fox) 
helped by stage unit and came 
through a bit under $18,000. 


BLONDIE’ DOES $14,000 
IN CAPITAL, $3,000 UP 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

Currently Loew has switehed the 
Fox policy from units to straight 
vaude of five acts. Response good. 
Also Loew made plenty of noise 
with its opening of the Davies pic- 
ture, ‘Blondie of the Follies,’ at the 
Palace and the travelog, ‘Isle of 
Paradise’ at the Columbia. Called 
them both. world premiers. 

RKO house has its ‘greater show 
season’ plastered all over the town 
from every possibe angle and busi- 
néss most everywhere is headed for 
satisfactory intakes on current 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
35-40)—‘Isle of Paradise,’ due to 
ballyhoo may boost things for this 
house to around $6,000. Last week 
‘Dynamite Ranch’ much below that 
figure at $2,000. 

Earle (Warner) (2,244; 25-35-60- 
70)—‘War Correspondent’ (Col) and 








vaude. Doing just fairly well at 
$16,000; last week ‘Jewel Robbery’ 
didn’t get beyond that same figure 
of $16,000; both satisfactory. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434: 15-25-35-60)— 


*Speak Easily’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Opened very good and should hit a 
#£00d $21,000; last week ‘Downstairs’ 

y @Gid $23,400, good. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,836; 15-25-35-50) 
—Age of Consent’ (Radio). Though 


atreng ballyhoo on for greater show 
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‘Horsefeathers’ Panics 
New Haven, $13,000 


New Haven, Aug. £2. 
Paramount is wowing with 
‘Horsefeathers.” Roger Sherman is 
also stepping up from midsummer 
lethargy. 
Harry Arthur’s College is set to 
reopen Sept. 1 with vaudfilm. 


Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 40-72) 
—Horsefeathers’ (Par) and unit. 
Will lead the town this week with a 
smashing $13,000. Last week “Devil 
and the Deep’ (Par), a mild $9,000. 


Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-55)— 
‘Zombie’ (UA) and ‘Speak Easily’ 
(M-G). Nice trade on 25c. matinees 


but evenings take it on the chin. 
Fair at $4,800. Last week ‘Tom 
Brown’ ¢(U) and ‘Passport to Hell’ 
(Fox), $5,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
55)—Blond Captive’ (Col) and 
‘Crooner’ (¢€WB). Around $5,200 
should better last week's ‘Jewel 
Robbery’ (WB) and ‘Stranger in 
Town’ (Tif) at $4,500. 


Feathers’ a Sock 


For Minn. $19,000; 
6 a 
Captive’ at $12,000 
Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 
Powerful attractions plus show- 
manship continue to spell prosper- 
ity for loop theatres. However, fmn- 
gers are still being kept crossed. 
After having relinquished leader- 
ship to the Orpheum for two weeks, 
the State (Publix) bounds back to 
the front this week. Reason is, 
‘Horse Feathers,’ which bids fair to 


chalk up 2 big $19,000. 
With ‘Blonde Captive’ 








on the 


screen, and Hobart Bosworth in per- 


son, Orph isn’t faring so badly, de- 
spite the Marx Brothers’ opposition 
a block away. Hints of a good $12,- 
000 here. 

‘Rich Are Always With Us’ is 
proving okay for the Lyric. First 
time within recent memory that a 
Che*‘erton picture has played at 
other than one of the two leading 
loop houses. , 

Showing of theatres is the more 
remarkable, perhaps, in view of,a 
*‘Walkathon’ boasting hold-dut 
crowds at the Municipal Audito- 
rium. 

Other current opposition is Ring- 
ling’s circus, here for two days, to- 
day (Monday) and tomorrow. 
Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par). ‘Devil and Deep’ 
(Par) pulled and Marx picture in- 
serted Thursday, one night ahead of 
schedule; packed ’em from start, 
with seven skows daily. Around 
$19,000 expected. That’s big. Last 
week ‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) $7,000, 
bad. ; 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55)— 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) and yaude. 
Hobart Bosworth in person. Cork- 
ing show from all angles. About 
$12,000, good. Last’ week ‘Ameri- 
can Madness’ (Col), $13,000, fine. 
Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Rich 
Always With Us’ (FN). Better than 
average attraction for this house, 
but Ruth Chatterton no longer so 
box offiie here. Curiosity to see 
George Brent, her new husband, 
publicity stressing that his love- 
making in this picture captured 
star’s heart. May top $8,000, and 
big. Last week ‘Skyseraper Souls’ 
(M-G), $3,000 light. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100: 35)—‘Sun- 
nybrook Farm’ (Fox) (second run) 
and ‘Bachelor Affairs’ (Fox), split. 
Looks about $2,000, pretty good. 
Last week ‘Vanishing Frontier’ 
(Par) and ‘Roadhouse Murder’ (Ra- 
dio), $1,500. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) — ‘Office 
Girl? (Radio) and ‘Our Children’ 
(Radio). Maybe $1,000, light. Bast 
week ‘Night Court’ (M-G), ‘Mouth- 
piece’ (WB) and ‘Thunder Below’ 
(Par), split, $1,300. 7 





season in this house, it is not help- 
ing this picture, which looks to be 
headed for a meek $6,000; last week 
‘American Madness’ somehow 
couldn’t get over its title but built 
constantly, finishing to $7,500. 
Fox 

Met (Warner) (1,543; 35-50-70) 
—Cry of the World’ (Fox). Not so 
good at $4,500; last week ‘Reserved 
for Ladies’ disappointed at $5,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70) 
—'Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G). 
| With great break in Hearst papers 
jand ‘world premiere,’* will come 
| through to about $14,000; last week 
i ‘Guilty as Hell’ got about $11,000, 





| L’VILLE LOPES 


Good Trade—‘Speak Easily’ Fine at 
$10,000—Strand, $7,500 








Louisville. Aug. 22. 

Aueust remaining exceptionally 
cool is helping the theatres through 
the doldrums. 

Strand and Brown have practical- 
ly settlec down to regular Thurs- 
dav night openings on new pictures, 
patrons being permitted te remain 


from last showing of old picture to 
view new ©o1e. 
estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 15-25-35-40)— 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G). Fime at $10,- 
000. Last week ‘Downstairs’ (M-G) 
$7,100. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 15- 
25-35-40)—‘Congorilla’ (Fox). Good 
at $7,500. Last week ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery’ (FN) $5,200. 

Brown (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Croon- 
er’ (FN). Fair at $3,000. Last week 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN), $2,300. 
Alarms (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
25)—-Vanishing Frontier’ (Par). Off 
at $1,700. Last week ‘Stranger in 
Town’ (FN), better at $2,300. 


‘JAIL’ $10,000; ‘BLONDIE’ 
$9,000; PROV. LOOKS UP 


Providence, Aug. 22. 
Things looking up. Good bills are 
expected to give theatres fine start 
for hurdling the jinx that has been 
keeping grosses low for weeks. 
Every house looks to be in the 


money. 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par), at the 
Paramoun., is bullish and house is 
anticipating tilting at least $12,000 
without any difficulty. 

NWext week exhibitors will have 
plenty to worry over. Capt. Jacob 
Conn’s new downtown theatre is 
opening its doors Saturday, Aug. 27, 
weeks ahead of scheduled date. 
House seats 4,000, and will operate 
on a vaudfilm basis, with two 
changes every week. 

Theatre men here eoncur Provi- 
dence is already overseated, and 
Conn’s theatre is expected to com- 
plieate things. Modern theatre also 
reopening next Saturday, with bur- 
lesque. 

Estimates for This Week 
RKO Albee (2,300; .15-55-66)— 
‘Hold *Em Jail? and vaudeville. 
Siamese Twins and Daphne Pollard 
carrying all the weight. Wheeler 
and Woolsey draw has waned and 
featur2 causing no excitement. 
Gross will slide to $10,000, fair. Last 
week, ‘American Madness’ (Col) 
okay at $10,200. 
Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55-75)— 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G). Ma- 
rion Davies no riot here, but draw- 
ing names in cast will probably 
carry this one through to $9,000; off, 
a couple of grand of what it has 
been #round this stand. Last week 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) at $11,100, oke. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Doctor X’ (FN) and ‘Crooner’ (FN). 
Evenly balanced bill has all the ear- 
marks of crashing through $9,500; 
excellent, considering the beating 
house has been taking. Last week 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB) and ‘Tilegal’ 
(WB) ’way off at $6,000. 
Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—Horsé 
Feathers’ (Par). Going big. Marx 
brothers strong here and most like- 
Iy will even better their house rec- 
ord. Moreover, the comedians are 
sure to double the gross house has 
been getting all summer. Figures 
on garnering over $12,000. Last 
week “Devil and the Deep’ (Par) off 
at $6,200. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 
‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col) and ‘Wild 
Women of Borneo’ (First Div). 
Headed for poor $1,800. Last week 
‘Alibi’ (UA), ‘“Trespasser’ (UA), 
‘East Lynne’ (Fox) and ‘Ladies of 
Big Hcuse’ (Par) on split week basis 
bad at $1,500. 


Both in Tacoma Up 


Tacoma, Aug. 22. 

Rialto stepping up for solid biz 
this week, with first two days, ‘Ma- 
dame Racketeer’ oke and then for 
five days big with ‘Horse Feathers.’ 

Blue Mouse also ups some, with 
‘The Jewel Robbery.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25)— 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB). Good at 
2,400. Last week ‘Miss Pinkerton’ 
(WB) just mild at $1,900. 

Rialto (F-WC) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) in split week, 
two and five days, excellent at $4,- 
000. Last week ‘Passport to Hell’ 
(Fox) fair, with ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) 
good, making week’s total $3,100. 

















SHERMAN’S ‘TWO SONS’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Harry Sherman will produce 
‘Two Sons,’ by Harrison Jacobs, 
for the independent market. 
Production at Universal studios, 





Philly Looks Up; Stoopnagle-Badd 
Help Fox to $20,000; ‘Star,’ $18,000 





Vode Aids Balto.; ‘Age’ 
$9,500; ‘Crooner’ 14 G’s 


Baltimore, Aug. 22. 
Big surprise of the week for the 
lecal flicker trade boys occurred 
suddenly yesterday (21) when the 
New theatre pulled ‘American Mad- 
ness’ off the screen and substituted 
‘Congorilla,’ which had just com- 

pleted a good week at the theatre. 
No explanation for the quick keel 
of ‘Madness.’ The picture ran into 
perfect publicity breaks, opening 
the day after this town got its first 
taste of a bank-run. Town column- 
ists played up the similarity of the 
subjects in real and film life. ‘Con- 
gorilla’ is not doing well on its 

ferced hold-over. s 
Other houses suggest a quiet, level 
pace currently. That’s the kind of 
town this is; the gross chart shows 


infrequent variations from _ the 
norm. 
Auditorium, former legit and 


flicker run house, is baclt in the run- 
ning this week, with a ‘sex’ piece. 
Bulk of the entertainment is an old 
silent Garbo, ‘Street of Sorrow.’ The 
Swede is being played up to the 
practical exclusion of everything 
else. Also ‘Living Models.” Fred 
Shanberger is managing the spet for 


the Penn Mutual company which 


just beught the house at a receiver- 
ship sale. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (€3,000; 25- 
40-55-66-75) — ‘Crooner’ (FN) and 
vaude. First week of actual vaude 
line-up but ne real headliner. Maybe 
$14,000, okay. Last week ‘Speak 
Easily’ «M-G) touched good $16,500. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-50) —‘Age of Consent’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Don Redman orchestra 
on stage. Good profit at $9,500. Last 
week ‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio) 
down to $8,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 25- 
25-40)—‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par). 
Flicker is a Loew reject, and while 
figuring for a boost at the box office 
here, doesn’t mean anything but an 
unexciting $2,500. House is talking 
about a return to vaude on Sept. 15. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-40-50) 
—‘Congorilla’ (Fox). After finishing 
a good week at $5,200 it was sud- 
denly brought back on Sunday (21) 
after ‘American Madness’ (Col) had 
been in for two days. Martin John- 
son repeat, however, doesn’t figure 
for more than $2,000 for its five-day 
repeat. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25-40- 
55-66-75)—"Doctor X’ (FN). Maybe 
$11,000, oke. ‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par) 
last week figured to $10,500, fair. 


Back St.’ Big $14,000, 
Horsefeathers’ $17,500, 
Both Very Nice im Den. 


Denver, Aug. 22. 

The 7,000th appearance at the 
Denver theatre of Fred Schmitt as 
orchestra director this week made 
excuse for a _ big celebration, 
Schmitt's playing of violin solos go- 
ing big. Ted Mack is back as m. ce. 
after a week’s layoff and his reap- 
pearance proves his popularity 
stronger than ever. ‘Horse Feath- 
ers’ is drawing strong. 

Jack Dempsey’s old playlet at 
the Orpheum was well received. 
Pictures of some of his fights pre- 
cede the act, which is an interview 
by a country weekly sports editor 
who also runs a filling station. 
‘Back Street’ on the screen is caus- 
ing lots of talk, which helps. Con- 
sidered one of best pictures shown 
here in long time. ‘Doctor X,’ at 
Paramount, proving draw to mys- 
tery fans, but ‘Iglee’ is plenty cold 
at the Rialto. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-66) 
—‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) and stage 
show. Big at $17,500. Last week 
‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par), backed by a 
lavish quality F. & M. production, 
‘The Desert Song,’ packed them in 
and went to a-smashing $19,000. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-40-€6)—‘Back Street’ (U) and 
vaude, with Jack Dempsey in per- 
son. Strong $14,000. Last week 
‘American Madness’ (Col), with fair 
layout of vaude, did $12,000, lowest 
since RKO-Huffman pool went into 
effect. Too much competition from 
the Denver. . 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
55)—‘Doctor X’ (FN). Ups to $7,000. 
Last week ‘Downstairs’ (M-G) poor 
at $5,900. 

Rialto (Publix) (960; 








25-35-50)— 





Tgloo’ (U). Putled after six days to 
poor $1,900. Last week ‘Stranger in 
Town’ (WB) disappointed, only 
$2,500. 








| Philadelphia, Aug. 22, ' 


Sharp pick-up in business in all 
the dewntown film houses. No rea} 
smashes but with new pictures in 
all the houses there should be gaing 
of between $2,000 and $8,000 reg~ 
istered in most of the first-ruq 
houses, 

The Boyd is headed for a strong 
week with ‘Washington Masquerade? 
which was rushed in on Wednesday 
when ‘Red Headed Woman’ faded 
after a good start. A solid $18,006 
is indicated. 

The Fox, also, should click nicely 
despite a not-more-than-ordinary 
picture, “The Painted Woman?’ 
Stoopnagle and Budd are the stag@ 
headliners and the combination 
should @ttain a gross of $20,000. 

‘War Correspondent’ was rushed 
into the Stanton Saturday when 
‘White Zombie’ collapsed. Nothing 
startling figured, probably $10,500. 

Bert Lytell, in person, means 

something at the Earle. The film 
is ‘Make Me a Star’ and house 
should hit $138,000. 
. Business, in general, is holding up 
well with several downtown houses 
closed. Earle and Fox seem to have 
benefited most by the Mastbaum’s 
closing and beth are averaging from 
$3,000-$5,000 better a week than 
before. Boyd its still an in-and« 
outer, starting strong with each 
picture but fading quickly. Stanley 
is even worse on ability to ‘take it.” 
Stanley- Warner tried to keep ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive’ there for a second 
week and regretted it. House cannot 
seem to stand anything more pre< 
tentious than a weekly change 
policy. Present film, ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ started meekly and is almost 
certain not to make the grade for 
more than six days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (3,600; 35-50-75), ‘Painted 
Woman’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Picture didn’t get rave notices but 
Stoopnagle and Budd on stage show 
are helping build real trade; $20,000 
expected. Last week, ‘Passport toe 
Hell’ (Fox), collected $17,000. 
Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75), Washing< 
ton Masquerade’ (M-G). Fine notices 
and good pace; should get $18,000, 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) down 
to $7,000 in last four day stretch. - 
Stanley  (€3,700;35-55-75), ‘Sky= 
scraper Souls’ (M-G). Doesn’t hold 
out any big hopes, maybe $13,000. 
Last week ‘Bring "Em Back Alive® 
(RKO) slumped to a bad $8,500 in 
five days. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-65), ‘Make Me 
a Star’ (Par) and stage show. Bert 
Lytell in person and goed reviews 
indicate a likely $18,000. Last week, 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) got 
swell reviews but stage show with 
Mae Desmond, local stock favorite, 
flivved after good start; $16,500. 
Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55), ‘War 
Correspondent’ (Col). Opened Sat- 
urday and ought to get $10,500 on 
the week. Last week, ‘White Zom-< 
bie’ (UA), a big disappointment, 
under $8,000. - 

Kartton (1,000; 30-40-55), “Tom 
Brown of Culver’(U). First show- 
ing that doesn’t look so forte; under 
$3,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Re- 
served for Ladies’ (Par), got swell 
notices but no more than nice trade, 


$3,200. ‘ 
Arcadia (600; 30-40-50) ‘Man 

from Yesterday’ (Par). Second 

downtown showing, around $2,500, 


Last week, ‘Drifting Souls’ (Tower), 
very bad at $1,400 in five days. 


‘Horsefeathers’ Whams 
B’ham for Sock $16,000 


Birmingham, Aug. 22. 
‘Horsefeathers’ will be on the en« 
tertainment menu of most theatre 
patrons. Not only did the Alabama 
break all records for the opening 
day this year, but it’s $16,000 pace 
means a new all-time week’s record, 
Rains continue to harass patrons 
and drive managérs batty. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-« 
55)—‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). Rolling 
"em on the floor_and setting a new 
record high, $16,000. Last week 
‘Guilty a: Hell’ (Par) fair at $9,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Radio). Poor 
$3,000. Last week ‘American Made 
ness’ (Col) pretty good, $4,700. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100: 25-40)— 
‘Two Seconds’ (FN). Ed Robinson 
is town’s next best bet, $3,800. Last 





week ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) fair 
$3,200. : 
Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox). So-so at 
$1,600. 
Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—< 


‘PaintedW oman’ (Fox). Nothing ate 
tractive about this one so $700 like- 
ly. Last week ‘Madame Racketeer’ 





(Par) fair $875. 
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Paris De Luxer 


Flops, Possessed Good at $3.00 








Paris, Aug. 10. 
Peak of vacationing made the 
grosses for the week ending Aug. 4 
wncertain. Also scarcity of product, 
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Columbus Reaches That 
Corner; Ohio, $12,500 


Columbus, Aug. 22. 
Looks like old tinves at the the- 


4 Marxes Up $17,000; 
‘Devil,’ Buffalo, $14,000 


Buffalo, Aug. 22. 

Even with the reopened Great 
Lakes clicking $17,000 for ‘Horse 
Feathers,’ and a $14,000 figure for 
‘Devil and the Deep’ at the Buffalo. 
Lesser stands are upping. 

Biz generally is better, including 
the pop priced nabes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) and 
stage show. N. s. h. at $14,000. 
Last week “Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) 


| 





Lots of Bucks 


on Bway; ‘Ist Yr. 


Roxy, $65,000; Chevalier, $40,000; 
Bennett, $22,000; Cap, $67,000 





Preview prognostications of the 
new season's product is being up- 


neat $22,000, the Bennett popularity 
still holding good. 
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mi Paramount (Par) (1,900)—‘La| since opening and should get very] (Col) and ‘Probation’ (Chesterfield) | 2fter that ne — = oot peer aes And the same cool- 
Perle’ (Par). Over $21,000. Good | neat $12,500. Last week ‘Guilty as} Strong at $7,500. Mg seh marge: Bo Scag en nog ; wn Bae ae ecu ta 
(P Hell’ (Fox), good, $8,000 to almost $65,000. This figure is| rent b. o. a big push forward. Mast- 
for the season. Bread ee Ua): (2.508: 15-25) offering the house, which is now un-/ly, however, it’s the personality 
Gaon ine Oavo. Under $9,000 | Almost Married’ (Fox). Will hit | 6 91 ox, Oot in cheat Gn masaa, |” Mayteli’s eunbent $13,000 00.0 Mie 
rer gent Pia ing different good enough $3,500. Last week ‘The Chevalier picture is a hit at} appointment and shows no black 
and e red, y ; “Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) mild at $2,- : ng ‘ ye Me Tonight’ | with ‘Hold "Em Jail.” Nor d th 
Osso revivals every day of the week. | 269 the Rivelt where ‘Love Me 10n, | wi = . po wa K meng 
First intended to call it a Gaumont/" Grand (Neth) (1,100; 20-35)— norte to on cone ES . keeman POM 0 weds GUNEe tur eee 
Olympia (Hatk) (1,900; )—“Mous- fs nt oye age ale — roel BOOMS ALL a ccuitenen Uo be al Feath- ‘Devil and the Der,’ despite the 
quetaires de l'Air’ (Columbia). $9.-| than" $3,000 in sight. Last name ) oe ie nae “This Ries pret. oo he Panes ‘nt $45,000. ~— 
otek <qubbed beeen ~ ua he ‘Stranger in Town’ (FN) just hit > aaeelat mane the house record| The Painee, however, jumping 
— flying | S2me figure. held by “Trespasser’ in reaching | from a $4,000 blinder last week with 
— after many better ying Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— $56,000 the first stanza. ‘Congorilla’ and Bill Robinson is 
Madeleine (Metro) (700)—‘Pos- | Fast Companions’ (Fox). Uppity Both sre holding ever, and the | Sliding to a profit this week once 
to $2,400. Last week ‘Bachelor Af- likelihood is that the Roxy may also | 2£ain with ‘American Madness’ and 
Olsen and Johnson who are esti- 


essed’ (Metro) $8,000. Dubbed in 
French. Second week not dropping 
much from the first, due to newspa- 
pers giving plenty space to Joan 
Crawford’s visit here. However, 
local reaction adverse to story. 
Miracles (Bailby) (700)—‘Atian- 
tide’ (Nero) $5,500. Figure, very 
mice for an eighth summer week; 
shows how great it is for a theatre 
owner to own a big newspaper. 
Marivaux (Natan) (1,200)—Lu- 
miere Bleue’ (Conrad). Third week 


fairs’ (Fox) only fair, $2,169. 


‘Desert Song’ Tab Plus 
‘Dragon,’ $20,000, Near 
Record; K.C. Plenty 0K. 


Kansas City, Aug. 22. 




















Seattle, Aug. 22. 

This burg is putting out a lot of 
smoke for annual ‘fleet week.’ As 
thousands of sailor boys are here 
for seven days, the mayor has pro- 
claimed ‘Fleet Frolic Week. The 
frolic idea is to be uppermost, to 
melt away economic gloom, mayor 
says. Twenty bands, 1,000 singers. 








keep ‘First Year’ a second week. 
There is no doubt of ‘Two Against 
the World’ staying a second week at 
the Strand, where it is pacing a 


Indpls Comedy Battle 
Marxes vs. ‘Speak Easily’ 
$11,000 and $6,500 OK 





mated for $18,000 on the week. 


On Sept. 1, ‘Grand Hotel’ closes 


a 19-week performance at the Astor 
to make -vay for ‘Strange Interlude’ 
This film and ‘Life Begins,’ which 
reopens Warner’s Hollywood Thurs- 
day (25), will be the Main Stem’s 
only specials and two-a-dayers the 
next week. 
-& pop scale, $1.50 top and a mini- 
mum of 50c. 


‘Life Begins’ goes in at 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 


$2,500. Only middling, though good 
photo is liked. Good product and cool weather | costume dancing on the streets and , 
ene Ra. oy % enna were the breaks given the downtown -~ oem So, So the vil- = “Grant Hote e ore renga 
es’ ram -cha > . i 
rg ge gene ad ky and for | theatres this week, the pace being/ ‘This is all helping the shows. ; Indianapolis, Aug. 22. | Proto. Pay Br 
tan the best in months. The Mainstreet | There is always song and dance tal- It’s a battle of comedy and ex- Capitol (5,400;  35-72-83-$1.10- 
ploitation this week, with the In- | $1.65)—‘Speak Easily’ (MG) and 








(Natan a timely filler until the sea- 
gon becomes favorable for his own 
product. 

Aubert Palace (G.F.F.A.) (800)— 
PRasputin’ (Osso) $4,500. Second 
meek of the film, which is dubbed in 
French after having played the Ely- 
see Gaumont in the original German 
version. Demonstrates vice film’s 
eurrent draw in Paris. 

imperial (Natan) (500)—‘Au Nom 
@e la Loi’ (Natan) $1,500. still 
@rawing something, however small, 
from an already well milked run, 


Loew’s Repeats Palace’s 








with ‘Desert Song’ on the stage and 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ on the sheet, 
opened to turnaways and kept most 
of the seats filled for each of the 
four performances daily. Will go 
clese to the record made by Ted 
Lewis a couple of weeks ago. 

Loew’s Midland with ‘Blondie of 
the Follies’ is weak: they no like 
Marion Davies in this town. 

The Newman's ‘Horsefeathers’ is 
surefire for the best gross of the 
summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
| 15-25)—‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN). 
Strong opposish at the other first 


ent with the fleet and the best is 
being booked at some of the houses, 
notably the Fox, to help attract. 

Fox-West Coast reopens the Par- 
amount Sept. 15. 

Giving cars away is on the in- 
crease. Fox-West Coast houses 
here, including Fifth Ave., Fox, Coli- 
seum and two nabes, Egyptian and 
Neptune, are giving away two Nash 
cars, retailed at around $1,200 each, 
the end of this month. This is help- 
ing ducat selling right now. 

‘Horse Feathers’ at the Fifth Ave. 
was met by the biggest line of the 
year at opening mat Thursday. 

Liberty now set to give away Ford 
V-8 every Friday as long as it goes 


diana with ‘Horse Feathers’ and 


stage show. 


Rates holdover at $67,- 


Loew's Palace with ‘Speak Easily’ 
leading the pack. For the first time 
since the Fed tax went into effect 


the Indiana has gone beyond the 4ic 
margin and is charging 50 this 
week. The other theatres are call- 


000 with stage show that includes 
Ben Bernie an& Eddie Dowling, but 
previous contracts and new nabe 
policy of Loew's is causing the 
rushing out of this Durante-Keaton 
film to the neighbs. Last week, 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G), also with 
a big stage show, crept up the last 





ing attention to this in their news- 
paper ads. All houses now giving 
free parking during show hours. 

Ted Nicholas, Skouras-Publix ad 
manager, resigned to become busi- 
ness manager of the Indianapolis 
civic theatre. 

Estimates for This Week 


—‘Life Begins’ (WB). 
Warner spot as a two-a-fayer at a 
pop scale, 
eight nionths. 


two days of its stand to finish with 
$50,000 on its holdover stanza. 


Hollywood (1,553; 50-75-$1-$1.50)— 
Reopens this 


Has been shut nearly 


Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—Hold 
Em Jail’ (RKO). Disappointing, 


? oke. Fox-West Coast houses have . 
runners, although its bargain prices - ; Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 

Film and Cap $ Stage Draw will get some of the shoppers; $3,-| {heir Nash car stunts om August | 35)—-Congorifla’ (Fox). Just medi- der ce knee ee a ee 

. 500, fair. Last week ‘Guilty as ‘ é M ocre for about $3,000. Last week . “000. versal’s ‘Bac 
a) Montreal, Aug. t2 Hell’ (Par) ($5,000, good. Estimates for This Week — Robbery’ (WB) hit $3,200. Street ge in. sam Pa 
; . “11 Loew's Midland (Loew) (4,000; Fifth Avenue (FWC) (2,300; 25- irele (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; | American 3 hana ' its 
Palace (FP) hopped into the lead | 95_35-49)—Bondie of the Follies’ | 65)—‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) and Flo | 25-35)—‘Crooner’ (FN). May hit Ee ON Seon 
(M-G). Critics had a good word for | Lewis heading F. & M. stage show. | fair $4,000. Last week “Hollywood | >0ly = mye ie lt on 


fast week and may maintain it cur- 
rently since its picture ‘Bring ‘Em 


Back Alive’ and Gene Dennis, mys- 


this Marion Davies-Robert Mont- 
gomery but Miss Davies has never 
been box office here; $10,000, poor. 


Marx Bros. 
$15,000. Last week ‘Guilty as Hell’ 
(Par) with Gilda Gray and stage 


drawing a smashing. 


Speaks’ (Col) did $3,800 as expected. 
Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-55)—“Horse Feathers’ (Par). 


show. 
here for the stage, and the house 


‘American Madness’ (Col) and stage 


Olsen and Johnson drawing 


tic clairvoyante at the Capitol, both : : 

' Last week ‘Speak Easil (M-G),| helping draw to a good $11,800. Good for $11,000, very big. Last 

follow on at Loew's. This is a new | §11 100. ti d ’ Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-40)— | week ‘Doctor KX’ (FN) yf $7,000. 318.000. Last go bg oy 
‘Age of Consent’ (RKO). Lot f oew’ 600: 4S ’ . , however, 

s age P Fe u s Palace (Loew) (2, ; 2 only $12,000, house went red for 


geparture for the main stems. 

Palace has ‘First Year’ this week 
‘which is just about what the cus- 
tomers here eat up, so should hold 
to good $13,000. Capitol also doing 
better with ‘Guilty as Hell’ and 
*Forgotten Commandments.’ Loew's, 
with second run picture and repeat 
headliner in vaude, is taking chances 
but may get by. 

Imperial trying out mew stunt 
with different dual French pictures 


Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio), 
and F. & M. tab, ‘Desert Song.’ Long 
lines in front of the house before the 
Friday morning opening and they 
continue unbroken a large part of 
the time for the first three days. 
Although top prices are but 35 and 
50 cents at night, the large capacity 
and four shows daily with an extra 
midnite show Saturday will allow 
the house to turn in another of its 
big grosses, close to $20,000. Tabloid 


$12,000, fair. 


plugging for ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
(RKO) next week. This one bally- 
hooing Dorothy Wilson as new find 
and catching the gob trade; $6,500. 
Last week ‘American Madness’ (Col) 
mildly, around $5,500. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55)—‘Speak 
Easily’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Bringing laughs, too, and Don Smith 
held over as singer with stage band 
presentation, but $4,500 is slow. Last 
week “Aadame Racketeer’ (Par), but 


ing and strong right to final day; 





35)—‘Speak Fasily’ (M-G). Strong 
$6.500. Last week ‘Downstairs’ (M- 
G) ditto. 





—‘Devil and the Deep’ 


over $4,600. 


Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
(Par) and 
stage suow. One of Broadway's 


ST. L. IN GOOD SHAPE, 


weak sisters, the film stands to do 
only $45,000. Last week “War Cor- 
respondent’ (Col), aided by tremen- 
dous popularity of George Jessel- 
Norma Talmadge, sent the spot sky- 





‘SPEAK EASILY’ $14,000 





a St. Louis, Aug. 22. 


time. 
bringing the customers in greatest 


rocketing to $64,500, a very good 
figure. 
the strength of this figu 


Jessel returns next week on 
re. 


i. every day, some already seen here. Madame Schumann-Heink credited 
be Wabes are picking up. operetta largely credited. Last | with making this record week. Mati- There’s more cheer around the Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
week ‘American Madness’ (Col), nees drew especially big, big build- | 0X Offices this week than for a long | Yorsefeathers’ (Par) (24 week). 
A break in the weather is | Broadway's menace with $34,000 its 


second week. Opened to smash 


toy | or, wh po — Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,-| corkine $9,200 ; 
fear’ ox). ertain to ck, w 860; 25-35-50)—“Horse Feathers’ Lib ot = Je Vv b numbers than at any time this sum- 
Gaynor and Farrell and may hit| (Par) Thle ic getting the now iberty (Jensen-Von Herberg) : $58,000 and near house record on 
, tin, 2,000; 10-25-25)—Man Call k’ | mer. Also, three good pictures are , 
( 5-25)—‘Man Called Bac having eemethl te do with its first week. Drawing big and in 


$13,000. Last week ‘Bring "Em Back, 
(Radio) talk of town; $13,000, very 
good for time of year. 


product pronto and how those Four 
Marxes can draw. Some years ago 
the boys were booked here, in a 


(Tif). Friday automobile ‘sale’ for 
$1 a wow draw; big $6,000. Last 
week ‘Avenging Seas’ (BIP) and 





spurt, 
Which is all the more welcome | « 
because it comes a week ahead of 


for five weeks. 


Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
Love Me Tonight’ (Par). Looks like 


an easy $40,000 on its first week, 


Capitol (FP). (2,700; 60)—‘Man|! second rate theatre, for a week, and |< Jun il’ i i 
Called Back’ (Fox), and ‘Forgotten | stayed three, with business increas- 7 + ey Nada a Eg ge expectations. Any appreciable in- rating an easy hit. This Chevali 
Commandments’ (Fox). Liable to/|ing every night. Since then they|—‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) and | CTe@Se in cinema patronage was not is in for five weeks Sie "naat we ok 
gross good $11,000. Last week ‘Two/have been one of the towns best | ‘Congress Dances’ (UA). Double- | &xPected until after the Muny opera |}. third and final week of “Whit 
Seconds’ (WB), and ‘Madame Rack-/| bets. This week's gross, with an| header good for $3,300. Last week | Completes its season next week. Zombie’ (UA) just a reac $9,000 x 


eteer’ (Par), with special headline 
attraction of Gene Dennis, psychic, 
$12,000. 


extra Saturday ‘Owl Show’ will click 
$14,000, big. Last week ‘Devil and 
the Deep’ (Par), good at $8,000. 








‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) did a very 


nice $3,600. 


Coliseum (FWC) (1,800: 15-30)— | 





Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (WEB) (3,000; 35-55- | ‘ 
65)—‘Doctor X’ (FN) and Armida 


Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)— 
First Year’ (Fox) and stage show. 


Fox-Skouras now managing this 


and under its new 


vg A De ghee 128 poe Ed sag yay Sl ce ee a re on stage. kote of ere may | spot with Frank Cambria as man- 
=m ee PA ae : ene D a " gt se, o urd | raise the take to around $10,000, i direct H 

‘ 3 ‘ : . es | aging director. ouse is realizin 
nis, psychic, with vaude. Experi Players Out lowa Trip week, figuring first run at Fifth | good. Last week ‘Jewel Robbery’ | its first net since before it went ne 











Last week 








(WB) $7,500. 








receivership, 


ment that may get $12,000. Last Avenue, a good $2,600 
‘week ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par), $12,000. : C ile’ (Sex) we > se 

Princess (CT) (1,600: ghee For ‘State Fair’ Takes deer naan enen” went along at | Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55)— | management is looking for an al- 
‘Man Called Back’ (Tiff), and pace, 92,900. Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio) and | most $65,000. May hold over. 
‘Strangers of Evening’ (Tiff). Near _ Hollywood, Aug. 22. — seeee ane a Ht r Le stage Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 

7,000. Last week ‘White Zombie elieving the appearance of the 97D we a? * unit. stage show liked, but not pic- |—‘Two against the World’ (WB). 
(UA), and ‘Aren't We All’ (Par),| cast at the Iowa State Fair would Pat O’Brien’s Fifth in ae <a onenag rye 7 week | Bennett picture not so forte, but 
$6,500. 7 NEOFIMA (FOX) BBE 35,000. okay at $22,000 and rating holdover, 

Imperial (French-Film) (1,900: | °™!Y vetard location sequences for Four Months for Col. net Bog Pa oO Bennett popularity is evidencing it- 
25-40). French pictures. changed | ‘State Fair,’ Fo i , _ -* so entry SHY <M“). Keaton and) self perceptibly with that figure, 
daily; may get $2,500. Last week Henry Ki | anlage —_ ‘ol , Holly wood, Aug. 22. Durante combo plus good comedy | Last week ‘Doctor X’ (FN) on its 
ot been fee cere Pinon 4 be neg, or; 1il Strong, Co umbia has engaged Pat O’Brien | better than average, around $14,000. | second and final week finished very 
$2,000. ° author, and a technical crew to for ‘Virtue.’ It is this player's fifth Last week ‘Downstairs’ (M-G) | profitably at $18,700, 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- Des Moines. Atmosphere shots only | picture at Columbia in four months. | #10,-500. . < Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83. 
50)—‘Marius’ (French). May be $1.- will be registered there. Femme lead goes to Carole Lom- Missouri (Par) (25-35-55)—‘Devil | 94)—'Crooner’ (WB). Weak at $15,- 
on Lest week. ate of ‘Cina hab Studio had intended sending Will | bard, borrowed from Paramount in rset Hayy md bd ong ate (UT). 000. But ‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col) 

eek. . ; ar’: st in some time but not; was weaker last week at $5,7 
sans Femmes’ (French), about $1,- ie Janet Gaynor and Charles} return for the loan of Constance | meaning much at $7,000. Last week | which represents a deep red for the 
| Fare Cummings. Eddie Buzzell directs. | Brown of Culver (U) $10,900. " week, 





200. 
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tata 








McVickers Resumes, Chi Chery; 
‘Madness’ Ist RKO Holdover in Yr: 





Chicago, Aug. 22. 

‘Hold 'Em Jail’ looks like it will 
bring the Palace another big week. 
Wheeler-Woolsey comedies have 
heretofore played the State-Lake. 
Another slapstick opera, ‘Horse 
Feathers,’ is pacing a snappy first 
week at the reopened McVickers. 
These two laugh films stand out as 
encouraging omens for the new 
season. 

Meanwhile ‘Congorilla’ has been 
slipped into the Roosevelt at 25 
cents straight to 6 p. m. House is 
usually fourth run, but now and 
then B&K passes a first run for 
downtown glossing. 

When last week’s deposits were 
computed the margin between the 
Oriental and Chicago was hardly 
$1,000. Which means Ted Lewis and 
‘Guilty as Hell’ did great biz while 
the Chicago, with ‘Devil and the 
Deep, was doing very poorly. Chi- 
cago has 800 more seats. 

RKO has transferred ‘American 
Madness’ from the Palace to the 
State-Lake on a second week. First 
time this has happened in a year. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 35- 
55-85)—Two Against the World’ 
(WB) and stage show. Constance 
Bennett film the only flapper attrac- 
tion in town. Looks for $34,000 
okay. Last week not so warm at 
$30,000 with ‘Devil and the Deep.’ 

McVickers (Publix-B&K) (2,000; 
25-55-75) — ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). 
Extended run3 resumed after sum- 
mer abeyance. House spruced up 
with new marquee. Started strong- 
ly and should clip $35,000. Former 
scale ran higher all the way, with 85 
cents top against present 68 cents 
(plus 7c tax). 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 35- 
55-85)—Jewel Robbery’ (WB) and 
stage show. William Powell-Kay 
Francis co-starred. Nice notices 
but moderate $20,000 indicated. Last 
week near $30,000 for great holdover 
tally of Ted Lewis plus ‘Guilty as 
Hell’ (Par). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-85)— 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Spoof picture will do the Palace a 
‘good turn, May climb over $20,000. 
Same as last week’s American 
Madness’ (Col) best in some time at 
nearly $20,000. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 35-55) 
‘American Madness’ (Col) and 
vaude. Word of mouth should help 
picture on State street despite last 
week’s Randolph street first run- 
ning. First time RKO- houses have 
had enough affection for a picture 
‘to give it a follow-up in a year. 
Expect $16,000. Around $15,000 
here last week with ‘Almost Mar- 
ried’ and nobody in the ¢ast. 


REDS’ HOME TOWN SEES 
BEAUCOUP B. 0. BLACK 


Cincinnati, Aug. 22. 

Current biz along the first run 
boulevards is right on heels of last 
week’s black ink splurge. ‘Horse 
Feathers’ is floating over everything. 
Betty Compson’s magnetism at the 
Albee is not as strong as expected, 
although her name enjoys as much 
prominence as can be given on the 
24 sheets. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)— 
"Madame Racketeer’ (Par) and F-M 
‘Star Night’ unit, featuring Betty 
Compson, with Lobo added. Miss 
Compson was depended upon for the 
draw, but $18,000 is only fairly good. 
Last week ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) 
and F-M ‘Veils’ idea extraed with 
Mills Brothers, topped all takes for 
past year with $28,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
“Horse Feathers’ (Par). Marx Broth- 
ers sure-firing by tickling customers 
and fluttering receipts to soothing 
$18,500. Last week ‘Speak Easily’ 
(M-G) produced a good $12,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB). 
Constance Bennett spotlighted and 
reflecting $11,500, smashing. Last 
week ‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) 
dropped to fair $8,000 after fast get- 
away. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)—‘Sky 
scraper fouls’ (M-G). Story is old 
stuff with elevated title; pulling 
$7,500, fair. Last week ‘First Year’ 








(Fox) finished second week with 
g00d 97,700. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 


*Wild Women of Borneo’ (FD) and 
‘Office Girl’ (Radio). Split week. 
Should ado about $3,000. Last week 
‘South of Santa Fe’ (Tiff) and 
‘Flames’ (Standard) brought $2,600. 





‘Virtue’ Lead to Pat O’Brien 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Pat O’Brien engaged by Columbia 
* for male lead in ‘Virtue.’ 
Eddie Buzzell directing. 


Feathers, $35,000; ‘Jail,’ $20,000 





‘WOMAN’-TAB $28,000; 
‘CONSENT’ $11,000, S.F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 
All houses drooping after three 
weeks of upward-bound grosses. 
Two hold-overs and a lack of punch 








film material combining to mini- 
mize intakes. 
Fox has the tab version of ‘Fol- 


low Thru’ on stage, and ‘Painted 
Woman’ on screen. Helped to $28,- 
000. Gclden Gate, with ‘Age of 


Consent,’ has picture’s new stenog 
star, Dorothy Wilson, in person 
and Horace Heidt’s band in third 
week. Business slightly over aver- 
age. Orpheum dark again after two 
weeks of ‘Bring ’Em Back.’ 


’ Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 50-70) — ‘Painted 
Woman’ (Fox) and ‘Follow Thru’ 
(tab). Stage billed heavily and 


helping tv %28,000. Last week a dip 
at $39,000 with ‘Passport to Hell’ 
(Fox), though Lilyan Tashman and 
Ken Murray in person. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35-55- 
65)—‘Age of Consent’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Dorothy Wilson, star of pix, 
in person. Looks $11,000, n. s. h. 
Last week $11,700 on ‘American 
Madness’ (Col). 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,300; 35-55)— 
Now dark. Last week, third for 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ (Radio), 
closed to good enough $4,500. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 55-65)— 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) (2nd week). 
Clicking solidly. After first week of 
$21,000, current week of $14,000 
mighty good. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 55-65)— 
‘Big City Blues’ (FN) and stage 
show. Fair week of $18,500. 
‘Crooner’ (WB) and Chic Sale in 
person took $18,000 last week, with 
more expected. 

Warners (1,365; 55-65)—‘Doctor 
X’ (WB) (2nd week). Holding over 
to a $8,500 after neat $10,000 first 
week, 


Feathers’-Blanche Sweet 
In Person, $15,000, P’land 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 22. 
Exploitation guns loaded for 
Greater Talkie Season and looks 
like results. ‘Horse Feathers,’ at 
the Paramount, whamming under 
the extra sales pressure and ‘Wet 
Parade’ so well sold it warranted a 
second week at the Rialto. Got best 
gross for first week in history of 
house, 

Fox-Parker theatres plan to let 
up on hypo injection methods next 
month. Seven houses of that circuit 
clicked for biggest total grosses in 
two-year history of the circuit last 
week. Major spots had ‘Guilty as 
Hell’ (Fox) and ‘Congorilla’ (Fox). 
Circuit plans to drop auto door 
prizes and _ similar  hi-pressure 
stunts before reaction sets in. 
Blanche Sweet in person with F- 
M unit, at the Fox-Paramount, 
helping biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) and 
F-M unit. Blanche Sweet in person. 
In line for great $15,000. Last week 
‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) just a dull 
spot at poor $9,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Age of Consent’ (Radio). Very weak 
results with possible $5,000. Last 
week ‘American Madness’ (Col) 
opened new all-picture policy for 
$6,500. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Speak Easily’ (M-G). 
In line for fair enough $5,500. Last 
week ‘Washington Masquerade’ (M- 
G), $4,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Week End Marriage’ (FN). 
Should connect for oke $4,000. Last 
week ‘War Correspondent’ (Col), 
$3,000. 

Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 55-$1.10). 
Road show prices for ‘Wet Parade’ 
(M-G) continued for second week 
and holding up. Likely to get good 
$4,000. First week of same picture 
a house record, $8,000. 


Welsh’s $35,000 Budget 


On Four for Monogram 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Series of four features for indie 
market will be produc_d by Robert 
Welsh. Pictures will be budgeted 
at $35,000. 

Quartet is in addition to remake 
of ‘Mickey’ for Monogram. Techni- 
color novelty inserts for Para- 
mount’s Pictorial, have been dropped 
by Welsh. 

















Prodigal Son 





Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

One of Hollywood's cele- 
brated playboys has returned 
and gone to work. 

Formerly an agent, he had an 
outstanding list of clients, but 
he played too hard and left 
business details to his secre- 
tary. She proved efficient’ and 
those who had invested money 
in the business finally placed 
the girl in charge. Under her 
management the firm climbed 
and is now one of the four out- 
standing agencics. 

Her former boss left Holly- 
wood and a trail of bad checks 
and bills which a _ wealthy 
father squared. But the son 
has had a change of heart. 

He has taken a job as talent 
salesman in the office of his 
former secretary. 











306 CANT GET 
FILM, CLAIMS 
CONSPIRACY 


Unable to obtain product for the 
first three of its ‘war houses,’ and 
negotiations with indie exhibitors 
renewals deadlocked, Local 306 
armed process servers yesterday 
(22) with 20 complaints charging 
the film industry with conspiracy. 





‘Sam Kaplan's projectionist organ- 


ization seeks to force filmdom to 
supply it with pictures and in addi- 
tion asks $200,000 as damages to 
date. Argument, in the form of an 
injunction, will come up in the New 
York courts this week. 

Suit follows a canvass among film 
companies and executives conduct- 
ed by Kaplan personally. When he 
interviewed Charles Pettijohn Kap- 
lan was told that the Hays organ- 
ization is not taking a position one 
way or the other in the matter and 
that no order had been issued ban- 
ning the projectionists from book- 
ing channels. Kaplan, finding that 
he could secure pictures through 
only one of the smallest independ- 
ents, opened three lot theatres in 
the Bronx with this product last 
week. 

Union executives revealed the 
inauguration of a poster cam- 
paign to cover all unfriendly ter- 
ritories. In Brooklyn 300 boards 
have been acquired for the remain- 
der of August with options for an- 
other month. 

Kaplan’s organizatior is  sep- 
arately incorporating each of its 
outdoor houses. Under the title of 
Moonbean Amusement Corp., Kap- 
lan is operating the Barnes theatre, 
corner of Barnes and _ Allerton 
Ave., in the Bronx; Marblehill is 
another corporate title for the 
‘Broadway’ at 234th street, while 
Apex takes care of a lot on White 
Plains road near Lydig Avenue 
called the ‘Bronxdale.’ ; 
Only free_ admission lot is in 
Brooklyn admitted as a competitor 
to the Windsor and Rugby theatres. 
Unionists claim that in the week 
this show has been in operation 
they have clocked as many as 7,000 
attendees in one ‘night. 
Negotiation limit between 306 and 
exhibitors expires Aug. 31. 


Fox’s B’klyn Split 


Fox films will continue at the 
Brooklyn Fox theatre under a new 
one year deal. House is being oper- 
ated by the Continental Trust Co., 
of New York, trustee of the first 
mortgage bondholders. 

Former contract called for $1,500 
per film, with a split over $30,000 








gross. New arrangement calls for 
$2,000 weekly, with a split over 
$20,000. 





Reserved Seats at Pop 
Prices for WB’s ‘Life’ 
Boxoffice schedule for ‘Life 
Begins,’ WB’s twice daily entry at 
the New York Hollywood, calls for 
reserved seats at pop prices. Scale 
runs from 50c. to $1.50, minus tax, 
but all seats will carry their cor- 
respondingly numbered stubs 
whether downstairs or in the bal- 
cony. 
It’s the first time a twice daily 
picture on Broadway has tried this 
scheme. Picture opens to the public 





this Friday (26). 


Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





‘These Days’ Readying 
Radio is readying ‘These Days,’ 
in library for two years, for fall 
production. 





Pelton Carries On 
Al Pelton ¢ontinues operation of 
Irving Starr-Al Pelton, Ltd., agency, 
with Starr on Ken Maynard unit. 





Rene Borgia, French writer, on 
Fox payroll, 


Asthma Becomes Rib-Fests 
Tuesday night rib-fests at Roose- 
velt hotel replace the West Side 
Asthma and Riding club. Groucho 
— and Jimmy Gleason respon- 
sible. 





Mex. ‘Queen’ in U. Serial 
Josephine Olea, Mexico’s Olympic 
‘queen,’ stays on for U’s ‘Lost Spe- 
cial’ serial. 


Herbert Marshalis Abroad 
Herbert Marshall, with his wife, 
Edna Best, returns to England for 
‘Reunion at Vienna’ appearance fol- 
lowing completion of Par’s ‘Honest 
Finder.’ 


‘Pig Boats’ Navy Okay 
Metro’s ‘Pig Boats,’ 18 months in 
writing, sent to Washington for 
Navy Depariment’s okay 


Earl McCarthy, former N. Y. 
legit, signed by U following bit in 
‘All America.’ 











Bandman for Fox ; 
Red Stanley of Irving Aaronson’'s 
band spotted in Fox’s ‘Walking 
Down Broadway.’ 





Nathan Asch writing originals for 
Radio. 





Libby Holman Influence 
Both Radio and Metro have 
writers working on stories based on 
the Libby Holman Reynolds case. 





Dewey Robinson in ‘Six Hours’ 
Victor McLaglen going into lead 


‘JAIL,’ $19,000; ‘DR. X’ 
BAD $18,000 IN BOSTON 


Boston, Aug. 22. 
Business was up and down last 
week with the customers shopping 
and consequent grief for some of 
the houses. Kate Smith and ‘Age of 
Consent’ at Keith’s got the cream, 
hitting a corking $28,000, while the 
little Paramount, with the Marx 
Bros. equalled the business of the 
4,000 seater, Metropolitan. The 
Marx pic being held over and doing 
another big week. No names at the 
Met in recent stage presentations 
seem to cutting the gross to pieces. 
Estimate for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-50-83)— 
‘Doctor X’ (WB) and stage show. 
Has had good radio plug and plenty 
space in local sheets, but will do 
only $18,000, very bad. Last week 
‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) hit a brutal 
low of $16,200. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30-55- 
66)—‘Horsefeathers’ (Par). Will get 
almost the same in second week as 
-y gk a Opening stanza a nice $16,- 
Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83)— 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (RKO) and Fred 
Waring’s band. Back to average at 
$19,000. Last week ‘Age of Con- 
sent’ (RKO) and Kate Smith clicked 
to $28,000. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Unholy Love’ (RKO) and Tex 
Guinan looks like a nice week 
around $7,800. Last week ‘American 
ao (Col) and Hilton Sisters, 


Thomas Prod. Asks Venue 
Change in $3,021 Suit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22, 

Decision on application of Thomas 
Productions for a change of venue 
to the U. S. district court, in suit 
of S. Ramirez for recovery of $3,021, 
will be made this week by Superior 
Court Judge Edmonds. Transfer of 
hearing sought by defendant be- 
cause it is a Delaware corporation. 
Ramirez declarees he invested in 
the film company under false rep- 
resentations. Richard Thomas, in 
his reply, claims that the amount 
was given in worthless and uncol- 
lectable notes. 


ADAPTING LAIT STORY 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Dorothy Farnum, former Metro 
writer, who has been in Paris for 
two years, is on Charles R. Rogers’ 
pay roll. 
She will adapt Jack Lait’s story, 














I Can’t Go Home,’ 


of Fox’s ‘Rackety Rax’ 
Dewey Robinson, new 
for ‘Six Hours to Live.’ 


release@ 
con tractee, 





Fox’s New Writers’ Home 
New $20,000 building under con« 
struction at Fox Hills to house 
writers’ script vaults, stenographie 

ani central secretarial bureau, 





Warren Keefe and Edmund Sewa 
ard from N. Y. Telegraph’ staff ig 
Warners’ scenario department, 





Out of ‘Night,’ Into ‘Hot’ 
Nancy Carroll out of Paramount’s 
‘Night After Night,’ and instead will 
go into ‘Hot Saturday.’ 





Cartoonist Scripting 
Tom McNamara, cartoonist, ene 
gaged by Radio to collaborate on 
script of ‘Little Orphan Annie.’ 





‘Cabin’ Author on Fox Lot 
Paul Green, who wrote ‘Cabin in 
the Cotton,’ brought from North 
Carolina by Fox for writing job om 
‘State Fair.’ 





Newlywed Brents Teamed 
Ruth Chatterton and George 
Brent, newlyweds, will be paired in 
Warners ‘Paris Divorce.’ Title 
changed from ‘Paris Rackets’ te 
cash in on exploitation pessibilities, 





Rubin Refuses Drunk Part 
‘Skeets’ Gallagher replaced Benny 
Rubin in Radio’s ‘Sport Page,’ when 


latter walked, refusing to play a 


drunk, 


— 


3 New U Writers 
Three new writers at U—Reginald 
Callow writing comedy for Andy 
Devine; Prescott Chaplin on ‘ss 
San Pedro,’ and ‘Bob Donaldson om 
untitled air picture. 





Arnold’s 7-Year Termer 
Edward Arnold, who came west 
few weeks ago with ‘Whistling in 
the Dark,’ and has played in three 
pictures since, given seven-year 
termer by Fox. 





Lawrence Hazard adapting hi@ 
own play, ‘Good Thing,’ for Par. 





Fox’s Water Spectacle 
Fox planning water spectaclé 
similar to ‘Neptune’s Daughter.’ 
Testing Olympic swim champs fog 
cast. 





Venturini at Fox 
Dan Venturini shifts from Parae 
mount to Fox to meg a Wall Street 
yarn. 





Franklin-Stoner will do Isador@ 
Bernstein’s ‘Lost Continent.’ 





Brown’s English Meg 2 
Following current Metro assign 
ment to write and direct ‘Wild 
Party,’ Rowland: Brown goes t¢@ 
England to direct ‘In the Flesh’ for 
Union Pictures. _English film based 
on experiences of Howard Hughes 
in Hollywood, 





Bernie Hynes here to install girl 
ushers instead of boys at Orpheum, 
as was done in ’Frisco and the 
Northwest. 


Wedding Bells 
Tom Buckingham, film writer, 
will marry Jane Ridgeway; Martin 
W. Bolger, Fox film editor, will 
marry Anna Lazarus and same for 
Nat Winecoff, music publisher’ 
rep, and Lillian M. Slade, 


Merrivale in ‘3rd Floor’ : 
Philip Merrivale, on tour with 
‘Cyrana, has been engaged by Fox 
for lead in ‘Pessing of the Third 
Floor Back.” Henry King will di- 
rect, Title to be changed. 











Weismuller’s Tour 
Fanchon & Marco dickering with 
Metro to send Johnny Weismuller 
on a personal tour before starting 
work on sequel to ‘Tarzan.’ Picturé 
still in the writing. 





‘Laughing Boy’ Hecht 
With around $10,000 spent in test# 
for Universal’s ‘Laughing Boy’ in- 
dications are that Theodore Hecht, 
stage actor, placed under term con- 
tract to Universal, will get the parts 





No Earhart Response 
Amelia Earhart has had several 
picture offers but is not interested, 
according to husband, George Pal- 
mer Putnam, Par Story exec. 





Brabin Off ‘Rasputin’ 
Metro called off double directing 
of ‘Rasputin,’ which had Richard 
3oleslavsky sharing meg _ with 
Charles Brabin: Former remains 
on Russian picture and Brabin re- 
placing Charles Vidor on ‘Mask of 





Fu Manchu.’ 
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Pictures TO BE RELEASED ff Ga a 
BETWEEN NOW AND &QE 7. 
DECEMBER FIRST! 


@ 
HAROLD LLOYD MAURICE CHEVALIER MARLENE DIETRICH 


in in “‘Love Me Tonight” in “Blonde Venus” 
“Movie Crazy”’ wih res 
Vv y J tte MacD id Herbert Marshal!, Cary Grant 
with canerre macvona ond Dickie Moore 


Constance Cummings A Reuter Rageuten Directed by 
Josef von Sternberg 





“NIGHT OF JUNE 13” “THE PHANTOM 
FOUR MARX BROTHERS with PRESIDENT” 


le Clive Brook, Lila Lee, Charlie Ruggles th 
wi 


“Horse Feathers” na tas George M. Cohan 
“THE BIG BROADCAST” Claudette Colbert 


ere hee 
with: and jimmy Durante 


Stuart Erwin, Bing Crosby, Leila 
a4 4a : 
NIGHT AFTER NIGHT Hyams, Burns & Allen,, Kate Cecil B. DeMille’s 


withNancyCarroll,GeorgeRatt, Smith, Mills Brothers, Boswell “THE SIGN OF THE CROSS” 
Alison Skipworth, Mae West = Sisters, ArthurTracy,(TheStreet with 
Singer), Vincent Lopez and his Fredric March, Elissa Landi, 
Orchestra, Cab Calloway and Claudette Colbert, Charles Loughtes 
his Orchestra. ae 
— Helen Hayes—Gary Cooper 
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CLARK GABLE 


and 


MIRIAM HOPKINS “70,000 WITNESSES” “A FAREWELL. TO ARMS” 


with Phillips Holmes, with 
e Dorothy Jordan, ‘Charlie Adolphe Menjou 


“No Man of Her Own” Ruggles, Johnny Mack Brown A Frank Borzage Production 
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Ottawa Parley Drafts Rental Tax 





Ottawa, Aug. 22. 

An attack on films from the 
United States, as well as those from 
France, Germany and Russia, was 
made in the closing stages of the 
Imperial Economic Conference at 
Ottawa with the adoption of a pro- 
posal for the levying of a special 
tax on foreign films, British pictures 
being exempted from the additional 
assessment. 


Study of the report shows that 
the full force of the tax will fall 
upon exhibitors and not upon the 
distributors or importers of United 
States’ films because the levy is to 
dJbe based upon the rental value of 
foreign films. In other words, the 
exhibitors of British countries are 
now facing a rental tax when they 
show an. American film. And a 
large part of available pictures in 
all parts of the British Empire are 
productions from the United States. 

While they have escaped a British 
film quota requirement, for which 
they have expressed gratification, 
the exhibitors of Canada will now 
have a battle on their hands when 
the foreign film tax comes before 
the Canadian Parliament at its spe- 
cial session in Ottawa next October 
which already has been tentatively 
called for the purpose of dealing 
With recommendations of the Im- 
perial Parley. 

The same situation will develop 
in other British countries. The ar- 
gument has already been advanced 


(Continued on page 39) 


MAJORS TALK REPRISAL 
FOR GERMAN EXCLUSION 


Budapest, Aug. 10, 


German quota’s restrictions or 
employment of foreign talent has 
driven out Hungarian directors, ac- 
tors and scenario writers. All are 
now flocking back to their home 
country. This is giving a fresh im- 
pulse tc local production. Only a 
few months ago great was the joy 
that Hunnia Studios, long dark, 
Should be occupied by French, Ger- 
man and British producers. Now it 
is argued that the one available 
studio with modern equipment 
ought to be at the disposal of local 
producers. Osso’s and Ufa’s con- 
tracts, however, give them control 
of the studio for another season. 

A second adjoining studio is now 
under construction. Its area will be 
105 by 1385 feet. New studio to be 
completed by October. 

Two shifts working at present at 
Hunnia: -Osso produces the fourth 
picture made in Hungary by day 
and Paul Fejos completes synchron- 
ization of ‘Spring Shower’ by night. 
The new Osso picture is ‘Le Roi de 
Palaces, adaptation of a _ Kiste- 
mackers novel by Serge Veber. A 
French version is the only one being 
made. Carmine Gallone directs. 

After the completion of ‘Roi des 
Palaces’ Paul Fejos will do a drama, 
‘Souls in the Storm,’ in English, 
German, French and Hungarian, 
Background is Hungarian. Local 
capital is financing. Fejos’ share in 
the venture is his ownership of the 
American rights, which he has also 
retained in ‘Spring Shower.’ 

After one more Ufa picture Osso 
will produce ‘Number 111,’ adapta- 
tion of another Hungarian novel, in 
Budapest. It’s a mystery crime 
Story by Eugene Heltai. 

Negotiations still pending about 
adaptation of Star Studios, which 
have been dark for years. However, 
Bince the cost of necessary altera- 
tions and putting in sound equip- 
ment was figured at $135,000, this 
will hardly eventuate. 

Idea is to show German National- 
ists that Hungary, the greatest con- 
sumer of German pictures outside 
Germany and Austria, resents the 
fact that Hungarian talent has been 
expelled from German production. 











Paris, Aug. 13. 
Paramount switches its 
German production activities from 
Joinville (near Paris) to Berlin, 
they may find difficulties in German 
sales, due to the new German quota, 
some provisions of which seem to 
aim precisely at Paramount. 
One result of the German 


Unless 


quota 


law was to promote production in| 


Hungary, due to Hungarian techni- 
cians getting fired from their Ger- 
man icbs and flocking back to Buda- 
pest clamoring for employment. 


} 1,400. 








On Film Imports; Exhibs Object’ :’:"'#is:"ss2"9° "eo: 


BIP Puts Whole Group 
Of Pictures in Work 


London, Aug. 13. 

British International resumed 
production activities this week on 
an extensive scale, with five direc- 
tors screening as many pictures. 

They are: ‘The Case of Lady 
Camber,’ with Gertrude Lawrence 
and Gerald du Maurier, directed by 
Benn W. Levy, this being his first 
effort with the films. It will be 
under the supervision of Alfred 
Hitchcock, B.I.P.’s general director. 

‘Sleepless Nights,’ with Staney 
Lupino, Polly Walker and Charlotte 
Parry in the principal roles, direc- 
ted by Thomas Bentley. 

‘Leave it to Psmith,’ featuring 
Gene Gerrard and directed by him. 

‘Magenta Street,’ featuring Julian 
Rose, directed by Norman Lee. 

‘For the Love of Mike,’ featuring 
Bobby Howes, directed by Monty 
Banks. 


Fejos Takes Rights for 
Salary on Foreign Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Paul Fejos, formerly with Metro 
and Universal, is making ‘Spring 
Shower’ in Hungarian, French and 
English at the Falaton Hunnia 
studio in Budapest. 

Capital is being furnished by the 
Hungarian government. In lieu of 








salary, Fejos is reported having 
been given the English version 
rights. 





‘Alive’ Censored 


London, Aug. 13. 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) is 
under censor treatment in England 
and may not get a certificate. 
Local Radio office hopes to get it 
through after cuts. 


Loveday, English Rep. 
For Schulberg-Feldman 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

George Loveday, veteran theatric- 
al manager, will be European rep- 
resentative of the Schulberg-Feld- 
man agency, with headquarters in 
London. 

He had been here for the past 
two weeks and left Friday 19), for 
New York to sail for home. 











Tovar’s Spanish Picture 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Lupita Tovar left for New York 
to sail Aug. 26 for Paris, to be 
starred in a Spanish picture, ‘Ec- 
stasy.’ It will be made by Electra 
Films of Germany. 

Company is making the film in 
English, German, French and 
Spanish. 


LOOK FOR UFA 4% 
Berlin, Aug. 13. 
Discussions are on over the new 
Ufa dividend, and informed circles 
believe that in view of generally 
decreased, though comparatively 
good business a rate somewhat 
lower than last year will be paid. 
A 4% dividend is reported likely. 
It is also reported Ufa will drop 
vaudeville programs and_e$ stage 
stows, except in their Hamburg 
and Duesseldorf theatres. 


ROYALTY’S VOICE TEST 
The Hague, Aug. 13. 

Though up to now the Prince 
Consort of Holland has figured in 
scores of newsreels, his voice had 
not been recorded as yet. 

He appeared in his first talker 
during the Scout Jamboree at The 
Hague this week, where scouts 
from all parts of the world assem- 
bled under Baden-Powell. 


LOEW BOOKS FOREIGNS 


Leo Brecher has closed a 16- 
picture contract with Loew’s for the 
Fine Arts theatre, Boston, a Loew 
sure-seater, 

Pictures are mostly German Ufa's, 
with a sprinkling of French talkers. 











Brussels’ 4,000-Seater 
Brussels, Aug. 13. 
The Metropole, new cinema con- 
structed in Brussels for Brauberger- 
Richbe, will be opened Sept. 15. 
Seating accommodation is for 4,- 
000 in three tiers of 1,400, 1,200 and 


i film offers from London, 


Mex. Trade on Mend 


Mexico City, Aug. 18. 
Depresh continues down here, but 





is lifting, and the sun of good 
hind the black clouds. 

3ase their conclusions upon esti- 
mated expenditure of around $30,- 
000 every Sunday by local populace 
for stage, screen and other enter- 
tainments. Stage and movie theatre 
operators seem more optimistic. 

Banking and commercial circles 
think that times are mending, and 
point to fact that resignation of 
Gen. Plutarco Elias Calles, this 
land's strong man, from Minister of 
War office didn’t bring about a po- 
litical crisis. 


Record Shows 
France Can Do 


Without World 


Paris, Aug. 22. 

Capitulation of the films released 
in France during the year ending 
June 30 shows the dubbing buga- 
boo is pretty much over-emphasized 
and possibly explains the compara- 
tive mildness of the final draft of 
the French quota law. Total num- 
ber of 201 pictures were offered for 
censorship permits in France dur- 
ing the year, of which number only 
30 were films dubbed outside of 
‘France and*29 dubbed within this 
country. 

Of the 201 pictures 102 were 
French talkers, meaning that more 
than half the country’s product was 
home-made. That’s an appreciable 
rise over past production and ac- 
counts for the fact that French feel 
pretty comfortable about their film 
situation. Twenty-eight of the re- 
maining pictures were French films 
made abroad and 12 were partially 
French made and partially foreign. 

Figures indicate that if France 
were suddenly forced to do without 
foreign product, as threatened on 
occasion by U. S. firms, she would 
not be seriously hurt. 

Of the French films made outside 
of France, United Artists supplied 
one, Universal one and Paramount 
only two. Dubbed outside of France 
by American concerns were Uni- 
versal, one; Warners, four; Fox, 
one; and Metro, 17. 


LONDON HIPP ALL SET 
FOR ‘GRAND HOTEL’ 


London, Aug. 22. 

‘Out of the Bottle’ will close at 
the Hippodrome, Sept. 3, and the 
deal has practically been settled to 
have ‘Grand Hotel’ (film) go in for 
a twice daily run at regular legit 
scale. 

The same policy will be followed 

















Moscow’s 7,000-Seater 
Biggest in the World 


Moscow, Aug. 22 
world is 


Biggest cinema in the 


Leing built here, with completion 
expected in the fall. House will 
have 7,000 seats, putting it ahead 


the Gaumont Palace in 
New York and 
Radio City’s 


of both 
Paris, the Roxy in 
200 seats ahead of 
new music hall. 

It's a rebuilt building that for- 
merly housed an outdoor riding 
academy with a 15,000-seat grand- 
stand. 


— ee 


Uta and Local Chain 


Control All Budapest 


Budapest, Aug. 11, 

Concentration of Budapest de- 
luxers into a few strong hands is 
continuing for the coming season. 
Istvan Gero, who controlled Forum, 
Royal Apollo and Palace last year, 
has acquired Decsi, the first modern 
picture palace of this city. 

Beside owning the four impor- 
tant picture houses, the Gero con- 
cern supplies pictures to two others, 
Omnia and Corso, and concentrates 
the publicity of all six into one 
unit. This position, the strongest 
on the Budapest picture market, en- 
ables Gero to buy advantageously 
and pracically control the market. 

To hold the balance, Ufa, which 
ewns three big houses in Budapest, 
Ufa, Urania and Corvin, has made 
an arrangement with Hirsch and 
Tsuk, distributors, who own Ka- 
mara and Capitol. Ufa pictures will 
be shown in the latter two houses 
and the distributors’ pictures will be 
taken over by the Ufa theatres, 


Only one big de luxe house re- 
mains outside these two trusts. 
That is Radius, belonging to Metro- 
Goldwyn. Compared to others, its 
past season was very successful. 


W.B.’s 15 Paris Films 


Paris, Aug. 13. 


During the visit of Sam E. Morris 
in Paris a schedule of production of 
15 French pictures to be made by 
Warner Bros. here was arranged. 
Jean Daumery is the firm’s pet 
French director. 


Warner Bros. have no studios 
here, and will have to make ar- 
rangements for studio space. Irvin 
Ascher of the Warner London office 
will supervise the production end. 
Ernest Koenig, formerly with West- 
ern Electric, has been appointed 
sales manager of the Paris Warner 
branch, headed by Robert Schless. 

















for the provincial showings of the 
M-G-M screen production. 





N. Y. Censors Reverse 


Own Ban on ‘Maedchen’ 


Censors in New York have passed 
‘Maedchen im Uniform,’ German 
talker, after it had been flatly 
turned down a couple of times. 

John Krimsky, who owns the New 
York rights, is now negotiating for 
a Broadway house with a view to 
two-a-daying it. 








Sold Films; Wins Suit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Xavier Cugat, Spanish musician, 
awarded judgment for $8,333 against 
Rodolfo Montes in Superior court 
as settlement of contract whereby 
Cugat sold his interest in two 
Spanish pictures made here. 

Films were ‘Charros, Gauchos y 
Manolas’ and ‘Un Fotografo Dis- 
| traido.’ 





‘Variety’ as Attention Caller 


British Gov’t Aims at 
Making Culture Films 


London, Aug. 138. 





| 





;is now being written, 





Paris, Aug. 13. 
Pathe Natan gave Lora Hays a; 
starring contract in their forthcom- | 
ing production, ‘L’Affaire est dans 
| le Sac,’ immediately the report of 
|her acting in ‘Musical Chairs’ ap- 
| peared here in ‘Variety.’ 
| Film will be directed by M. 
| vert. Similarly, a ‘Variety’ report 
on Arlette Marchal got her several 





Pre- 
' 


There yet may be a cultural film 
institute in England, government 
supervised. 

When this idea was suggested in 
connection with the Sunday open- 


|ing bill everybody laughed, but seri- 


ous steps are being taken now to 
make sure some of the receipts from 
Sunday film performances go into a 
central fund with which to estab- 
lish such an institution. 





Eisenstein’s Comedy 


Moscow, Aug. 22. 

Sergei Eisenstein will turn to 
comedy for his next film. Scenario 
with Eisen- 
stein sitting in on the writing. 

According to tentative plans 
Eisenstein will be ready to start 
shooting in about two months. It 
will be the first film he has made 
in his native Russia for some years. 


SEIDELMAN HEADS HOME 





Par’s foreign policies t9 cope \ ith 


jthe new quota laws ev ery where, 


Maurice Ostrer and Gell Over 
To Settle Fox-Brit. 


Gaumont Case 


London, Aug, 22. 

Fox and Gaumont-British have 
buried the hatchet and the Fox suit 
against G-B for $20,000,000 will 
probably be discontinued within a 
week or so. Maurice Ostrer and 
William Gell, G-B directors, sail for 
New York tonight (22) to complete 
the peace negotiations started by 
Sidney Kent, Fox president, during 
his recent visit here. 

Understanding is that the under- 
lying basis of the settlement is that 
Gaumont gives Fox 100% release in 
the 250 Gaumont houses in Britain. 
That was the original intention of 
Fox in buying into the British con- 
cern. Also desired by Fox is that 
Sidney Kent be elected to the Gau- 
mont British board. Further condi- 
tion would have the board of Brit- 
ish & Metropolis Trust, parent com- 
pany of all G-B concerns, realigned 
with four Fox directors appointed 
as against four Gaumont members 
and with one member neutral. 

May Amend By-Laws 

Several difficulties in that ar- 
rangement, most important oeing 
that the by-laws of Gaumont Brit- 
ish definitely state that only Eng- 
lishmen can be members of the 
board. Thought likely that Gau- 
mont, wishing to comply with the 
American wishes in this ‘matter, 


(Continued on page 38) 


EMBARGO OR NO, MEXICO 
STILL WANTS U. S. PIX 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Despite embargo against two re- 
cent American-made pictures be- 
cause of material considered anti- 
Mex, Hollywood product is still in 
demand below the Rio Grande, ac- 
cording to B. J. Gottlieb, Mexican 
representative for M-G-M, here for 
a few days. Spanish-made pictures 
are duds in Mexico, he says, as are 
dubbed versions. 

Mexican picture followers want 
screen entertainment more or less 
heavy, and take sex angle seriously. 
Slapstick comedy is in demand, but 
the more subtle, or light comedy, 
stories, have no spot in the neigh- 
boring country. 

There is strong aversion, Gottlieb 
says, to pictures placing the Latin 
speaking countries in an adverse 
light. Pictures made in Spain, or 
in Hollywood with Spanish dialog 
dubbed, are partially taboo, as not 
reflecting the real Mexico in lan- 
guage, mannerisms and locale. 

Most American stars are favor- 
ites, according to Gottlieb, though 
several who have registered hits on 
this side of the border have failed 
to click, because their type is un- 
familiar with the average Mexican, 
Action pictures, melodrama and sex 
go over with a bang, but the simple, 
homely type are frowned on. 

Gottlieb brings news of a new 
theatre circuit on the west coast of 
Mexico, sponsored by Preciado, 
| Which is opening houses in Nogales 
and Hermosillo, with another spot 
to be determined shortly. 


Recognition for P.A.’s 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Foreign Correspondents’ Associa- 
tion has gone for the Academy idea 
of making an annual award to the 
p. a. it considers has been most 
helpful. 

Harold Manheim, at Universal, 
given scroll for co-operation the 
past 12 months. 


Chaliapin Film Set 


London, Aug. 22. 

Nelson Films, Limited, formed 
early this year to make a musical 
talker of ‘Don Quixote’ with Chal- 
iapin in the title role, is finally get- 
ting into action. 

Pabst, German director, will pro- 
duce an English and French ver- 
sion. Likely George Robey will have 
the role of Sancho Panza, 

Estimated cost $400,000, with the 
| star receiving $100,000 and an inter- 
est in the profits. 























ee 


BAN OFF ‘HATCHET MAN’ 

German censors have withdrawn 
their ban on ‘Hatchet Man’ (WRB) 
j}and picture is row free to be shown 


Paris, Aug. 22. 

J. H. Seidelman, Paramount for- 
eign chief, and John W. Hicks, Jr., 
will sail for New York Sept. 1 on 
their return from a two-month Eu- | 
pean survey. They will have vis- 
| ited France, England, Sweden, Ger- 
|many, Belgium, Spain and Italy 
| when they sail. 

During the trip Siedelman_ set 


in the country 4s is. 
Film had been banned 
jrequest of the Chinese, 


at first on 
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Amusement Shares Gain But Little 
As Leaders Go to New High Ground 


Amusement stocks made minor 
gains or remained stationary yester- 
day (Monday), while the market let 
off a new display of fireworks, rep- 
resenting a climb into a new recov- 
ery peak and above 70 in the indus- 
trial averages. 

Performance included such ad- 
vances as 10 points net for Union 
Pacific, 6 for Telephone above 116 
and better than 4 for U. S. Steel at 
45. Best prices came near the close 
with trading activity at its maxi- 
mum and the ticker 2 minutes late. 
Volume was in excess of 3,000,000 
shares. 


Throughout the day and at the 
crest of the movement the amuse- 
ments were sluggish. Loew got to 
31%, but the bulk of trading was 
done below 31% and the sponsor- 
ing clique appeared to make no ef- 
fort to get aboard the sudden re- 
sumption of bullish operations. 


There was nothing in the Chicago 
grain market to inspire optimism. 
Instead the cue to a new splurge 
probably came from the sensational 
performance of the bond list last 
week and again yesterday. 


Amusement bonds continued to 
play a prominent part in the bond 
excitement with Loew duplicating 
its 1932 top of 90 for the second 
time in a fortnight. The Para- 
mount-Publix 5%’s were another 
strong and active spot among the 
obligations, but the stocks of both 
concerns appeared to be content to 


(Continued on page 23) 














> w?..2 
Yesterday’s ™ ‘ces 
Net 
Sale High. Low. Last.chge. 
200 Col. P..... 18% 11% 13 +1 
100 Con, F 3% 3% 3%—% 
200 Con. F. pf. 6% 6 6%+% 
3,800 East. K... 54% Gi 54% +3% 
800 Fox ...... 4% «4% «44% + «% 
6,000 Loew 31% 31 31% +1 
200 Loew, pf.. 7 72% 12% +4% 
17,500 Par-P - ™% C% Ob+ % 
200 Pathe “ 1 
600 Pathe A... 4 3% 4 
33,900 RCA . - % BY 2%+ % 
2,000 RKO ..... 5% Ss 5% + 
100 Shub oe % % % 
hk ») Se eee 3% 3% 3%+% 
BONDS 
$6,000 G s & 5 54+ % 
3,000 Keith 44% 44 44% +5% 
7,000 Loew .... 90 89 90 +1 
21,000 Par. F-M. 48% 43% 48 +5 
54,000 Par-P .. 45 40% 44 +4 
1,000 RKO deb 78 78 78 —8 
12,000 W. B..... 31% 33% +2 
CURB 
900 Tech. ..... 3% 3% 3%+% 











quest for relief. 





FORTUNELLO 
CIRRILLINO 


Appearing on the Re-opening Bill 
of the 
ROXY, NEW YORK 
(Week August 20) 
Direction: NED KALCHEIM, 
WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


Booth Scale Relief 
Ready in Baltimore 


Baltimore, Aug. 22. 
New projectionist-theatre con- 
tract, to be signatured shortly for 
effect Labor Day, will likely call 
for a reduction in the present scale. 
Operators are understood to have 
promised to meet the theatres’ re- 


Scale for the IATSE booth men 
now rates as $87 for the chief pro- 
jectionist and $82 for three assist- 
ants. While actual details of the 
negotiations have not yet been 
r ached, it’s reported that the oper- 
ators will offer to accept a 15% 
chop. 





5 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
Utica, N. Y.. Auc. 22. 

Projectionists employed locally 
must have five years’ experiece and 
pass a municipal examination as the 
result of an ordinance just passed 

by the Utica Common Council. 
Passage was opposed by W. R. 
Goldbas, representing the theatrical 
interests, but favored by the projec- 


Dead Snake One of Many 


Headaches for Producers 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Aftermath of battle between a 
trainer and a python at the Horne 
zoo, in which the snake succumbed, 
is series of legal headaches for S. S. 
Millard, who was making a wild 
animal feature which required the 
staged fight. 

First, I. S. Horne brought a Mu- 
nicipal court suit against promoter 
for $225 animal and reptile rental 
and $150 for the dead python. Then 
he slapped an attachment on seven 
reels of positive print belonging to 
Millard held by Associated Film En- 
terprises. Latter filed claim for 
$100 laboratory work on attached 
reels. State labor commission fol- 
lowed, putting in preferred labor 
claims totaling $522 for 11 people 
who worked in or on picture. 





PROV’S WORRY 


Overseated Town Opening New 
Conn’s 4,000-Seater 








Providence, Aug. 22. 

Overseated Providence sees a new 
headache when Capt. Jacob Conn’s 
new downtowner, 4,000 capacity, 
opens Saturday (27). This is weeks 
ahead of schedule. The Modern 
(burlesk) also reopens the same 
day. 

Local showmen have been 
squawking that the local situation 
is overseated and Conn’s split week 
vaudfilm policy, with the 4,000 ca- 
pacity, has ’em worrying the more. 


Ohio OK’s School Films, 
Plans a Thorough Trial 


Columbus, Aug. 22. 

Visual instruction by both sound 
and silent films, is to be given the 
backing of the Ohio state depart- 
ment of education this year. 

B. A. Aughinbaugh, supervisor, 
declares that film teaching is to be 
given a thorough trial in all de- 
partments. 








McCarthy’s Tonsil Verdict 
Charlie McCarthy, of Paramount’s 
eastern publicity headquarters, re- 
turns to his desk this week. 
Has had a long tussle with bad 














tionists and electricians. 


tonsils. 


UNDECIDED 


B. & K. Can't Figure Paradise Fu- 
ture With Marbro Holding Up 








* Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Paradise, west side deluxer, will 
probably remain dark until the out- 
come of the contemplated dropping 
of double features is seen locally. 
B. & K. is uncertain what policy 
to adopt in that locality where their 
other house, ihe Marbro, is thriving. 

Marbro, with the Paradise closed, 
has become one of the most profit- 
able heuses of the chain. 





Skouras’ 50% Donation 
For Nassau Cops’ Defense 


Those 13 Nassau cops who have 
been indicted for the murder of 
Hyman Stark have the whole 
county behind them. Theatres, 
press, organizations and individuals 
are now busy in raising a defense 
fund, 

This week is ‘Theatre Week,’ 
Skouras chain in Nassau county to 
donate 50% of its net for the de- 
fense fund. Tickets at 50c at all 
of the houses this week are good 
for any seat at any house. The 
houses are the Rivoli, Hempstead, 
Cove, Playhouse in Great Neck, the 
Valley Stream and the Lynbrook. 

George W. Loft, former candy 
man, is the spirit behind the cops 
defense. 





Horne Re-enters Indie 
Feature Production Field 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

James P. Horne, former indie pro- 
ducer and director, inactive in pic- 
tures for several years, will produce 
and direct ‘Fatal Marriage’ for the 
state right market. Yarn has 48 
characters, all small parts. Lew 
Sargent and Victoria Vinton are the 
leads. 

Horne will work at Trem Carr 
studio. 





RKO Reopening Alhambra 
Proposed deal with Loew’s hav- 
ing chilled, RKO is going ahead 
with plans for reopening the Al- 

hambra, New York, as a grind. 





No date set 





Congestion Sends Two 
Radio Productions to 
Culver City Studio 


’ Hollywood, Aus. £2. 
Overcrowded condition on the 
Radio lot, where eight features and 
two comedies are now in work, ne- 
cessitated moving the big sets of 
two features to the Pathe studio. 
Most of ‘Secrets of the French 
Police’ will be made at the Culver 
City plant, and the big exteriors of 
‘Eighth Wonder’ are being ground 
out there now. ‘Second Fiddle,’ Jo- 
seph Schnitzer’s production for. 
Radio release, also is in work at 
Pathe. 








ST. LOUIS POOL’S CHANGE 


Out of RKO-Publix 
Management 





Fox Drops 





Proposed pool between RKO, 
Publix and Fox in St. Louis is 
snagged because of the receivership 
of Fox Theatres. Exact hitch isn’t 
known but the result is that the 
Fox may stay out of the pool 
temporarily though RKO will take 
the Publix-Ilissouri under a one 
year lease and pool operation with 
its St. Louis. 

Setup will get under way this Sat- 
urday (27). Tentative plan is for the 
St. Louis to play combo and the 
Missouri straight films. The Mis- 
souri to get the first call of the pic- 
ture product as against the St. 
Louis. Product made available thig 
way includes RKO, Paramount, Co- 
lumbia and Universal. 

The St. Louis isn’t scheduled to 
reopen until late in September. 





Home Town Pre-release: 


Denver, Aug. 22. 

Film ‘Silver Dollar,’ based on life 
of H. A. W. Tabor, who made @ 
fortune in gold and silver mines of 
this state, is to have a week’s two- 
a-day at the Paramount early im 
October. 

General release is set for Dec, 
10, when it will return here at pop 
prices. Plans call for personal ap= 
pearance of Edward G. 
and Bette Davis, stars. 
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IS HONORED TO HAVE BEEN SELECTED BY 


FRANK CAMBRIA 


TO APPEAR ON THE RE-OPENING BILL OF THE 


ROXY, NEW YORK 


(THIS AUGUST 20) 


INDEFINITE ENGAGEMENT 


PH 
GRIFFIN 


Irish American 





enor 


WEEK, 


Personal Direction 


MORRIS SILVERS 


WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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We take this opportunity to thank our 
friends for their kind felicitations 





FRANK CAMBRIA, 


Managing Director. 


CLARK ROBINSON, 


Director of Productions. 


RUSSELL MARKERT, 


Director of the Roxyettes. 


DAVID ROSS, 


Director of Music. 


TED LEAPER, 


Manager. 


HARRY HOLLANDER, 


Casting Director. 


NORMAN SCHWARTZ, 


Stage Manager. 


COLDON WELD, 


Costume Designer. 


ANNE ELLIOTT, 


Costumer. 


IX. P. WAXMAN, 


Advertising Counsel, 
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“Exhibitors who have been 
anxiously waiting for Harold 
Lloyd’s next picture will find their 
patience handsomely rewarded. It’s 
here, and it’s a pip.” —Gillette, Film Daily 


Movie Crazy’ is the best 
Lloyd picture since ‘The Fresh- 
man’.... A yell from the first word 
spoken to the last situation. Will bring 


plenty of new money into any theatre.” 
— Hollywood Reporter 


s, * owe sotisielete 


“Movie Crazy’ is one of the best con- gis as ge 

structed and best timed comedies that ae : “This new Harold Lloyd comedy takes 

has hit the screen in some time. You | : its place among the great hilarities of 
all time.” — Chrisman, Screen Play 





can take our word for it, when we tell 
you Lloyd’s latest is something to get 
excited about.” —Kann, Motion Picture Daily 


“It ranks with the memor- : 
able ’Grandma’s Boy’ of 12 : 
years ago and with ‘The pe 
Freshman’.”” —Scoop Conlon, ea 

Detroit Free Press 





























“For sheer brilliancy in the art of 2 | 

drawing laughs, there is no comedy s 

thus far this season that can even | 
approach ‘Movie Crazy’ in enter- 


tainment.’—Whitney Williams, 
Los Angeles Times 
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Cl CParamount Release 


Produced by 
HAROLD LLOYD CORPORATION 
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Talking Shorts 








'GET THAT LION’ 
Game Hunting 
29 Mins. 
Cameo, N. Y. 
Principal Pictures 

One of the finest, because it is 
one of the most natural, mountain 
game chases ever brought to the 
screen. The camera work is espe- 
cially excellent. 

Long enough to satisfy on a 
double feature program, it is also 
of a quality, as well as proportion, 
to substitute for shorts in key 
houses. 

It is seldom that an audience at 
some time or another during the 
projection of a theme of this kind 
does not sense artificality. There 
is neither staginess on the part of 
the sole human in the cast nor 
tameness in connection with the 
huge mountain line inspiring the 
chase. 

The camera has caught the beast 
in some remarkable poses. The 
sheep and cows that he has killed 
are covered sufficiently without be- 
ing overdone. As the chase wears 
on the lion takes on more and more 
the role of an animal which is obli- 
vious to everything but the man 
with dogs and a gun. 

Lassoing the beast high up in a 
tree and letting him hang for his 
ranch ravages actually provides a 
climax to a continuity established 
by careful editing and a_ well 
worded off screen voice. Waly. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Broadway by Day’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 
Broadwayites will notice that this , 
episode in the Carpet series hardly 
scratches Times Square gife. 
too big an order, however, to do 
that since it traces the stem from 
its source in the country right down 
to the Battery all in 10 minutes. 
‘Broadway by Day’ reviews scenes 
familiar to every New Yorker. For 
the out-of-town theatres all over 
it is an excellent glimpse of the big 
Waly. 


‘OUR GANG!’ Series 
‘Choo-Choo’ 


New York, New York 
Metro-Goldwyn 

One of the lesser ‘Our Gang’ 
comedies that features the fist bust- 
ing infant, Spanky, who doesn’t 
scream, sing or talk, but merely 
jabs his right into the faces of his 
elders. McGowan has done a piece 
here that’s below his usual standard 
with the same kid troupe. 

It’s a kid mixup on a moving 
train with animals interspersed. A 
pansy takeoff by the male guardian 
of the kids en route is all out of 





order. Shan, 


‘MEXICO, LAND OF CHEWING 
GUM’ 
Travelog 
16 Mins. 
New York, New York 
T. P. Epics No. 3 


Alternating femme and male lec- 
ture voices are heard offscreen de- 
scribing the silent scenics and 
action of this subject. It’s not the- 


atre stuff. From a technical stand- 
point, the femme voice doesn’t 
register with interest, anyway. Most 
of the action looks staged, particu- 
larly a kidnapping scene, where the 
suitor calmly grabs his bride and 
d°-s a Lochinvar. 

It’s still Yucatan, however. The 
same Yucatan described in an 
earlier subject of the same series as 
‘Land of the Feathered Serpent.’ 
Now it’s chewing gum and natives 
are shown drawing the chicle sap 
from trees and cooking it into 
cakes. Also a glimpse of how the 
cakes look when reaching the gum 
factories in the States. Shan, 





‘DEAR OLD LONDON’ 
E. M. Newman Traveltalk 
10 Mins. 
Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 1351 

Okay Newman Traveltalk on a 
par with the rest of the series, 
highlighting London although some- 


how four minutes or so of the total 
10 devoted to shots of the superb 
London zoological gardens seemed 
a bit too much for a travelog on 
London, which could have been ex- 
tended to dwell more on various de- 
tail in the outlying sectors if the 
highlights of the Parliamentary 


It i ‘buildings, changing of the guards, 
8} 


etc., was so soon exhausted. 

Still it made for a satisfactory 
enough travtalk, Newman doing the 
spieling. Bert Frank edited as usal. 
He should have cut down on the 
zoo stuff in favor of the actual 
London life. Abel. 


‘YOU'RE KILLING ME’ 
Comedy Dramalet 
10 Mins. 
Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1401 

Hokum mystery comedy drama- 
let with a few laffs and one of those 
‘cheating cheaters’ twists. Janet 
Rathbun, Victor Kilian and Ray 
Collins are the principal people, and 
scenario is from a story by Jack 
Henley and Glen Lambert, directed 
by Alf Goulding. 

Sequence of events is built around 
a pseudo-corpse and the mulcting 
of victims to pay for funeral ex- 
penses with the turning of tables 
in a sequence of burlesque de- 
nouements. 

An okay one-to-fill. Abel. 





LOVE ME TONIGHT | 


Paramount production and release star- 
ring Maurice Chevalier. Directed by 
Rouben Mamoulian. Featured players: 
Jeanette MacDonald, Charlie Ruggles, 
Charles Butterworth, Myrna Loy and C, 
Aubrey Smith. Screen play by Samuel 
Hoffenstein, Waldemar Young and George 
Marion, Jr., based on a French play by 
Leopold Marchant and Paul Armont, Mu- 
sic and lyrics by Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart. Camera, Victor Milner. At 
the Rivoli, New York, Aug. 17 for a run. 
Running time, 90 mins. 


Maurice Courtelin........ Maurice Chevalier 
Princess Jeanette...... Jeanette MacDonald 
Vicomte de Varezegm...... Charlie Ruggles | 
Count de Savignac..,... Charles Butterworth 
Countess Valentine..... vebece ane Myrna Loy 
. ©. Ferro or C. Aubrey Smith 
Pisst AGN. .cccvvsteess Elizabeth Patterson 
Second Aunt..... 4000000086484 Ethel Griffies 
Third Aunt....cccce ....--Blanche Friderici 
The Doctor.........+.+.-.Joseph Cawthorn 
Major-Domo. ..ccceccscosscsecs Robert Greig 
Dresemakers ..cccccccoccccceses Ethel Wales 
Bakery Gith...cccos Marion ‘Peanuts’ Byron 
Bienes, THABORE . 50000000 080n00 000 Mary Doran | 
TEMRIO, cccaccere oancebe tesee eon sert Roach 
LMUNGrems. . 2. ccceccccscns Cecil Cunningham 
eee eee Perey iy rrr Tyler Brook 
Weaa bb ones ce cnneeet egaseenes Edgar Norton 


A gem of a class production, and, 
with that aura that surrounds Che- 
valier, a cleanup for the run thea- 
tres. Sublimated light screen cn- 
tertainment, done into a musical 
fantasy. Probably will be rated be- 
low ‘Love Parade’ for America, but 
likely to overshadow that semi- 
classic abroad, where it will be ac- 
claimed, both for Chevalier and 
Jeanette MacDonald, who makes a 
happy continuance of the partner- 
ship with the Frenchman. 

Angle that the picture will miss 
slightly for general release here 
arises from the fact that it comes 
from an original source alien to 
American ideas. Nearest thing to 
it in filmdom was ‘Congress Dances,’ 
the social satire of which was large- 
ly over the heads of Yankee fans. 
There are often subtle comedy 
twists to ‘Love Me’ of the same 
sort. 





Story is innocent of that com- 
modity called American hoke, and 
few pictures go to the heights with- 
out it within Mr. Hoover's borders. 
Which is another way of saying 
that the p.cture is too good to rate 
a sensation, but good enough to! 
bring home a barrel of money from 
the deluxe dates and ride success- 
fully through the bulk of subsequent 


releases on the strength of Che- 
valier’s prestige. Abroad it will be 
accepted as matching the French- 
man’s best, and prosper accord- 
ingly. 

Treatment takes on the color of 
a@ musical comedy frolic, whim- 
sical in its aim and deliciously car- 
ried out in its pattern, in its play- 
ing and in its. direction. Effect is 
altogether delightful. Gives Miss 
MacDonald an excellent opportunity 
for quiet comedy playing, which she 
rises charmingly to meet. 


Design of the story is as though. 


Gilbert and Sullivan had dramatized 
one of the Grimm fairy tales and 
Ring Lardner had Americanized it. 
The comedy is exquisitely amusing, 
particularly in all too brief se- 
quences involving Charlie Ruggles 
and Charles Butterworth, Adapters 
also have given the dialog a num- 
ber of swift and spicy sallies that 
count for solid laughs. And the 
production throughout has stunning 
pictorial beauty. Here is seen the 
fine hand of Director Mamoulian, 
who, in this effort, challenges the 
supremacy of the great and tricky 
Lubitsch in the management of gay 
elegance in atmosphere and back- 
ground. 

Mamoulian reveals a shrewd flair 
for novelty angles, notably in the 
fascinating opening, 
signed to sound a key motif for the 
gay symphony that it introduces. 
It is dawn over the vacant, sunlit 
streets of Paris. First a_ street 
worker hammers at the pavements, 
a cobbler pounds at his last, a 
vagrant snores in a doorway and a 
knife grindex grates over his grind- 
stone. Gradually other sounds of 
the waking day work into a jazzy 
cadenza as the camera walks into 
the bedroom of the gay young tailor 
(Chevalier) waking to a new day 
with a song on his lips. 

Roulade is ‘Isn't It Romantic?’ a 
rollicksome canticle that seizes 
everybody he passes on the street, 
until a squad of maneuvering mili- 
tiamen out in the country bring it to 
the ears of the Princess 
Opening supplies the _ strain of 
gaiety that runs through the whole 


footage. Other musical numbers | 
furnish a light thread of melody 


that accompanies the story to a 


: ave . . ; | 
climax near the end when everybody | Miss Gaynor or Farrell but it looks | somewhat 


concerned carries along a refrain, 


sequence de- |! 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). A 
money picture, probably 
stronger in important spots 
than for general release. Chev- 
alier in a particularly engag- 
ing role with Jeanette Mac- 


Donald. A spicy musical com- 
edy with a captivating score. 
‘The First Year’ (Fox). 


Janet Gaynor and Charles Far- 
rell in a plot that’s a natural 
for them. 

‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par). 
Submarine thriller with a sus- 
penseful problem play back- 
ground. Notable performances 
by Charles Laughton, new- 
comer heavy, and Gary Cooper. 
Film of femme interest despite 
lukewarm performance of Tal- 
lulah Bankhead. 

‘Speak Easily’ (Metro). Bust- 
er Keaton, Jimmy Durante and 
a goodly supply of laughs in a 


comedy talker that should 
please all over. 
‘Crooner’ (FN). A_ tearer- 


downer for the radio specie 
of warbler with audience sym- 
pathy so alienated from the 
central character that it re- 
acts against the entire pic- 
ture, despite the basic desire 
to create that spirit of razoo 
for the crooner’. character. 
Lightweight stuff, mot espe- 
cially well done. 


‘Two Against the World’ 
(WB). Mild Constance Ben- 
nett picture. A cross between 
a parlor and court room 
drama with the formula too 
familiar. 

‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio). 


Wheeler and Woolsey satire 
on college fvotball with the 
comedians in jail. Good where 
the stars are popular, but 
probably an in and outer. 


‘Unholy Love’ (Hoffman). 
Allegedly an adaptation of 
Flaubert’s ‘M:dame_ Bovary’ 


but in modern clothes and lo- 
cale moved to Rye, N. Y. Over- 
acted, overstaged and badly 
handled. Strictly for twin- 
feature layouts. 

‘Der Fall des Oberst Redl’ 
(Sonor). Heavy German spy 
and mystery film. Too hard to 
follow, but with good acting 
by Lil Dagover and Theodor 
Loos. For strictly German 
audiences only. 





love each other. Their 


ant with love in their hearts and 
cash in the bank. Could the Gaynor- 
Farrell following ask for more? 
Maude Eburne, Robert McWade | 
and Leila Bennett are the comedy 
relief, the first two as the girl's lov- 
ing parents. Some of the old man’s 
snappy answers to mother's choice 
cracks are examples of shrewd com- 
edy writing. Equally well written 
for comedy effect is Miss Bennet’s 
colored maid role, but the not so 
convincing make-up makes it 
tougher for h>-r than anyone else in 
the cast. ‘ 
Production is inexpensive looking 
but okay. Naturals like this one 
don’t walk through the studio gates 
often. When they do they can carry 
themselves. No splurge necessary | 
in this case, and none given, "i 
Bige. | 


DEVIL AND THE DEEP 


Paramount production and release co- 
starring Tallulah Bankhead and Garry 
Cooper. Directed by Marion  Gering. 


Ben Levy from story by 
Camera, Charles Lang. At 
New York and Brooklyn, 


Screen play by 
Harry Hervey. 
the Paramount. 


Aug. 19. Running time, 72 mins. 

Pauline Sturm.......... Tallulah Bankhead 
EAeut. Baer . ooo tecess cseser Gary Cooper 
Commander Sturm....... Charles Laughton 
Lieut. Jaekel........ ai wsbesees Cary Grant 
PORE ORT ST ree Paul Porcasi 
3, lL See eeees+. Juliette Compton 
Ss, MEE s kv 06besbese uses Dorothy Christy , 
a eee 60660 0 acd Arthur Hoyt 
FUUttOm cccccccdcccccccccusse Henry Kolker 


A neatly built up theatrical story 
with a world of dramatic tension 
which loses much of its grip by the' 
lifeless and superficial playing of 
the most synthetic of actresses, 
Tallulah Bankhead, the weak ele- 
ment in a good story for the first 
time, instead of being the strong 
factor in weak plays, which has 
; been her experience for the most: 
part lately. 

Sums up as a fair commercial 
release and ought to get a mod- 
erately good play from the femme 

















‘The Son of a Gun, He’s Nothing 
But a Tailor,’ a smashing bit of 
musical and comedy build-up and 
a fine bit of stage culmin:.tion. 

Couple of bits of spicy reveal- 
ment of the MacDonald figure un- 
draped, notably a deftly handled 
scene in which the wise family 
physician tries to diagnose the ail- 
ments of the lovesick heroine. 

Story has to do with Chevalier, 
the Paris tailor, going to a great 
French castle to collect a bill run 
up by a scapegrace scion of the 
family, and being introduced as 
Baron Courtelin and held as an 
honored guest to keep his mission 
secret. Fun of the situation arises 
from the presence of the lively 
young Parisian commoner among a 
crowd of fossilized old nobles of 
both sexes. 

Musical numbers are as amusing 
,;for on.ce in their lyrics as they are 
attractive in their melodies, and are 
blended in smoothly with the action, 
a trick in which Mamoulian excels. 

Rush. 


THE FIRST YEAR 


Fox production and release. Janet Gay- 
nor and Charles Farrell starred. Directed 
by William K. Howard. Adapted by Lynn 
Starling from Frank Craven's stage play of 
same name. Hal Hohr, photog. At the 
Roxy, New York, week of Aug. 20. Run- 
ning time, 89 minutes. 





trace Livingston...........+.- Janet Gaynor 
Tommy Tucker.......... ....Charles Farrel! 
Mrs: BarstOw, .ccicssccecses Minna Gombell 
NS ToT eer er Te .--Leila Bennett 
Dr. Myron Anderson......... Dudley Digges 
Fred Livingston....... «++--Robert McWade 
Dick Loring........« eeesee--George Meeker 
Emily Livingston..... everece Maude Eburne 
Pete Barstow........ eccecsece Henry Kolker 





Janet Gaynor and Charles Farrell in 
a story that’s as close to perfection 
for them as any piece of screen 
writing could be. Hadn’t Frank 
Craven written and Jonn Golden 
produced this play for legit in 1922 
it covld easily be mistaken for a 


in 1932. 
better for this screen team if he 
had had them in mind when writing 
it. 

When the connection between plot 
and the players is as close as it is in 





heroine. | 


this instance, no mere than adequate 
idirection and profuction are neces- 
sary. William K. Howard provided 
|} the proper pacing with his direction, 
‘and the result is a natural. 


|life may not have been a romp for 


to nave been. They have been 


| pearance. 


tailor-made job for Gaynor-Farrell | ¢t 
Craven couldn't have done | “148 of 


| steel 
; Rush of water into the sub as the 


building up to just such a story in 
jall of their past films. | 
} They 
|} troubles are typical. They surmount! 
the handicaps and emerge triumph- ,; , 


| has been 


; three chances at 





fans. Certainly the male side of 


women, since the subject marks the 
return after a considerable absence | 
of Gary Cooper, looking better than | 
he has in a long time, and making 


a stunning figure in the uniform of | 
a British naval officer. This angle 
and also the swell menace as con-! 
tributed by Charles Laughton are 
the picture’s principal assets. In- 
deed Laughton’s heavy is really 
epic. Part is that of a British 
submarine commander, apparently 
normal and popular with his asso-° 
ciates, but really a madman, his 
insanity being directed toward the 
delusion that every personable 
young man is his wife's lover. 

This is the situation which works 
to the climax when the mad cap- 
tain sinks his own submarine with 
all on board to destroy the woman 
and his Lieutenant (Cooper), a dra- 
matic sequence developed with art- 
ful and telling effect despite its 
obvious theatre. At least it’s thea- 
tre in a highly tense and absorbing 
form, done with utmost realism in 
the setting of a submarine control 
room and with all the camera tricks 
to lend it punch. 

Much of the suspense hangs upon 
the deft playing of Laughton whose 
acting of the lunatic menace calls 
for nice shading. It is such a part 





the cast will attract and please the: 





as could make an actor’s field day, 
but Laughton plays it with just 
the right measure of artful restraint 
and equally artful emphasis where 
the story calls for vigor. 

Scenario has been shrewdly 
handled for the strictly British pat- 
tern of seeming calm that conceals 
the turmoil hrewing beneath the 
surface in this group of outwardly 
conventional people in a North 
African submarine base, a locale, 
by the way that is nicely capitalized 
for exceptional atmospheric  sur- 
roundings. Cooper shows a great 
improvement in acting method quite 
as agreeable as his freshened ap- 
Here he achieves a 
simple directness that goes most 
engagingly with his stalwart mas- 
culinity, 





are extremely interesting and con-' 
vincingly done with some smashing 
dramatic effects as the insane cap- 
tain at the periscope deliberately 
steers the undersea boat into col- 
lision with a steamship, grippingly 
brought out by alternate shots of 
the officer in his own control room 
and long shots of the approaching ; 
crash as seen through the periscope. 
the crazed captain, the 
wife he has lured aboard and the! 
hero is strongly developed and the | 
detailed views of the escape of the 
crew through the manipulation of 
hatchways carries a thrill. 











{ 


mad captain brings about his aaa 


| destruction is a pictorial smash. 


Happy ending, bringing the lovers | 


together again, is neatly contrived 
in an engaging light comedy finale 


This playing house as a couple of|that is one of the most satisfying)‘ : 
|kids in their first year of married |episodes of the whole subject and /|'% Gesisned to : 
lrea 


jfinds Miss Bankhead at her best 
redeeming a disappoint- 
‘ing earlier performance Rush. | 


Sequences aboard the submarine|!- 


SPEAK EASILY 


Metro production and _ release. Buster 
Keaton and Jimmy Durante starred. Di- 
rected by tigar Sedgwick. From Clar- 

nee Buddington Kelland’s novel, ‘Foote 
lights Dialog by Ralph Spence and 
Laurence E. Johnson Harold Wenstrom, 
photog. At the Capitol, New York, week 
f Aug. 19 Running time, 78 minutes. 
Professor Post........... Buster Keaton 
James Jimmy Durante 
Pee POO ic ccosesceves Ruth Selwyn 
Eleanor Espere......- .Thelma Todd 
Bed. DEN rec kvidvecees Hedda Hopper 

t COPEEP OSS occ cc cadcceseceeeus William Pawley 
Stage Direct Mi cceceeeecese . Sidney Toler 
Dr. BoltOm...ccticosescecees Lawrence Grant 
TOR . oc ccccceccesesescoesves Henry Armetta 
PROMO. 00 000s ehh oeebesscerees Edward Brophy 


Plenty of dead pan from Buster 
Keaton, of nose from Jimmy Du- 
rante and of looks from Thelma 
Todd, plus an unbelievable, but very 
comical, scenario. The combiaation 
emerges as a slapstick talker with 


a codnfedy wamap and a cinch pleaser 


aftywhere. It ;von®t,ge down on the 
record books as *a’ rfasterpiece of 
screen comedy because it hasn't the 
elements of greatness: but it will 
make them laugh, and when that 
can be done today it means busi- 
ness. 

The Keaton of ‘Speak Zasily’ is a 
much more satisfving comic than he 
in his last several films. 
Perhaps for the first time in talk- 
ers he really finds his old stride. 
And oddly enough, no change in 
voice or manner of speech turned 
the trick. Keaton 1s chiefly effec- 
tive in his effort when taking falls. 
He takes plenty of them, as only 
Keaton can. 

Durante clowns his way in from 
the opening shot and never loses the 
grip. He has his best moments, too, 
and these arrive during his two or 
a piano. While 
playing and singing he gives 'em 
that anti-Barrymore projle and now 
and then just slips in a full flash 
at the Durante pan. At the Capi- 
tol they howled when he looked at 
the camera. When a comedian can 
make them laugh with a look, noth- 
ing could be softer. On top of that 
he gives a corking vigorous comedy 
performance all the way through, 
which should give Durante an extra 
lift in his ste 
ers...2t eat 

Miss Todd, rounding out the lead 
trio, is a natural opposite for the 
laugh pair. She works with Keaton 
mostly. but doubles with Durante 
just as well. There’s a reve’se make 
rassle by Miss Todd and Keaton on 


Ne ee ~ 


|a sofa as the extra climax of a darb, 


drinking scene that holds every- 
thing in a low comedy way for a 
mixed team. Her stripping down to 
undies doesn’t harm the scene at all, 
for Miss Todd is an eyeful of lines 
and curves. As the picture's con- 
trasting good girl, Ruth Selwyn is 
rather held down by the script and 
although winning out in the ro- 
mance department, she doesn’t hold 
her own against the competition. 
The story joins the gags in being 
nutty. Keat_n is an absent-minded 
professor who's in the dumps and 
in need of some high life. His de- 
voted butler plants a phoney letter 
to effect that the prof has inherited 
$750,000, and Buster goes stepping. 


; The other principals are members of 


a road turkey. Keaton is their pal 
immediately upon his squaring a 
sheriff's attachment and the wind- 
up has him bringing the show to 
Broadway. It’s a success becausn 
Keaton inadvertently stumbles on 
the stage at the opening and be- 
comes the hit of the show. That re- 
lieves the audience of worrying 
about what will happen when the 
inheritance hoax is discovered. 
Starts and ends with a laugh and 
contains enough giggles in between 
to sustain a regular comedy pace. 
Direction keeps things moving at 
the necessary gait. Bige. 


CROONER 


First National production and release feae 
turing David Manners, Ann Dvorak, Ken 
Murray and Guy Kibbee. Directed by 
Lloyd Bacon from story of the same name 
by Rian James. Adapted by Charles Ken- 














yon. Camera, Robert Kurrle: art, Robert 
Haas; film editor, KB. Bretherton, Running 
tiime, 64 mins. At the Winter Garden 
N. Y., for week commencing Aug. 18, : 
i OT ee eee David Manners 
Amd A0ceebesesecones O00eesdece — Dvorak 

trend thn 6b.ceed +++-Ken Murray 
coe Qneekt “Git, cacocscanmes. Sheila salen 
3 ee ae ---William Janney 
PEONOT seb ecg dnemetnseeis devon Eddie Nugent 
Meyers oneeeenesae --J. Carro!l Naish 
Te eee Ge Letty Gillette 
The SP oo» ies os cehas bal Guy Kibbee 
Theatre Manager......... William Halligan 
i SE NR FP EO ir ae F ..Teddy Joyce 
Boy ad SUR okeedns cas ..Sumner Getchel 
DUhs enteebenat Clarence Norstrum 
SOU. nce cut credckineh ive Allen Vincent 
Head We QIONE 52. cabusedus William Ricciardi 
CONSEAROS . 5 «vcs che cee dae ea Claire Dodd 


Apart from the ‘Crooner’ being a 
general slap at that ether pest, who 
for a time, held popular sway, with 
the Rudy Vallee inference by no 








means disguised—althouch it’s far 
from a faithful burlesque of the 
Vallee-Columbo-Crosby clan — the 


picture is a lightweight. 
cated on a totally ungracious pre- 
mise, whoily lacking in sympathy, 
and by its very aim to pyramid pub- 


It’s predi- 


lic antipathy to the breed, it nulli- 
fies its box-office chances. 

There is no sympathy for any- 
body in the cast once the machina- 
tions of the director and scenarist 
hit their stride. The crooner is a 
swell-headed, impossible sapadillo, 
and while everything about ‘Crooner’ 

iy negative publie 

ction against the central char- 

acter, the fact has been lost sight of 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Frankly we didn’t 
know it ourselves— 


Nobody can be 100% 


Directed by EDWARD SEDGWICK right— 


SPEAK EASILY 


in its first three engagements, Baltimore, Providence, Kansas City, has 


leaped into the headlines with smashing business and hysterical audi- 
ences! TAKE THIS TIP NOW! YOU’LL THANK US LATER! GET BEHIND > 
THIS PICTURE! ADVERTISE IT! SHOUT ABOUT IT! Sure its MGM! | 


And is our face smiling! 
































(EXTRA! We caught this paper as it was going to press! We're adding these additional lines to 
tell you we have just seen “BLONDIE OF THE FOLLIES”. It is one of the greatest human 
interest thrillers ever filmed. It is the best thing Marion Davies has appeared in since “LITTLE 
OLD NEW YORK” and “MARIANNE”. They were long ago, but these are the only compar- 
isons worthy of Marion’s new hit! Bob Montgomery, Billy Dove, Jimmy Durante, James Gleason, 
Zasu Pitts! Screen this picture—then tell the folks about it!) 
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‘BIRD OF 
PARADISE’ 


at Syracuse, Albany, Schenec- 
tady, Troy and Far Rockaway, 
New York, five pre-release 
engagements this week, is 
smashing and equalling the 
attendance figures estab- 
lished by Frank Buck’s “BRING 
’EM BACK ALIVE”, the season’s 
record holder! Further evi- 
dence that RKO-RADIO is mak- 
ing pictures...not promises! 


po ae oe he) 
ae 






KING VIDOR'S 
"BIRD OF PARADISE" 


From Richard Walton Tully's Most 
._ Successful American Play with 


DOLORES DEL RIO, JOEL McCREA 


RKO 


7 


DAVID O. SELZNICK, Executive Produce? 
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THEY'VE OPENED THE NE 

























we ape ree A SOTO 
22 a . <a 


Chicago, New Yorke: 
Cleveland and a dozen 
other pre-release dates. 


The All American “Half-Wits” 


Bert WHEELER .. pont. WOOLSEY 


Football's Greatest Drawbacks turn the Big-House into the Bug-House 
with a Funnytentiary Football Game! ... and adding to the fun are 


EDNA MAY OLIVER ROSCO ATES EDGAR KENNEDY 


Directed by 
NORMAN TAUROG 






















RKO 
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New Letters 


‘Advertising scheme in the guise 
a letter writing contest pulled 
in a small town, Got plenty of 

attention as well as saving the 
jhouse tlie three-cent pestage charge. 

Ten days in advance of the picture 

the theatre announced the sales- 
etter contest with provocative 
imes such as ‘Do you know how to 
write a sales letter?’ ‘Can you sell 
® dollar for 35c?’ Advertisement 
gontinued that this was a test in 
salesmanship to permit those who 
fancied themselves as letter writers 


_ Ke definitely prove their ability. 


Full details about the picture 
jwere available in special frames in 
the lobby. Contestants were not 
required to fill in entry blanks, reg- 
jeter or go through any of the usual 
motions. Contestant merely wrote 
letters to friends, as few or as many 
as he cared to, trying to sell the re- 
cipient the picture: 

Letters were to be turned in at 
the boxoffice while making a ticket 
purchase and prizes given the writ- 
ers of the best letters. Only those 
which came through the boxoffice 
window were considered; decision 
was made on the value of the in- 
Gividual letter, though it might be 
changed to give the prizes to those 
bringing in the largest number of 
pales. 

Several people spent a dollar or 
more in postage as much to get the 
henor as to win the $5 top prize. 


Greeting Weeks 

Theatres in college towns have 
made moné¢y in the past by sending 
a greeting to members of the fresh- 
man class, obtaining the names in 
advance. 

These greetings run all the way 
from a pass good for the second 
week of the term to a regular ty 
for the freshies following the last 
night show, with a buffet supper 
and sometimes dancing. One man- 
eager in a town with a college for 
men only got the local girls to turn 
out as dancing partners. 

About half the freshmen stick for 
the full four years, and most last 
te the end of the first term. Such 
@ greeting can make the theatre 
their favorite. 

One small college was sold last 
year on the idea of making the 
hheuse the training school for the 
greenies. Following the show they 
were given a course of college 
gongs, and after four meetings the 
idea was so well liked that it was 
centinued as a general sing after 
the training period had passed. 


Plain Poison 

In a recent issue, ‘Publix Opinion’ 
Prints a picture of a holdup stunt 
used in advertising a gang picture 
@nd warns its managers not to use 
@uch dangerous ideas. 

Possibly others have been struck 
the same idea. It’s bad and 
oeaded, even if the guns are not. 

A number of years ago when hi- 

king was not the popular sport 
t is today, a small town manager 
had this same idea, but he took 

ns to advertise to the citizenry 
t if they saw a store being held 
up it would merely be the Dalton 
boys from the picture. Trouble was 
that two sets of Daltons went into 
operation, and one set weren't fool- 











Jimquin’s Poetry 

James C. Quinn, otherwise Jim- 
qQuin of L. A., is prouder than a 
young father of his first son. Jim- 
quin writes poetry in his spare mo- 
ments from running a nabe house in 
Les Angeles. Most of it has been 
printed in his house programs. 

But now Jimquin is mailing out 
tear sheets from the L. A, ‘Herald- 
Hxpress’ which contains a four- 
column drawing to frame his eight 
line poem of welcome to the Olym- 
pic visitors. And it has his Jimquin 
signature in poster size letters in 
the design. 





Boost 

It will be a slow fight back to 
flormalcy but theatres can help 
quicken the pace through exploiting 
prosperity just as the shows are 
exploited. Use the screen and the 
lobby to brag about it. 

It is just as well to remember 
that after three years of two for 
Ones, gift contests, cut prices and 
all the rest, it is going to be pretty 
tough to cut out the coneessions all 
of a sudden. It is something to be 
achieved slowly, and it would be 
well to make a start now. Make the 
taper so gradual that it will not be 
noticed. 





Mothers’ Delight 
Neighborhood manager owning a 
Bmall printing press started some- 
thing a couple of months ago when 
& chatty patron complained she 
Could not get her boy to eat spinach. 
Next time she came around the 
manager showed her a small, but 
heat, coupon on bright colored pa- 
per headed ‘Spinach ticket.’ Text 
told that six of these were good for 
@ admission to the Saturday mat- 
ee Idea was to give one to the! 


| one for distribution. 


child each time he wolfed his spin- 
ach ration, with the matinee if he 
stuck to it. 

Worked so well that other moth- 
ers asked for some, and the man- 
ager now has teeth brushing tickets, 
shoe shine tickets, coupons for gen- 
eral neatness and a dozen other 
things. Sold at the rate of six for 
the price of one admission, neatly 
cased in small pay envelopes. Moth- 
ers are crazy about them, 


Inviting: the Kids 
Akron, O. 

Just before popping off on vaca- 
tion, Ernie Austgen, of Loew’s 
State, tendered the children of 
Summit County children’s home an 
invitation to see ‘Vanishing Fron- 
tier’ and promoted bus transporta- 
tion from a local company. 

Pulled down a three column cut 
with a reader, more than half of 
which was devoted to telling what 
a good picture ‘Frontier’ was. Aust- 
gen also tacked a still of the picture 
to a wall and photoed a couple of 
the children looking at it. Made a 
good looking cut. 


Matches the Show 


Some managers get hold of an 
idea for a throwout and cling to it 
for all attractions. Others use the 
more efficient method of matching 
‘the piece to the attraction. Some- 
times two pieces are prepared for 
the same title for different distri- 
bution schemes. There may be a 
gaudy circus style herald for the 
cheaper section of the town and a 
more inviting paper for the better 
locations. 

A melodrama was frequently 
stressed in the mill section and not 
in the more polite quarter, Others 
were advertised to the more affluent 
and kept out of the poorer sections. 

One manager makes a specialty 
of tabloids on pictures and these 
are gotten to the factories at the 
noon hour, many of the mew look- 
ing at the pictures while they have 
lunch. 

There is no such thing as paper 
with universal appeal. Each picture 
has its own types. 











Overcoat Show 

Manager who looks ahead is lin- 
ing his biggest clothing store up 
for an overcoat show. Manager 
argues that a lot of men have been 
wearing the old coat for a couple 
of seasons, and may be able to get 
a new benny this year. 

Merchant, about two weeks in ad- 
vance of the show, will begin to 
argue that new coats are needed, 
taking plenty of newspaper space. 
Planned to have the local charity 
organization promote space to trail 
this copy. Society will ask men to 
buy a new coat and turn in the old 


For years H. M. Addisom staged 
a yearly overcoat drive for the poor. 
Now that he’s. bossing the Cleveland 
sector of the Loew theatres, this 





may give him @ new idea. 


Helped Celebrate 

Here’s an idea which will become 
increasingly available as things 
open up. Manager in a mill town, 
where the factories had been closed 
for several months, heard that one 
plant was about to resume. He 
rushed over to the printer and had 
gome special tickets printed. One 
was handed each man as he checked 
in. for his first day’s work. 

Ticket congratulated the recipient 
on the resumption of work and 
urged him to come to the theatre in 
celebration. 300d for two admis- 
sions that evening only. 

Manager figured that with the 
men back to work they would be 
able to buy tickets again, and that 
the quickest way to ensure their 
return would be to stake them to 
the first taste to renew their ap- 
petites. As the other mills reopen 
the stunt will be repeated, 


Prepare to Switch 


If there’s a more or less pernta- 
nent ice lobby for the summer, get 
ready to switch. Usually there come 
a few cool days in early September 
when ice is no inducement whatever. 
Be ready to pull in the cool signs, 
but be just as ready to put them 
back when the warm spells come in 
Sept. and Oct. . 

If an air conditiof#fer is on hand a 
slogan is, ‘Hot or cold, it’s always 
the same comfortable temperature 
here.’ 








Li i Lobl . 
Los Angeles. 

Living lobby ballys being used 
currently by two deluxers. The 
State is using two girls in floral 
setpiece as atmosphere for ‘Irene’ 
and Orpheum has two stenogs in 
lobby as publicity for ‘Age of Con- 
sent,’ which has Dorothy Wilson, 
former Radio studio key tickler, as 
its featured player. 

Another ‘living’ ballyhoo is a cage 
of monkeys at the Criterion for 
‘Congorilla.’ 





Across the Street 


In reading of the recent marquee 
ballyhoos for-the Broadway thea- 
tres, it should be remembered that 
most of them are on the ‘wrong’ 
side of the street to catch the passer 
by. From time immemorial traffic 
has moved along the west side of 
Broadway and the theatres using 
the bailys ar= on the east side. They 
play to a larger audience than they 
would if they were on the opposite 
side of the street. It may be pos- 
sible to coax customers across, 

Where a theatre is located on the 
side with the better flow of pedes- 
trian traffic it is the wiser plan to 
arrange displays which work on the 
side of the marquee. Put the at- 
traction so that it has to be viewed 
from across the street and the pe- 
destrian. has to cross over to see 
what it’s all about. And he may 
not come back to the box office side. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 





Topeka. 
Lawrence Bruenninger has been 
named city manager for Fox-West 





Coast. He has been city manager 
for Fox at Salina, Kan., the past 
vear. 

Minneapolis. 


Pantages theatre, reopened as a 
10-15 third-run by Harold Ruben, 
has recruited its staff entirely from 
former employees of the Publix, 
Minnesota. 

Manager is Cliff Gill, former Min- 
nesota press agent. Randy Merri- 
man, assistant manager, served in 
@ similar capacity at the Minn, 





Portsmouth, O. 
Columbia theatre becomes War- 
ners’ ace when it reopens Sept. 3. 
The Leroy switches to subsequent 
films. Lyric, also Warner owned, 
stays dark. 





Canton, O. 

Robert Bean, assistant manager of 
WB Palace, has resigned. 

George Riester, for the past five 
years with WB, left that organiza- 
tion Aug. 20. He left for Syracuse, 
N. ¥. 


aXe 





Akron, O. 
Frank V. King new manager of 
Shea’s Colonial, which reopens next 
week here. Succeeds Charles Smith. 





Omaha, 

In Publix division consolidation, 
putting Des Moines territory under 
Omaha, Evert Cummings remains as 
division boss, but Stanley Brown, 
former local city manager, now in 
charge of Nebraska district; Charles 
Branham gets Iowa district; Art 
Abelson takes World theatre here, 
succeeding Bill Miskell, to be as- 
signed. Lionel Wasson now operat- 








ing reopened Princess, Sioux City, | 
la. 


Denver. 

A. P. Archer, mgr. local Educa- 
tional exchange, made manager of 
the coast division from Denver west. 
Headquarters L. A. Arthur Huot, 
formerly with WB in north-~est, 
succeeds here. 

. C. Hamberger, former owner 
of Rex at Platteville, Colo., killed in 
auto accident. 

Fox changes: Joe Haney relieves 
Dave Norrision as manager Grand, 
Rocky Ford, Colo.; Fred Gunselman 
resigns at Florence Rialto; Don 
Sleedy replaces Paul Krier at 
Valencia, Walsenberg. Krier a.w.l. 





Spokane. 
Fox West Coast to take over Uni- 
versal’s State theatre here. Will 
come under territory management 
of Terry McDaniel. 





Racine, Wis. 
Town's five outlying theatres have 
reopened following a months’ argu- 
ment with operators. 
City attorney’s office has started 
a crusade against games of chance 
in theatres. ; 





Los Angeles. 

0. W. Lewis has taken over Mis- 
sion Playhouse, Alhambra, for vaud- 
film. Formerly operated the Alham- 
bra in that town. 

Charles Wuerz spotted as man- 
ager of F&M’s ‘Hearts of Broad- 
way’ unit. Formerly city manager 
for F-WC in San Bernardino. 

Marvin Park, recently manager 
at the Wilshire here, now in similar 
capacity at RKO Mainstreet, Kan- 
sas City. 





San Francisco. 
Nasser Bros. opened its new 2,500- 
seat Alameda at Alameda, Cal., Aug. 
16. Dick Nasser manager. 
Dick Lvueas leavine Warfield as 
assistant manager, 





CROONER 


(Continued from page 15) 


that as soon as they start giving 
‘Crooner’ (David Manners) a Bronx 
cheer, with it goes almost as much 
for entire proceedings. 

It’s difficult to differentiate the 
razz. It's apparent to the most un- 
sophisticated, from the preliminary 
advertising campaign, with all its 
detracting slurs at the ‘vagabond 
loafer’ and all the other catch- 
phrases, that that’s the intent and 
purpose of the entire proceedings. 
But with the pyramiding alienation 
of sympathy from the crooner de- 
parts all public interest in the whole 
works. 

Fan sympathy has been so 
moulded that the auditor must focus 
sympathy on something or other, 
else the entire structure collapses. 
Such is the reaction here. 

Teddy Taylor, the crooner (Man- 
ners), is a hopeless prig. One starts 
to wonder even at Ann Dvorak, his 
vis-a-vis for her stupidly misplaced 
sympathy. She has little to do re- 
gardless. Ken Murray, as the flip 
manager, steals the picture. It’s his 
first assignment holding a tinge of 
romance on the screen, and while 
he does it effectively, the crispness 
of his wise-cracking style is rarely 
subordinated to the love angle. Guy 
Kibbee just has a bit. 


Manners, of course, has a terribly 
thankiess assignment. That it was 
his wash-up on the Warner lot may 
explain his having been given the 
part. What it will do to him 
personally with the fans only sub- 
stantiates the analysis of the entire 
film structure. If this picture's 
thankless. burlesquing of its central 
player will hurt him with the pub- 
lic, how can the picture on the whole 
get over? 

Everything about the continuity 
‘is designed te establish general an- 
tipathy. The manner in which the 
men retire to the washroom in the 
supper club, at the same time the 
femmes emerge from the retiring 
rooms, whenever the crooner croons, 
is occasion for some mugg in the 
average audience to emit a Bronx 
cheer. This happens invariably, es- 
pecially during the sequence where 
Crooner is giving his tonsils a little 
airing with a voice tutor. It is so 
constructed as to invite razzing, 
with Manners, incidentally, doing it 
very well, 

After the entire footage has been 
devoted to destroy Crooner, the ro- 
mantic manager (Murray) stages a 
climax. reuniting Manners and Miss 


Dvorak, a totally unconvincing 
squarer for the happy ending. 
Mechanically, the syncing of 


Manners’ vocalizing was bad. It 
was flagrantly apparent in several. 
spots. His equally obvious inability 
to maintain any sort of tempo with 
the band and the tune he was di- 
recting evidences that they must 
have shot it cold and then dubbed 
in the foxtrot melody, as it couldn't 
have been visualized as wrong as it 
is otherwise. 


Meyers, the manager, with an un- 
certain dialect, and played by the 
dapper and swarthy J. Carroll 
Naish, was neither here nor there. 
Bill Halligan in a bit as a theatre 
manager does okay. Teddy Joyce, 
erstwhile picture house m. c., is one 
of the band saxophonists. 


Claire Dodd as the vamp on the 
yacht suggests being capable of 
handling more work. Abel. 


Two Against the World 


Warner Bros. production and release. 
Stars Constance Bennett and features Neil 
Hamiiton. Directed by Archie Mayo, 
Story by Marion Dix and Jerry Horwin; 
screen play, Sheridan Gibney; photography, 
Chartes Rosher; film editor, Bert Levy. 
At the Strand, N. Y¥., week Aug. 18. Run- 
ning time, 69 mins. 


Dell Hamilton...........Constance Bennett 


Eee TIPTCNR no 0 bc seceseeaess Neil Hamilton 
COmIM—GR, . . ccscce ecceseseeees- Helen Vinsom 
a ere sesceeweses.-Allen Vincent 
Victor Linley......... eereee..Gavin Gordon 
District Attorney...... eesdecsce Oscar Apfel 
Courtnay Hamilton.........Walter Walker 
Bs. Fins < tae tienesems. Hale Hamilton 





A 69-minute stroll down a famil- 
iar screen thoroughfare. Minus any 
particul-r high lights, ‘Two Against 
the World’ unreels as a less impor- 
tant Constance Bennett picture with 
that star’s name the chief weapon 
in hand as a box office persuader. 
Indications are that the public re- 
action will be mild, and the Strand, 
itself, kept its balcony closed on a 
Friday afternoon. 


It’s a parlor-courtroom story on 
the social side. Nice interiors, some 
interesting clothes for the women 
by the women, and not much action. 
Script makes a gesture at tighten- 
ing up in the proverbial next to 
closing spot, but never quite suc- 
ceeds in making the clamps grip. 
Assignment for Miss Bennett is as 
a daughter of wealth surrounded by 
a family of a philandering married 
sister, © young brother bent on 
doing an adolescent Monroe Owsley, 


(Continued on page 46) 








No Quittner Precedent 
Unless Case Appealed 


Contrary to the general impres- 
sion among exhibitors, the Quittner 
case against Paramount will estab- 
lish no precedent on booking pro- 
tection uniess the decision of the 
trial court is appealed. Only then 
would an opinion handed down by 
the higher court determine issues 
and interpretations of law which 
might benefit other litigants in the 
same field. 

In making this plain, Joseph 
Quittner reveals that he is being 
backed financially by no exhibitor or 
organization. The former exhibitor, 
of upper New York state, alleges 
that he was squeezed out of busi- 
ness by Paramount and on Oct. 11 
will ask a jury in the Federal Cou.t 
for triple damages, or about $5,000,- 
600. He believes than an individual 
plaintiff on any protection issue is 
better able to battle than when he 
is just a co-plaintiff in am action 
brought by a theatre owners’ organ- 
ization, 


RKO-Musicians’ Row 
In Seattle Marks Time 


Seattle, Aug.. 22. 


Fight between the musicians’ 
union and RKO here is marking 
time. Policy is ton much up in the 
air at the local Orpheum, which is 
now trying straight pix, with only 
living music the organ. Opinion is 
that ere long vaude will return and 
in meentime there may be @ house- 
cleaning. 


Vaude band of 10 men at $82.50 a 
man and organist in addition has 
been policy, but with stage fare out, 
band was given notice. Threats 
were made that operators and stage 
hands would strike in sympathy, 
but thus far no such action taken, 

Union circles maintain when set- 
tled policy gets going again there 
will be 15 men in the band at $60, 
and organist. New idea may be 
patterned along stage bands instead 
of pit band. . 

Hitch in walkout by other crafts 
said te be that unless non-union 
men are employed it’s up to vote and 
sanct:vn, Crafts have turned down 
walkout. Also if action were taken 
all along the coast, local- crafts 
might reconsider. 


Seeks te Step H-F’s 
- Attachment of B. O. 


Los Angeles; Aug. 22. 
Seeking to restrain Mughes- 
Franklin Theatres and Sheriff Wil- 











liam Traeger, of L. A. county, from 


continuing to impound and attach 
b.o. receipts of the Belvedere, Po- 
mono, Cal., H. Bachman and Pisor 
Goodstein, operating the house have 
led application for an injunction in 
Superior Court. 

Plaintiffs say they bought the 
house from Figenbaum and Weis- 
man who previously had taken it 
over from H-F. Suit and attach- 
ments are against Figenbaum and 
Weisman, Present owners ask for 
immediate relief, charging H-F is 
insolvent and would not be able to 
satisfy any judgment for damages 
which might aecrue. 





UPSTATE BANKRUPTCY 
Schenectady, N. ¥., Aug, 22. 
Frank X. Shay and Andrew 
Schneider, Jr., doing business as 
Shay & Schneider, operators of 
Lincoln theatre, filed petitions in 
bankruptcy last week. Filed as in- 
dividuals and co-partners. ‘ 
Liabilities listed at $2,888. Shay 
claims personal liabilities of $1,- 
495.71 and Schneider none. Both 
list assets at $300 and claim ex- 
emption, 





Van Leer at Columbia 
Arnold Van Leer has joined Co- 
lumbia Picts, in the New York of- 
fice as exploitation contact. 
He will be under George Brown 
in the pub and ad dept. 





Par-FWC Product Booking 
Paramount this week will close 
a product deal with Fox West 
Coast theatres. John Clark, assist- 
ant sales head for Par, has devoted 
the past two weeke to this booking. 
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HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


NEW YORK CITY 


RESERVED SEATS AT ADVANCED PRICES 


EPORTER 





Fine Production 
Of Unusual Theme 


“LIFE BECINS” 





First National : 
Direction ~.. James Flood, 
Elliott Nugent 
Play by........ Mary McDougall Axelson 


Adaptation and Dialogue..Ear! Baldwin 
Photography ..............James Van Tress 
Cast: Loretta Young, Aline McMahon, 
Eric Linden, Glenda Farrell, Preston 
Foster, Clara Blandick, Vivienne 
Osborne, Frank McHugh. * 
Mark down anothér hit for War- 
nre: Bros.-First National. 
“Life Begins” is one of thosé un- 
usual stories, the type exhibitors have 
toan yelling for and the kind audi- 
ences will go out and talk about. And, 
too, it is down to earth, every foot of 
it, furnishing a brand of entertain- 
ment that no amomes, anywhere, will 
deny. It is a show for showmen and 
how that gang (the few that are left) 
will go for oP xy attraction. 
why and where Warners di ig 
up such original story ideas when al- 
most every other studio in Hollywood 
is begging for them, can only be an- 
swered by an expression we heard on 
leaving the theatre: “Maybe other 
studios cannot recognize them.” 


‘Yiogranty Inc. Distributors 





‘LIFE BEGINS’ TREMENDOUS; 
ANOTHER HIT FOR WARNERS 


- The entire running of this picture 
takes place in a maternity hospital. 
It never leaves that atmosphere for a 
second. Even when a nurse sends an 
anxious and waiting father to a drug 
store on a gag érrand to get a can of 
ether, there is still that atmosphere. 
And it is’ refreshing, terrifying, as- 
tounding. but. at all times ENTER- 
TAINMENT, It reaches the heignts 
of tense drama and then drops you 
down to ® big laugh. It shows in.a 
few reels of celluloid the workings of 
such an institution, the people who 
conduct it and the.men and women 
who pass through its doors to get its 
benefit. 


Begins” was presented % wh 
the treatment of every sequence of 
the picture, the beautiful direction, the 
fine acting and the excellent produc- 
tion, taught us things we had never 
learned, held us as if it were all new, 


a page from a book we had never 


re 

Women who have been confined, 
who have given birth, will get just as 
much entertainment out of “Life Be- 
gins” (maybe more) as those who 
know little of childbirth. And if you 
don’t think the men will get’a kick 
out of this revelation in motion pic- 
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tures, then you've finished your guess- 
ing. It is a show for the masses and. 
that should mean a smash. 

The entire cast of the picture was 
almost perfection, with the honors 
easily going to Eric Linden as the 
young husband. It is a performance 

will remember long after you have 
} aie tten the picture: Glenda Farrell, 
Aline McMahon and Frank McHugh 
should be ranked next, with Loretta 
Young excellent, but with not as much 
to do. The remainder of the big cast 
were distinguished. 

James Flood and Elliott Nugent can 
take plenty of bows for the direction. 
The Earl Baldwin adaptation of the 
play by Mary McDougall Axelson was 
about as finished as anything we have 
seen in months. The photography of 
James Van Trees effected a perfect 
combination of all the other produc- 
tion elements of the picture. 

As we suggested above, this is a 
show for SHOWMEN. There is noth- 


ing in -the cast that will draw. You § 


have the brand name of Warner-First 
National to which the public has be- 
gun to look more ‘and more for its 
entertainment. You have to create 
your own draw. But there is plenty to 
create. You have a sensational topic 
to play with, the most important in 
life—childbirth—backed by a swell 
picture. What more do you want? — 
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@ @ @ FROM TIME to time we may have given you a stiff 
pain in the neck........ when we ding-donged one of our Pet 
leer | this film biz is crying aloud 
for a cycle of simple, human stories. . .dramas taken from 
the lives of ordinary, everyday folk eS. pictures without 
theatricalism and artificiality. . .films that got right down 
to earth ... ...and handled with sympathy and understanding 
the plain Facts of Life........ familiar, everyday things that 
John Public and his wife could go to see ....... and come away 
from the theater with a feeling that they had seen a screen 
visualization of matters very close to their hearts ....... and. 
such pictures........ we have. said again and again........ 
would go BIG with the Masses and the Classes........ IF some 
producer had the gawdgiven intelligence to up and make ’em. 


= 6 ° +. 


® @ @ AND,LO..... our prayer has been answered... __ 
Warners have turned out their First Nash ORs i bw ees “Life 
| RS and we are here to state........ without any 
ifs, ands or buts........ that this pix is a searching human 
document that will stir the heart and mind and soul of every 
man and woman that views it........ and send them qway with 
renewed faith and interest in the Motion Picture........ 





















< . > s 
@ @ @ IT TAKES the situation of a young married couple 
ecco on the brink of life’s Greatest Adventure........th 
advent of a baby........ and facing one of life’s. most wees 
problems. ... ..shall the mother die and the baby live? . 


* - * 
@ @ @ THAT 1s the crux of tee entire drama.. ~:..~. but’ 
bane they have done with it!........ every single step in ‘this 
ery crisis in the lives of two helpless young people is de- 
oped with consummate artistry...... a fine understanding of 
Seaaaielter biaha de its hopes and fears YET AP. joys and sorrows 
BRP yieng? sacrifices and devotion... ..it plays on ovary emotion 
builds beautiful and soul-stirring moments. ..-with the 
magic . Sympathetic Understanding ..... of Life.....: ‘of Love 
Motherhood .the eternal longings of a man and 
eushin throughout all ‘eternity have been graphically and 
pugunntly caught up...., and presented to the world in this 
picture. .....0- ne ° 
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o - +. 
@® @ @ IT IS the hitherto unsung glorification of Womans) 
hood ....... the courage and fortitude of Motherhood...... : 
no blatant, blustering male heroics ... . .just the quiet faith 
and resignation of a woman........ facing her great crisis 
when Life Begins... .... and as such........ it should 
bring every woman to the theater.....,. sand drag every man 
with her ....... renewing ‘their faith in Life........ in Love 
Sates the Home .....in a word..:.....making this world 
more beautiful and worthwhile for everyone fortunate enough 
to see “Life Begins” 
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@ © © TO YOU exhibitors my 
all earnestness and sincerity ~ -,. 
SHOUT about. 


let us Say this..... rh Y 
here is a picture you can 
-apenaeyap for it has a the e that reaches to the 
heart of the Universe -plays on all the beauty and tend- 
erness that Life holds: and your theater will take on a 
distinction and dignity it never knew .....,,for having shown 
a poignantly human picture that. will linger ‘in the memory of 
everyone,.,.....,long after most” pictures have been forgotten, 
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‘Warners’ S"Life Begins”, Is “As 
Outstanding As It Is New, Says 
Meehan; And There Are Others; 










by LEO MEEHAN” 
Hollywood Staff Correspondent 







» There is no question as to which is the outstanding picture 
‘previewed the past week. It is “Life Begins,” from the Warner- 

First National incubator. The last word is used advisedly, for, 
listen to this, the entire action of the picture takes place in a 

maternity hospital! It deals with birth, and the tragic conse- 
quences which sometimes attend. There never has been a pic- 
ture remotely resembling it; and possibly for story interest,’ 
intense, throbbing drama interlaid with natural comedy (the 
about-to-become-a-father stuff), there never has been a more 
gripping picture. \ 

Rumors have been leaking out of the Warner plant these past 
several weeks to the effect that “Life Begins” was something 
very unusual, very courageous, daring, sensational. The spon- 
taneous applause which broke out in the preview audience her- 
alded confirmation of previous reports. Women went out with 
tear-stained faces, men with glistening eyes. 

The rather commonplace subject of childbirth has been pretty 
much taboo in pictures up to now. Here is one to challenge | 
anyone who thinks it is not a screen subject. Don’t get the mise ' 
taken notion it is clinical, either. It is intensely human, under- ' 
standable, sincere. The Warner production staff and the Hays' 
office have worried considerably about the possible reaction of | 
censqring bodies. Well, if they don’t pass this one and tack a 
gold star on it, mothers had best quit having babies and studios! 

‘better begin making Grimms fairy tales exclusively,” 
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BACK STREET 


FANNIE HURST'S #73,"7"" 

made into 
a road show picture. With IRENE DUNNE, JOHN 
BOLES, George Meeker, Zasu Pitts, June Clyde, 
William Bakeweil, Arietta Duncan, Doris Lloyd, Paul 
Weigel, Walter Catlett. A JOHN M. STAHL Produc- 
tion. RELEASED SEPT. 1., 


OKAY AMERICA 


The knockout drama with the knockout title. Writ- 
ten by the celebrated playwright, WILLIAM 
ANTHONY McGUIRE. With Maureen O'Sullivan, Louis 
Calhern, Walter Catlett, Allan Dinehart, Nance O'Neil, 
and many others. Directed by Tay Garnett. RELEASED. 
SEPT. 8.) 


AIR MAIL 








THE EPIC THRILLER of the AIR! 


With RALPH BELLAMY, Pat O’Brien, Gloria Stuart, 
Slim Summerville, Lilian Bond, Russell Hopton, and 
many others. Directed with all its amazing thrills 
and drama by John Ford, who gave you “Arrow= 
smith” and many other hits. RELEASED SEPT. 22.) 





aS 


} Step out with the 


NIVERSAL 


sales organization 
in its great tribute 


to 
CARL LAEMMLE, JR. 


We’re off on a gigantic campaign 
in appreciation of the greatest 
pictures Universal ever produced. 
For instance .... 





THE OLD DARK 
HOUSE wey 


Charles Laughton, Gloria Stuart, Lilian Bond. From 
the famous mystery novel by J. B. Priestley. Directed 
by JAMES WHALE, the man who gave you that big 
record-smasher, ae RELEASED SEPT. 2%, 








BIGGEST NAMES IN FOOTBALL 


in the biggest football drama ever made —Frank 
Carideo, Albie Booth, Ernie Nevers, Chris Cagle, 
Monty Schwartz, Ernie Pinckert, and dozens of 
other gridiron stars—with the All America Team 
and the All America Board—with Richard Arlen, 
Gloria Stuart, Andy Devine and other big screen 
names. Directed by ve Mack. RELEASED OCT. 6. 


ONCE IN A 
LIFETIME 


1932’s SMASHING LAUGH HIT 


Made from the famous play by Moss Hart and 
George Kaufman. With Jack Oakie, Sidney Fox, 
Aline McMahon, Russell Hopton, Louise Fazenda, Zasyu 
Pitts. Directed by Russell Mack. RELEASED OCT. 20. 














KARLOFF, 


ALL AMERICA 
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MILLIONS READ IT- 


MILLIONS WANT TO | fi 


Good-bye= SHERLOCK HOLMES 
So-Long=~PHILO VANCE 


Make Way — Here Comes 


THATCHER COLT 


The newest and most ingenious 
solver of mysteries ever brought 
to the screen. 


A reader audience of millions is 
waiting to see the first THATCHER 
COLT mystery ever screened! 





YOU NEED: EM eat 


Sn he naa Coen agen ee eae ee 


the NIGHT * 
CLUB LAL 


Thrilling-Chilling-Mystery Scream] 


——— 














LG ae as 








with 


ADOLPHE MENJOU 


As ThetFamous Thatcher Colt 
Skeets Gallagher Mayo Methot 
Directed by IRVING CUMMINGS 


Serialized to 20,600,000 readers in the Hearst 
newspapers. Hundreds of thousands have read 
the book. 

Millions want to. know what happened to Lola 
Carewe — The Night Club Lady, at the stroke of 
twelve on New Year’s Eve. 3 





Millions everywhere are waiting to see THATCHER 
COLT brought to life for the first time on any screen. =} 


Play It Now —It’s A Natural 
OPENS SEM ok PARAMOUNT—AUG. 26 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 12) 


merely hold ground already gained 
on the upturn since Aug. 1, 

Highlight of the week in the stock 
market was the fact that stocks 
seemed to have gone ahead as far 
as they could for the time being, 
while bonds gathered astonishing 
momentum; the amusement liens 
especially getting into the limelight 
and leading the fixed income list 
for several days. Gains in obliga- 
tions reached sensational propor- 
tions in some instances, notably the 
two Paramounts. 


Situation as to the share market 
seems to be that it is stuck on a 
dead center. Since it touched its 
recovery peak the second week in 
August there have been repeated at- 
tempts to push it through into new 
high territory, all of them fu’ile. 
From this the bears argue that the 
discounting of fall trade upturn has 
been overdone already and the mar- 
ket is entitled to a corrective set- 
back. The theory looks convincing 
as a theory, but so far every attempt 
by bears to take advantage of the 
situation has met defeat, 


Testing sales have been thrown 
in from time to time, but not once 
have they shaken out stock in quan- 
tity. On the contrary, on setbacks 
the pace of trading slackens and 
sellers are forced to retreat. It 
seems reasonable to accept the cur- 
rent situation as likely to extend 
over most of this week, with prices 
remaining in a narrow range and 
trading quiet. Later on wil! come 
a test. Either some new develop- 
ment, probably from Washington, 
will furnish the inspiration for a re- 
newed campaign on the bull side or 
a new phase of general business will 
give the hint of the next move up 
or down. Meanwhile the chances 
look better for buyers than for sell. 
ers, and the best advice from down- 
town is against outright short sell- 
ing. 

In the absence of any fresh news 
from the amusement business, the 
ticker performance of the leading 
issues was altogether favorable. 
Loew got into new high ground on 
the recovery at 32 and established 
a new support level close to 30. 
Early in the week the bull campaign 
was carried on aggressively, stock 
moving in large lots on the upside 
and falling off in volume sharply on 
intermediate setbacks. Effort of 
amusement shares’ sponsors to draw 
attention to their favorites is ap- 
parently bearing fruit. 

For one thing, the time is favor- 
able for a market operation, if noth- 
ing eJse. Most of the bad news of 
the dull summer is now out, with 
the publication of June figures by 
Warner Bros., Loew and RKO. Last 
namei released its half year income 
statement last week, showing the 
net deficit of more than $4,000,000 
to June, or about as forecast. Stock 
sold off moderately on publication 
of the statement and turned quiet. 
Paramount second quarter count-up 
is due in a few days and is expect- 
ed alzo to show heavy losses, but 
since in all the instances so far the 
bad quarter is now regarded as 





water that has gone under the 
bridge, the actuality is received 
complacently. 


Looking Ahead, Not Back 


Paramount just now is ignoring 
past headaches, while attention is 
fixed cm the probabilities of fall and 
winter business recouping first half 
year losses. Company is stressing 
the quality of releases held back 


| 





over the summer and now about to | 


be marketed. First of the new season 
films on which it is banking were 
the Chevalier picture, which was 
well received at the Rivoli last week 
and the Marx Bros. comedy at the 
Rialto. Impressive gains in Par. 
bonds, which added nearly a dozen 
points to their earlier gains, gives 
pretty good evidence of a return to 
confidence in its sponsors. The 
Warner bonds likewise got in new 
high ground above 30, 
Loew obligations closed within a 
point or so of their best of the year, 
after making a double 1932 top at 
90. RKO debentures on minor deal- 
ings jumped another 10 points to 86. 

Illustrating how the amusement 
trade picture has changed since 
June, Columbia Pictures, youngest 
of Big Board theatre issues, got to 
a new high since its listing at better 
than 12%, compared with a previous 
low of 4%, a gain of 300%. Colum- 
bia has never been through a really 
big Stock Exchange operation and 
is a stranger to ticker players out- 
side the film trade. With bullish 
ammunition to work with as the fall 
activity gets under way, it ought to 
be easy for the more established 
picture stocks to attract an impor- 
tant following. None of them, with 
the exception of Loew, is at all near 
price levels of last March, which 
were then regarded as near-panic 
lows and with anything like a re- 
vival of seasonal theatregoing it 
would not be unreasonable to see 
most of them top the best of last 
springs’ quotations. 

Minor Issues Move Up 


Another issue once a speculative 
favorite and lately in disrepute was 
Technicolor, which jumped to a new 
recovery peak at 3% from a bottom 
near 34, although nothing came out 
particularly to attract attention to 
it except evidences of a general dis- 
position 2lsewhere in show business 
to expect conditions to look up with 
the new season. Consolidated Film 
Industries also was an incidental 
theatre issue that made moderate 
gains. Like Technicolor, it seems 
to be trailing the leaders. 

Last week was the first in which 
the ective amusements moved in 
really large volume, the very bulk 
of dealings giving to Loew and Par 
an air of importance. Paramount 
figured several days among the most 
active 15 issues of the session, and 
total transactions for the week were 
around 170,000 shares, while Loew 
reached the six-day total of 105,000. 
Heavy volume and sustained gains 
drew remarkable little attention in 
market comment, probably because 
the film stocks were late starters 
and came along after the novelty of 
a rising market after the long slump 
had worn off, 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Aug. 20: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 








1932—_ Net chg. 
High Low Sales Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. for wk. 
ic) | eS See DS PAS ore 9. ae 4 1% bid 
5% 1 SOOO Commit, WB. 0.60 cde ccecaass ee 3% 2% 3% +1% 
12% 4% 7,600 Columbia P. Vtc....ecseeeee cove 18% 10% 12 +1% 
11% 2% 5,800 Consol. Film pfd 6% 5% 5 +% 
87% 35% 33,700 Eastman Kodak (3).. 55% 4814 +1% 
5% 1 36,700 Fox, Class A 4% 3% 4%  +1% 
26% 816 296,900 Gen. Elec. 19% 16% 18% 2 
a ht. o Bit” “awnts Keith ,pfd....... ae = 4 ¥ 15 bid 
34 13% 105,200 Loew (3).......ccces 82 25% 30% +41%, 
72 39 200 Do pref. 69% 68 68 -—2 
4 2% 200 Madison Sq. Garden...ecccccsce 3% 3% 3% 
22% 14 500 Met-G-M pref, (1.89)....cesseee 19 18% 19 — \% 
14% 3% 460 Orpheum, pfd....... ee cocccee ose 12 9% 12 +3 
11% 1% 167.4 PS PRET E o00eskethe ™% 4% 6% +2 
1% % 6,300 Pathe Exchange....ecssccsesvee 1 % 1 + % 
5% 1% 8,200 Pathe, Cliss A. .eccccceses weecce 4 3 4 1 
10% 2 400,600 Radio Corp.......++ Setccvoucaebe 9% ™% 8% +1% 
7 1% 19,90 REO ccccccvecccecs eeccecccsese e 6% 4 5% +1 
1% ly a Pee eee het s . 1 % % 4 
50 ae. - wea Universal pref, (8)..s.cecscsecs .. és 32% bid 
4% Ww 133,100 Warner BroS......seee00 eEeST is ‘ 3% 2 3% +14 
20 4 G00 -~ Do pid.enes orp ees See so a 10% 10% j—2% 
37% : ar. ye Werteee a Fe oc ess a cavks on - 40% 31% 37% +6 
CURB 
12% 4% 2;200 Columbia Picts... . cc ccecccscvee e 12% 10 11% +2% 
1% Ys 2,8 De Forest Radio........ccseeee . % % My 
1% . fae es Fox Theatres (Note) ° e- : 
2% % 2.500 Gen. Thea, E. pfd........ % 3 + % 
3% & G,.S00 TeGRmicGler® Zicsicccccccscucece 38% 2 3% +1 
2 Ss rn Si Cee ea nee a vaesaté ys e 1% 1% 1% —-— \% 
BONDS 
™ 1 $117,000 *Gen. Thea. Eq. ’40........... ° Sle 3% 5H = + 2% 
63 24 17,000 Keith G's, .°46.. .cccccescccscoce e 40 37% 39 —1 
90 4 83.000 Loew OB, "El. cccccccccccscccee ° 90 85 sv +4 
80% 4) SiGe POU TO, “Biss cvcvsvvcccseees e 61 56 61 +3 
13 79,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘"47....... « & 31% 43 +11 
55 10'g 353,000 Par-Pub 544’8, °50.....cecc00- ee 40'8 26 40 +11% 
104% 50 28,000 REO. debs O'S. ..ccccccccccvccese 86 68% 86 +9% 
3 1% Te MONS ” WE voc cuescvcceoceencse 3% 2% 3 +1 
40 9% 289,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39....-.++... ® 32 234 31% +7% 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked. 
le 1% eerce Roxy, Class A (3.50) coeesetecos . oe ee oe 
Note.—Fox Thrs. suspended from trading. 
up net 1%. 


* Gen. Thr. 6's cfs. of deposit sold $12,000, closed 5%, 
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Furman’s WB Houses 
J. C. Furman has been made ad- 
vertising and publicity head of War- | 
ners New York theatres. 
Furman succeeds Lou Goldberg 


who has been elevated to national 
exploitation overseer for all War- | 
ner houses. é 


ITOSC’S FUND FROLIC 
Los Angeles, Aug. 22, 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California is staging mid- 


night show at the Fairfax, Sept. 24, 
to raise funds for the organization. 


Theatre owners plan to have pic- | 41st St. Bldg. and 1410 Broadway, 
j;are in the list to be sold by Straus | 


& Co, and others; 


ture names in stage show. 
Tickets at $1. 


while the} 





| 





10c House’s 7c Passes 





Syracuse, N, Y., Aug. 22. 

The pass tax thing, out- 
growth of the new Federal ad- | 
mission taxes, has been given 
another twist here. : 
A nabe house has _ been | 
flooding the downtown area | 
| 





l 
t 


with yellow slips bearing the . 


inscription “Complimentary 
pass, not transferable.” 
Payoff is that the theatre, a 











Yielding by Musicians 
Expected in Parleys 


+ 
With a A. Deluxers |anstnins on their original holdings, 


unless they come in on the new deal 
and contribute the 10% required in 
cash. 





Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
Negotiations for a new wage scale 
in deluxers here got under way 
Friday (19) at a conference of the- 


musicians’ Local 47. Present agree- 
ment terminates Sept. 1. 

First meeting brought no tangible 
results with both sides presenting 
demands. 

J. W. Gillette, president, and Ed- 
ward Smith, business agent, repre- 
sented the musicians. For the the- 
atres were Ed Smith, of Paramount, 
also representing Lecn Levy of 
Warners; Cliff Work for RKO, and 
Reeves Espy for F-WC 

Generally felt among theatre rep- 
resentatives that musicians, only 
craft without a 1932-33 agreement, 
will consent to a sliding scale based 
on house classificaticr, and will 
make concessions covering the num- 
yer of pit men employed. 


CAUGHT WITH BEES 


3 Boys Fined for Releasing Insects 
~in Cincinnati Theatre 





Cincinnati, Aug. 22. 

What police claim was an attempt 
at a labor trouble trick was nipped 
when three students of a local 
school for motion picture operators 
were fined in municipal court for 
releasing bumble bees in the Up- 
town theatre, a nabe. 

Two of the students were fined $50 
and costs and the other was fined 
$10 on disorderly conduct charges 
preferred by John Krebs, manager 
of the house. 

Uptown is one of about 25 inde- 
pendent cinemas which recently 
put back IATSE projectionists after 
almost a year of operation with 
non-members of that organization. 
During that period the booth men 
were trained and supplied by a 
trade school. 


Show Properties Offer 
Mortgage Fee Bonds 


Mortgage fee sinking fund gold 
bonds of half a dozen theatre com- 
vanies are included in the list of 192 
fiotations for which S. W. Straus 
& Co., Inc., of New York, has been 
licensed to act as dealer Fy the Sec- 
retary of State. In many cases, the 
security issuer is the Bondholders’ 
Protective Committee, Joshua Mor- 
rison, secretary, 9 East 46th St.. 
New York. One of the issues of this 
committee is certificates of deposit 
for Fox Theatre and Office Building 
first mortgage fee 6%% sinking 
fund gold bonds. 

Other theatrical properties repre- 
sented are: Film Center general 
mortgage fee 6 and 6% percent 
sinking fund gold bonds, (separate 
issues) by Film Center, Inc., New 
York corporation; A. N. Adelson, 2 
Park Avenue; Freeport Theatre 
building first mortgage gold bonds, 
issued by Freeport Theatre Corp., 
Freeport, L. I.; Atlantic City Em- 
bassy theatre first mortgage fee 
sinking fund gold bonds, by Board- 
walk Properties Co., of New Jersey; 
T. J. Martin, 321 W. 44th St.; Circle 
theatre first mortgage fee 6 percent 





Refinancing 


reconstruct the 


Trust 
the mortgage creditors. 


dime house, exacts a 7c. tax on studied by stockholders. Plan re- 
each yellow slip as a ‘service quires $75,000 cash, and to raise 
charge.’ There is no Federal this amount the stockholders are 
tax on the admissions under asked to contribute 10% of the face 
40 cents. 'amounts of their stock, $750,000. 


|For this contribution the stockhold- 
jers will receive 
preferred stock in the new company 
to be formed, in an amount equal to 
their holdings in the old company. 
Stockholders in 


considering 
atre execs and representatives ti. ee. formes, and aa caine 

bs a $750,000 mortgage on the five the- 
atres, and a sixth theatre previous- 
ly sold, at Lansford, the Strand. 


F-WC Seeks Day and Date 


operating control of the local Pan- 
tages, for a three year period. Deal 


day) between Alex and Rodney Pan- 


Angeles. 
Smith, 
Claude King, 


of Los Angeles. 
Shares, none subscribed. 
Ida Cantor, Benjamin F. Holzman. 


REORGANIZATION PLAN 


Chamberlain Penn 
String—Calls for $75,000 








Shamokin, Pa., Aug. 22. 


Determined effort being made to 
defunct Chamber- 
ain Amusements Company, Inc., of 
his and other coal region cities, in 
‘o-operation with the Pennsylvania 
Co. of Reading, trustee of 





Reorganization plan is_ being 


6% noncumulative 


old company 
of receiving 


the 


have little prospect 


Trust company is reported to be 
a proposal to have a 





With L. A. State for Pan 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
Fox-West Coast gets complete 





scheduled to be closed today (Mon- 


tages and Charles Skouras. After 
three years circuit has option to 
acquire Alex Pantages’ 50% interest 
of the lease. 

Exchanges are being approached 
by F-WC for consent to have the 


Balto Musicians 





Hollywood Pan play day and date 
with Loew’s State, downtown. 
Should theatre win approval of plan, 
Fanchon & Marco units will con- 
tinue. House may go long run if 


distribs demur. 


Pantages family will continue [ts 


offices in the theatre building. 





KELLY QUITS L. A. MGRS. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
John J. Kelley, for the past eight 


years secretary of Los Angeles The- 
atre Managers’ Association, has re- 
signed to go into the magazine pho- 
tographic illustration business. 


Associated with him is Roy D. 


McLean, at one time with MacFad- 
den publications. 





SUNDAY PICS 0K’D 


Des Moines, Aug. 22. 
The coming national election has- 
n’t held half the interest for Kno«<- 
ville, Ia., that a special election held 
last week has had. 
By a vote of 1,055 to (83 the town 


approved Sunday films. 





Seattle Musicers and RKO 


Bill Douglas, president of the 
Seattle musicians, is expected in 


New York for a confab with Her-4_ 


Stuart on a deal to put the 
men back in the RKO Orpheum 
there. Orph is straight sound for 
the first time since it opened. 

Stagehands and pit boys are out 
for the first time. 


Incorporations 


schel 





California 


Sacramento, Aug. 22. 
Hollywood Cricket Club. County of Los 
No capital stock. C., Aubrey 
Charles Griffiths, Boris Karloff, 
Murray Kinnell. 


Recreational Properties, Inc. County 


of Los Angeles. Capital stock, 100 shares; 
none subscribed. 
John R. Talbert, Marie B. Salyers. 


Laurence Macomber, 


Eddie Cantor Enterprises, Inc. County 
Capital stock 10,000 
Eddie Cantor, 


Stacy-Judd Mayan Picture Corporation. 


é : “ County of Los Angeles. Capital stock 
sinking fund gold bonds, and Em-|! 4,000 shares, none subscribed. Leo J. 
bassy theatre first mortgage fee 6 oo gaat ee CN Ae SP 


percent sinking fund gold bonds, 
both issued by James J. Clifford, as- 
sumed by Mercantile & Theatre 
Properties, Inc., Bankers’ 
Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
sonds of many well known hotels 
and office pnuildings, including the}’ 
Ambassador of New York and of 
Los Angeles, 
Lexington, Pierrepont (Brooklyn), 
Monterey, Chrysler Bldg., Lefcourt, 
Empire State Bldg., Broadway and 





‘ 


vices. 


Motion 
Sherry Netherlands, | *!4res, 


Certificate changing name of J. G. 


ages Ltd., to Mayer-Lancaster Agency, 
ne, 


Certified copy of Beverly Hills Broad- 


Trust | casting Corporation, Las Vegas, Nevada. 


Permits to issue stock issued to: 
Stereovision, Ltd. Motion picture de- 
Capital 190 shares, no par. Per- 
nitted to issue all, 

Aubrey Kennedy Pictures Corporation. 
picture production. Capital 500 
no par. Permitted to issue all. 


in Negotiations for 
1 Week Off Out of 7 


Baltimore, Aug. 22. 


Taking a cue from unions in other 
bures, the local musicians’ group is 
asking for a part-time layoff clause 
in the new contracts which are 
slated to go into effect on Labor 
Day. In the negotiations started 
late last week between the unions 
and the theatres, the music boys 
made a demand for a one-week rest 
out of every seven. 

If the one-seventh layoff system 
should go into effect here it would 
likely mean that two members of 
the regular orchestra would lay off 
each week, cheir spots to be filled in 
by two of the unemployed group of 
the union. 

It is, however, unlikely that such 
a clause will be scribbled into the 
new contract, since the theatres are 
dead set against it, claiming that 
putting new men and new leaders 
into the orchestra pit for one-week 
specials in entirely impracticable, 
particularly where the bands must 
be adept in playing for acts. 

Scheme itself is an elongation of 
plans for part-time layoffs used in 
other cities, such as in Chicago, 
where a six-iay rule is in order for 
the regularly employed musicians. 

Scale for the local music masters 
under the new contract is figured at 
$82.50, which in some of he houses 
will rate as an increase of $7.50. 
And in the two big houses, the Cen- 
tury and Hippodrome, the union 
demand is for a 14-man minimum, 
This latter clause will be met by 
both houses, the latter jumping 
from its present eight-men band, 

Musicians locally recently won a 
victory over the theatres when the 
Sunday shows went into effect, the 
union going out for and getting 
time and a half for the Sunday 
work. 





Ed Reed Drowns 


Mobile, Aug. 22. 

Edward Reed, assistant manager 
of the Saenger, Mobile, was drowned 
in Lake fonchartrain near New 
Orleans, while on his vacation. 

He was accompanied by his wife 
and daughter, Doris, and was vis- 
iting relatives in New Orleans, 








U. S. Commissioner In 
Arthur-Union Dispute 


New Haven, Aug. 22, 

Charles G. Wood, commissioner 
of U. S. Dept. of Labor, enters into 
the Harry Arthur-union picture in 
an effort to settle the disagreement, 
Arthur has signified a willingness 
to place issues in dispute in the 
hands of three arbitrators for de- 
liberation and settlement. 

Commissioner Wood -has_ sub- 
mitted a copy of Arthur’s plan to 
W. A. Dillion, of stagehands’ inter- 
national, and it is expected a neu- 
tral trio will be appointed to sit in 
for decision. 








FANCHONé MARCO 


: Featured Acts - 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 


EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 


“Gus Edward's Radio Stars” 














FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE" 








WILTON CRAWLEY 


‘The Thunder Storm of Jazz’ 


With HOT LIPS—HOT HIPS 
‘NIGHT CLUB’ Idea 




















JUDGMENTS 


Erlanger Productions, Inc.; Eldredge 
o., Inc.; $232. 


Mascot S. Appleby 


— 


Amusement Co.; E. 
24,840, 


Now Releasing 
HARRY RICHMAN in “t LOVE A PARADE,” 
t-reel featurette 
STANLEY DISTRIBUTING 
CORPORATION 
729 Seventh Avenue, New York 
Telephone Bryant 8-281? 
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THIS FEMALE TARZAN HE HAD 
PTURED IN THIS ISLAND JUNGLE? 


Mr. Robinson 
CRUSOE 


He couldn’t kill her! He couldn't trap her! 
He couldn't chain or cage her! Yet here 





















he was...alone with this girl...cannibal, 


primitive...dazzling in savage beauty... 
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CHECK THESE 
VITAL POINTS 


—and you'll know 
it cannot miss ! 

















STAR The recent M. P. Herald “Money 
Making Star” Poll showed him high among the 
First Ten. And you get him in the excitement 
of a presidential year. What a break! 








STORY By Homer Croy who wrote “They 
Had To See Paris.” A tale of plain people who 
found headaches in wealth and happiness when 
they went broke. Plenty of rich humor. 
















SUPPORT Dorothy Jordan, Irene Rich, 
Matty Kemp —all swell marquee-dressing. Irene 


two are perfect for young love. 


i DIALOGUE By Edmund Burke who did 
ia such great work in “Bad Girl.” He makes thir 
rt: sparkle, too. 





Watch FOX This Year! 


Rich shared in some of Rogets’ best. The other 


DIRECTION David Butler, who made“A. 


Connecticut Yankee” one of Rogers’ biggest hits. 
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ACTS TAKE 509, 
ROXY PAYOFF 


Six acts that have been waiting 
for their money since the no-payoff 
final Roxy, New mark, show in July, 
have accepted 50% down and a 
promise of full payment later on. 
Unpaid stage hands and musicians 
also agreed to the 50% arrangement. 
Minor members of the closing Roxy 
bill, such as the ballet, Roxyettes, 
singing chorus and a group of child 
entertainers, were paid in full. 

The payoff took place Friday (19), 
the day before the Roxy reopened, 
at the V.M.A., with Major Donovan 
disbursing the funds. Donovan had 
been working on the case in the 
acts’ behalf since the closing. He 
also arranged for payment to the 
stranded theatre scrubwomen. 

Acts paid on the 50% basis were 
Ted Healy, Ann Pennington, Keller 
Sisters and Lynch, Irene Ricardo 
and Roy Smeck. Total paid was 
around $8,000. Another $4,000 is 
due. 

The Roxy's reopening is under 
Fox management, with Spyros 
Skouras in charge of operation. 
Frank Cambria is the managing di- 
rector and stage production head 
and Harry Hollander the stage 
booker. 


FEMME PLANE PILOT 
DIES ON TERRA FIRMA 


For several years making daily 
airplane flights as one of the coun- 
try’s few women commercial pilots, 
Georgia Christie, wife of Wayne 
Christie, RKO agent, met death on 
the ground, Aug 15. She died of 
injuries received in an automobile 
accident near Hohokus, N. J. Her 
car smashed into a telegraph pole 
as she was returning to her Long 
Island home from the Monticello 











airport. 
Mrs. Christie, 32 years old, was 
known in vaudeville as Georgia 


Meltonio when she married Christie, 
who was then a Keith booker. An 
aviation enthusiast for years, she 
obtained a pilot's license four years 
ago and had been making a busi- 
ness of flying since then. For the 
past two years she had been plan- 
ning an ocean flight. 


BACK TO EARTH 


Raymond Bond on Pigeon Farm 
in Fowa 











Lovilia, Ia., Aug. 22. 

Raymond Bond, in vaudeville for 
20 years, has gone back to the 
simple life. Running a pigeon 
farm with his wife, the former Helen 
Sullivan, and her brother, Thomas. 
Feeding squabs instead of audiences. 

Bond started on June 1 with 70 
Pairs, multiplied to 125 squabs now 
and expects to have 1,000 pairs of 
stock by next summer, with a week- 
ly hatch of 500 squabs. 





Vaude Singles for Revue 
Before New Carroll Show 


Earl Carroll has decided to use 
Lillian Shade and Milton Berle in 
‘Vanities,’ prior to placing them in 
his imported book show, ‘It’s a 
Girl’ Latter will open about two 
months later than ‘Vanities,’ which 
is now in rehearsal. Carroll's idea 
is to pull Miss Shade and Berle 
out of the revue when ‘Girl’ is 
ready. 

The Carroll 
first in 
Singles. 

Berle is auditioning this week for 
the Lucky Strike program on NBC. 
The ciggie account wants him for 
the run m.c. spot currently occupied 
by Walter O'Keefe. 


Clara. ‘Kimball’s Single 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Clara Kimball Young is breaking 
in single, with woman pianist, at 
the State, Long Beach, Cal., this 
week, 
Former film player goes to the 
Golden Gate, Frisco, Aug. 26. 


engagement is the 
legit for both vaudeville 











A Route? 


Harry J. Conley is back from 
an up-to-date, modern 1932 
vaudeville route on the RKO 
time. To play four weeks, he 
beat Peary’s trip to the north 
pole by six miles. 

New Orleans was the full 
week opening date, to be fol- 
lowed by Chicago. While Con- 
ley was en route to Chi the 
booking office switched him to 


Kansas City, but he wasn't 
notified until arriving in the 
Loop. Back to K. C., then a 


week's layoff. From there Con- 
ley jumped to Boston and then 
layed off for another week. He 
finished last week at the Albee, 
Brooklyn. 


LONDON BOOKING MAY 
COST TRIO B’WAY SHOW 


The Three Diamonds may lose 
their first crack at a legit musical 
spot through refusal by the manage- 
ment of the Palladium, London, to 
release the act from an alleged 














prior European booking. 

Charlie Morrison placed the 
vaudeville knockabout trio in 
Schwab & DeSylva’s ‘Humpty 


Dumpty’ last week. Attempts to set 
aside a previous London engage- 
ment which the William Morris of- 
fice arranged were turned down. 

If the London booking must be 
played the act will have to drop out 
of the show, for which the boys are 
now rehearsing, and sail in time to 
open at the Palladium on Sept. 12. 
The Palladium claims the act is 
booked for four weeks. 





TRIPLE ASSIST 


Marcus to Godfrey to Bellit—Santa 
Claus Gesture 





The A. B. Marcus Show, which 
formerly booked direct with RKO, 
is now paying commish to an agent. 
George Godfrey made a present of 
the act to Henry Bellit. 


Godfrey represented the Marcus 
tab when he turned agent after 
leaving the booking office the last 
time. After his return and until the 
gift to Bellit, Marcus had been do- 
ing business direct. 





Chicago, Aug. 22. 


‘Burn ’Em Up Ned’ Alvord, from 
legit, is being anticipated with some 
qualms in vaudeville circles here. 
He is advance agent for the Marcus 
tab, booked at the State-Lake 
Sept. 3. 

Last year in advance of Billy 
Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt’ reyue, Alvord’s 
exploitation left streaks of charred 
and smouldering memories behind. 

Loop is currently sensitive about 
dirt, due to the unpleasant reactions 
Balaban & Katz got when depart- 
ing from its traditional family 
policy in presenting a couple of 
stage shows full of Broadway indigo 
and innuendo. 

Indications are that ‘Burn ’Em 
Up’ will be carefully censored for 
vaudeville consumption. 





RKO Vaude Dates During 
An NBC Air Build-Up 


Radio Rubes, slated to go on an 
NBC build-up the latter part of 
next month, have been spotted into 
three RKO houses in the mean- 
while. 

Play three days in Trenton, 
starting Aug. 30, and follow with 
the week of Sept. 10 in Providence 
and Sept. 17 in Boston. 





CAB AND DUKE’S INDIES 

Duke Ellington unit plays three 
indie stage dates in the east during 
October. First date is the Hippo- 
drome, Baltimore, the 14th. Pearl, 
Philadelphia (22) and the Howard, 
Washington (29), follow. 

Cab Calloway band will precede 


oS 








Ellington in the latter two spots, | 


going into the Pearl Sept. 3 
the Howard a week later. 


and | 


‘means, 
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FM WOULD TAKE | 
ON BOOKING DEPT. 


Negotiations Opened in New 
York — Playing Time at 
50 Wks. Minimum and 
100 Possible—Pact Must 
Carry OK of Fox Films 
and Fox West Coast— 
Beck Agreeable 





MARCO BOOKING HEAD 


On the verge of making a 
long term contract for a substantial 
amount of ‘playing time with Fan- 
chon & Marco on a minimum basis 
of weeks, RKO has reconsidered 
and is currently making a bid for 
a working partnership under which 
F. & M. will assume the co-opera- 
tive direction of RKO’S booking de- 
partment. So far it’s only in the 
informal talk stage. Marco under 
the proposals would likely be- 
come head of the booking depart- 
ment. Marco talked with M. H. 
Aylesworth and Harold Franklin 
last week in New York. 

Martin Beck is reported agreeable 
to ride alongside as RKO’s repre- 
sentative. The combination inmme- 
diately could effect playing time of 
not less than 50 weeks, with the 
ultimate possibility of 100. Marco 
now serves all but one of the ma- 
jors, including Par and Warners, 
with units. Loew is the exception. 

F. & M. now has around 30 weeks 
of playing time. 

Fox-FWC Must Okay 


Any merger involving F. & M. 
must have the okay of Fox Film 
and Fox West’ Coast. Which 
in part, Spyros Skouras. 
Latter through his operation of Fox 
West Coast controls a half interest 
in F. & M. 

There are two ways in which the 
RKO-F. & M. hookup can be ef- 
fected. One is an RKO out- 
right purchase of FWC’s interest 
in F. & M. The other is a combi- 
nation of the three forces, with 
Skouras and Marco forming an alli- 
ance under a trusteeship that would 
protect FWC’s interest, and the two 
then dealing with RKO. 

The terms of the RKO-F. & M. 
negotiation are not known. Even 
doubtful if negotiations have 
reached that stage. 

In any working partnership with 
F. & M. RKO may guarantee a spe- 
cified minimum of playing time, 
which also is the basis of F. & M.'s 
partnership with Fox West Coast. 
All parties concerned will likely 
hold confabs this week to effect 
some result. 





SAGA OF A CHORINE 


F. & M. Line Girls’ Sad Fate and 
Torontoan Benevolence 








Toronto, Aug. 22. 

Sad story is that of Norma Perrin, 
Fanchon & Marco line girl who took 
a two weeks’ lay-off here and was 
taken ill. She didn’t know a soul 
but the Imperial staff adopted her 
and Howard Knevels, house man- 
ager, guaranteed payment of her 
hospital bills. 

The staff again contributed to 
bring the mother to the bedside 
when the girl grew worse, but the 
little dancer died and the entire 
theatre staff attended the funeral, 
ushers acting as pall-bearers. 

Not a daily carried a line, the 
story just leaking out a week later. 





Evelyn Nair’s Divorce 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Evelyn Nair, solo dancer with 
Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanias, given 
a divorce here from Will Morgan, 
former trumpet player with the 
band, who is now working in pic- 
tures. His last appearance was in 
‘Crooner.’ 

Miss Nair is now en route to Bos- 
ton to rejoin the band. 








$13,000 Gets $40,000 


most expensive 
stage show ever spotted in a 
neighborhood variety theatre, 
Loew's Paradise in the Bronx 
is also on the way to estab- 
lishing a record New York 
neighb gross this week. 

Indications are that the re- 
ceipts will reach $40,000. On 
screen is ‘Skyscraper Souls.’ 

The vaudeville bill amounts 
to around $13,000 in salaries. 
Morton Downey, Phil Baker, 
Bert Lahr, Hannah Williams, 
and Veloz and Yolanda are the 
acts. It's for splurge purposes 
mostly, with a view to exploit- 
ing the theatre at the risk of 
a loss on the week. 


HEALY GOES WITH RKO 
DESPITE SHUBERTS 


Ted Healy will open as booked by 
RKO at the Palace, Cleveland, Aug. 
27, over objections from the Shu- 


berts and despite the legit firm’s ad- 
vice to RKO that it will seek an in- 
junction. Healy quit the Shuberts’ 
‘Passing Show’ revue last week dur- 
ing rehearsals and contends he did 
so rightfully. The Shuberts claim 
to hold a binding contract. 

RKO’s decision to play Healy re- 
gardless was made by Martin Beck 
at about the same time Equity ruled 
that the Shuberts have no claims 
on the comedian. 


Last week’s walkout was his sec- 
ond during the ‘PaSsing Show’ re- 
hearsals. He was in the rehashéd 
version of ‘Hey Nonny Nonny’ on a 
percentage basis. Healy held that as 
long as his position was practically 
a partnership, with his income en- 
tirely dependent upon the show’s 
merit, he was entitled to a say in 
the casting. The Shuberts’ first se- 
lections of supporting players were 
not satisfactory to Healy, so he quit. 
While a revised ontract giving 
Healy the right to decide on the cast 
was being drawn up by the Shu- 
berts and the comedian’s lawyers, 
Healy booked the RKO vaudeville 
dates under the impression he was 
out of the show permanently. 


When the new contract was ac-~ 
cepted by both sides Healy returned 
to rehearsals, but left after a few 
days when he was again restrained 
from exercising authority. 


Playing the 

















EX-BLIND BOY 


Earl Musselman Regains Sight and 
Frames Act 








Earl Musselman, Allentown youth 


‘| who regained his eyesight through 


an operation about a year ago, and 
to whom considerable space was 
devoted in metropolitan newspapers 
and who spoke over the NBC chain, 
is going into vaudeville. He opens 


Aug. 26 for Warners at the Rich 
theatre, Elizabeth, N. J. 
Earl Musselman and His Pals 


will be under direction of James 
H, O'Donnell, former actor. In ad- 
dition to Musselman, two blind 
youths who -vere his fellow stu- 
dents at the Pennsylvania Institute 
for the Blind, will be in the act. 
They are Charles Lichtenwalner 
and Ralph Sterner, both of Allen- 
town. O'Donnell will also be a 
member of the company. 

After Elizabeth, Musselman is at 
the Mastbaum, Philadelphia, and 
Warners’ Earle, Washington; thence 
to the Coast. 


McKay-Ardine Again 


It took George McKay 





a year to 


find out that after 20 years it’s no 
cinch to do without the‘ missus. 


George's enlightenment has brought 
Ardine McKay out of retirement and 
the team is McKay and Ardine again. 
Mrs. McKay decided to retire last 
year and her husband tried a series 
of new acts with other partners, 
none of which was successful. 





Vaude Act’s Short 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Metro has signed the Five Max- 
ellos, vaude ict, now at Chinese, to 
work in a Pete Smith sport short. 





Jack Cummings directs. 
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RKO VODE BACK 
SOUTH, COAST: 
7 IN ALL 


Three weeks in the south and 
four on the Coast are likely to be 
added to the RKO vaudeville book 


before the end of September. Hous- 
ton, Dallas and San Antonio of the 
former Interstate time are tenta- 
tively set to return to stage shows 
Sept. 17, while the recently closed 
Coast time’s revival depends largely 
on a western trip being made by 
Martin Beck and other RKO execs 
this week. 

Before leaving New York yester- 
day (Monday) Beck declared there 
is no doubt as to the Coast houses’ 
return to vaudeville, due to the flop 
of the straight picture try-out there. 
Policies and theatres are to be de- 
cided on within the next week or so, 
he stated. Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco, Oakland, Seattle and Port- 





land, Ore., are the towns. 

With the south and Coast back, 
RKO’s vaudeville time, now down to 
around 18 weeks, will approach the 
25-week figure recently set by the 
theatre department as the maximum 
amount decided on for the start of 
the season, 


FALLY MARKUS BACK 
IN INDIE VODE FIELD 


Fally Markus, at one time the 
foremost independent vaudeville 
booker, is back after a two years 
absence from the booking field. 
Under a revision of the Amalgam- 
ated Vaudeville Agency, he will 
have charge of the office and book- 
ings on a partnership arrangement 
with M. E. Comerford and Frank 
C. Walker. 

Two and a half weeks of play- 
ing time now booked by Amalgam- 
ated will be used by Markus as the 
foundation for a proposed extensive 
indie vaudeville book. The basic 
time comprises a full week each at 
Fay’s, Philadelphia, and Fay’s, 
Providence, and a_ split at the 
Binghamton, Binghamton, N. Y. 

To return to booking, Markus 
sold his interest in the Photographic 
Reproduction company and stepped 
aside as an inactive partner in the 
Markus & Birman employment 
agency. He formed the latter 
when giving up his booking office. 

Markus’ return has been brewing 
since last winter. At that time RKO 
wanted him to head a proposed 
Family Dept. revival, RKO again 
started negotiations with Markus 
two weeks ago, but Martin Beck 
and Markus agreed to call it off, 
with the Amalgamated connection 
made meanwhile. 


Midget Forgot Alimony, 
Charged $2.50 Wkly Extra 


Barnstable, Mass., Aug. 22. 
Howard A. Knowles, 40-inch mid- 
get formerly of vaude and legit, 
didn’t succeed with his reconcilia- 
tion with his. normal-sized wife 
after a futile attempt to divorce 














her. But Mrs. Knowles demanded 
separate maintenance and won it. 
Ruth Hoyt Knowles, former 


vaude actress, told the court her 
husband had promised to give her 
$5 a week after their January di- 
vorce spat, but that after being on 
the dot he began to overlook pay- 
ments. 

Thc court decided she should 
have $7.50 a week and the hus- 
band, who charged his wife had 
hurled him around as though he 
were a football, seemed satisfied. 


JUNE CARR’S LOSS 
Kansas City, Aug. 22. 

June Carr, on the Mainstreet’s 
bill this week reported to the police 
that $545 hod been stolen from her 
dressing room. 

She said she discovered the loss 
upon returning to her dressing room 
after the inst show Wednesday 
| night. 
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VAUDEVILLE 


Tuesday, August 23, 1932 








RKO Wouldn’t Pay 
Wire Charges; Ginger 


Ale Act Bookings Off 


sooking of the Canada Dry radio 





program into the Palace, New 
York, and three other 
has been calied off by the circuit. 
Act asked for £9,000 and that the 
circuit carry the out of town broad- 
cast wire charges. Martin Beck 
refused to raise the ante beyond 
$8,000. 

As the NBC artist bureau had it 
framed, a couple of dancing turns 
were to be added to the cast, with 
the idea of expanding the running 
time to around an hour. Act would 
have gone into the Palace as the 
singleton stage attraction for the 
week. 





Reviving ‘Frenchmen’ 


Anatole Friedland will take his 
"50,000,000 Frenchmen’ tab off the 
Shelf on or about Labor Day and 
put it back into rehearsal. 

Friedland sunk $20,000 in the tab 
last season, but couldn't get to- 
gether with the circuits. 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week Aug. 12) Palace. Chicago 


‘THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R I CoH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL H ES 














“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondel! & Mack) 


DeVITTO ano DENNY 
And DOT STEVERS 


Broadcasting— 


“Hello, Ryan & Noblette—Has the 
affected the Olympic 














tKO houses 





Doubling 





Gus Edwards doubled be- 
tween the RKO booking office 
as an agent and Loew’s Met- 
ropolitan, Brooklyn, as oppo- 
sish all last week. He's play- 
ing the Crotona for Skouras 
this week, also doubling on 
the RKO floor. 

Edwards was granted an 
RKO agency franchise a couple 
of months ago. 














RKO’S $2,400 DAMAGES 
VS. FRENCH BAND ACT 


RKO has been awarded a judg- 
ment of 60,000 francs (about $2,400) 
by a French court in its breach of 
contract suit in Paris against 
Rode’s Band, one of the European 
acts booked for RKO’s American 
vaudeville by Martin Beck. 

Suit alleged that Rode signed an 
RKO vaudeville blanket contract 








which he attempted to cancel upon 
receipt of another American offer, 
this one from the Shuberts. 
Henry Lartigue handled the suit 
for RKO. 





Deal for F&M Units at 
RKO’s 105th St., Cleve. 


Fanchon & Marco units with 
Rube Wolff as a permanent m.c. 
may go into the 105th St., Cleve- 
land, for RKO, some time in Sep- 
tember. Also F. & M. may break 
its jump from Vancouver to Den- 
ver with a week stand at the RKO 
Orpheum, Salt Lake City. 

If going into the 105th St., Cleve- 
land, F. & M. will replace the pres- 
ent RKO vaude. 





Gordon for F&M’s ‘Sam’ 


Hollywood, Aug.-22. 

‘Desperate Sam’ is working title 
of F&M unit being built around 
Bert Gordon. Will be semi-melo- 
dramatic. 

Gae Foster has started chorus 
rehearsals. No supporting. princi- 
pals so far lined up.. 





IN FILM AND F-M UNIT 
Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
Bert Gordon, vaude, got his first 
eyeful of studio lights in ‘Madison 
Square Garden’ at Paramount, Was 
his initial screen part. 
Set now for Fanchon & Marco 














unit. 








Authorized RKO Artists’ Representatives 


and Officially Franchised 


Agents and 


Associates 





SAMUEL BAERWITZ 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Tel. Bryant 9-4614-5 


PHIL MORRIS 


Artists’ Representative 


1564 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 








BLONDELL & MACK 


1560 Broadway 





HARRY NORWOOD 


Suite 403, Palace Theatre Bldg. 








/f NEW YORK BRyant 9-3619 
tee 
GUS EDWARDS 
EDW4 O. L. OZ 
(Star Maker) Artists’ Representative 
Suite 140-42 Suite 703, Palace Theatre Bidg. 


ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK 





NEW YORK CITY 





EE 
JACK HART 


Now Affiliated With 


BILLY JACKSON 


pa 9-1753 1560 Broadway, New York 





JAMES E. PLUNKETT ~ 
SAM TISHMAN 


MAX TISHMAN, General Managor 
THOMAS CURRAN, Associate 
1564 B’way, New York. Phone Br. 89-6571 





JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway 
NEW YORK 





eel S. KELLER 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


CHARLES S. WILSHIN 
Affiliated Member, 
Bert Wishnew, Associate 
Tel. BRyant 9-4648 





~ MILTON LEWIS | 


Associated With 


MAX GORDON 





)” CHARLES MORRISON 


1560 Broadway, New York 
LARRY PUCK, Associate 


wae’ Rte er errweana Pore Apa Sana 





GEO. O. JOHN A. 


WEEDEN & SCHULTZ 


Associate, WILLIAM C. WEEDEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


LEE P. STEWART 
and EDWARD RILEY 


Vaudeville—Radic—Pictures 
904 Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
BRyant 9-0551 


-|Harry Weber-Simon Agency 


Suite 502 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
and Equitable Bldg., Hollywood, Calif. 


JACK WEINER. 
Announces a Vaudeviile Partnership 


with M. S. BENTHAM 




















Palace Theatre Bldg., NEW YORK 


2 MORE SHIPS SAIL 
WITH SHOWS ABOARD 


The Belgenland, on its weekly six 
day cruise, sailed with 40 profes- 
sionals inclusive of the show's or- 





chestra. Floor show was revised the 
revue portion being out and three 
sister teams replacing that feature. 


Specialists are Marjorie and 
Irene, Four Barrymores, Fran and 
Ted Nash, Rene and Lora, Ann 
Martin, Marie Johanson, Lila Bey 
with the repeaters Chigi, Gloria Lee 
and Sherr brothers, Fay and Well- 
ington, Vansiller and Conway, Serge 
Abagoff, Mischa Markoff and the 
Gypsy Ensemble. 

Added to the Brittanic’s troupe, 

sailing yesterday (Monday), were 
Del Faust, Zara Lee, Steele Sisters 
and Michael Foneen. 
The Transylvania and the France 
have been added to the group of 
liners which will sail Sept. 2, over 
Labor Day with performing con- 
tingents. Artists on all ships, ex- 
cept the France, receive compen- 
sation. 


Catch-as-Catch-Can Unit 
Acts at Coast’s 1 and Only 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 











After a week of stage band policy, 
RKO reverts its Golden Gate to 
vaude with Horace Heidt’s band 
doubling from stage to pit. 

Booking office is grabbing as 
many RKO unit acts as possible, 
there being a dearth of local mate- 
rial. This being only RKO house on 
the Coast using stage acts office is 
snapping up whatever unit acts 
blow into town, after having whole 
Coast fall out from under them 
while playinzy Northwest. 

Benny Ross and Jack Gwinn were 
used last week. 


Minn. Walkathon Goes 
Past $60,000 Mark 


Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 

The local Walkathon, a_ twist 
name for a dance marathon, is roll- 
ing up unusual grosses here. It’s 
in on percentage at the Municipal 
Auditorium with the city sharing 
on a percentage basis of 10% of 
the first $60,000 and 20% of every- 
thing over that figure. Now in its 
seventh week, affair has skipped 
past the $60,000 mark and has un- 
til Sept. 13 to run. 

Promoter is W. E. Tebbets, thea- 
tre man of Portland, Ore., who per- 
suaded the city to the percentage 
idea instead of the usual $750 
nightly rental. Nut is $5,000 weekly 
for Tebbets with plenty coming in 
from concessions granted as well. 


Loew’s Memphis Union 
Tiff Cuts F-M Time 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Another week dropped by Fanchon 
& Marco, with Loew’s State, Mem- 
phis, going straight sound, follow- 
ing failure to reach an agreement 
with stagehands. 

Union difficulties in the east have 
necessitated route switches. Teddy 
Joyce unit, ‘Hollywood Collegians,’ 
was set to jump from Los Angeles 
to New Haven, but now will work 
its way east over regular route. 

Detroit now a layoff week for 
units, due to dropping of stage pol- 
icy by the Fox. Temporary added 
week is the RKO Mainstreet, Kan- 
sas City, playing ‘Desert Song,’ 
week (19). First F. & M. unit to 
play there was Ted Lewis unit. 


HOROWITZ GOES WEST 
Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Meyer Horowitz, New York indie 
vaude booker, has arrived in Chi- 
cago to open a booking office. He 
is new to the territory. 

After establishing anchorage in 
Chicago, Horowitz hopped into his 
car and went into the sticks looking 
for houses. 


F-WC BOOKS BRITTON BAND 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Following ‘Strange Interlude’ 
prolog at the Chinese, the Frank and 
Milt Britton band will play two 
weeks for Fox-West Coast in San 
Francisco and Oakland. 

May continue on to New York 
with a Fanchon & Marco unit. 


C. & A’S COAST BRANCH 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
William Meiklejohn, local indie 
vaude agent, will open Hollywood 
office as coast representative of 
Curtis & Allen, RKO agents. 
Meiklejohn formerly was booker 
here, 























Already 





Chicago, Aug. 22. 

After being in business in an 
indie booking office for two 
weeks and having lined up 
such metropolitan centers as 
Ironwood, Escanaba, Mar- 
quette and Ishpeming, Glen 
Burt and Billy Diamond were 
talking to a visitor in their of- 
fice. Seeing a young man at 
a desk in one corner, the vis- 
itor inquired: 

‘Who's that?’ 

Without batting an eyelash 
Burt replied: 

‘Oh, that’s our small time 





department.’ 








JIM FOTHERINGHAM’S 
90 DAYS FOR LARCENY 


Jim Fotheringham, former Keith 
and RKO house manager, is serv- 
ing a 90-day sentence on Staten 
Island for taking receipts of the 
St. George theatre, of which he was 
manager. He pleaded guilty to petty 
larceny when arrested upon the 
theatre’s discovery of a § $1,300 
shortage in its accounts. 

Of the missing $1,300, $500 has 
been recovered by the bonding 
company. The specific charge 
against the manager involved the 
theft of $100 of the theatre’s funds 
on two occasions. 

Fotheringham, who is 46 years 
old, once managed the Franklin and 
Madison theatres for RKO, 


$4,000 RED 


Palace’s 1st Loss Since 
Policy—Needs $16,500 


RKO's Palace, New York, dropped 
$4,000 last week, its first loss since 
the advent of combination bills at 
the former straight vaudeville ace. 
Gross was $12,400. Needs $16,500 
to break. 











Combo 








Glens Falls’ Vaude 
Glens Falls, N. Y., Aug. 22. 
Reopening of Rialto and Park 
Sept. 1, by Rialto Operating Corp., 
announced. 


days at the Rialto. 


RKO vaude Thursdays to Satur- | 


‘Bergere’ a Specialty 
Show Until Let-Outs 
Changed Their Minds 


‘Folies Bergere,” revue presenteq 
by Max Rudnick, heretofore a stock 
burlesque manager, opened raggedly 
at Long Beach Friday (19), Show 
played until Sunday night, but laia 
off Monday for revision and rehear. 
sal, beirg due to restart at New. 
ark tonight (Tuesday). 

Although a vaudeville and spe. 
cialty revue, there was a running 
story which was dropped. Just in 
what form ‘Bergere’ will finally reach 
town was undecided. Scheduled to 
play two performances daily, in- 
cluding Sundays at the Harris, but 
Equity will not interfere because 
several members have run of the 
play contracts which call for guar- 
antees and percentage. Equity offi- 
cials admitted that the violation of 
the eight performance and no Sun.- 
days slipgea by them because mem. 
bers reported the show was framed 
as a vaudeville show. 

Whereas most of the ‘Bergere’ 
players favored Equity leaving 
hands off because they needed the 
jobs, some who were let out at Long 
Beach have taken a different atti- 
tude. They were paid three-four- 
teenths of a week’s salary, whereas 
had the show been under Equity 





jcontrol they would have had been 


protected to the extent of two weeks’ 
salary. che let-outs were particu- 
larly aggrieved because they re- 
hearsed five weeks. 

James Barton, Ada May and Fred 
Hildebrand head the cast. Harry 
Carroll of vaudeville is in on the 
venture as stager. 





ROXIE’S GLOBE GIRDLERS 

Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
Wanderwells, world-touring mo-«- 
torists, booked for week of personals 
at the Roxie, 15-cent grind. 








RYAN ad NOBLETTE 


Answering DE VITTYO and 
DENNY—And DOT STEVENS 


“Yes, in the Olympic games this 
year the Quoit Throwers are pitch- 
ing pennies.” 
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MARTHA RAY 


The Greatest Song Singer of Today 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, Week Aug. 27 
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Tm Telling You e 


By Jack Osterman 





A COLUMNIST STARTS 
DOUBLING. 





Looking in the Mirror 


Beginning this Thursday (25) this 
columnist starts doubling between 
‘Variety’ and the N. Y. ‘Daily Mir- 


ror. 
We closed this big deal last week. 


When it came time to talk salary 
the head man referred us to a man 
on the second floor, who gave us a 
cut immediately, and sent us to an- 
other man who sliced us again. All 
we had to do was see two more fel- 
lows and we would probably pay 


the ‘Mirror’ eight bucks a week. 
Anyway, the big opening is Thurs- 
day and we've already received an 
invitation for a congratulatory din- 
ner given by the ‘Daily News.’ 





Obituary Notice 
Here’s an obituary notice seen in 
a trade paper: ‘In Loving Memory 
of Our Dear Departed Father—The 
Four Happy Wowskys.’ 





Smart Girl 
There’s the story about the girl 
who worked at Macy’s and called 
up one morning to say she was ill 
and unable to come to work. 
‘Who's calling?’ they asked. 
‘My mother, replied the girl. 





: Suggestion 
These hot days you can find sev- 
eral members sitting outside the 
Friars Club. 
As Pat Rooney passed the other 
day he suggested to the boys that 
they pay their dues and sit inside. 





Snappy Advertising 


The dailies carried ads on Che- 
valier’s new picture ‘Love Me To- 
night,’ quoting critics from Cleve- 
land, St. Louis and other key cities. 

The next day they ran an ad an- 
nouncing ‘World Premier Tonight.’ 
Maybe it’s the heat. 





Never Thought of It 

When Weber and Fields went to 
the Coast to make a picture one 
scene called for a replica of the old 
Weber and Fields Music Hall. They 
sent men to N, Y. to get the exact 
location and upon returning the 
men said it was in the middle of the 
block. The exec argued it was on 
a corner and sent the men back to 
N. Y. to verify it. 

Then a stenographer asked the 
boss if she might make a sugges- 
tion. ‘Go ahead,’ he screamed, so 
she coyly said, ‘Why not take a 
chance and ask Weber and Fields, 
they’re here on the lot.’ 





These Charming People 

At an affair the other night a 
little girl singer went up to one of 
the men in charge and said, ‘You 
know this is my debut.’ The man 
said: 

‘No, I thought it was your first 
time.’ 





ARE YOU READING? 





STAGE WEDDING 


Atlantic City, Aug. 22. 

Helen Cameron and Henry Twi- 
ford, members of a burlesque troupe 
playing at the Globe, were married 
on the stage of the theatre Friday 
(-9) after the evenine performance. 

Audience was invited to remain 
and witness the ceremony. 





MISSION PULLING 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 
Henry Heber has put a burlesque 
show into his Mission, Sacramento, 
operating house at 40c. with subse- 
quent run pictures. 
Business excellent so far. 





MRS. AARONSON IN FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Christine Marson, wife of Irving 
Aaronson, bandleader, is in ‘Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox). 
Does a specialty dance in a cafe 
sequence, 





Tough on Benefits 





From present indications it’s 
going to be tougher than ever 
to secure name talent for ben- 
efits this winter. Name per- 
formers are talking more than 
ever of the futility of main- 
taining a high salary level and 
a strong value if practicing 
voluntary appearances to many 
benefit shows. 

Fannie Brice’s aloofness is 
cited as an example, in that 
she’s maintained her profes- 
sional standing for 15 years 
without doing her stuff gratis. 
Instead, it is said, Miss Brice 
and others of equal mental 
stance and professional stand- 
ing have found it pays to send 
in a check in lieu of gratuitous 
services on a benefit bill. 














ARCADE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

Dalton Boys of Main street have 
returned to Broadway here. They 
reopened the Arcade as a burlesque 
house two weeks ago. House was 
operated by them several years ago 
but recently has been straight pic- 
tures, with Gus Metzger as the oper- 
ator. Metzger found the sledding 
too tough with two houses in one 
block, both double billing and with 
ilmited product, so the Daltons make 
a come-back. They took over Metz- 
ger’s picture commitments so they 
have product with which to aug- 
ment the girlie show. 

There is no comparison between 
their ‘Main Street Follies’ show and 
the new offering at the Arcade. 
Latter is not burlesque, it’s just a 
tab show with blackouts. While the 
bits are suggestive, they are not the 
usual dirt handed out by the major- 
ity of local burley houses. Line of 
18 girls hops on and off in what 
seems to be the same tap routine. 
Strip numbers are all worked with 
drapes, the grinders showing little. 
DalItons are evidently aiming at 
family trade, but it’s not in the 
cards for this type of entertainment 
in the neighborhood. 

Current show consists of four 
bits and eight numbers. Comedians 
are mediocre. Handling the com- 
edy are Eddie Collins, Lou Costello, 
George Clark and Louise Morton. 
Clark is the stager. Unusual in a 


F&M’s 5 Acts Wkly at 
Arthur’s College, N. H. 


Harry Arthur will reopen the 
College about Sept 1 with 
feature first runs and five acts of 


single 


F. & M. vaude. College was for- 
merly double feature house. 

Vaude policy of five acts on Fri- 
day and Saturday together with two 


features at the Bijou, also an 
Arthur house, has been abandoned 
and theatre returns to. straight 
films. 

Setup for the Poli (Arthur) is in- 
definite due to current labor trouble. 
Arthur states he will bring F. & M. 
tabs to this house if settlement is 
made with union. Otherwise house 
will play F. & M. vaude with open- 
ing tentatively set for middle of 


next month. 








2 in Buff. 


Buffalo, Aug. 22. 

Gayety reopens this week with 
stock burlesque under management 
of Ed Daley at 50c. top. 

Mayfair, formerly Palace, also re- 
opening currently with burlesque as 
part of new four-stand circuit. 
Jerrie MacCauley’s ‘Sugar Babies’ 
is the opener. 





dently a character player from stock 
or musical tab, she walks away with 
the show as a frowsy old maid. Her 
dancing and general ability stamp 
her as a player who should be do- 
ing better stuff. Paul Locke stages 
the dances. 

Marion Morgan, Jean Lee and 
Rita Cummings work the teasers in 
a weak manner, drawing out little 
encouragement from the mob. 
Parker Gee, Jack Kelley and George 
Crump do the straight and general 
business. 

Neither as burlesque nor tab does 
the Arcade’s offering mean any- 
thing. House has been capacity 
since it opened, but about 75% is 
paper, the kind of paper that re- 
quires no b. o. exchange, Admission 
is 20-30-40 cents, with boxes at 75. 

Nut is about $1,500 weekly, which 
includes an_ eight-piece colored 
band. Even band gets away from 
the burleyopening. Instead of the 
inevitable ‘Light Cavary’ overture, 
they took a stab at the Biren” vad 

all, 


L. A. Nabe Vande Revival 
With F-WC Booker Active 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
Neighborhood vaude of one, two 





and three-day stand variety, is gain- 


ing headway locally, with Sidney 
Schallmann, junior booker for F- 
WC, lining up houses and booking. 
Plaza at Hawthorne (suburb) 
started a Saturday night’ vaude only 
policy Aug. 20, and the Scenic, 
Whittier, a Fri.-Sat. booking (19). 
Mesa and Adams, both F-WC, also 
have been lined up, with Schallman 
figuring on additional dates by 
Sept. 1. 





College’s Theatre Idea, 
Produce for Tuition 


Des Moines, Aug. 22. 

Halls of learning are following a 
precedent set by Iowa cinemas in 
the rural districts the past few 
years. 

Held as an innovation when the 
small town picture b.o. accepted 
eggs, Onions and ears of corn as 
admission, Penn College, Oskaloosa, 
Ia., announces it will accept as tui- 
tion for the school year such items 
as corn, oats, wheat, hogs, poultry, 
eggs, vegetables and fruits which 
are in marketable condition, at 
5-10% more than current market 
price, ° 





Prignano’s Plum 


Chicago, Aug. 22, 

Al Prignano, Democratic poli-< 
tician, popular with theatrical! folka, 
became clerk of the county board 
last week. Position is considered 
a political plum, 

Prignano is married to Jean Gib- 
son, former vaudevillian. 


=" 


a | 
BENTHAM-WEINER 50-50 

M. S. Bentham and Jack Weiner 
have formed an equal partnership 
in an RKO agency that will bear 
both names, 

The two franchise holders were 
amalgamated under last month’s 
RKO agency changes, but the part- 
nership arrangement for them ia 
recent. 











burley is Miss Morton’s work. Evi- 


suite. ' 
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ROXY 


New York, Aug. 20. 
As regrettable as the Roxy’s clos- 
ing may have been, it appears to 
have given the great de luxe pic- 
ture house a new lease on life. The 
Roxy had to close because it went 


stale. It went stale on stage and 
screen. Maybe the month's reset did 
it good. 


Nothing but mismanagement could 
have closed a theatre of the Roxy's 
. calibre. That mishandling included 
a bad case of receivership, accom- 
panied by failing of the picture 
arches. The receivers had the the- 
atre but nothing else, and their in- 
experience restrained them from 
getting what it takes to keep a Roxy 
open, 

The new operators, Skouras Bros 
—the receivers are now nursing 
their blistered hands in the back- 
ground—are said to believe that pic- 
tures are what it takes. Their plan 
is handsome but dignified stage en- 
tertainment to satisfy and good pic- 
tures to draw. That system will 
work as long as the pictures stay 
good. . 

Opening, or re-opening, bill fol- 
lows the original Roxy pattern in- 
asmuch as it leans distinctly toward 
the classical and maintains an iden- 
tical staff of dancers and singers. 
The Roxyettes, ballet and singing 
chorus are again present, and in the 
same numbers. Ditto the pit sym- 
phony. 

The change is not so much in the 
contents of the show as in the style 
of presentment. Frank Cambria, 
the new stage producer, in addition 
to being the theatre’s managing di- 
rector, follows the familiar Roxy 
stage style closely, but the change 
in production persunality is clearly 
outlined in each number. Cambria 
@elivered a good job in his first 
week. If he maintains the pace, 
pictures should be the theatre's only 


worry. 
Russell Markert's 32 Roxyettes 

follow the old custom by again con- 

tributing the highlights of the show. 

In two of three numbers they drew 

peeshow halting applause, a feat for a 
line of giris. Im one routine that 
rates spotting in a show, they strike 
unison postures on and about a 
series of triangular supports. White 
tights against a black background 
on a darkened stage and an intric- 
ate routine of calisthenics. It de- 
serves lots more attention than it 
wil receive in a week's run in a pic- 
ture house. The same girls are used 
to close the show in a military drill 
that was good enough to draw in- 
termittent applause in addition to 
the hand at the finish. 

* Ballet (24) has its own pair of 
innings for toe work. The new 
leader, with no cinch assignment in 
following Patricia Bowman on this 
stage, is Vivia Fay, who indicates 
with her debut that her chances of 
becoming a worthy successor are 
bright. She’s doing mostly spins 
this week, but appears to be suf_fi- 
ciently versatile to meet the re- 
quirements of a weekly change. 

The girls start the proceedings 
as animated flowers in a comely 
stage picture. ‘An offstage an- 
nouncement regarding the show and 
its producers precedes. Another an- 
nouncement through the same mike 
follows as an introduction for the 
symphony. 

David Ross selected ‘Sheherezade’ 
as the theme for his first baton 
workout, and that meant plenty of 
work for the string sections. But 
nobody in the band works as hard 
as Ross, who's the Rubinoff of the 
classics. For a conductor of this 
type of music and an orchestra of 
this size, Ross is unusually acrobatic 
and demonstrative. But it comes 
under the heading of showmanship 
and the full minute’s demonstration 
by the audience at the overture’s 
conclusion indicated that Ross is 
right. 

Arturo Imparato from the opera, 
singing ‘Mefistofele,’ gets a spot 
that probably made his studying 
seem more than just worthwhile. 
Occupying a raised platform in cen- 
ter stage, he has the huge rostrum 
to himself. The mixed chorus joins 
in on the second choruses, but con- 
cealed by a black border that hides 
the stage proper. The import of 
the song and the production eftect 
isn’t very clear, but Imparato’s. pipes 
finally get ’em, while the rich tone 
supplied by the invisible chorus 
cinches it. 

The great hall and staircase of a 
Colonial mansion, preceded by an 
exterior view of the house, is the 
setting for the principal present- 

*ment. It’s a company roundup, 
with everybody on at the finish. 
The week's only visiting act, Fortu- 
nello and Cirillino, is pushed in 
rather awkwardly, but audiences 
will go for the contortion team’s 
tumbling and probably overlook the 
misplacing. They work on a car- 
pet, and that this must be laid be- 
fore they enter, and on a fully 
lighted stage, makes the specialty 
more of an intrusion than it would 
be ordinarily. 

Leatrice Berenson and Joseph 
Griffon, soprano and tenor, are on 
for one of those love duets that slow 
down shows, but just have to be in 
Most of the ballet work also is 
planted in this sequence, which 
closes with the Roxyettes’ drill. 
Latter is a sure-fire closer, but the 


stager took no chances. At the fin- 
ish the center of the back wall dro; 
becomes a scrim. Lights in the reai 
reveal a tableaux, of which the 
headliner is George Washington. 
That had the folks doing everything 
but throw flowers down from the 
balcony. 

The Roxy style of splitting up th« 
stage stuff with screen fare is re- 
tained under the new operation. Fox 
news and a Mickey Mouse cartoon, 
‘Trader Mickey,’ are this week's 
fillers. 

‘The First Year’ (Fox), as the 
feature, should get the house off to 
a good start. Business strong 
through opening day (Saturday). 

Bige. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Aug. 19. 

Far too much singing, 75% of it 
through a mike, and a wet blanket 
finale handicaps the considerable 
talent in this week’s straight spe- 
cialty show at the Capitol. But for 
the round-up finale, the picture 
house again follows a regulation 
vaudeville pattern in the routining 
of its acts. It runs to trios, teams 
and singles until the Ben Bernie 
band’s closing. : 

The finish is an ineffective piece 
of staging and playing. A tribute to 
the late Florenz Ziegfeld, it’s laid 
on pretty thick. The band plays 
tunes fri-n one time Ziegfeld shows 
and Eddie Dowling eulogizes be- 
tween each item. It could have been 
far more subtle. The tribute is fit- 
ting, but not the method. 

Dowling and Bernie alternate as 
m. c.’s in addition to their own 
workouts. Former went surprising- 
ly well in his solo spot for a quiet 
monologist in a theatre of the Capi- 
tol’s size, and then ushered on Ray 
Dooley (Mrs. Dowling’. Her kid 
routine was never in trouble with 
this audience, finishing on a par 
with the several other individual 
clicks on this program. 

Everybody sings. Pat Kennedy 
and another boy in the Bernie band 
do nothing else but. Art Jarrett 
sings, the Boswell Sisters sing, J. 
Fred Coots sings and even Bernie, 
Dowling and Miss Dooley sing. The 
DeMarcos and George Prentice are 
the week’s only non-singers. 

Prentice is the Punch and Judy 
show manipulator, here after a run 
last season in Ed Wynn's ‘Laugh 
Parade.’ This ancient amusement 
device, usually reserved for the 
children, is old enough to seem new 
again on Broadway and this audi- 
ence gobbled it as though they had 
never secn Punch get socked before. 
Expertly performed by Prentice, it 
is clean cut novelty for a picture 
house stage. 

DeMarcos have *he stage to them- 
selves for two routines, an opening 
waltz aid a fast follow-up. They 
made a three-point landing, helped 
not a little by the relief they pro- 
vided from the singing, although 
there’s no doubt that they—would 
have done bout as well under any 
conditio s. \ 

Jarrett, a good looking boy who 
can wing, had to hurdle a self-made 
handicap. His selection of songs 
was far from happy, making things 
unne*essarily tough for the singer. 
He m»niged to pull through, how- 
ever. If Jarrett were ordinary, the 
songs wouldn’t make much differ- 
ence, But this bew has all the re- 
cuirements. He springs from a va- 
riety family. being a son of Arthur 
Jarrett and a nephew of Dan Jar- 
rett (Jarrett and Dalrymple). 

Bernie’s band is doubling from 
trench to stage, while the old maes- 
tro sticks to the rostrum with and 
without his boys. The music rides 
smoothly on Bernie’s smart chatter, 
as usual. 

Boswell girls, playing a quick re- 
peat at this house, were in from 
start to finish with their close, class 
harm ny. They declined an encore, 
Connie apologizing with the an- 
nouncement that they had to blow 
out in a hurry to keep a 10 o’clock 
radio date. 

‘Speak Easily’ (Metro), the fea- 
ture. Bige. 


Wisconsin, Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Aug. 19. 


Although Ethel Waters § and 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ played the 
Davidson, the town’s only legit 


house, just a short time ago at top 
prices, the Fox Wisconsin found 
enough customers to make the walls 
bulge during the engagement of the 
50-minute version. The line at the 
box office looked like the good old 
days. 

While there may be some debate 
as to whether the best parts of the 
full-length show were retained or 
not, there is no room for doubt as 
to the popularity of the version as 
given at the Wisconsin. From the 


opening number, ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue,’ by Pike Davis and his or- 
chestra under the _ direction of 
Valaida, through Ethel Waters’ 


songs, the dancing of the Berry 
Brothers and the unusual quality of 
the choir voices, there never was a 
lack of response from the audience. 

The entire show is possibly more 
a Russian style of revue rather than 
the out-and-out American product 
fans are accustomed to. There is 
but one set, a rather somber affair, 
and the orchestra is on the stage 
all through the show. 

Milwaukee surely went for this 
one. ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) was 





a happy choice of feature. 


LOEW’S PARADISE 


Bronx, N. Y., Aug. 20. 


Something drastic had to be done 
to lift this 4,000-seat deluxer out 
of the heavy summer doldrums and 
the remedy decided upon by Loew 
was to move Broadway up to the 
Grand Concourse. That is, that seg- 
ment of Broadway known as the 
Capitol where for several weeks 
they've been bunching big money 
names on a single stage bill and 
doing nicely by themselves, as each 
successive week's b.o, tally dis- 
closed. 


Transplanting of the Capitol pol- 
icy in the Bronx took place this 
week, with the initial constella- 
tion made up of Morton Downey, 
Phil Baker, Bert Lahr and Hannah 
Williams and Yolez and Yolanda. 
Tossed in with this array was 
Metro's ‘Skyscraper Souls,’ a news- 
reel and an ‘Our Gang’ short, ‘Choo- 
Choo,’ giving them something over 
three hours of crack entertainment 
and a bargain at the tap prevailing 
here. 

Loew has tagged the stage re- 
tinue a $15,000 bill and figures that 
$30,000 will have to be done to 
break. House record is $40,000. 
That the week won't come within 
five grand of this top level there 
is no gainsaying, and as for the 
outcome of the revised policy it is 
too early to predict. 

Response the first two days, any- 
way, gave some cause for optimism. 
Friday, never a strong day here, 
turned out a boom, with one hold- 
out after another tabbed and the 
eventual countup showing better 
than a 150% increase over the pre- 
vious week when the stage fare 
consisted of four standard acts and 
a headliner of fair money propor- 
tions, Saturday started off with the 
lower arena practically solid and 
the downend of the balcony thickly 
fsettled. But these comprised the 
35% bargain hunters, the b.o. call 
going tc four bits higher after 1 
o'clock when the turnstile parade 
simmered down to a steady trickle. 

Paradise has been without vaude 
opposition, to speak of, in the nabe 
all summer. It’s been getting the 
screen fare direct from the Capitol, 
and despite these advantages the 
house maintained a consistent 
downward trend. Nearest exhibit- 
ing vaude, (Fordham on straight 
film, for summer), is the circuit's 
own Boulevard, while the only oth- 
er possible competitor in the wide 
expanse of the Bronx could be the 
Crotona (Fox-Skouras). Way the 
Paradise has gone about ballyhoo- 
ing its new policy will likely make 
itself strongly felt in the latter two 
spots within the next weck, if it 
hasn’t happened already. ‘ 

For the entry of the new policy 
the Paradise put on a corking ad- 
vertising and exploitation campaign. 
Flock of additional space was taken 
in some of the New York dailies 
and in papers published in Yonkers, 
White Plains and other Westchester 
towns. Truck and auto parades 
were thrown and the borough wide- 
ly studded with windowcards and 
one-sheets. Bright yellow banners 
strung across the sidewalks for 50 
feet on either side of the entrance 
contrived to make an effectively 
flashy front. House is one of those 
without a marquee, due to an ordi- 
nance that bans any such covering 
from the entire Grand Concourse. 
To even put up the banner a spe- 
cial permit had to be obtained from 
the borough president. 

Galaxy booked to follow the cur- 
rent ‘bill will bring the first week's 
stage payroll down to around 10 
grand. 

Jamboree of the present week 
could have been much more smooth- 
ly and effectively routined. Pace 
frequently turns sluggish, but the 
quiet spots are of brief duration. 
Regardless, it’s swell and uproar- 
iously funny entertainment. It 
should be for 15. grand. For a 
couple of comics Phil Baker and 
Bert Lahr turned out perfectly 
matched, with credit due the accor- 
dion pusher for his neat dovetailing 
on the straighting assignment. Pair 
worked together as dexterously as 
any two would who had _  ~been 
teamed for years, scoring unani- 
mously in every one of their bits 
together. Policemen bit, with the 
shooting fray climaxing it and anti- 
climax tagline, ‘as I was saying 
about the policemen’s ball,’ partic- 
ularly, proved the highlight of the 
Baker-Lahr nonsense at Saturday's 
initial performance, with the laugh 
sendoff taking all the payees had 
to offer. On his own Baker, too, 
went big on the laugh rewards, 
and, strange to say, it was an all 
clean batch of gags that he and his 
annoyer, James Muldowney, retailed 
to that nabe audience. 

Sut the applause honors of the 
occasion easily went to Morton 
Downey. Tenor did three numbers 
on his first entrance and returned 
later in the proceedings to do a 
|fourth, to the accompaniment of the 
Baker accordion. Hannah Williams 
didn’t have them coming her way 
in full accord until she uncorked 
|a number assgciated with her from 
away back. Yolez and Yolanda 
were limited to one number, a 
Spanish whirligig, which they fash- 
ioned into’a thing of perfect grace 
and rhythm, meriting the noisy 
sendoff dished out to them. 
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NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


First ride up the new Eighth ave- 
nue (New York) subway is of 
greater interest to Embassy fans, 
although the talker debut of the 
German Crown Prince Wilhelm is 
of greater importance in the na- 


tional release. Both clips are F-H 
exclusives. 

Another scoop of moderate inter- 
national interest is the coverage of 
the Duke of York living with com- 
moners at their summer camp. The 
Duke does his best before the 
camera to register that democratic 
manner the English talking reporter 
dubs jn. 

Death of Rin Tin Tin was ob- 
served impressively at the Embassy, 
Fox digging into the vault for news 
highlights in the dog’s career. Fox 
belatedly presents a clip of Gene 
Tunney signing up with the Demo- 
crats. 

The Translux covers a colored 
bathing beaut contest at Lido 
Beach: and Fox took in a show 
staged in the Bronx with Daddy 
Browning picking an Italian win- 
ner. 

One of the most entertaining of 
all hot weather zoo pictures is that 
presented by F-H of all kinds of 
bears ani wolves eating out of the 
same dish In a Milwaukee animal 
home. 

In the Gold Cup speedboat race 
off Montauk Point, Long Island, 
F-H does a job vastly superior to 
that of the Luxer. A _ bird’s-eye 
view enables the Fox cameramen 
to show a perfect rectangle whipped 
into the water by the course shaped 
by the contestants. 

Huge kite flying in Japan and 
Shanghai's first amusement park 
both lend interesting far eastern 
color to the. program. 

Australia’s first big storm of the 
season is well photographed, idea of 
t.e power of the waves being ac- 
centuated by using a liner anchored 
in the harbor as a background pivot. 


Among other Embassy exclusives 
are: Magellan pageant in Spain, 
Australian ballet, Vienna girl ath- 
letes, Canadian log roller, three- 


TRANSLUX 


The better-times-are-here-once. 


more campaign continues at 


the 
Translux. This week Universal 
shows additional employment in 


cheese making, California mining 
and Washington lumber, while 
Pathe takes to the hat and steel in- 
dustries and gets the head of the 
American Federation of Labor to 
point to favorable business signs. 


Pathe led the ‘street Saturday 
with the Mollison flight. Most of 
the footage was on the take-off, but 
it got sufficient of the English flier's 
arrival in the Western World to 
give ‘he subject a scoop tag line. 

Considerable space is given to 
other air events. The landing of 
an 18-year-old flier in Mexico and 
the last test flight of Boardman (not 
the one in which he crashed) are 
included, 

The most- interesting air-minded 
family is reviewed by all of the 
reels. This has to do with Hutchin- 
son, his wife and two kids taking 
off on the first leg of an Atlantic 
hop. Pathe got a cute camera siant 
of a dog looking out of a glass 
chart house just before. the ship 
lifted. 

Views of the ‘Flying Boudoir’ are 
caught by Paramount on the ground 
as well as during re-fueling aloft. 

Ruth Nichols testing her new 
plane and Norwegian fliers are 
shown before Pathe adds the aerial 
voyage of one of its own camera- 
men up the Hudson to Albany and 
back. 

An amusing view of a false fire 
alarm detector in Toledo exhibits 
a small boy finding himself hand- 
cuffed to the fire box until the ap- 
paratus arrives. 

Both houses have their supply of 
political subjects, including the 
Roosevelt-Garner talk. Pathe takes 
in one of the Hoover fishing trips. 
Closing of the Olympics, dedication 
of French war memorial and the 
harness race at Goshen are seen 
alike at the Embassy and Luxer. 

Waly. 





year-old boy swimmer, Cossack 
chorus, aquaplaning in New Jersey, 
unveiling of the Cardinal Gibbons 
monument in Washington. Waly. 





IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Aug. 19. 


It's a lay-off week for the line 
girls, but the Howard Knevels six- 
bit deluxer puts on an s.a. bill that 
more than makes up for the absence 
of the pony ballet. Trixie Friganza 
is the headliner, and, acting as 
mistress of ceremonies, she’s on and 
off the stage whenever she cares 
and*can stay as long as she wants 
to. There's a full-stage garden set, 
but most of the work is done in 
‘one.’ The flash and speed of the 
various acts puts the prez. over, in 
contrast to the ill-timing and slovi- 
ness that marked the bills of the 
past fortnight. 

Moro and Yaconelli open. They’re 
a couple of wop comedians with 
guitars who have no difficulty in 
getting over.. Stadler-Rose_ trio 
trail in an adagio and a triple waltz 
.that scores. Then Paul Howard in 
a contortionist bit and Bunny Bron- 
son ouf for a toe number. 

Keeping up the swift tempo, Ruth 
Lane dashes on for a tap dance that 
has the peasants pounding and 
Mark Pepper on for a _ barit ne 
number as Keene Twins turn out an 
acrobatic. Ken Syner finales with 
another tap. 


The bill might seem to be all 
dance, but Miss Friganza is on and 
off with five numbers. Still doing 
the satirical strip act. She's doing 
her ‘Not Getting Old’ number, too, 
but the high spots of the turn are 
her Kate Smith imitation and a 
burlesque rumba, She’s doing the 
peel-off behind a wicker. settee and 
closing with a mildly routined tap 
dance in rompers. There are five 
costume changes and few variations 
of the old standard act. It’s still a 
swell bit that has no difficulty in 
socking home. 

eck Arthur takes the baton for 
a ‘Girl Crazy’ medley and there are 
the usual screen fillers. Feature is 
‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par). s 
McStay. 


McVickers, Chicago 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Mindful of the side street location, 
Balaban & Katz has invested what 
looks like about $15,000-$20,000 in a 
new electric marquee. It makes a 
dull block glitter with life and Mc- 
Vickers a focal point for mid-Loop 
crowds. , 

Auguring well for the extended 
run policy, the house, now pegged 
at 55 cents afternoon and 75 cents 
nights (tax included), opened to 
smash biz on Friday. During the 
last season and prior to its going 
into summer eclipse for the first 
time, McVickers was very spotty as 
a grosser, Often discouraging to 
B. & K. was the failure of good 
pictures to do business. In conse- 





quence both McVickers and United 





Artists opening next week-will be 
watched for their pulse-beat. 

Marx’ Brothers’ ‘Horsefeathers’ 
(Par) had ’em lined up at 11:20 the 
first day on a 10:30 morning geta- 
way. In midafternoon there were 
scattered seats, but near-capacity. 
At night another line shifted 
haunches patiently on the curb out- 
side. This was considered most 
hearteaing at B. & K, 

There was a spic-and-span at- 
mosphere on the first day that was 
not without its beneficial psycho- 
logical influence. Chromium- 
trimmed lobby displays brightened 
the cavern and there were new 
liveries for the staff and flowers 
banked in the foyer. It was a cheer- 
ful spot in an increasingly colorless 
Loop. 

Sam Sobler is again managing 
the house. Charley Kurtzman han. 
dled the opening. Shorts included 
a Paramount Pictorial with a laugh 
during a lingerie display for a 
model wearing ‘Mahatma Candhi 
panties.’ Land, 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Aug. 19, 


Ed Lowry comes to his first week 
as m.c, in a Broadway de luxer un-« 
der especially happy circumstances. 
Show that surrounds him at the 
Paramount this week may not be 
in the vogue for overpowering col- 
lections of names, but it works out 
into highy satisfactory entertain-« 
ment, and Lowry in his compere 
capacity deals with it handsomely, 
Fact that he compromises on several 
crude devices detracts somewhat 
from kis start, but the young man’s 
effervescent style carries him 
through triumphant. - 





State proceedings get a spirited . 


Start with a novelty routine of the 
24 Alton-Bines girls. Half of the 
girls are prone on their backs, each 
with a girl astride her waist, an ar- 
rangement that makes for leg drills 
that give the effect of impossible 
feats of contortion. Whole group is 
on its feet revealing long skirts of 
tans and yellows and green waists 
for the usual legmania. Striking 
costume marks the first design for 
these units by Montedoro, down 
from the Roxy where he formerly 
was designer. 

Girl number ends in a trick en- 
trance for Lowry. Girls hesitate, 
looking at each other and *xplana- 
tion is made that Lowry ought to 
make his entrance here, but is miss- 
ing. ‘Does anybody know his tele- 
phone number?’ And the gag an- 
swer is chorus of all ‘Bryant 5976- 
Girl huddle breaks up revealing 
Lowry in clinch with one of thé 
prettiest. 

M.c. goes promptly into first in- 
troduction, bringing on The Dixons, 
mixed dance team, last minuté 


(Continued on page 32) 
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PALACE, N. Y. 


Olsen nd Johnson at the Palace 
is no more news than the dog that 
bites the man, but this week they 
are the whole show and their act 
gets an edge from that fact. There 
is no disturbing element of added 


vaudeville to distract attention. 
There is a 55-minute show that is 
about 49 niinutes O. and J, and the 
rest goes to Eubie Blake and his 
orchestra. 

Just what they want of Blake 
when that salary would probably 
hire another 100 stooges is an open 
problem. His hot band naturally is 
right at home playing the crazy 
show. No bunch of white musi- 
cians can get quite that frantic, but 
since they had him they might have 
done betier by this really good or- 
ganizatio, than shut them off with 
a brief overture in the pit. They 
are moved onto the stage for the 
final section, but merely for accom- 
paniments. Possibly the name 
helped to draw, but that’s all Blake 
got a chance to do. st was Olsen 
and Johnson’s and all theirs. Which 
was ‘itirely okay by the audience. 

The comedians call it the ‘Atroci- 
ties of 1932,’ but the subtitle is ‘If 
you've gotta go, you gotta go.’ 
Worked for several raw gags, but 
always over. Usual line of girls, 
the Sisters Kapelle, Harry Adler, 
Happy Moore, Holtz and Holtz, 
Ford, Marshall and Jones, Speedy 
Patterson and Sid Gibson, not to 
mention stooges all over the house 
until no matter how dignified and 
respectable a patron looked, his 
neighbors began to view him with 
suspicion as being the next possi- 
bility to erupt. 

It’s .he sort of show which does 
not offer points for criticism. It’s 
crazy, it wants to be crazy, and it 
would not be otherwise if it could. 
Some of the stuff was not new in 
burlesque 30 or 40 years ago, as the 
water cooler bit with the nance 
whose room is on fire. Still the 
happy laugh it was when Miner’s 
Bowery was a burlesque house and 
Chuck Connors was gn the free list. 
On the other end there is a brief 
gag on Kate Smith and a burlesque 
of ‘Lysistrata.’ But it all goes over 
at the same speedy rate, and there 
iz almost as much laughter in the 
aucitorium as there is in the lobby, 
where they play the laughing rec- 
ord from opening time until the 
midnight show is in. 

Funny part of it is that outside 
the stars Blake’s hot singer and his 
three boy dancers are runners-up 
over the rest for clean and effective 
work. The rest is all tour du force, 
funny at the moment, but remem- 
bered only as a whole rather than 
in detail. 

Palace seems to be headed for a 
happy week, for the house was 
filled on the Saturday swing show 
and they were coming in briskly 
when that broke. At last the house 
has something that in a polite way 
can hold its own against the Minsky 
opposition across the street, with 
the blackouts rather better played, 
though possibly not as new. Un- 
less the band complicates the salary 
roll they can reach down the black 
ink bottle if it hasn’t dried out. 

Film is ‘American Madness’ (Col.), 
a Paramount short, the newsree 
and a joad of film announcements. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Effective lobby displays and gen- 
erally good exploitation campaign 
by Loew's exploiteers on ‘Blonde 
Captive’ (Col.) are the only items 


of the current layout that rate more 
than ordinary comment. Otherwise 
the house is running routine with a 
conibo bill that depends mostly on 
the film attraction. The vaude is 
only_ moderate entertainment, but 
leaves an impression of satisfactory 
balance with the type of film shown. 


Although Ann Pennington and 

Charles Judels head the vaude half, 
the turn that shoves most in amuse- 
ment is Paddy Cliff and his band. 
Strangely enough, in this turn the 
opening number is the best. Act 
was forced into an encore at closing 
and deserving, after a good novelty 
finish that needs just some added 
color atmosphere and lighting to 
bring it up more classy. That 
finale might shift places with the 
ovening number for better returns 
or maybe take the middle. 
‘ May Joyce, now doing a single in 
one’ against a simple drop with a 
bench setting and a guitar, pleases» 
Over easily when caught. Also, 
openers, the Four Hermans in 
crack balancing number. Three 
men and a looker who is good at- 
mosphere, 

Judels breaks out of the Penning- 
ton turn in which he skits with 
Nick Long, Jr., to do m.c. stuff 
throughout the vaude. Judels’ 
trouble, if any, is that he works like 
an after-dinner speaker rather than 
an actor, and his stories lack real 
laughing punch. Judels, also, dur- 
ing the skit, lapses in his dialect 
and takes a straight tongue once or 
twice which doesn’t help. 

The Pennington dance finish lifts 
the turn, with Long when caught 
having little to do in his own 
dancing right. 

In the middle of the bill are 
Angus and Searle, for their usual 
food returns. 


Vaude ran 78 minutes against the 
feature’s 73. Metrotone news, ‘Our 


Gang’ comedy and trailers fill out 
the program. That overture num- 
ber running six minutes is the usual 
neighb type as used by everybody 
nowadays where pit bands still hold, 
with the pit leader announcing 
numbers which he shouldn’t in al- 
most every instance. Orph is no 
exception, Shan, 


STATE, N. Y. 


Nice vaude for 50c at the State 
this week. Borrah Minevitch, sans 
the far-publicized whiskers and 
plus a sizeable rep thanks to buc- 
canneering Corsican sailors with a 
kidnapping urge, tops the show 
with his Rascals and all but stops 
the screening the feature picture. 
His is a wow act, 

In sequence show plays like very 
palatable variety fare. Happy 
Harrison's Circus opens with the 
canine, monk and equine stuff, but 
it’s the bucking mule with the three 
stooges that make the big laff 
finish, 

Yvette Rugel, who used to next- 
to-close the first halves when two- 
a-day vaude was Keith’s is deuc- 
ing here, singing three numbers in 
nice soprano, although all are in 
rather the same minor key. It 
doesn’t help for punch. ‘Nights 
Shall Be Filled With Music,’ ‘Lul- 
laby of the Leaves’ and ‘Eili Eili’ 
is the souug sequence. Withal 11 
minutes of clean sopranoing. 

Eddie Hanley treys. Less a dead- 
pan comic than~heretofore, he is 
using expression of hands and fea- 
tures for good effect. Peggy Gal- 
limore is his dance aid and Frank 
Duke who yodels is the one of the 
two stooges who gets the other 
billing. There’s a second 
Routined for satisfactory quota of 
laffs. Stooges pull a polite finale 
by changing to tuxes for their bends 
which is probably the zenith in 
stoogery. Harrison and _ Fisher 
(New Acts) and very good, too. 

Buster West with pop John West 
and Dorothy Van Alst assisting was 
another clicker. The men are in 
their same sailor routine, but West, 
Sr., is more pianolog than foil. He 
just sits at the ivories for the hoke 
accompanying and leaves it to 
Buster to carry everything. He 
does, too, to a wow finish. Miss 
Van Alst is a satisfactory filler-in 
for her spot. 

Borrah Minevitch closed and 
mopped up. He has the best act 
of his career on both sides of the 
Atlantic. He has routined his 
Rascals for a sequence of sure-fire 
comedy bits and business, but rele- 
gates all that in favor of the legit 
harmonica virtuoso work, which 
suggests that Minevitch could take 
his group into Carnegie hall and 
deliver an unusual concert as he 
has threatened to do. He'll prob- 
ably have his opportunity for 
classic auspices when shifting into 
the Radio City music hall for 
which he is reported slated. 

As an act it can play anywhere 
in any language. To one who saw 
Minevitch at the ancient Theatre 
Mogador on the even more ancient 
rue Mogador in Paris during the 
run of ‘Rose-Marie,’ when _ that 
transplanted Hammerstein musical 
was a Paris click three years ago, 
it is forcibly evident how the ar- 
tistry and effectiveness of the Mine- 
vitch pantomime, supported by the 
extraordinary musical routines 
which, of course, know no linguistic 
limitations, can be ‘gotten’ by al- 
most any type of audience. 

On screen ‘Skyscraper’ Souls’ 
(Metro). Biz n.s.g. first show 
Sat. mat. Abel. 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


Nicely balanced vaude with an 
abundance of good material here. 
Kenneth Harlan and Al St. John, 
film actors in person, would ordi- 
narily get better spotting than they 
do here, but bill is so laid out that 
there’s no room for the lads any- 
where except in the deuce. 

Bood and Bood, one of the first 
of Martin Beck’s recent European 
importations (Tew Acts) starts the 
show nicely with a novel turn. It’s 
not especially adapted to the 
American stage, but is clever and 
novel enough to go over at this 
early stage of affairs. 

Harlan and St. John are surpris- 
ingly amusing. The couple doesn’t 
attempt to cash in on the film angle, 
both boys going right to work on 
gags and business. 

Landt Trio and White, from radio 
with considerable rep and (more 
important) quite a lot of talent, 
have no trouble in the center 
groove, and Clara Barry and Orval 
Whitledge have their usual walk- 
away next to shut. 

To close are Rosette and Luttman 
in a dance divertissement which 
leaves much to be desired but is 
| sufficiently clever for show closing 
purposes. The girl's toe pirouettes 
are the particular bright spot of 
the turn, while some pleasant blues 
shouting by Grace and Beatrice 
Wylie help. 

Phil Fabello, ealisthentic pit 
|leader, gets into his stride current 
week for the first time since his 
Brooklyn arrival with an _ extra 
nice overture. 

‘Hola ’Em Jail’ (Radio) is the 
feature, and a cartoon, and two 





scenics fill out. Biz, sad to say, 
was way off. Kauf. 


stooge. 





PAVILLON, PARIS 


Paris, Aug. 9. 
The house now called The Pa- 
villon is the former Plaza, which 
Natan took over and farmed out for 
vaude, but which the lessees turned 
to pictures. House has reverted to 


Natan management, and whatever 
the show, it should be put to the 
credit of his theatre department as 
a benevolent ,esture to profession- 
als rather than as a business move, 

At a time when the Empire is 
closed for repairs, and apart from a 





few acts at the Alhambra and some 

minor nabes, vaude acts have noth- 
ing to do. Pavillon is a chance for | 
small-timers. Talent is of course | 
booked through Natan’s agency, 

Lutetia. 

House inaugurated a new de- 
parture here by playing continuous 
vaude from 2 p.m. to midnight— 
meaning four a day. Bill, which 
changes weekly, is practically im- 
material from the audience’s point 
of view, house playing to passers- 
by who drop in as they would in a 
local newsreel theatre. An orches- 
tra pit of 10 under Maurice Andre 
and a sn_ill personnel find a living 
there bes:des the acts. Two girls 
put up cards to announce the acts, 

Curren show opens with two or- 
chestra numbers, followed by Eve- 
lyne Mussey, singer. Then comes 
an athlete, Prince Tokio, who does 
balancin:;; on three fingers. Next 
number, Musty, styles himself the 
stupidest man in the world, but 
fails to reach that distinction. A 
would-be tenor, Guy Berry, sings 
with a voice confined to the wrong 
side of the footlights. A couple, 
The Idols, come in for a double ex- 
hibition—man first as an athlete, 
then the girl in a dance, both con- 
cluding in an adagio. The man is 
skillful in muscular posifigs and the 
girl has: good figure. Then comes | 
a comedian, Charlay, whose stuff 
has a lot of double-entendre, and 
who might be funny if he were 
playing to a large and sympathetic 
audience, but whose wit fails on 
this clientele. 

Next is The Kid, fully grown up, 
who does some lazy somersaults on 
a rather slow tempo. Best number 
is Maryse Monea, girl who sings’ 
and does imitations in an exceed- 
ingly lively manner, and might be 
worth exploiting. Oreste Noverro 
and Thais are styled gold-faced 
dancers because they use some 
preparation on their faces and: 
dress as Cambodians. A singer in 
full dress appears next to closing, 
which has a big and small idea, a 
sad lift of ‘Short and Long.’ 

House makes use of its screen 
to give a few clips :f a newsreel, 
which, being followed by the. or- 
chestra numbers opening the next 
show, act as a chaser. 

None of the staging or lighting 
worth mentioning, but patronage is 
more out to find a place to sit and 
kill time than prepared to criticise. 

Mazi. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 18. 
Anyone bemoaning the good old 
days of vaude should visit this 
house and get a load of the current 
vaude bill reminiscent of 1920. 


Seven acts, opening with wire 
walkers, closing with a flash turn 
and sandwiched between them rag 
artists, a mixed blackface duo, 
chatter act and a four-kid flash, 
the bill looked like the family time 
in its hey day. Budgeted at around 
$800 has plenty of entertainment if 
the audience’s memory isn’t partic- 
ularly retentive. 

Manning and Glass, tight wire 
walkers open satisfactorily. Turn 
finishes strong with the man spin- 
ning a 50-foot rope while doing 
hocks on the wire. Lemarr Bros., 
looking as if they framed their act 
for this showing do a mixture of 
tap, acrobatic and off rhythm danc- 
ing closing with straight hand 
lifting work. Boys have good per- 
sonalities and should be able to 
frame smoother routines. Four 
Frankenbergs follow. Kids played 
here about two months ago for 
RKO. Work of the youngsters im- 
pressed, but the act contains too 
much hoofing particularly follow- 
ing the Lemarrs. 

Brown and Wilma, rag artists 
next. Rag pictures haven’t been 
seen here in years. Three pictures 
were well received. Act could be 
spotted in a Fanchon & Marco unit. 

Benny Nawahi, Hawaiian uke and 
guitar player just got by with three 
numbers. Nawahi lacks stage ap- 
pearance and is no better than the 
score of similar instrumentalists 





hereabouts. 

LaFrance and Garnett, man and | 
woman blackface team in the next- | 
to-closing spot. Pair use antiquated 
material including an old fashioned | 
laughing song. Latter was so old} 
it was a novelty. Marion DeVries | 
Revue, eight people fiash_  act'! 
closed. Offering is the average of | 
this type that has the chorus work 
interspersed with tap toe and ec- | 
centric routines by Miss De Vries | 
and two unprogrammed men. 

Business off at the 7 p. m. show 
despite the addition of ‘Tiger Shark’ | 


(WB) preview, and the regular fea- | ‘While the World Sleeps On,’ by a/| 


ture, ‘The Crooner’ (WB). Novelty 
single reeler and Universal News 
clips filled the biil. Call. | 


local 
Man ~-vith baritone voice sang the | 
) 








[ NEW 


ACTS 











CLAUDE ALLISTER and Co. (4) 
‘Getting Un- Married’ 
Comedy Sketch 
16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Victoria Palace, London 
London, Aug. 8. 

Claude Allister, specially brought 
over by Erik Hakim for starring 
parts in a couple of pictures, which 
are only so-so, is now engaged on 
another picture, ‘The Return of Raf- 
fles,, by Mansfield Markham, indie. 
The picture being finished, he is 
playing a week at the Victoria Pal- 
ace, upon which depend 16 more 
weeks for Moss Empires. 

Opening night proved the vehicle 
was good, not only for Engiand but 
America. It seems nove! to find a 
picture star with a suitable offering 
for vaudeville. Story, by Dr. Harold 
Deardon, is really a sort of duolog 
between Lord Alloway (Claude Al- 
lister) and ‘The Girl’ (Sunday Wil- 
shin). . 

Lord Alloway is arranging a ‘con- 
venient divorce,’ at his rooms, with 
‘the Girl,’ who is to be found in a 
compromising position with His 
Lordship by the butler. Actually it 
is the wrong girl. She is an osteo- 
path sent by a doctor friend to treat 
a bone ir His Lordship’s leg. It is 
a howl from the start. 

The climax is reached when the 
real girl in the case arrives, and 
Lord Alloway puts her out, and pre- 
vails upon the osteopath to continue 
with her treatment. 


BOOD AND BOOD 
Clowns 

7 Mins.; Full 
Albee, Brooklyn 

One of the first of the recently 
imported Martin Beck acts and an 
interesting novelty turn. A boy and 
girl in traditional European clown 
costume somewhat along Greek 
lines. Hard to define their work. 
It’s actually dancing, though of a 
burlesque nature. 

Starts off with a dance satire on 
wire walkers, then jugglers, and 
finally weight lifters. None of the 
acrobatics are actually used, painted 
dumbells sufficing for the weight- 
lifting stuff, ete. 

Nicely routined and timed) turn 
impresse. because of its novelty 
and trim execution. Kauf. 


Louise GROODY & Edward ALLEN 
Songs, Dances 

15 Mins.; Two 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

After trying three or four differ- 
ent types of acts, one with Neville 
Fleeson and another with Hal 
Skelly, Miss Groody is back doing 
a two-act with Allen, her first vaude 
partner. It’s an oke combination 
except that they could well use 
some material. 


Miss Groody is as fetching as; 


ever, and Allen is the same long- 
legged lad he was in ‘Hit the Deck.’ 
Incidentally, he’s still wearing that 
sailor suit, though there’s no spe- 
cial reason for it. Maybe it helps 
set off his gangling form. 

Couple of songs and dances and 


THELMA WHITE and BOBBY 

AGNEW 
Comedy Sketch 
10 Mins.; Special 
Drop in One 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn 

Both players have been in vaude- 
ville before, but not as a team. 
Open with a film announcement 
flambuoyant in tone. Agnew works 
in neat white flannels throughout, 
holding the stage while his partner 
changes. 

Her first dress is white, cut peril- 
ously low. Second is to bodice, and 
last a pyjama suit of black chiffon 
with highly transparent trousers 
that are a treat to the eyes. 

Miss White sings rather shrilly, 
but dances much better than she 
sings. Agnew has a better voice, 
but a poor taste in stories. Most of 
them are older than he is. After 


the film brag they do not capitalize 
their picture experiences too heavily 
and eventually forget about it. 

Did very well in the deuce spot. 


HARRISON and FISHER (2) 
Dance 

Three and One (Special) 
State 

Harrison and Fisher are a cork- 
ing dance team. They can boil 
much of their stuff down and take 
it to a class cafe floor such as the 
Central Park Casino and do just as 
well as on a rostrum. 

A nice looking pair, their open- 
ing rhythmic tango discloses girl as 
an exotic, somewhat Garboish 
blonde, and he impeccably tailored 
in tails and dancing pumps. It fs 
this good impression which serves 
them in good stead for the rather 
artistic finale. the ‘Manhattan Sere- 
nade,’ an _ ultra-modern interpreta- 
tion which brings him on im sheen- 
satin femme pyjama-like trousers 
to conform with his partner’s sil- 
ver-clothed costume. 

A femme assistant, in ‘one,’ next 
contrasts an ante-bellum gavotte. 
with 1932 hot-cha and snake hips 
for a brief spell, permitting Harri- 
son and Fisher to change for a flash 
production gavotte. The woman is 
not secretive about her two good 
reasons for nether display, which, 
sartorially, peps up the straight 
terp number. However, it’s well 
done. As with the first, they make 
their entrance in ‘three’ from aloft 
a short flight of prop steps. 

Another taps interlude by the gir] 
assistant and the _ special pit 
maestro then heralds ‘Manhattan 
Screnade’ for the strong finish. T. 
Adolphus credited for the dance 
staging; okay all around. 

Good nerformers and good vaude 
with possibilities for other branches 
of show biz, including production 
and class hotel or cafe dates, Abdel. 





into the ‘Tea for Two’ thing, with 
Miss Groody again singing it as she 
allegedly heard it in France and 
later as done in Chicago. Latter, 
with the hip movements empha- 
sized, is, of course, the high spot of 
the turn. Kevwf. 








ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 17. 


Al Trahan headlines with his 
standard comedy. Act is long, but 
full of action all the time. 

Don Santos and Exie occupied the 
deuce spot. Nutty scenes, clothes, 
chatter and songs. Man’s carica- 
ture of Maurice Chevalier his best. 

Edith Evans, in impeccable dress, 
is teamed with Ray Mayer, dressed 
like a cowboy, but doesn’t look it. 
Edith sings ‘That’s My Idea of 
Heaven’ and Ray reads a letter from 
his dad—full of wisecracks. Their 
chatter is only fair. 

Dave Jones and Peggy, aided by 
Dave Kraft and two unprogrammed 
girls, offer ‘A Little Show.’ The 
girls act as mistresses of cere- 
mony and get iato the routines. 
Dave and Peggy please with their 
ballroom tap dance; Kraft does a 
fast acrokatic novelty on twin 
stairs, and all five do capital rou- 
tine for finale. 

Bobbie May’s juggling act hasn’t 
a dull minute. Starts with comedy, 
pr ceeds with comedy and ends the 
same way. May comes on singing 
‘Happy avs Are Here Again,’ and 
walks into rough-house with his 
foil, Joe Holmes, working from the 
pit. Joe stays in the pit for most 
of the act, and while Bobbie is doing 
the jugerling with clubs, balls, etc., 
they keep up a running fire of chat- 
ter. Hat and cigar trick is good, 
and le is fast with the tennis balls. 

The orchestra, directed by How- 
ard Tillotson, accompanies’ with 
vigor that makes it a feature to 
vaude fans in Denver. Josephine 
Pullo, winsome lass, who acted as 
mistress of ceremonies, introduced 
Tillotson to the audience and he got 
a big hand. Miss Pullo had a few 


words to introduce each act, and a | 


new costume each time—and she 
scored. 
West Masters, 


organist, featured 


composer, Blanch M. Tice. 


words. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 

Russ Coumbo’s box office strength 
was in question locally and the per- 
plexity will remain due to the pie- 
ture, ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio), un- 
doubtedly deserving the lion’s por- 
tion of credit. Meanwhile like a 
sore thumb, Columbo’s inadequacy 
upon the stage stands forth. 

It’s a dull band act, unrelieved 
and unexcused. For the finale Eddie 
Nelson rushed on for a bit of clown 
dancing. It was a Yealization on 
some one’s part that there was no 
finish to the act. From start to 
bows the tempo is the same and 
the publie reaction swerves sharply 
downward. Columbo got an ex- 
tremely warm welcome but at the 
end a markedly indifferent reward. 


This was a first time in Chicago 
for Columbo and until he has some- 
thing to sell it should be the last 
time. Whatever possible lure or 
flapper following he may possibly 
possess will be both exhausted and 
enervated by his present engage- 
ment. 

Too significant to be overlooked 
were the walkouts on the first mat- 
inee Saturday. From the rear row 
not less than 50 eustomers were 
counted leaving. That is telltale, 
for at the Palace they usually like 
stage bands. Or are they growing 
weary of RKO’s insistence upon 
giving them a band each weck with 
clock-like reguarity? During the 
summer the Palace has had Duke 
Ellington, Ralph Cooper, Benny 
Meroff, Larry Rich and Columbo. 

This week's layout is unsatisfac- 
tory. Nelson does pretty well but 
|}he doesn’t top the show as next- 
| to-closing requires. Jane and Kath- 
erine Lee are facile and attractive 
and strictly okay but hardly a bill- 
puncher. They are third. Heavy 
j|laughs and comedy streneth ree 


(Continued on page 32) 
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PALACE, CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 31) 


posed in the deuce with Fred San- 
born. He scored solidly. 

Three Cossacks, a whirlwind act, 
opened and sent the bill off at a 
gallop. This is a roller skating 
turn that ought to  sutcessfully 
overcome any booking prejudice 
against skaters for they are the 
essence of good vaudeville and 
present their stuff in a thoroughly 
modern manner. 

Five shows Saturday, first time 
since last spring. Land, 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 

These RKO Orpheum bills still 
continue to improve each week. The 
eurrent show shapes up along con- 
ventional lines, but affords extreme- 
ly agreeable diversion of a fairly 
varied character. - It offers some 
new faces and at least two acts 
which break away from the usual 
entertainment patterns. 


The one fault that some cus- 
tomers may find is an entire lack 
of belly laughs and less comedy 
generally than one expects of 
vaudeville. But the show’s com- 
pensatory advantages of a high en- 
tertainment level more than offset 
any such possible deficiency. 

Opening is the Robbins Trio, 
offering a familiar routine of roller 
skating. There is dancing on the 
skates, difficult jumps and back- 
ward glides. The standout feat for 
the finish has one of the men whirl- 
ing at a breakneck speed with the 
girl in his left arm and the other 
male member swinging by the ankle 
from his right hand. 


‘Snoozer, Junior,’ educated collie, 
is an out-of-the-ordinary dog act 
and ts in the deuce spot excel- 
lently. The dog obeys his master’s 
Order without any apparent cue 
gu.dance. Demonstrating that 
Snoozer has no fear of the whip, 
his trainer snaps one in his direc- 
tion while commanding him to step 
across the stage. The dog ignores 
the command until the whip is laid 
down and the trainer says ‘please.’ 
A good piece of showmanship. 











*" Murray Lane directs six mouth- 


organs and an accordion player, 
combining comedy with the pop 
melodies in. 2 pleasing act. The 
young men in Bowery garb play 
well enough to capture audience ap- 
plause. A colored midget is knocked 
about for comedy. The same mid- 
get contributes a couple of fast 
dances. They went strong for this 
act. 

Jordan and Woods, two youthful 
newcomers here, with personality 
and talent to burn, occupy the head- 
line position and easily merit the 
top billing. Here’s a different sort 
of act because of the way it’s put 
together. The two young men, 
working through mikes and with 
one at the piano, offer burlesque of 
the various popular radio programs. 
Their patter is amusing and their 
impressions of.the ether stars are 
startlingly accurate. The pair have 
an ingratiating sense of humor that 
disarms criticism of a few blue 
lines. Both boys sing well. One 
impression is blended into another 
without any interruption. This is 
a show stopper here. 

Roy and Romero present a meri- 
torious dance revue to close the 
show. There are four pretty girls 
and two young men and all rate as 
good dancers. Costuming and 
Staging have class, as does the per- 
formers’ appearance, creating the 
desired flash effect. There’s some 
adagio business that boasts novelty, 
one man whirling a girl into the 
arms of the other. The dance acro- 
batics find the men in full dress and 
two of the girls in evening gowns. 

‘American Madness’ (Radio) the 
feature photoplay, and a dandy. 
Also on the screen a comedy and 
Pathe News. A large house at this 
late evening show. Rees. 


Grand Opera House 


At two bits Saturday afternoon— 
it’s 15 cents for ladies, by the way— 
the Grand Opera House is a buying 
opportunity, with its four medium 
grade acts in the stage show and a 
double feature on the screen. May- 
be the Chelsea district doesn’t know 
it is a bargain! This mid-summer 
Saturday afternoon house was well 
filled on the lower floor and fairly 
well occupied on the first shelf, the 
old-timer being one of those with 
three levels. 

Pictures, of course, are more im- 
portant than the acts and get pretty 
much all the marquee and lobby 
Pair of films on this lay- 
out were ‘Almost Married’ (Fox) 
and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par), 
both of them fairly recent Broad- 
way pre-releases, Grade of film 
fare at the house seems to have 
stepped up lately as indicated by 
the trailers for coming attractions 
which list several of the more re- 
cent main stem better grossers. 

Routine four-act bill backs up the 
pictures. Nothing out of the or- 
dinary in the offering, except for the 
arrangement, which makes sure of 
@ click by getting a solid laugh 
number next to closing in Fred 
Pisano and Co. with the familiar 
‘Traffic’ sketch, which is based on 
the surest of all surefire hoke, a 





| sions.’ 


dialect clown, as its excuse for be- 
ing. Rest of the show doesn't so 
much matter. The Pisano pair 
make ’em laugh, principally by the 
not-so-subtle device of doing a par- 
ody for the finish, with the comic 
beating a bass drum. 

Rest of the bill's pattern is as 
usual. Acrobats in the person of 
the Patcheka Troupe open. Four 
men and a girl, men doing somer- 
saults from a spring board into two- 
and-three-highs and making a fea- 
ture of a double in the air landing 
in an arm chair held on an under- 
stander’s shoulders. Girl princi- 
pally dresses the stage. Standard 
small timers. 

Honan and Arden are a sister act 
working No. 2, tall blonde girl at 
the piano and a sprightly brunette 
girl doing numbers and ‘impres- 
They did extremely well in 
the spot. Dark girl has a first rate 
bit in an impression of Zasu Pitts, 
bringing to mind that this screen- 
player is a capital subject. It’s a 
wonder she isn't imitated more. 
This girl’s rendering of her eccen- 
tricities is capital. She also does a 
Bil Robinson, accompanied by a 
spirited bit of tapping, which makes 
the number rate the finish spot in 
place of a Chaplin imitation which 
doesn't belong at all. 

That leaves the closing spot to be 
accounted for. It has the Guy and 
Pearl Megley revue, a loosely ar- 
ranged dance affair that has several 
engaging moments but is a shape- 
less: arrangement which doesn’t 
build and needs tightening up. 
Aiming at a varied dance presenta- 
tion the little troupe of six have just 
thrown a number of ideas together. 
Opening with a Chinese bit by the 
principals, two girls go immediately 
into a tap routine. With a change of 
back drop the Megleys have a ga- 
votte or waltz, girl wearing hoop 
skirts and man costume of the 
minuet days. There is another leap 
to a trim young girl doing startling 
contortion stepping and again the 
scene shifts to a ritzy hotel bar pre- 
sided over by a Negro who does a 
first rate bit of buck and winging 
as an introduction to the principal 
pair’s tango finish. Revue is just 
a jumble without high lights or 
build to a climax, although all the 
different people do is nicely ex- 
ecuted, Rush, 





Century, Baltimore 


Baltimore, Aug. 19. 


Vaude géts another recruit in this 
section, and one that’s certain to 
add plenty prestige to the rehabili- 
tation of that type of entertainment. 
For the switch of the Century from 
presentations to yaude is equivalent 
to similar action on the part of, sav, 
the Chicago or the N. Y. Paramount. 


This house was ace unit spot of 
the burg, playing Loew and latterly 
Fanchon & Marco shows. Of late, 
since the click of vaude at the indie 
Hippodrome, this arena had fallen 
into the habit of billing its regular 
F. & M. units as vyaude. 

For that reason it seems incon- 
sistent to find the house, which has 
been advertising its presentations 
as vaudeville, this week of all weeks, 
forgot all about the word ‘vaude.’ 
Loew’s city manager, Bill Saxton, 
explains the absence of the vaude 
plug by the fact that next week 
brings the ‘Rio Rita’ tab to the 
stage. The week following, how- 
ever, the big splurge on vaude ex- 
ploitation is predicted. 

Booking of ‘Rio Rita’ next week 
is blamed for the weakness in run- 
ning of the current vaude bill. The 
show worked under heavy physical 
handicaps; there were no real vaude 
drops, the lights were awry for acts 
in ‘one,’ the stage waits were long. 
All this on the first performance. 
Later defects were probably cor- 
rected. 

Reason for the bad lights, lack of 
drops and general disarray on the 
stage is that the theatre didn’t want 
to go to the trouble of setting up 
lines and paraphernalia backstage 
for vaude this week, only to knock 
it all down the following stanza 
when ‘Rita’ arrives. 

Georges Carpentier, flash act, 
headlined, was a hopeless affair. So 
slight was the entertainment that 
this easy mob started marching out 
in the middle of the turn. Four girls 
in pink dresses and in line cannot 
mean anything here when this house 
has been accustomed to the regula- 
tion 12 and 16-girl lines in the unit. 

Sock of the show came next to 
closing, when Mills, Kirk and Mar- 
tin dispensed mad hokum and 
knockabout comedy. This turn is 
reminiscent of bits in other comedy 
knockabout acts, but the laughs are 
still here. 

Solly Ward in the middle of this 
five-act layout and disappointing. 
Ward has better material than this 
stowed away in the trunk. As- 
sisted by a couple of femmes, Ward 
is doing a turn involving the wife- 
and-pretty-outside-attraction rou- 
tine. On his own, for the encore, 
Ward dragged out an old-time com- 
edy tune number, and, while not at 
all worthy of Ward’s acknowledged 
ability, was nevertheless the best of 
the turn as far as this audience was 
concerned. 

In the deuce was Lillian Shade, 
something of a newcomer to the 
provinces. Miss Shade has practi- 
cally everything it takes—perfect s. 





a. landscaping, grand pipes and 
showmanship. But why she should 
submerge her own individuality to 
do imitations is a question. 

Wilfred DuBois opened the show 
neatly enough with his juggling and 
his centrifugal-force tricks. But 
that triple finish is a mistake, since 
the audience is each time convinced 
the act is over, only to find DuBois 


| hopping out of the wings again for 


more. 

‘Crooner’ 
Hearst news-cuts, 
excellent. 


SCALA, BERLIN 


Berlin, Aug. 11. 

Much dancing show in the new 
Scala variety bill. The star is Lu- 
cille Page, with a prop dinosaurus 
she has been using elsewhere. She 
does not need such accesories. 

Starr and Jenkins, first-class step- 
pers, rate as notables. Falls, Read- 
ing and Boy show thrilling acro- 
batic dances. Gerlys and Lysia are 
an average dancing number. A sec- 
ond Lucille Page number is ‘Little 
Morning Dance,’ sensational acro- 
batic and contortion bit. 

Alfred Gondrell introduces the 
numbers as conferencier with points 
well framed for the Scala public. 
Claire Waldorf covers the Berlin 
side of the performance. ‘he clowns, 
Cairolo, Porto and Carletto, bring 
in a circus angle contrasting with 
the lialian singer, Mara Frati, an 
artistic highlight. 

Enos Frazere on the wire rope 
with thrilling jumps and, and Aussi 
and Czech, whip manipulators, com- 
blete the bill. Magnus. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 30) 


booking for thé absent Hal LeRoy, 
who do a brief dance session. Girls, 
posed about till now, are off, with 
Lowry introducing Marjorie White, 
soubrette from the late ‘Hot-Cha’ 
for her own song and dance inter- 
lude, varied by free-hand joshing 
with Lowry and all of it amusing 
Runs into plenty of comedy rough- 
house in which the blonde proves 
she can hold up her own end of 
a slam-bang melee. Dance-off fin- 
ish puts a period to a nice moment 
of easy to take comedy. 

Donald Novis, prize winner in re- 
cent Atwater Kent contest, is intro- 
duced at some length and gets the 
benefit of net production surround- 
ing him. Sketchy set of a balcony 
has him posed appropriately with 
a girl in evening clothse as the 
backgrounding for a love song, 
with mere suggestion of action to 
go with it. At the end stage closes 
in and the tenor comes down to 
sing two more numbers into a mike, 
choosing ‘Trees’ no novelty but good 
selection te show off his fine voice, 
and ‘Night When Love Was Born.’ 
Young man has a rich and sympa- 
thetic vocal style and an attractive, 
artless manner that won him his 
way with this crowd to an enthu- 
siastic reception. 

Strains of the last song carry on 
for the line girl’s number, slinky 
dance routine in long, clinging 
dresses, with Karre, Noyes and Le- 
Baron, adagio trio, on for that spe- 
cialty, and all sightly, both the spe- 
cialty and the girl background. 

All flash stuff is off for the next 
ten minutes, while Mitchell and 
Durant, the socking acrobats, com- 
mit mayhem on each other for a 
continuous roar, climaxing with an 
encore in which Lowry gets himself 
mixed in as an innocent bystander 
who, as usual, gets his. Knock- 
about pair were beautifully placed 
to give the show just the touch of 
low comedy it needed and they 
marked the high point of the stage 
show. 

Lowry then goes into his single 
specialty, which proved rather less 
successful than his incidental ac- 
tivities up to then. Started with 
a trick bit for an impersonation of 
Harry Richman doing ‘Vagabond 
Song,’ pretending Richman was in 
the wings and fringing on his own 
head, the audience disappointment 
when they found it was only a 
stall. Couple of gags with the pit 
men went well enough, but his 
travesty stuff with a kid ballad and 
a gag blackface baby doll was any- 
thing but subtle. Looked as though 
Lowry overreached in an effort to 
top his earlier and better funni- 
ments, which had all the advantage 
of seeming to be effortless and 
casual, 

Finale is a colorful ensemble 
built around the line girls in bril- 
liant red dresses for a ‘Minnie the 
Moocher’ idea done under vehement 
red lights for a smash hit of pic- 
torial . staging. 

A greatly diminished pit crew 
under Irvin Talbot apparently was 
figured as needing some build. To 
which end Beatrice Belkin, colora- 
tura soprano, was used as the cen- 
tral figure of a scene from ‘Mignon,’ 
score of which was the overture 
selection. Stilted staging for a 
number not calculated to stir great 
interest in a jazzy clientele such as 
the Paramount’s, though they gave 
the singer’s high note the tribute 
of heavy applause. 

Feature is ‘Devil and the Deep’ 
(Par), screen problem play calcu- 
lated to satisfy, so that it was an 
all-around enjoyable entertainment, 
to which excellent business on the 


(FN) feature and six 
Business was 








opening session testified. Rush. 


5TH AVE., SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 1T. 

‘Upang?’ unit, Fanchon & Marco 
production, is a well-balanced stage 
show with dance and comedy as the 
high spots. It has a name draw 
that means something at the box 
office, Gilda Gray, mistress of 
shimmy and savage rhythm, star- 
ring. ‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par) is pix 
fare. 

Betty Shilton, organist at this 
house and well known for broad- 
casts, has a following, Same goes 
for Jules Buffano and his band boys. 
It’s ‘Laugh Week’ all over Fox West 
Coast, so band opens in ‘Laugh 
Overture,’ boys masked, crack 
jokes. Jules tells a shady story which 
is the only thing that will make one 
of the laughless lads laugh. Leader 
also puts over a song number with 
a smile, typical, and then all the 
boys roar in laughter. 

The unit has a number of black- 
outs, none so very blue. Lighting 
is used in spots and panels to ex- 
cellent effect. 

Miss Gray in pajamas in first 
blackout is interviewed by reporter, 
and she shows sample of love- 
making as in the pictures. Roy 
Cummings, comedy lead, in another 
blackout gags a little, remindful of 
director on the set. Then Miss 
Gray sings ‘torch’ song, putting the 
number over, though she’s a dancer. 
She flips a cig neatly, too. Line 
girls and three Crosby brothers in 
steps that run a little too long to 
maintain speedy tempo. 

Cummings in his crazy gags with 
Florence Roberts, shapely lass, pulls 
down the drop he frequently climbs 
on, and the house, too. Fields and 
Bell ‘fight for fun’ and rate okay 
tumblers. The big boy, nearly eight 
feet tall, walks or to push these 
fellows over and step one or two 
for novelty laugh. Then the Ubangi 
girls in wild attire and hotcha steps 
steam up the air for Miss Gray's 
alluring anatomical exercise, which 
is neatly and sensuously done in 
Gilda Gray’s artful manner. 

The ‘Ubangi’ idea does not ma- 
terialize until toward the climax. 
It is nicely atmospheric, with 
apropos sets and costuming, as well 
as rhythmic steps and wiggling, and 
all dancing for the windup. 

Trepp. 


OAKLAND ORPH DEAL 
San Francisco, Aug. 22. 


Deal is on to return the Orpheum, 
Oakland, to Fox Films, owners of 
the house. RKO has been operating 
since house was built several years 
ago. 

Fox now has four Oakland houses. 
One of them, the Paramount, is 
dark. 








FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Aug. 19. 


With the Paramount across the 
street making a heavier spluree 
than ever this week and the Albee 
around the corner holding its own 
the best the Fox has to offer is an 
anaemic Fanchon & Marco unit anq 
a second-rate independent film that 
ought not to have seen the light of 
day outside feature grinds. 


F. & M. Idea this week is called 
‘Rhapsody of Rhythm.’ It features 
in quite big letters outside the thea. 
tre, a girl named Betty Fraser. But 
becatse she wasn’t feeling well or 
some other reason Miss Fraser ap- 
peared only: for a half minute at 
the end of the show and mildly 
warbled one chorus. 


Included in the unit are Paul 
Sydell, who works very nicely with 
three clever acrobatic pups, and 
Johnny Bryant, a clever whistler, 
Foster ?nd Van are either an ex. 
ceptionally good boy and girl dance 
team or a comparatively anaemic 
pair of colored boys trying to be 
funny. Whichever they are, the 
other team is Crawford and Caskey, 
Confusion as to identity is the usual 
thing, rather than the exception at 
this theatre, where no programs are 
given and where there are no an- 
nunciators or any other manner of 
identifying turns. That completes 
the talent with the exception of a 
dozen fairly capable and fairly 
pretty dancing girls. Thing is slop. 
pily staged with tasteless costumes 
and scenery, but the talent involved 
works hard to make it seem pre- 
sentable. 

Somewhere about center the the- 
atre spotted an additional act, the 
Delivery Boys, from radio. They 
do one of those radio imitation acts 
with the heaviest of the pair at- 
tempting to be cute. Well, that’s 
an idea, but how much a radio act 
means when the audience isn’t told 
who they are is another question. 

Screen feature is ‘Unholy Love’ 
(Hoffman). Fox newsreel, a Freddy 
Mack overture sans Freddy Mack 
and a Fred Kingsley organlog 
round out what the house fondly 
hopes is competition. Or maybe the 
management thinks that there's no 
use trying. Kauf. 





READING BLAZE 
Reading, Aug. 22. 


While 400 people watched the 
screen in the 500-seat Central the- 
atre at Ephrata, Pa., last night 
(Sunday), a fire, starting in the 
projection booth, spread through 
the ceiling to the rear of the builde 
ing and before it was checked gute 
ted the theatre. Building was va<« 
cated without panic. 

Joseph Brenner, 
owned the structure. 


Philadelphia, 
Loss, $10,000. 
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VARIETY’S 


8TH ANNUAL 
International 
Numober 


COreeeO 


Tell All the Show Business 
About Yourself 


The Opening of the 
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Tuesday, August 23, 1932 ; VARIETY “ _ 
— J & IMcKenna 





Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (August 27) 
THIS WEEK (August 20) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening aay ef 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (27) 


Rosette & Luttman 
Street Singer 
Daphne > aie 


Olsen & Johnson R 


Academy 
ist half (27-30) 
Cherry & June 
Harry J Conley Co 
Peaches Browning 
Gus Edwards’ Rev 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (27) 
Olsen & Johnson R 
(20) 


Bood & Bood 
Harlan & St John 
Landt 3 & White 
Barry & Whitledge 
Rosetta & Luttman 

Lynbreok (27) 
Whitey Roberts 
(Four to filly 

(20) 


Jungleland 





Jarrow 


Keith's a7) 
Stone & Strain 
Harrison & Elmo 
Baby Rose Marie 
Joe Herbert Co 
Floyd Gibbons 


(20) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Cole Bros 
Jack Dempsey 
Hiil & Hoffman 7d 
Princess Wahletka 
LOUISVILLE 
Rialte (28) 
Benny Meroff Orch 
(Others to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (26) 
Dave Jones & P 
Bobby eee 
Santos & Exie 
Al Trahan Co 
Bathing Beauty Rv 
(19) 


Desert Song 
MADISON 
Keith’s (27-29) 











BILL 





VIVIAN FAY 
ROXY RE-OPENING 


GEORGE PRENTICE 

CAPITAL, eal YORK 
Both Plac 

By LEDDY & “SMITH 


AND 











Jack Usher Co 
Chas Kemper 
Mat Hausley Orch 


Prospect 
ast half (27-30) 
$8 Page Boys 
Scooter Lowry 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (31-2) 
Olcott & Mary Ann 
Dr Jekyll & Mr H 
Chas King 
«(Two to fill) 
24 half (24-26) 
Billy Rolls & D 
3 Small Bros 
Geo Broadhurst Co 
Henry Burbig 
Rimac’s Orch 
LBANY 


a 
ist half (27-30) 
Texas Guinan Co 
2@ half (31-2) 
Gilbert Bros 
Chester Fredericks 
Barry & Whitledge 
Peaches Browning 
Naro Lockford Co 
2a half (24-26) 
Joe Bell & Sis 
Allen & Canfield 
M Montgomery 
Sis of Skiltet 
Grona Dancers 
BOSTON 
Beston (27) 
Bool & Bood 
Stepping Out 
Aller & Canfield 
I-Car-Dee-Chefs 
(20) 
Lya & Wolf 
Irvin O’Dunn 
Chester Fredericks 
Ola Lilith 
Vic Oliver 
Fred Waring’s Or 
Keith’s (27) 
Wing Wah Tr 
Chase & McDonald 
Bobby Pincus 
Bill Robinson Co 





Henry J Kelly Co 
Raymond Wilbert 
Hobart Bosworth 
Ralph Cooper Or 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (27) 
Marcus Co 
(20) 
Herb Larimer Co 
Frank DeVoe 
Medley & Dupree 
Hebart Bosworth 
Ralph Cooper Orch 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (26) 
Co-Ed & Cadet Rev 
Jack Merlin Co 
Merrick & Allen 
3 French Misses 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (27) 
Wells & Brady 
Ray Shannon Co 
Britt Wood 
Renoeff eee &B 


(20) 
Frank Evers & G 
Jack Major 
DeVito & Denny 
Barney Grant Co 
Stone & Gibbons 
OMAHA 

Kelith’s (27) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Cole Bros 
Jack Dempsey 
Hill & Hoffman 
Princess ee 


(20) 
Dave Jones & P 
Evans & Mayer 
Don Santo & BEixie 
Bobby aa 
Al Tra 
PROVIDENCE 
Kelith’s (27) 
Lya & Wolf 
Barrymore 4 
Victor Oliver 
Waring’s Orch 
(20) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Chase & McDonald 


(20) 
Model Bakers 
Billy Young 


Staniey & Corday 


| Sis Broadhurst Co 
Rimac’s Orch 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (25) 
Buddy Rogers Orch 

Leon Errol 

Aileen Stanley 

Jay C Flippen 

Art Jarrett 

Bernice & Emily 
Boul 


evard 

Ist half (27-30) 
Boyd Senter 
Ca‘ts Bros 
Jack Starnes Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (31-2) 
Ford Stone & Pitts 
Herman Hyde 
Norman Frescott 
(Two to fill) 


eum 
Ist half (27-30) 
Carl Shaw Co 
Tyler & Mason 
Norman Frescott 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (31-2) 
Cardini 
Caites Bros 
Chief Campolican 
(Two to fill) 
Paradise (26) 
Kikutas Japs 
Buck & Bubbles 
Boswell Sis 
Frisco 
Ben Bernie Orch 
State (27) 
Casting Stars 
Belle BRianche 
Owen ‘Moore 
Ann Penningten 
Chas Judels 
Nick Long 
Mills Kirk & M 
Leo Pollock Co 
BROOKLYN 


Gates 

Ist half (27-30) 
Madie & Ray 
Chief Campolican 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (31-2) 
Frank D'Amore 
Dance Olympics 
(Three to fill) 
Metropolitan (27) 
LBaptie & Lamb 
Cookie Bowers 
Harriett Lee Co 


Eddie Hanley Co 
Borah Minevich Co 
Valencia (26) 
Chapelle & Carlton 

4 Step Bros 
Hilton & Garon 
Zelaya 
Abe Lyman Orch 
ASTORIA 
Triboro 

Ist half (27-30) 
Armand & Perez 
Cardini 
Herman Hyde 
Mae Wynn Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-2) 
Boyd Senter 
Carl Shaw Co 
Tyler Mason 
(Two to fill) 

BALTIMORE 

Century (27) 
Rio Rita 


BOSTON 

Keith (27) 
Duponts 
Radiolites 
Collins & Peterson 
Adiec & Bradford 
Eddie Dowling 
Rae Dooley 


JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (27) 
Arthur LeFluer Co 

Delivery Boys 
Bert Lytell Co 
Frances Williams 
Calif Collegians 
MONTREAL 
Leew’s (27) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Rosemary & Fraz'r 
Lewis Mack Co 
Chas Kemper Co 
Wells & 4 Fays 
PALISADES 
Ieew’s (27) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Hans Keller Rellek 
3 Melfords 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (27) 
Wilfred DuBoise 
Miss Patricola 
Pola Negri 
Joe Phillips 
Georges Carpentier 








WARNER 








eee pee 


Ist helt ne ae 29) 
Marty & Nancy 
Earl Mussellman Co 
B & J Brown 
Dance Olympics 


Jack Pepper 

Jas Kirkwood 

Colby & Murray Rv 

Rosetta Duncan 
(19) 

Dance Otympics 

Leon Navarra 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


This Week: Ethel 


Lee, Elaine MeNair 











2d halt Be 1) 
Roxy Rocca 
Murray Bros 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (19-22) 
Dolores Eddy & D 
Masters & Gautier 
Street Ballyhoo 
York & Goldie 
Leo Henning 

2d half (23-26) 


Ray Hughes & P 
4 Rubes 


B & J Brown 
Glenn & Jenkins 
4 Weigands 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (26) 
Carr Bros & B 
A & M Havel 
Everett Marshall 














Bis of Skillet Daphne Pollard 2 Bolton Sis Hal LeRoy 
Joe Rell & Sis Ann Pritchard Co | Alan Reno & M a9) 
CHICAGO Bobby Pincus 4 Carlton Bros 
Palace (27) Hilton Sis Rosetta Duncan Bredwir,3 
Doc Baker ROCHESTER PHILADELPHIA | Lewis Mack Co 
Welcome Lewis Keith’s (27) Earle (26) Nick Lucas 
Walter Dare Wahl | Downey & Lee Sis ; 2 Daveys Stanley 2 
— : 
BOSTON Rudy Kaye 
Metropolitan (27) | Petch & Deauville 
‘Tahiti’? I Janice Walker 

















George Sidney 
Barney Rapp Orch 


3 Cossacks 

Fred Sanborne 

J & K Lee 

Eddie Nelson 

Russ Columbo Or 
State Lake (27) 

Faber & Lord 

J & K Spangler 

Jackson & Gardiner 

Gene Austin 

Sid Marion 

Clemons Belling 

Perry 2 & Taris 

(20) 

Gastor Palmer 

Murray Lane Co 

Henry J Kelly & V 

Raymond Wiibert 

Jordan & Woods 

Great Huber 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (27) 
Lois Torres 
Mickey McGuire 
Alice Frohman 
Stevens Nelson & $3 
Ted Healy Orch 
(20) 
Downey & Lee Sis 
Wills & Davis 
Grace Hayes 
George Sidney 
Barney Rapp Or 
105th St. (27) 
Gaston Palmer 
Murray Lane Co 
Harlan & St John 
Seiler & Wills 
Tobo 


(20) 
Giibert Bros 
Faber & Ford 


Doc Baker Rev 





Lawrence Grey 
Willa & Davis 
Tagenues 
(20) 
3 Victor Girls 
Casa & Lehn 
Wally Sharples Co 
Eddie Garr 
Otto Grey Co 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (27-30) 
Henry Burbig 
Emily Van Losen 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (31-2) 
Radio Rubes 
Slim Timblin 
Phylisa Rae & H 2 
2d half (24-26) 
Kam Tai 3 
Peaches Browning 
Harry J Conley Co 
Bud Harris 
Christensens 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (27) 
3 Whippets 
Pitlard & Hilllard 
Dawn Sis 
Jack Mulhall 
Evans & Mayer 
(20) 
3 Ft of Rhythm 
LePaul 
Welcome Lewis Co 
Lewis & Ames 
Blanche Calloway 
WESTWOOD 
Keith’s (27) 


MekKay & Ardine 
H Harrington & »’ 
Cnas King 


(Two to fill) 











Reri 

Bernardo De Pace 
Gresham & Blake 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Sunkist Beauties 
Celine Lescar 
Lloyd Robert Miller 


BUFFALO 
Buffalo (27) 
Trixie Friganza 
Moro & Yaconelli 
Stadier Rose 3. 
Ina Ray 
Victor Griffin 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Mark Pepper 
Keene 2 
Ken Syner 
CHICAGO 
Tivoli (26) 
‘Rookies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing Doughboys 
Uptown (26) 


‘Ted Lewis Show’ 
Dixie 4 
‘Snowball’ Whittier 


Esther Prgssman 
Elsie MeLsod 
Doris Deage 
Baby Jane 
Mildred Gaye 
High Hat Band 
DES MOINES 
Paramount (27) 
‘Movie Cireus’ 
Monte Blue 
Monroe Bros 
Realtor 
Paco Moreno 
Freethy Ens 
DETROIT 
Fisher (27) 
‘Night Club’ Idea 
Holland & Knight 
Wilton Crawley 


Sunkist Ens 
Deszo Retter 


HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (25) 
‘Irene’ 
Dale Winter 
Bobby Watson 
George Fox 
G M Ball 
Dorothy LaMar 
Mignon 
Walter Regan 
Betty Farrington 
Warren Wood 
Sydney Reynolds 
Featherstone 
Anolyn Arden 
Wanda Allen 
Curtis Coley 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Indiana (27) 
‘Eddie Peabody H’ 
Jessie Draper 
Jack & Jerry 
Joy Boys 
Mary & Marge 
Marthan Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (26) 
‘Sally’ 
Mary Eaton 
Bert Gordon 
T Roy Barnes 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (26) 
‘Hearts of B'way’ 
Vera Gordon 
Sydney Page 
4 Juggling Norm’ns 
Mack Learner 
Nadje Gordon 
Peggy Earle 
Topsy McCann 
Myrtle Lyman 
Torney Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (27) 


Olga & Mishka 


Balalaika Six Tommy McAuliffe 


Flaschette 5 Decardos 
Tudy Harriet Mortimer 
Virginia Peck Tupsy Lee 
.a Verne Torney Ens 
NEW HAVEN SAN FRANCISCO 
"aramount (27) Fox (26) 
‘Hello Parree’ ‘Town and Country’ 
P & N Ghezzi Brox Sis 
Lynn Cowan Co Niles 
Karaon & Virginia Novak & Fay 
J Roshier & Shace| Mildred Perlee 
Sunkist Ens B& D Lewis 
NEW LEAN Sunkist Ens 
“Sate ah SEATTLE 
‘Clean Up’ 5th Ave, (25-31) 
Mills & Shea ‘Sweet and Lovely’ 
Rhythmettes Blanche Sweet 
C & C Stroud 


Alexander Callam Ch'imb'rlin & Himes 


Jimmy Hadreas 
Joe Christy Loe Lorraine 
Verna Sylvia & R| Al Rinker 
Sunkist Ens . “ 
OAKLAND OFox (22) % 
Oakland (26) ‘Mickey & M Mouse’ 
‘Follow Thru’ Arnaut. Bros 


Joe Penner 
Olive Olson 
Eddie Temblyn 
Mac Harris 
Helen Wright 
Rill Halligan 
Franklyn Farnum 
Jerry Rose 
Dee Loretta 
Madeline Sheffield 
Alita Duncan 
Earl Maestro 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (25) 
‘Stitch in Time’ 


LONDON 


Week of Aug. 22 


Canterbury M. H. KILBURN 
Ist half (22-2 Grange 

Two Carltons Terry Wilson 

Mito Trio Grade & Roth 


Buster Shaver 
O & G Brasko 
Monty & Carlo 
Toots Novelle 
Minnie Mouse Ens 
NTO 
Imperial (27) 
‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Anderson & Allen 
Tom Dick & Harry 
Henri Therrien 
Sunkist Ens 























JACK POWELL’S 
Tip Top for 


TELEVISION 


At present marking time 
4 LEDDY & SMITH 

















MILE END 
Empire 
Ist half (22-24) 
Lewis & Lawn 
Crastonians 
2a half (25-27) 


2d haif (23-25) 
Cranstonians 
Lewis & Lawn 
Kit Kat Restaurant 
Kit Kat Kittens 
Co. as booked 


Caritons 
Victoria Palace Mito Trio 
Louis Armstrong NEW CROSS 
Murray & Mooney Empire 
Memories of Yore Radiana 
Allen & Gordon Co. as booked 
Chas Higgins Kinema 


Somers & Fell 


Sully & Houghton Collinson & Dean 


Vailiere & Page 


Strobl OLD KENT ROAD 
BRIXTON Astoria 
Astoria Max Milier 
Myron Pearl Co Leslie Pierce 
Max Miller Pinkerton 
|A Lowe & F Fox PECKHAM 
Co. as booked ‘teal Palace 
’ chel 
a Nae Max Hoffman 
Hivtoni Bros Tower 
pees ernie ieteesl he Pemaeee 
EAST HAM Keith Wilbur 
Fremier SHEPHERD'S B’H 
3 Aberdonians Pavilion 
Haig & Escoe Little Doreen 
STRATFORD 


EDGEWARE ROAD 
Grand 


Alec Halls & Page 
Selkirk & Glyn 


way 
Joy & Don Rosa 
Welsh Miners 4 


FINSBURY PARK Empire 
Astoria Scott & Whaley 
Georgesco Band Co. as booked 
Empire STREATHAM 
Louis Armstrong Astoria 
Co. as booked Barbeite 
HAMMERSMITH TOTTENHAM 


ce 
Dorothy Colston 
7 Hindustans 


Palace 
Wailender Sea Lions 
Gaston & Andre 


PROVINCIAL 


Week of Aug. 22 




















BIRMINGHAM Armour Boys 
Empire Eric Randolph 
Tom Burke Horace Kennedy 
Co as booked Lapp & Habel 
CARDIFF Buckleys 
Capitol Pickford Sis 
B & E Franklin E & B Newell 
DUBLIN Act Superb 
Capitol LE 
Bonetti Bros Paramount 
Frederique Plaza Tiller Girls 
Alma Mackey Enid Ralph 
Co as booked Co as booked 
EDINBURGH MANCHESTER 
Empire Paramount 
Isabel Elsom Geraldo Tankco Bd 
Lucan & McShane NOTTINGHAM 
Morris & Marr Empire 
Tessa Deane Billy Caryl 
Sammy Shields Hilda Mundy 
Corwalla & Eddie Melsa 
Glynne Sis Kingsley & Forde 
Jasa & Jessie Bert Lloyd 
GLASGOW Dorothy Lena 
Empire Gandey’s Circus 
Gracie Fields Horsburgh Bros 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Central P’k Casino Aalsce Bayer 
Veloz & Yolanda oy Atkins 
Eddie Duchin Or | Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Club Calais Nicholas Bros 
; Leitha Hill 
—_ por Orch | Pon Redman Orch 
Francis Dunn H'liyw’s Kestaur’t 
Arthur Budd Tommy Tueker Or 
Colleen Adams 


Barron Judeth 
Enters & Borgia Faith Bacon 





Andre 4 

Connie’s Inn 4 Climax’s 
Baron Lee Orch Theo Thane 
J’zzlips Richardson} John Walsh 
3 Little Words ‘ ; 
Alice Joyce Nut Clob 
Cora Green 4 Eton Boys 
Baby Cox Nutsy Fagan 
Glennie Cheesman | Vie Dunne 
Paul Meeres Joan Sennett 
Lois Deppe Waleh Bros 


Billie Lane 
La Belle Rose 
3 Crane Bis 
3 Taylor Sis 


Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 
-Cotton Club 





‘C Foy's Bughouse'’ 
Charlie Foy 
Maxine Lewis 





Casper & Lake 
Bobble Tremaine 
Cook Sis 


Aida Ward 
Henri Weesel 
Swan & Lee 














Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 











Audience-Wise Cinderella | 
Little Janet Gaynor has a really] 
truly Mama, Papa, Uncle and Hus- | 
band in ‘The First Year.’ The | 
screen's favorite orphan is thereby 
deprived of one of her greatest joys: 
casting wistful eyes toward heaven 
and lamenting plaintively that there 
is none closer than a second cousin 
tc see that she has her shoes soled 
and puts on her winter underwear. 

Though ‘The First Year’ deals 
with the earthy struggles of a new 
ly wedded pair, it remembers that 
Miss Gaynor is a mythical wraith, 
a heroine out of a fairy tale. Right- 
ly, her home town is a bower of 
cherry blossoms, screening a row of 
fragile cottages that might be made 
of sugar and icing; her costumes, 
cunning prints and daintiest or- 
gandy; her hair comb, a crown of 
fluffiest curls. 


Not Much Chance 

Ann Dvorak, Sheila Terry, Betty 
Gillette and Claire Dodd are the 
programmed principals, among a 
multitude of Hollywood ladies, who 
worship at the shrine cf David Man- 
ners as ‘The Crooner.’ Machine- 
made parts and costumes give them 
little opportunity to rise above the 
multitude. 





An Unhappy Heroine 

‘Devil and the Deep’ presents Tal- 
lulah Bankhead with a perfect gem 
of dialog, a golden nugget of dan- 
gereusly accurate self-criticism. 

Gary Cooper, runs the story, has 
discovered Miss Bankhead wander- 
ing, disheveled and forlorn, through 
an African market place? He com- 
miserates with her upon her half 
dazed appearance. ‘Tut, tut,’ denies 
the heroine, ‘that is just my normal 
expression.’ 

They needn't think they can ex- 
plain away a lack of animation 
that way. It would Le far wiser to 
give Miss Bankhead a story that 
might coax a smile to her discon- 
tented features, or introduce a few 
bright scenes to create a new per- 
sonality, since the old one has thus 
far not caught on with picture au- 
diences. 

Miss Bankhead has grown slim- 
mer since her last picture, and bet- 
ter able to model her sleek, inter- 
estingly contrived gowns. Unfor- 
tunately, her face has grown slim- 








Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (19) 
Mitchel & Durant 
Eddie Lowry 
Dunald Novis 
Marjorie While 








Buster Shaver Co 
Lassiter Bros 
Bebby Kuhn 
Syivia Sharp Ens 
Rudoiph Wagner 
‘2 Against World’ 


Hal Le Roy Tivoli (19) 
Beatrice Belkin Ethel Waters 
Carr Noyes & L Valadia 


Berry Bros 

Blue M’Allister 

Cecii Mack 

Pike Davis Bd 

‘Mdm Racketeer’ 
Uptown (19) 

Wil!) Mahoney 

Novelle Bros 

Minnie Mouse & P 

‘Rebecca of S’nyb’k 

ETROIT 


‘Devil and Deep’ 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (19) 
George Jessel 
Norma Talmadge 
Burns & Allen 
‘Devil and Deep’ 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (19) 
J & P Michon 


‘Devil and Deep’ »D , 
CHICAGO Fisher (19) 
Chieage (19) F & J Hubert 


Art Henry Co 
‘icrse Feathers’ 





Frank Richardson 
Syivia Clark 





La Belle Rose Barra Birs 
Enoch Light Orch Misha Usanoff 
Paramount Grill Taft Grill 
Beth Challis Geo Hall Orch 
H'iy’w Collegians Village Barn 


Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 


Rainbow Ina 


Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph = Chicita 
Al Goldman 


Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 

Alma Smith 


Honey Maye Crockett M’tneers 
Frankie Freda Or | Ted Faith & Kris 
Riviera — Day 
abs Perkins 
ned By Sh’riff J’sh Medders 
pg “pd e B’shf’'l H’k Warren 
a oe Teddy Black Orch 


Val Vestoff 

Jane Dunlap 
Fileen Clewley 
Helen Sheldon 
Mildred & Maurice 


Russian Aris 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 


Hunter Isle Inn 
Geo Owen Orch 
Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R'useeaus & K 
Edith Griffith 
Kentucky 2 

Pavillien Royal 
Guy Lombardo Orch 


Edgewater Beach , Weston Vaughn 
Hotel Ted Weems Orch 
Po: The Delis 
Irene Stanley Sophie Tucker 
Stanley Jacobson Collette Sis 
Dusty Rhodes re ‘Walton 
_— as Marie Peterson Co 
arian Hassburg Gus Arnheim Orch 





Marshall Sosson Vanity Fair 
Chas Agnew Orch | Barl Rickard 
Lincoln Tavern | Lillian Barnes 


Andrea Marsh | Castens Libby & K 





‘Red’ Ingle Ward Sis 

Country Washburn | Joe Finley 

Parker Gibbs Mary Vanda Girls 
Elmo Tanner ' Eddie South Orch 
_— nn ee 


| loose, 


too, making her haircomb @& 
bit of a problem. The present ver- 
sion is a long bob, curling fluffily 
about her face. The idea is excel- 
lent, but the execution involves one 
untidy wave and ends that 
are frizzed into the semblance of 
2 home-made curl. An alternative 
coiffure, youthful and becoming 
when shot from side angles, draws 
the hair smoothly off the brow to 
fluff into full curls behind the ears. 


mer, 


Both hair combs are too poorly 
groomed to impress American 
fanettes. 





Shock Procf Miss Oliver 

Come weal, come woe; come 
Wheeler, come Woolsey, nothing 
matters to Edna May Oliver. 
Miss Oliver has the unusual fac- 
ulty of isolating herself in self-as- 
sured moods. ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ may 
ask her to rub shoulders with il- 
literate convicts, sing duets with 
Mr. Woolsey or cheer Mr. Wheeler 
on to a touchdown for the old pene- 
tentiary. That’s oke with Miss 
Oliver. decisive’ matron who reé- 
tires into New England dignity 
when things displease her, she is 
not abashed by peculiar surround- 
ings. She’s a rock of righteousness 
and a comforting note of sanity in 
the wild Wheeler and Woolsey 
world. 

Her costumes are as carefully 
though out as her genteel, superior 
gestures. She wears flowered prints, 
nothing flamboyant and very Back 
Bay. Pilack rimmed pince nez that 
would dangle from a long silk rib- 
bon if they were not restrained by 
a shoulder gadget, add the right 
amount of school marm disapproval, 
A black velvet band about her neck, 


tronly coiffure, say that Miss Oliver 
can be a bit of a coquette when 
she’s a mind to. And when she’s 
playing opposite Mr. Woolsey, she's 
a mind to. ; 
Betty Grable, new love interest 
for Mr. Wheeler, is pretty and 
young and reads her lines in the 
not-too-coy ingenue manner. 





Thelma Todd, Super-Vamp 

Thelma Todd has broken whate, 
ever records existed in Hollywood 
for high-powered vamping. 

Lately she was discovered as the 
sweetheart of, not one, but all four 
of the Marx Brothers, that uniquely 
susceptible quartet whose low re- 
sistance is overcome by the wriggle 
of a shoulder, the invitation of a 
smile. Miss Todd faced the Marx 
onslaughts with aplomb and keen 
strategy in the clinches. She lured 
them on, she fought them off with 
pulchritude and poise—a perfect 
Lorelei for a completely cracked 
foursome. 

‘Horsefeathers’ was merely a pre- 
liminary work-out that put Miss 
Todd in form for ‘Speak Easily.’ 
Here she is matched with Buster 
Keaton, a gentleman who, in his 
quiet, befuddled way, is extremely 
hard to get. Miss Todd hasn’t made 
up her eyes in the approved vam- 
pire outline, hasn’t fluffed her hair 
into an aura of saucy curis nor 
adopted a series of clinging frocks 
and negligees for nothing. Inevita- 
bly she lures her prey into a fabu- 
lous courtship. To the rest of the 
world it resembles a combination 
Olympic svrint and _ wrestling 
match; but in a Keaton picture it 
signifies the dawn of love, 

In spite of Miss Todd’s vehement 
allure, Ruth Selwyn is the girl who 
really catches the Keaton fancy. 
Her use of mascara is as indiscreet 
as her competitor’s, but her glance 
is soft, her manner shy, her cos- 
tumes shabby and demure. The 
make-up properly describes her as 
an unpretentious ingenue of a tank 
town theatrical troupe and an ace 
ceptable vis a vis for Mr. Keaton, 


New Angles 

The Roxyettes haven't been idling 
away their time all these weeks. 
Bright, precise troupers that they 
are, they’ve been working up a 
brand new routine while their em~- 
ployers were scurrying round for a 
bank-roll. ‘New Angles’ it’s called, 





| frieze, 


and new angles it is, opening up 
unsuspected possibilities for preci- 
sion routines. 

Posed against black velvet back- 
ing, supported in diagonal positions 
by invisible braces, they pattern an 
intricate routine—a moving stylized 
Their svelte white tights, 
remembering the Cathedral attitude, 
are refined by the dim mystery 
Roxy lighting. 


The audience, stunned by the 





(Continued on page 35) 
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Boardwalk at Coney Island opened |} 5 Anyone een the border inta, 
last Thursday (18) following de- |f uj; Juarez, Mexico, must have at least 
as ursday oll a - iB - : M . P ° ° . miler 3 ; ie amiatienihh "Brigics 
struction of a section by fire July 13. 1 This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the & a ee Sie pest. Bagelation is to 
ao . . . f ° mil} . 
arathon dancers in Laurel |p] ily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no ff 
Springs, N. J.. quit dancing to hunt if credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. “| George Cohan honored at testi. 
Thomas Morris, manager of the | | monial dinner given by songwriterg 
affair, who is shy $500 in wages and - — in SS Se ae tt ee ee veree Fre | at Ambassador hotel, Los Angeles. 
9250 local accounts. ganization. Other fraternal orders; Cottin up at 5 a.m. Cottin told;the money for the picture and the/ Los Angeles will have opera thig 
DeWolfe Hopper, now 75, is going under investigation, but indictments | him he was too tired to go fishing | advertiser or broadcasting svstem /fall if plans of G. L. Smith and 
na ogg To + seed in ‘The World |!0Und only against the men who/ so Marron pushed his way into the|the reward for the radio feature.|Gaetano Merola materialize. 
Bet vs cn an le ae : ran the lotteries. Figured that| room and discovered a brunet who/| First decision in 1934 on the 1933 
acon ammts these lotteries have brought in more| was the cause of it all. He told| product. Awards to be made under San Francisco’s $6,000,000 muny 
Sheppard Traube denies that he | th@n $5,000,000, of which the win-| Mrs. Cottin, formerly Pauline Mil-|the supervision of American Uni- | opera house will be dedicated next 
ye oy awe we ~~ ‘Square ners ~»*ceived only $225,000. ler, of the stage. Last week the, versity, Washington, D. C, month. Opens Oct. 15 with ‘Tosca 
Mare Dag pepe Bangg ~ hep ; sciahes court awarded her a divorce and i —! —- 
amar , — bis pe Be Sve, Ss Tamara Geva confined to her bed | the custody of their daughter. Jed Farris having ‘Salt of the| Dorothy Lee awarded final decree 
ready to start In about four weeKs./ with a knee ailment. Albertina Earth’ retailored to fit George|/in Los Angeles Superior Court in 
Joseph Emont, ‘cellist in the N. ¥ Vitak will sub for Miss Geva in ‘Came the Dawn’ now in rehearsal | Jessel, divorce from James Fidler, p.a. 
Philharmonic, recently arrested for, the Philadelphia engagemert of |for B’way, and trying out at Sharon, oa atl 
et “ s ‘Flying Colors.’ Latter hopes to be! Conn., this week. Cameramen’'s holiday at the Proviso that he enter private 


kidnaping his daughter from the 
custody of his wife. now suing for 
legal possession of the child. De- 
cision reserved when case was heard 
last week 





gore Dreiser narrowly 
geath when a car in which 
triving crashed another and 
an embankment on the 
Saw Mill River road near Mt. 
leasant, N. Y. The author and 
Mrs. Clara L. Clark, who was driv- 
ing, were uninjured, but the 
writer's daughter, Helen Dreiser, 
was treated for contusions in a hos- 
pital. 


Thea 
esea ped 
he was 
went over 





Helen Foru to do a dramatic role 
on Broadw: Will be seen in ‘The 
Othe: One.’ 





That Spewack comedy may be 


called ‘Clear All Wires.’ 





Looks as though ‘The Passionate 


Pilgrim’ would go into rehearsal 
next month. Has had hard sled- 
ding. 





Bank checks beat theatre ticket 
tax as revenue getter under the 
emergency imposts. Brought in 
$1,094,287 during the first nine days 
in which the law was in operation. 
Theatres f-r all of June, including 
th» tax above $3 prior to the new 
impost, was $343,691. 


Ernest Schelling, pianist and 
composer, back from Europe and 


plans to resume his piano playing, 
which he was forced to abandon 
due to a felon on this thumb. 





Last week the ‘Herald Tribune’ 
carried the advertisement of a ‘Mr. 
L.,’” who described himself as a 
radio program maker and asked for 
a job. Said his qualifications were 
that he could keep his mouth shut, 
his eyes open and present a good 
executive appearance. He got a job 
with a doll firm, but his name not 
revealed. 





A. C. Blumenthal in court again. 
This time he seeks to vacate the 
receivership of the Fox theatres on 
the allegation that the equity action 
was a ‘sham to benefit the film 
affiliates.’ States that he stands to 
lose a large sum. He holds a judg- 
ment for 9355,000, part of the sum 
awarded him as a note holder by 
the N. Y. State Supreme Court last 
Janucry. 


Dixie days in West 2ist street 
last week. Warehouse destroyed 
1,200 cases of a wine tonic on order 
of the owners, a drug concern, who 
found the product not salable. 
Poured into the gutter, but much 
rescued by tramps with tin cans and 
milk bottles. 


Earl Carroll brings in 35 foreign 
players for his ‘Vanities.’ Paraded 
uptown in bannered taxis with a 
kilties band in honor of Will Fyffe. 





Cole-Redding has taken an option 
on ‘Sha Mat,’ described as a satiri- 
cal comic opera. By Frank Lea 
Short and Lou Merrill. 


Adelaide Hall, Negro night club 
and musical comedy star, has pur- 
chased a $35,000 home in Larch- 
mont, N. Y. 





Jean White, burlesque, arrested 
on a charge of strangling her room- 
mate, Florence Miller, arraigned in 
General Sessions last Thursday (18), 
pleacing not guilty. Her counsel 
offered $5,000 bail, but on request of 
the Dist. Atty’s office bail was set 
at $20,000. 


Bernard Levy, producer, first of 


the A, “. F. veterans to receive the 
Purple Heart Medal for military 
prowess. Instituted by George 


Washington for Continental Army 
and revive... to commemorate his bi- 
centennial. 





Mrs. Gifford Pinchot, 2nd, former 
Janine Voison of the French stage, 
says she doesn’t know when asked 
if her marital boss is Reno bound. 





Equity suggests that Federal Re- 
serve bring back prosperity by ex- 
tending credits to established the- 
atrical producers. 





Mandel back from France. 


Frank 


U. S. Senator James J. Davis, 
former Secretary of Labor’ in 
Harding’s and Coolidge’s Cabinets, 
and head of the Loyal Order of 
Moose, indicted for conducting a 


lottery to raise funds for that or- 


ready for the N. Y. opening. 





Lily Pons broke Caruso’s b.o. rec- 
ord at the Colon theatre, Buenos 
Aires, last week. 





Charlie Rose, boxing manager, 
sued Joe Jacobs, manager of Max 
Schmeling, for $24,000 as his share 





of the earnings of the fighter in 
1928-30. Compromised for $10 be- 
fore the trial and suit withdrawn. 





Miami Civic theatre, little theatre 
movement, gets a former tobacco 
warehouse valued at $15,000 which 
it will convert to its uses. Financ- 
ing handled by a committee of bus- 
iness men. 





Cc. Martin Coffin, who got in a 
jam with Equity last season over 
his brief season at Locust Valley, 
L. I., was to head the Lake Players, 
Lake George, this summer. When 
Equity demanded not only a de- 
posit for this season but one quar- 
ter of the back debt, Coffin made 
over the business interest to Harry 
S. Casler, who filed a bond for this 
season. Coffin remained as director 
but without a voice in the manage- 
ment. New he is trying to square 
with Equity in the hope of being 
able to try B’way this season with 
a new play. 





Harry Lorch, former’ western 
sales manager for Universal, has 
joined Irving W. Mandel to set up 
the Security Pictures Exchange in 
Chicago. 





Renee Carroll, Sardi’s hatcheck 
girl, to be married. Solly Rosen, 
racing reporter, is the man, No 
date set. 





Miss Georges Lewys u” in sup- 
plementary proceedings over her 
failure to pay costs assessed against 
her in her unsuccessful suit against 
Eugene O'Neill, and others, for 
plagiarism of her play, which she 
contended was the basis of ‘Strange 
Interlude.’ Costs were $17,500, and 
she testified she had received no 
royalties in two years and was wn- 
able to pay. Hearing to be resumed 
Sept. 8. 





Unable to get a new lease on the 
former Carroll theatre, which has 
been taken by A. C. Blumenthal, 
Earl Carroll has taken a lease on 
the Brcadway theatre, (Moss) 
53rd _ street. 


at 


- 





Alla Nazimova back from Europe 
for ‘Good Earth’ and the Guild. 

Wife of Freddie Rich, radio orch 
leader, files papers asking for a sep- 
aration, $500 weekly and $7,500 
counsel fees. Says her husband 
makes $125,000 a year and before 
their trouble she used to spend $2 
000 annually on clothes. At the 
same time she entered a denial of 
his suit which grows out of a raid 
made on her apartment. John L. 
De Ruyter, who was there at the 
time, submits that both were in 
their street clothes and that he is 
no more than a friend. Mrs. Rich 





girl. 
Discovering that the late Paul 
Jones, court stenographer, had not 


his services during 
the Erlanger-Fixe! case, and that 
no payment nad been made bis 
widow, Surrogate O’Brien told S. J. 
Barron that settlement of the bill 
was a matter of sentiment with 
him. Jones, who had been stenog- 
rapher in the Surrogate Court for 
years, died during the trial. 


been paid for 





Weber and Fields to be given 43 


dinner at the Astor, Sept. 25, to 
mark their 59th anniversary. 

Lake Players, Lake George, N. 
Y., summer stock, evicted from 


schoolhouse they used as theatre 
when board of education ruled that 
law prevents such use of school 
buildings, 





Sherwood Anderson’s ‘Winesburg, 


Ohio’ being made into a play by 
Arthur Parton. Horace Liveright 
expects to produce it. 

Georgie Hale replaces 3obby 
Connolly as dance director of 


‘Humpty Dumpty.’ 


Jacob Cottin, att'y, made a dat~ 





nen reentry bd a 


with Wm. H. Marron to go fishins 
last Labor’ Day. Marron came all 
the way from the Bronx to pick 


Sr thn ao EE ate cs ee 


is the former Joan Lawton, chorus ! 


Provincetown, Mass., police pre- 
vent showing of ‘Ten Days That 
Shook the World’ for the benefit of 
the Harlan miners. Closed on the 
claim that the use of film consti- 
tuted a fire menace. John Dos Pasos 
headed the movement. 


A. C. Blumenthal, who, as holder 
of Paramount bonds, brought suit 
to dissolve the Film Securities 
Corp., subsidiary under which Par. 
obtained a loan, now seeks to join 
the banks as parties to the suit. 


Banks named _ include Bankers’ 
Trust, Central Hanover, Manufac- 
turers Trust, National City and 
others. Blumenthal asserts they 


knew the lvuan was contrary to the 
interests of the bond holders. 





Hearing on the accounting of the 
estate of A. L. Erlanger by Saul 
J. Baron postponed to Sept. 14. Sur- 
rogates anticipates more objections. 





W. I. Sirovich, Congressman who 
doesn’t like critics, is to run for his 
fourth term of office. Notified last 
week by the Fourteenth Congres-' 
sional District, N. Y. 


Hebrew Actors’ Union in accord 
with Yiddish theatres. Those get- 
ting in excess of $65 a week will 
take 25-30% slice. Those under that 
sum down 10%. Hawking of candy 
durinr, intermission to be cut out 
and ro speeches to raise money for 
various funds. 


Eva LeGallienne’s Civic Repertory 
theatre to light Oct. 26 with ‘Liliom.’ 


Maria Olszweska to switch from 
Chicago to Metropolitan. Wouldn't 
sing with Jeritza, but the latter 
now out. 


Harry Rosenthal, actor and com- 
poser, and Marjorie Levee, chorus 
girl, have announced their engage- 
ment, 


Wilda Bennett charged with dis- 
orderly conduct at Allenhurst, N. Y., 
when she went over to the police 
station in her bathrobe to complain 
of a row in her cottage. 





Society of Motion Picture Engi- 
neers has applied to American 
Standarcs Assn. to. standardize 
technical equipment, studio proce- 
dure, theatre and exchange equip- 
ment, ete. 


A. E. Lefcourt, who used to spe- 
cialize in building office structures 
in New York, is now president of 
Remington Pictures. J. D. Trop, 
Louis Schneider and Sam Fried- 
man also interested. Last named 
two are indie exhibs. Pictures to be 
made in Hollywood. 


Victor sound engineers have de- 
veloped a new microphone which 
dispenses with the usual diaphgram 
in favor of a more sensitive ribbon 
of duralumin capable of recording 
up to 14,000 cycles. Claimed it is 
free from distortion. 


Albert Shisoff, Coney Island con- 
cessionnaire, borrowed a snake to 
draw a crowd for his ballyhoo. 
Snake bit him, but condition not 
serious. 


Cecil Clovelly, Tom Adrian 
Cacraft and Martin Beckley have 
formed a new- company carrying 
their names in that order. Will do 
play producing, starting with 
‘Home Is Best,’ by Charles Divine. 


Bela Blau to Magnolia, Mass., to 
stage ‘Gangway.’ He and John 
Halloran authored. 


Belle Blanche, who used to be an 
impersonator, plans 4 vaude come- 
back. Married a broker and re- 
tired 16 years ago. 

Trenton, N. J., police order re- 
peal signs off local autos, but will 
not moles‘ tourists. W. C. T. U. 
protested and old law dug up. 


Guy Bates Post to have a Broad- 
way engagement this season. Play 
or date not announced. 





Dan Kussel is looking around for 
someone who wants to produce a 





‘sound 


| 


/nounced last week. 


musical comedy. Has just com- 
pleted the book of one. 
Offer of Chester D. Pugsley. of 


Peekskill 
picture and 
broadcast, 


the best 


radio formally 


!late Ivar Kreuger, the former match 


; postponed by A. J. Beckhard. 





for $500 each for the best |after a 
daily | Laid a memorial 

an- , Grieg and permitied to play on the 
Dramatist gets | piano he used, 


Hoover camp at Rapida™ last week 
when the President posed for more 
than an hour for the newsreels and 
still photogs. Posed in every form 
of camp activity. Made costume 
changes as requested, too. 





Pauline Lord expected back on 


Broadway in Sidney Howard's 
adaptation of ‘Prenez Garde a la 
Peinture.’ Time, house and title yet 


to be set. 





Frances Williams may have lead 
in a new musical comedy adapted 
from the French by Gladys Unger. 
Harry Tierny is writing tunes for it. 
Titled ‘Life in Athens,’ 


Phil Baker says his ‘Laugh It Off’ 
will stay laughed off until Novem- 
ber. 





Arch Selwyn and Cecil B. DeMille 
planning to collaborate on stage 
productions of ‘Chocolate’ and ‘The 
Squared Circle.’ Both from Russia. 





C. Stanley Reed Riches, who was 
Betty Compton’s husband in 1922, 
remarries in Toronto. 





Betty Andrews, American per- 
forme: now in Colon, in the Canal 
Zone, taken from bed by two fake 
policemen w:.9 took her to a shack 
on the outskirts of the town and 
ass ulted her. Police officials 
expressed the belief that the 
masqueraders were soldiers. Now 
the army is boiling and the case is 
getting heavy publicity. 


Possibility that Will Rogers will 
return to the stage .his season for 
Jed Harris. 





Greta Garbo, through an agent, 
purchasee for $10,000 the $150,000 
summer estate in Sweden of the 


king. 





Phileco radio took space in the 
dailies to advertise announcement 
of a prize contest to be given over 
the radio the same evening. Trip 
to Havana is ‘super grand’ prize, so 
lots listened in Friday (19). 





Lyle D. Andrews, who started out 
to make an intimate review of ma- 
terial from the ‘Nine o’Clock Re- 
vue’ shown at Barbizon Plaza last 
spring, now has added the idea of 
animating Soglow’s ‘King’ cartoons 
from the ‘New Yorker’ to make a 
big show out of a little one. Morrie 
Ryskind may write the book. Rob- 
ert A. Simon and Henry Souvaine 
on the lyrics and music. 


S. J. Burger, fight promoter, is 
readying a troupe of eight girls to 
take on tour in boxing contests. 
Wear 14-ounce gloves and don’t hit 
very hard, but all lookers. Work- 
ing out in a Times Sq. gym where 
an admission is ~ arged. 





Richard G. Herndon holding pre- 
views at the Belmont in the hope 
of finding sufficient new talent for 
his ‘Impromptu Revue.’ 





Just for a change A. C. Blumen- 
thal is being sued. Albert Co., of 
Phila., asking for $4,485, profits on 
production of ‘Girl Crazy.’ 





Elmer Rice back from Russia and 
amazed to find packed theatres in 
the Soviet country as against dark 
houses here. Brought back the pic- 
ture script of ‘Counsellor at Law.’ 





Ted Healy officially out of the 
Shubert ‘Passing Show.’ Equity re- 
fus2s to compel him to fill contract 
as that paper did not conform to 
Equity requirements. Shubert may 
seek to enjoin Healy from other ap- 
pearances, 

Billy Rose will produce his revue 
at the St. James, formerly Er- 
langer’s. 





Le Shubert has bought the rights 
to ‘A Perfect Marriage.’ Formerly 
held by George M. Cohan. 





Artist’ 
Was 


Premier of ‘The Comic 


due here Sept. 12. 


backs out of ‘Varnish.’ 


Al Shean 


Farrar 
to the 
on 


Ceraldine 
trip 


back in town! 
North Capes. 
the tomb of 


sanatorium gave Monte Katterjohn 
scenarist, parole in Los Angeles 
psychopathic court. Suffered delu- 
sions that m.p. studio sent out ether 
waves preventing employment. 


Just $1,000 for return of Angora 
cat offered by Constance Talmadge, 


Joan Blondell kidding Los Angeles 
news hounds by evasiveness regard- 
ing reported marriage to George 
Barnes, camer2 man. 





Back alimony of $300 must be 
paid before Busby Berkeley, dance 


director in Hollywood, can _ seek 
abolishment of his $100 weekly 
alimony. 


L, A. Superior court, on Sept. 7, 
will hear petition by Tom Mix for 
custody of his daughter, Thomasina, 
10. 





Four men and three women ar- 
rested at the Majestic, L. A., on 
charge of giving indecent perform- 
ance. 


Los Angeles Superior court ap- 
proves distribution of $100 estate of 
late Kenneth Hawks, director killed 
in plane accident during filming of 
Fox picture. 





Suit of Clair Claibert, soprano, 
for $6,000 against L. A. and 'Frisco 
opera associations, dismissed by Su- 
perior court. 





S. George Ullman, former execu- 
tor of estate of Rudolph Valentino, 
ordered in L. A. superior court to 
reimburse estate to extent of $183,- 
754. Ullman charged by late star's 
brother and sister with making un- 
authorized expenditures. 

Estate of late Maurice DeMond, 
once president of Breakfast Cub, 
sued for $2,000 by C. J. Cresmer. 
Suit, filed in Los Angeles Superior 
court, charges amount was given to 
DeMond for ‘safe keeping.’ 


Marjorie March, London actress 
now in Hollywood, announces en- 
gagement to Walter Bibo, publisher. 


Max Schlessinger & Co., N. Y. 
accountants, through Marie Hohe 


neck, are suing James Cruze Proe- 
ductions for $2,044, alleged due for 
services. 


Grease, paint and lipstick 
splotches on his face was evidence 
presented in Los Angeles Superior 
court by Mrs. Virginia O’Donnell, 
former actress, in winning divorce 





from William O'Donnell, assistant 
director. 
Cliff Edwards’ ex-wife, Irene, 


asks Los Angeles Superior court to 
collect $17,999, which she claims due 
from comedian for back alimony. 





George Brown, suspended Los 
Angeles copper, freed of charge 
that he was party to hijacking 
$4,000 stolen from Million Dollar 
theatre in L. A. 





John Blyth Barrymore, infant 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Barry- 
more, christened at St. Andrew’s 
Catholic church, Los Angeles. 





Conrad Nagel injured slightly in 
auto accident at Santa Monica, Cal. 





Basil Rathbone and wife defend- 
ants in suit filed in L. A. Municipal 
court charging couple owe $771 in 
back rent, and for dishes, books and 
other articles: missing from a Bev- 
erly Hills home. 





John W. McDermott, scenarist, in 
hospital with ruptured blood vessel. 





Binney divorced in 
non- 


Constance 
Reno fram Edward Cotting, 
pro. 





First National Pictures and Rob- 
ert C. Fairchild made defendants in 
$151,761 suit in Los Angeles. Dale 
E. Craik charges auto accident 
blinded him in one eye, and made 





him lose his sense of smell, taste 
and hearing. 

Mae Murray and her husband, 
Prince M’Divani, want more than 
the kitchen sink on their property 
near Venice, Calif., they told 


‘Frisco district court of appeals in 
fight against order granting Los An- 





(Continued on page 40) 
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Tuesday, August 23, 1932 


TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 








Broadway 


Martin Lewis back from Germany 


— 





on. 

Paul Gulick has discarded the 
cane. 

Albert Deane hates to miss a first 
night. 

Postcards arriving from Eddie 
Nugast. 

Phil Reisman is a very busy exec 
these days. 


Honey Burns doing a Warner 
short in Flatbush. 

Jerry Wald’s brother, Harry, is a 
Mills song plugger. 

Walter Fleischmann spreading out 
on personal p.a. accounts. 

Joe Pincus stuck a toe in the 
Sound, but it’s still too cold. 

Charlie Einfeld is niblicking for 
the president’s cup at Pineridge. 

Pat Casey joined the boys at 
Saratoga on a quick in and out. 

The Pete Macks celebrated their 
32a wedding anniversary last week. 

Bob O’Donnell is down to 116, has 
the game licked, and he'll tell you 
how. 

Jack Campbell coming back to 
New York. Says he’s through with 
Paris. 

Joe Shea 
treatments the N. 
has to offer. 

Harry Cohn passed up the town 
for a couple of days to watch ’em 
run at Saratoga. 

Bernard Siegfried is doing the pic 
reviews for the ‘Island News,’ new 
Long Island daily. 

Joey Gold after 15 years with the 
Broadway _ ticket agency, has 
switched to Mackay’s. 

Rav Johnson, biggest of the indie 


New York Theatres | 


is going for all the 
Y. Athletic Club 
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MB COOLED. 


BERT ROBERT 


Wheeler & Woolsey 


in “Hold ’Em Jai!” 
with EDNA MAY OLIVER 
To 2 P.M., 35e—11 P.M. to Close, 58¢ 


‘PALS wm 








Screen 
On the Stage “American 
OLSEN & Madness” 
with 
JOHNSON WALTER 
and Big Revue HUSTON 


Continuous From 10 a 
san, 25-40 caine "35- 65 
onday to Friday) 
| _ Daily Midnight 8 Show Feature Picture 


OO. 2 een 


Aug. 24- 26 


“MADAME RACKETEER” 
with GEORGE RAFT 
ALISON SKIPWORTH 
EXTRA ATTRACTION 


TOM MIX in 
“TEXAS BAD MAN” 
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Wed. to Fri. 
Aug. 24-26 
“MADAME RACKETEER” 
with GEORGE RAFT 
ALISON SKIPWORTH 


TOM MIX in 
“TEXAS BAD MAN” 














LOEW $ wwayeasss 


WARREN 

WILLIAM in 
“SKYSCRAPER SOULS” 
On Stage: Borrah MINEVITCH— 
Buster WEST—Yvette Rugel 
Eddie 


Hanley—Harrison & Fisher 














| as 
Buster KEATON and Jimmy 


a Do natante’ Speak Easily 


U ae My 
Eddie 


BERNIE DOWLING 
Boswell Sisters, Ray Dooley, 
Vt apg J.Fred Coots 
The Demarcos 
Ou” Prentice 
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Next iy Or Last Mile’’ 


O =x L gery AVENUE 
AT 50tt STREET 
Janet Charles 
GAYNOR FARRELL 


‘THE FIRST YEAR’ 


Roxy Orchestra 79, Ballet, Chorus, Roxyettes, 
MICKEY MOUSE, FOX MOVIETONE NEWS 














“One of the finest plays of 
the year, subtle, beautiful 
and tender.”—Atkinson, Times. 


“Another Language” 


with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Dorothy Stickney, John ye 


ae 45th St., W. B’ way. 
BOOTH ? . 8:50. Mats. Wed. & ‘Sat. -, 2:40 














to retire before he’s 45. 
R. H. Cochrane is so tanned some 


to look at him a second time. 

Clayton Sheehan spent the week- 
end slipping the queen of spades to 
Jeff McCarthy, and vice versa. 

Stage hands at the Casino won 
from the ‘Show Boat’ Jubilee Sing- 
ers in a ball game last week, 16 to 
13. 

Herman Ruby, casting director at 


Warners’ Vitaphone’ studios. in 
Brooklyn, is tagged ‘the Commo- 
dore.’ 


Arline DeHass, playwright and 
short story writer, is assisting A. P. 
Waxman, pubicity director for the 
Roxy. 

William Madlung, resident man- 
ager of the New Yorker hotel, moves 
into Times Square as manager of 
the Picaddilly. 

Bernice Petkere (Mrs. Ed Conne), 
who wrote ‘Lullaby of the Leaves,’ 
rushed to the hospital for an opera- 
tion for ulcers. 

Jazk Levin of the Copyright Pro- 
tection Bureau (pictures) is at Mt. 
Sinai Hospital recuperating from 
an appendectomy. Doing nicely. 

Sept. 3 will be a red letter day for 
George Cohan. That’s the date his 
picture is due to be finished and he 
can start east. He’s that anxious. 

Charles Koerner, RKO southern 
divisicn manager, and Nat Holt, 
div. head for the middle west, spent 


confabs. 

Two members of the Seaside, 
Long Island, boardwalk amusement 
colony have just announced their 
engagement—Eleanor Hausner and 
Thomas Fulcher. 

Duke McHale and D’Andrea and 
Donaldson added to the Bobby San- 
ford showboat floor show on the 
Hudson this week. Jack White stays 
nautical as the permanent m. c. 

Frank Vreeland, ex-p.a. and now 
on Par’s eastern scenario staff, has 
a desk next to the Par theatre’s vent 
system. Frank says the little things 
in the air are not bugs but just 
moisture. 

Hal Roach, in New York for a few 
days, tells of his prize winning 
spaniel. It won first and a second 
prize so far. ‘Would have had two 
firsts,’ says Roach, ‘only there was 
a second dog in one of the shows.’ 





Riviera 


By Frank Scully 





Summer at last. 

Peggy Joyce pretty quiet. 

Old Homo week at Majorca. 

Bill Seabrook has eye trouble. 

Eddie Mayer-George Antheil hud- 
dle off. 

E. Phillips Oppenheim has a cock- 
tail bar in his car. 

Hope Hampton and Jules Brula- 
tour not leaving Cannes till Sep- 
tember. 

Ed Hope Coffey has finished his 
novel and scrams with the Mrs. for 
Germany. 

Kay Boyle hopes to get as far as 
Bulgaria in that second hand car 
before returning to Nice. 
Chevalier’s getting bronchitis as 
soon as he got home put Cannes’ 
official pluggers in a spot. 

Suicide of Lieut. Victor Point 
aboard her yacht sent Alice Cocea 
into black velvet pajamas. 

Dorothy Caruso planning to hop 
back to Cannes, the Lido being 
duller than neglected pewter. 

Rex Ingram’s still loyal to La 
Grande Bleue, though now the east 
swanky of Nice swimming holes. 

Tyrolean shorts for beach wear 
look like the next stepup from 
pyjamas for femmes, with cute har- 
ness gadgets as the brassieres. 

Wisers not leaving the Riviera for 
the mountain cure resorts before 
September when the taxes tone 
down and the weather warms up. 

Another Lido report is that Ven- 
ice is so dead the pigeons are eat- 
ing the English, which accounts for 
all the pigeon English you hear 
there. 

‘Libby Holman Surrenders’ gets 
front page streamer from the Paris 
Chi ‘Trib,’ probably on the local in- 
terest theory that she summered 
with Reynolds at Juan les Pins two 
years ago. 

Traveling trouper pushing a 
truckload of scenery, while nursing 
a sprained knee and memorizing his 
part for the night’s performance—2 
sight observed in Alassio on the 
Italian Riviera. 

George Axelsson, U. P. scribe, left 
Nice for a load of Venice but passed 
up a five-day Adriatic cruise aboard 
{the ‘Conde Verdi,’ priced at 133 lire. 
When he found that 133 lire made 
only $6.65 for the cruise he fainted. 

Mrs. Frank Gould’s not finding her 
Hispano at Juan-les-Pins and driv- 
ing off instead with M. Rosenbart’s 
own kiddie car, sending him a check 


‘for the lift, was a p. a. tieup. Rosie 


makes the French Austin and Mrs. 

G's husband owns Juan-les-Pins. 
Curfew hour on Juan-les-Pins 

jazzers which the mayor ordered in 








spite of Mistinguett, Harry 
Earl Leslie and 20 carloads of pro- 


producers, wants to make enough| 


Mondays even his brother, P. D., has; 


part of last week in home office | 


Pilcer, ; 


|testers, was the dirty work of Marty 


Dickstein, ‘Eagle’s’ picture critic, 
who made the first complaint 
against all night saxing from 


Maxim’s under his hotel window— 
and then blew for home. 


London 


Boris Petroff here. 

Jack Curtis lining up talent. 

Herschel Henlere thrives on four- 
a-day. 

Redheads 
blondes. 

Tom Miller leading retired life at 
Biarritz. 

Leslie Henson recovering from 
operation. 

Mark Anthony back from vaca- 
tion at Tunis. 

Swanson Sisters here after two 
; years absence. 

Peter Bernard at 
West End break. 

Dora Maughan throwing farewell 
party at Cafe Anglai. 

Frank Condos (Condos Brothers) 
dancing with split toe. 

Apollo theatre undergoing long 
delayed reconstruction. 

Binnie Barnes in close conference 
with her bank manager. 

Charles Cochran framing another 
revue around December. 

Jack Curtis due here Aug. 11 to 
confer with Dave Apollon. 

Hartley Powers taking out his 
English citizenship papers. 

Water Rats giving Will Fyffe 
great send-off to America. 

John Murray Anderson with sun 
glasses, but still recognized. 

Heatwave responsible for shirt 
sleeves in West End stalls. 

Cochran contemplating doing a 
Shakespearean play in modern set- 








rgeplacing platinum 


last getting 





ting. 
Harald Bowden, J. C. William- 
son’s New York representative, 
here. 


Henry Sherek having his after- 
noon tea on the Pavilion stage door 
stairs. 

Georgie Wood has his ‘own yacht, 
which he uses when playing seaside 
towns. 

Miraveta Devi, called the Indian 
Pavlova, staging dance season here 
shortly. 

Elinor Glyn, with very red hair, 
at the premiere of ‘Orders Are 
Orders.’ 

Kaye Don on board Majestic— 
after that international trophy from 
Gar Wood. 

Bernard Nedell going to Berlin to 
make pictures for Gaumont British 
at Ufa studios. 

Roy Fox broadcasting six times 
on the air in one month, a record 
for a local band. 

Cecil Humphreys showing Harry 
Bannister the sights of London. 

Jerome Beatty in town. 

Miss Joseph, Jack Buchanan’s 
personal secretary, going to Charing 
Cross hospital for operation. 

Malmaison restaurant closed for 
summer, with the adjoining ‘Blue 
Train’ the ace night rendezvous. 

Guinness, the Stout firm of Dub- 
lin, show reduction in net profit of 
about $3,000,000 year ending June 
last. 

The Schumann Family will not be 
in the Mills Olympia Circus this 
year, a regular feature for eight 
years. 

Hannen Swaffer to be awarded a 
Welsh bardic crown next year with 
native title meaning ‘Voice of the 
People.’ 

Stanley Scott off to Berlin to 
make arrangements for Emil Jan- 
nings and Conrad Veidt to open in 
London. 

Maxine Forbes-Robertson, just 
divorced by Viscount Ratendon, 
secretly married to Frederick Miles, 
flying instructor. 

Helena Pickard presented Cedric 
Hardwicke with son Aug. 7. Father 
appearing in Shaw’s ‘Too True to 
Be Good’ at Malvern. 

Lucien Sammett in conference 
with Sir Oswald Stoll, which might 
result in Sammett taking charge of 
vaudeville production side of the 
Stoll Circuit. 

Basil Foster asked the libraries 
to defer deal for his ‘Orders Are 
Orders,’ just opened at the Shaftes- 
bury, till end of month. Ethel Levey 
has option on the show for Bill 


Brady. 


Loretta McNair in from K. C. 
Sir Ben Pratt has a mustache. 
Clyde McCoy smokes an octagonal 


pipe. 








John Joseph has a law-abiding 
red nose. 

Frank Dare on a motor trek to 
Manhattan, 


Al Bielen taking it easy at Haw- 
thorne daily. 

Freddy Rosenthal 
| Teddy Shaw. 

Charles Kretsinger, WBBM, pent- 
housed the radio editors. 

Jim Cook, NBC, reached court be- | 
|} cause of a quarrelsome neighbor. 

Harry Munns got a sudden yen | 
for the soil and traipsed off to see 
the Kankakee Fair, 

Neville Fleeson 


is missed by 





was surprised 


‘color of hats. 





taking a sun bath au naturel on the 
roof of the Sherman. 

Lar-y Rich was insulted; some- 
body wanted one of his actors to 
b.oadcast without Tarry Rich. 

After shooting a 72, Willie Hor- 
owitz was patted sympathetically on 
the shoulder by Bing Crosby in a 
recent golf match. ‘Now, don't blow 
up on the second nine,’ said Crosby. 


Hollywood 


Appendix annoying Mrs. 
Beetson. 

Mrs. Louis B. Mayer heading for 
New York. 

Leonard Spigelgass threw a party 
for his sister. 

A. M. Botsford troubled with two 
sprained fingers. 

There’s a baby 
named Dr. Stork. 

Jesse Lasky, Sr., 
ing at Taos, N. M. 

Eddie Ecl.els still looking for bar- 
gains in automobiles. 

Eddie Mannix will be next presi- 
dent of Rancho Golf Club. 

Peter Higgins, vacationing here, 
decorating Roosevelt lobby. 

Bill Perlberg looking for bets on 
the U. S. C.-Notre Dame game. 

Richard Diggs, no relation to 
actor, calls his spaniel Dudley. 

Guy Price and Henry Walthal 
back from Yosemite fishing trip. 

Radio’s previews now embellished 
with refreshments for reviewers. 

Wilson Mizner writing in the sun, 
following a month of pneumonia, 

Oliver H. P. Garrett to Mexico 
on month’s leave from Paramount. 

Sam Schnitzer, son of J. I. Schnit- 
zer, econd assistant director on 
dai’s ‘Second Fiddle.’ 

Alfred Stern who writes. the 
Trenker unit for Universal is now 
working in Switzerland. 

Dr. James Wingate of N. Y. state 
board of review luncheon guest of 
Paramount production cabinet. 

Rufus Le Maire had three-day 
vacation playing ‘hearts’ before 
taking over his new job with Fox. 

Actress turned down for job in 
‘Sign of the Cross’ at Paramount 
because ‘she had no Roman accent.’ 

Tom Kress, former manager of 
the Egan here, back from Wiscon- 
sin, where he has been managing 
Fox houses. 

Tablecloth figures by indie film 
producers can’t compare with the 
lunch cloth higher mathematics of 
Metro’s sound department. 

Mrs. Jack Francis, wife of Fox 
studio p.a., is at Cedars of Lebanon 
hospital,- recovering from major 








Fred 


specialist here 


and Jr., hunt- 


operation performed Wednesday 
(17). 
Japanese horticulturist named 


O’Hara at Fox studio among hosts 
entertaining Nipponese Olympics 
contingent, being only man on lot 
to speak language. 

Cover of Ernest Hemingway’s 
latest novel, ‘Murder in the After- 
noon,’ identical with bullfight pos- 
ters Lynn Farnol is using as an ex- 
ploitation stunt for ‘Kid Froin 
Spain.’ 

Rouben Mamoulian left Saturday 
(29) for New York, starting a vaca- 
tion trip to Europe. He sails on 
the ‘Ile de France’ Aug. 27. He's 
due to resume directing at Par 
Oct. 15. 





Uncommon Chatter 





(Continued from page 33) 


newness and beauty of a classical 
drill, reserves its heartiest applause 
for an old favorite, 32 Colonial sol- 
diers, gleaming in regimental blue 
and white. 





Montedoro Moves Downtown 

Montedoro has moved his paints, 
sketch boards and keen sense of 
stage design down to the Para- 
mount and, with them, turned out 
a suite of sensitive costumes for 
the current ‘Personalities.’ 

For the dreamy mood of a shad- 
owy ballet, he provides beige crepe 
in the clear, warm shade that re- 
sponds to delicate gradations of 
light. Described in gowns of simple, 
circular grace, the fabric swirls and 
dances, heavy with its own weight. 

The opening novelty routine 
doesn’t go begging for bright color. 
White crepe dresses are split up the 
front to reveal layers of tulle that 
start at brown—to match the 
panties—and stop at orange, yellow 
and green on their way to the hem. 
The green’s there to carry out the 
Irish bodices and long, 
sheer stockings. 


Red satin gowns, kick-pleated in 


Berlin 


William Karol here. 
Max Mack to Prague. 
Karl Ludwig Dieh’ off to Vienna, 





Henry Bender's restaurant again 
open. 

G. W. Pabst, director, moved to 
Paris. 

Director Hans Brodnitz left the 
‘Emelka.’ 

Phil Kaufmann for a cure at 


Karlsbad. 

Regierungsrat Voelger back from 
his holiday. 

Victor Barnowsky taking over the 
Komoedien‘heatre. 

Fritzi Massary here for rehearsals 
at Metropoltneatre. 

Dorothea Wieck off for outdoor 
shootings in Hungary. 

Lucille Page at Scala Vaudeville, 
goes to Hamburg next. 

Carl Zuckmayer off to Salzburg 
to negotiate with Max Reinhardt. 

Guitano Amadei, former manager 
of once famous Gaby Desly, dead. 

Universal staff gave a farewell 
to Al Szekler at the Zoo-station. 

Richard Tauber signed for a pic- 
ture with ‘Reichsligafilm’ in Munich, 

Charles Boyer here again. Says 
the best place to live is Hollywood. 

Emil Lind, head of the association 
12 sca stage artists, 60 years 
old. 

Fritz Kortner here on passage, 
will perform a few plays with his 
troupe. 

Harry Piel with 
‘Johnny stiehlt Europa,’ 
through the provinces, 

Elisabeth Bergner to guestplay 
the coming month at Rotter’s 
‘Theatre in der Stresemannstrasse.’ 

Paul Kolimer, Max Laemmle, Al- 
fred Stern, and the remaining Uni- 
versal staff off to St. Moritz for 
ovtdoor shootings. 

Rumors here A. E. Dupont, who 
at present is in Los Angeles work- 
ing on a picture, to take over the 
management of the ‘Capitol’ after 
his return here, 


Depresh Hits Babes 


Barrington, Mass., Aug. 22. 

Babtes will bear the brunt of thé 
effort of officers of the Housatonic 
Fair to economize this year. They’vé 
decided to eliminate the baby rest 
room. 

Admission prices have been re< 
duced 25c in the hope of increasing 
attendance, 


MARRIAGES 


Jesse Rogers, 21, of Medford, 
Mass., musician, and Mary Rooney, 
18, of Mattapan, Mass., a dancer, 
married Aug. 8 at Milford, N. H. 

Frances Starr to Robert G. Done 
aldson, Aug. 15, in New York. 

Jane Murfin to Donald Crisp, Aug. 
15, in Ventura, Calif. Bride is a 
scenario writer and groom a di- 
rector. 

Jean Carmen to Walter Lohman, 
Aug. 15, in Santa Monica. Bride is 
a Universal player; groom a non- 
pro. 

Lucille A. Bennett, Mickey Mouse’s 
secretary, to William J. Mahr, none 
pro, in Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Mrs. Mary L. Gordon to Alexander 
B. Hamilton in Westwood, Calif. 
Aug 15. Bridegroom father of Neil 
Hamilton, actor, 


Blanche Mehaffey to Ralph Like, 
Aqua Caliente, Mexico, July 27, 
Bride is a picture actress, Groom 
an indie producer. 

Muriel Bultman, non-pro, to Owen 
Francis, Radio scenarist, in Los An- 
geles, Aug. 20. 

Lorna MacDonald, daughter of J, 
Farrell MacDonald, to Garrett Ar- 


his picture 
on a tour 





/ 
‘ 





belbide, former U. S. C. football 
star, at Yuma, Ariz., Aug. 17. 
Leo Romanelli, Toronto band- 


leader, to Rita Garbarino in Toe 
ronto, Aug. 17. 

Ann Christie, film plaver, to R. lL. 
Moore, non-professional, Aug. 6, in 
Vernon, Tex. 

Irma Theobold, professionally 
known as Barbara Robbins, and 
Robert Bell have taken out a license 
to wed, with the ceremony tenta- 
tively set for today (Tuesday). 

Bette Davis to Harmor O. Nelson, 
Jr., Yuma, Ariz., Aug. 18. Groom 
is an orchestra leader, bride in pic- 
tures, 

Ann Lee Cunningham, non-pro, tu 
Douglas Shearer, Metro sound en- 
gineer, in Las Vegas, Nev., Aug. 20, 
Groom brother of Norma Shearer. 





BIRTHS 





front to permit breathless fitting, Stern, head of Essaness ae” 


probably had the right idea on pa- 





| failed to give 


per. But the wardrobe departrnent | 
smoothness that was intended. 

Marjorie White, bobbing in 
out with the 
a Hollywood baby-talk artist is 
cute in a red and white silk, 


ee om 


at ee eine 


them the sheath-like 


wriggling movement of | 


jkin of the late Joe Li 


Mr. and Mrs. Dave Levy, son, fn 
;Chicago, Aug. 15. Mother was 
Jacqueline Stern, daughter of Emil 

Mr. and Mrs. Fra Frish, son, 
at Passavant hospital, ‘caseun Aug. 


15. Father is of the vaudeville and 


/ 
and | Tollin. 


'ecafe team of Frish, Rector and 
Mr. ana Mrs. Joseph Deutch, son, 
Aug. 19 Father, a ticket broker, 


blang. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





Harry Weber and Max Hart 
claimed Blossom Seeley act. Book- 
ing office refused to intervene, so 
they flipped a coin and Hart won. 





Alien enemies holding permits to 
enter the Chicago Loop told they 
could not visit shows and managers 
warned not to admit them. 





Shubert advance men told not to 
take their wives along when they 
went ahead of a show. Family jars 
had caused trouble the previous 
season. 





Martin Beck ordered new faces 
for Orpheum shows. Tired of the 
same acts year after year. 





Albertina Rasch ballet booked for 
Bernhardat’s tour around the world, 
but pulled by Booking Office on a 
prior contract. Only one troupe 
then. 





Cotton was bringing 26 cents a 
pound down south and business was 
up. Helped by training camps in 
many spots. Following year staple 
was down to 10 cents and planters 
were frantic. (It’s now 7c.) 





Now it was a shortage of baggage 
cars for theatrical transportation 
that was headaching the managers. 





Equity was campaigning for 
cleaner dressing rooms. 





Soldiers were kicking at being 
called Sammies in pop songs. Tin 
pan alley was strong for the idea, 
but the uniformed men no likee. 





Sam Trigger gave up office in the 
old exhib organization to promote 
a new one. 





N. V. A. took over the White Rats 
elubhouse. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clippe7’) 


‘Ola’ John Robinson offered the 
orphans in a home in Vallejo, Cal., 
a visit to his circus. Managers of 
the home did not approve of any 
amusements for the kids. They 
didn't go. 











W. C. Coup’s circus in a crash 
near Cairo, Ill. Engine of second 
section telescoped the coach on the 
rear of the first section, killing three 
and injuring 25. 





John Worland, a leaper, adver- 
tised his willingness to contract 
that he would do a triple somer- 
sffault over an elephant at each per- 
formance the following season. 





Mike Teller opened his new hotel 
in Philadelphia. Lots of oldtimers 
still talk about Mike. A character. 





London theatre architect was 
planning a house with three stages. 
Madison Sq. theatre, N. Y., had two. 
Idea was to do away with stage 
waits, but that was not popular 
with the men in the audience. 





French dwarf, 17 years old and 
only 21 inches tall, was sold to a 
Paris showman for exhibition. Lat- 
ter conceived the idea of an act. 
Painted cats to resemble tigers and 
had the boy go into the cage. Cats 
almost clawed the unfortunate to 
death. 





Whales were having tough times 
50 years ago, too. One was in hock 
for about $900 worth of judgments. 





‘Clipper’ told an inquirer that 
marionette shows were on the wane 
and advised against purchase of one 
for $1,000. 





New Portland (Me.) theatre one 
of the first to dispense with private 
boxes. Never profitable and re- 
moval gave 75 more orch. chairs. 





Henry Millers’ theatre in Phila- 
delphia went electric. Two out front 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


After years of open antagonism against theatres and amusements 
generally, Downtown Association of Los Angeles has done a complete 
about face. Association's August bulletin devotes nearly half a page to 
extolling RKO’s ‘Greater Show Season,’ and the benefits to be derived 
therefrom by business in general. 

Association takes the stand that while primarily ‘it must be admitted 
that RKO is interested in filling the chairs of its theatres over the period, 
that the downtown merchants should profit materially cannot be denied.’ 

Heretofore the association has objected to various types of theatre 
exploitation and many members were loath to tie up their stures, or give 
window space, being influenced by the stand of the merchants’ body. 
Bulletin directs attention to statistics proving that when a theatre has 
a particularly appealing picture or show on its schedule, the business 
done by area merchants increases in proportion to the increase in theatre 
crowds. Likewise, poor attractions curtail downtown crowds. 








Error of a secretary to an editorial head in a major studio cost a 
couple of young authors at least $1,750 on the sale of their story. Sec- 
retary had returned the script to them with a rejection slip after a pro- 
ducer had been assigned to it. But some one on the lot tipped an agency 
off to the mistake. Agency, which was representing one of the writers, 
told him they had a spot offer of $850 for the story to be used as a play. 
Couple of days later sum was cut $100 and the story sold to an attorney. 

Following week the agency man appeared on the lot and decided the 
story was worth $20,000. Studio story head burned, as to how and where 
a cog slipped that the yarn got away. Sent for authors and was told 
transfer had been made for $750, less 10% agency commission. So the 
studio exec told the agent he had the inside on the deal and said he 
would absolve him of any intrigue if the story were turned over for 
$2,500, which was done. 





Indie producer who made a picture of Harlem with colored players, 
and unused to the regular distribution systems of the industry, is at- 
tempting to get off the nut by offering the film on a percentage basis to 
exhibs with the condition attached that if the film doesn’t gross satis- 
factorily the first week, exhib gets film for a second week gratis. 

One exhib took advantage of this clause in a manner that has set the 
producer thinking about changing his selling system. Particular exhib 
spotted the film in a 500-seater for the first week’s showing and packed 
‘em, but claimed ‘unsatisfactory biz,’ although playing to around $2,600, 
an unusual figure, according to report. With no out for the producer 
on the exhib’s claim, film got a second week gratis in the exhib’s bigger 
house. 





Build-up for Dorothy Wilson, Radio studio stenographer who was top 
spotted in ‘Age of Consent,’ is to be followed by teaming her with Joel 
McCrea, studio hoping to develop another Gaynor-Farrell combination. 
Several writers and the story department have been assigned to con- 
coct Cinderella stories with this pair in mind. 

Result of the exploitation for the ‘find’ resulted in Miss Wilson being 
billed above the picture in ads during the Los Angeles showing, although 
she previously had no film experience. Amount of plugging may be 
gleaned in that, during the two weeks preceding the opening of ‘Consent,’ 
clippings from newspapers on the girl far exceeded the total publicity 
of all the names on the lot, including Constance Bennett and Ann 
Harding. 





Paramount is thawing out all frozen capital represented in emergency 
manuscripts. Where a year ago it had on an average of three stories 
for every feature on the release schedule, that figure has been cut to 
slightly over one story per picture for ’32-'33. 

As a part of the lesser library policy Par is also letting fewer options 
on stories lapse than before. This means that once money is advanced 
for a story every effort is exerted to make the theme usable. At the 
same time the policy calls for keeping stories closer to actual production 
progress. This signifies that the story department cannot get more than 
about five stories ahead of the studio. In past years this company, as 
well as several others, thought little of lining up from 15 to 20 stories in 
advance of actual camera work. 





Edgar Hart, just appointed to a managerial job in Spokane, is one of 
the champion long distance leapers in the business. 

Originally manager of a theatre in El Paso,: Tex., he went to San 
Diego, Cal., when changes were made on the former Hulsey Circuit. He 
was no more than settled when he was whisked across continent to take 
a job with the Black New England circuit in Augusta, Me. Later he was 
transferred to Portsmouth, N. H. When Paramount took over the Black 
houses, he went back to his home in San Diego and then up to Astoria, 
Ore. Lately he got out there and headed back to San Diego, barely ar- 
riving before he was given the Spokane job. 

Hart is an old-time actor. 





Protection fight in Kansas City is held by industry heads as an old 
story. Current trouble is not inspired by the success of Sam Horwitz’s 
Cleveland indie delegation with the Hays Organization, but they hold 
that this has become an annual event in K. C. since the distributors 
ruled out zoning regulations two years ago. 

Last year, film officials claim, the indies hired R. R. Brewster, attor- 
ney, to see that protection would not exceed that instituted originally by 
the zoning law. This year, they state, the indies arc making the same 
move and will probably make out the same as in ’31-’32. In other words, 
distribs figure that if the indies press the litigation issue sufficiently 
they will win. 





Many squawks from the New York picture reviewers at the annoyance 
of the tax thing on their press passes. The scribes don’t mind the pen- 
nies as it’s the nuisance of standing in line with the rest at the average 


grind openings. ’ 
The Broadway legits are absorbing the tax themselves; ditto the sports’ 
impresarios. 


Film reviewers holding press passes opine that it wouldn’t be placing 
too much of a burden on the industry if it did likewise, what with the 
difference in admission scales, and with some system to take care only 
that way of the working press. 





Former publicity man in a major studio, advanced to production exec, 
is finding himself in a tough spot. After seeing the first horse opera 
turned out by an indie producer for the company at a cost of $50,000, 
former p. a. went to his superior and advised him that he (the former 
p. a.) could turn out better pictures for the same money. 

Indie producer’s contract thereupon was cancelled with the former 
p. a. handed the job. On his first, the nut was close to $40,000 before 
turning the camera. 

Exec is now on the fence, trying in ‘round about fashion to have an- 
other indie bid to make his westerns. So far-the studio is sitting tight. 





Four years ago a story head at a big studio recommended that a novel 
by a famous foreign author, in the public domain, would be perfect for 
the ace femme star. No one paid any attention to the suggestion. But 
with a new contract signed by the star, it was reported that her first 
picture would be a story with the same name as the novel. 

Checkup disclosed that characterizations, locale, etc., were similar to 


“hare: 


George S. Kaufman, Morrie Ryskind, George and Ira Gershwin who 
wrote the book, lyrics and music of ‘Sing,’ are not apprehensive of the 
outcome of Walter Lowenfel’s plagiarism action, recently filed in court 
but they are somewhat put out over the cost of defending the suit. 
Similar case is that of Georges Lewys who sued Eugene O'Neill, averring 
that his ‘Strange Interlude’ was an idea lift from her book ‘The Temple of 
Pallas Athene.’ O'Neill won and Miss Lewys was ordered to pay the 
costs. 

It cost O'Neill $17,000 to defend the case which sum he seeks from 
Miss Lewys. Judgment was taken against her for that amount, but at 
a hearing last week, the girl, who has written several books, testifiea she 
has no money and her assets consisted of her ‘genius and her debts’ 
Case was put over until Sept. 8. Miss Lewys had asked $1,000,000 from 
O'Neill, the Theatre Guild which produced ‘Interlude,’ and Horace Live. 
right who published it in book form. 

Lowenfels claims that Ryskind had the script of his play, ‘U. s. A.’ a 
year or so before ‘Sing’ reached the boards. Ryskind denies that he ever 
read the Lowenfels book. Originally the latter intended suing only Kauf- 
man and Ryskind, but the Gershwins are now coupled in the complaint, 
Daniel Blumenthal, attorney for Lowenfels, stated he took the case on a 
contingent fee basis. 

George Anteil, who composed part of a score for the Lowenfels piece, 
wrote the Gershwins explaining that he was in no way concerned with 
the suit and would not participate. 








Screen stars and players of silent days, as well as some who have 
made a go of it in talkers, are willing to take peanut wages today for 
stage engagements—when and if they can connect. ; 

In casting plays for the Coast the occasional producer is setting $200 
weekly as top for his lead with wages for supporting principals grad- 
uating down to $75 and $50. 

Sandwich money is accepted, in most cases, for Coast dates only, with 
a boost writen in for possible engagements in New York. These seldom 
m: terialize. 





Lawrence Langner’s Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., stands out 
among summer show places through the presentation of two new 
potential Broadway plays. Shows are ‘Chrysalis,’ which will open at 
the Beck, and ‘For Husbands Only,’ tried out last Wednesday (17) and 
deemed to have a good chance by showmen who saw it. 

Latter piece was ostensibly authored by Basil Lawrence, Langner's pen 
name. It is a five people, one set show. ‘Chrysalis,’ written by R. A. 
Porter, a new playwright, is a melodrama calling for a large cast. After 
its original showing at Westport it drew capacity. 





Although options rarely give a playwright the satisfaction of seeing 
his brain child produced, they do provide ‘ham and’ for the writers. One 
author, who has been identified with both legit and screen found, in a 
check of his ledger, that during the last five years Broadway producers 
have handed him $22,000 in option money with nine of his plays never 
reaching production. 

On one play, now scheduled for Los Angeles production with a cast of 
film players, author has received $3,800 from six producers. 





Busy Bobby Connolly will not stage Schwab & DeSyliva’s ‘Humpty 
Dumpty,’ George Hale being suddenly called in last week by Schwab. 
Schwab told Connolly last week he would have to get on the job or 
else. It was a matter of Connolly complying or walking out on ‘Ballyhoo 
of 1932,’ in which he is a partner with Lewis Gensler, Norman Anthony 
and Russell Patterson. Connolly remained in Atlantic City where 
‘Ballyhoo’ held over a second week for revamping. 





Mrs. Robert Henry, Jr., daughter of Madame Louise Homer and Sidney 
Homer, is a member of the executive committee of the Green Room Club, 
recently organized as an adjunct to the Lake George (N. Y.) Repertory 
company (a professional group recruited in New York city). 

The club, which has on its membership a number of the younger 
society set, of both sexes, summering at Lake George, was formed to 
push subscriptions for the theatrical season and to supply extras for the 
plays. 





In ‘Domino,’ New Yorkers see another play that pleased Europe. Show 
drew poor notices with those that read the scripts of the play in both 
languages, or saw the play in French and English, insisting that pro- 
ducers on Broadway constantly and merely translate foreign plays rather 
than adapt them. 





Lodewick Vroom wili have Bertram Harrison as an associate in pro- 
duction during the coming season. Vroom recently took over Erlanger’s 
theatre after the house was permitted to revert to Vincent Astor who 
owns the ground. 

Name of the theatre was changed to the St. James. 





With Laurence Schwab teamed with Buddy De Sylva in the produc- 
tion of ‘Humpty Dumpty’ the managerial duo of Schwab and Mandel 
appears definitely split. Frank Mandel is to produce on his own. 
Mandel’s maiden effort is slated to be an operetta by Sigmund Romberg 
and Otto Harbach. 





Looks like Arthur Hopkins will start the season with ‘Master Melody,’ 
by Barton MacLane. Ruth Fallows has been signed and rehearsals may 
start any day. 

Meantime Hopkins is holding up the two plays for Hope Williams and 
Ethel Barrymore pending the actresses’ availability. Miss Williams’ play, 
‘There Was I,’ will go into work in October, while Miss Barrymore's opus, 
the Sheridan Gibney play, ‘Encore,’ depends on when the Barrymore 
clan is through picture making for Metro. 


——- 
— 





women, one the wife of a director and the other related to a scenarist. 
Studio paid $10,000 for it. 





McVicker’s and United Artists reopening in Chicago, as extended run 
houses, will be pegged at 75 cents top. That’s inclusive of tax. Scale 
will be 35-55-75. 

Two houses will be closely watched in the Loop as barometers for thd 
new season. It is figured that straight pictures will be on trial con- 
trasted with which the deluxers continue to use stage names and elab- 
orate presentations to fortify the screen, 

Former price of 85 cents for the extended run pictures was believed 
too high in these days of careful arithmetic. 


+ 


Warners drew a call in the east from the Hays office on its billing 
for ‘The Crooner.’ Officials resented the term ‘heliotrope’ as applied to 
these radio singers. Film company’s reply is said to have been that 
‘heliotrope’ didn’t necessarily imply what they took it to mean, there 
also being various ways to term a ‘sissy.’ 

Company has tied with a firm manufacturing those Bronx cheer biow- 
ers to peddle outside theatres playing the picture, idea being .for pros~ 
pective patrons to drop in and hang ‘the berry’ on the principal character 











and one in the lobby. 


the novel, and that the studio had bought it as an original from two 


thereof. 
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Flying Colors’ Opens Philly Season. 


Five Houses 


Likely, Gartick Indie 





Philadelphia, Aug 22. 
™ne legit season opens tcday 
(Monday) with one piece, nothing 
set to follow for three weeks, but 
with more promise of uctivity than 
there has been hereabouts for a 
couple of years. 

Tonight's show is ‘Flying Colors,’ 
new Max Gordon production which 
bows into the Forrest for a fort- 
night. Philly will have its first real 
taste of a ‘Hollywood opening’ for 
a legit show. Local radio station 
(WIP) has the hook-up which will 
call for introduction of celebs, local 
and New York, as they come in 
lobby. Mrs. Ella Waters will be 
mistress of ceremonies. 

Next opening, according to pres- 
ent schedule, is ‘Never,’ new vehicle 
for Lenore Ulric, scheduled for Sept. 
12 and produced by Peggy Fears 

© as now planned, has her en- 
tire seasonal output, five shows, all 
set for first performances at the 
Garrick. 

The local situation is still scram- 
bled. The Forrest and Chestnut 
are the two definite houses for the 
Shubert-Erlanger merger. Garrick 
is to be booked independently with 
Samuel G. Nixon-Nirdlinger, for- 
merly general manager for Erlanger 
interests here, as lessee. The Fears 
show booking and the Irish Players 
are the only names so far mentioned, 
but Garrick is supposed to have a 
full season’s line-up. , 

Poss‘ »ility also that Nirdlinger, 
who has Broad Street theatre con- 
trol, will also open that house. 
Rumors are around, too, that Shu- 
bert, formerly Shubert chain house, 
will be lighted. 

In other words, present indications 
point to five legit houses doing busi- 
ness for at least the start of the 
season instead of the two mentioned 
two months. ago. 


‘REUNION’S’ B.O. FIZZLE 
DARKENS L. A. BELASCO 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Caught with no production ready, 
due to unexpected short stay of Ina 
Claire in ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ 
Belasco & Curran closed the Belasco 
here Saturday (20). 

Firm's musical, ‘Cat and the Fid- 
@le, has caught on in ’Frisco and 
probably will stay there for another 
two weeks, after which it will be 
rushed here. 

B. & C.’s other ’Frisco house, the 
Geary, went dark two weeks ago, 
with nothing in sight. 











. Werrenrath in Musical 


Reinold Werrenrath, baritone of 
the concert field, will make his de- 
but as a legit actor in the forth- 
coming Kern-Hammerstein operetta 
which Peggy Fears is producing. 
Vocal strength of the show is also 
indicated by the presence in the 
cast of Albert Slezak, German tenor, 
whose father was a Met opera star. 

Al Shean formerly of Gallagher 
and Shean is also in the cast. 


GOLDTREE SUES EX-PARD 
San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

Sid Goldtree is off for Los An- 
geles, where he will bring to a close 
his suit against Dick Wilbur, his 
partner in the recent L. A. presen- 
tation of Goldtree’s ‘Easy for Zee 
Zee.’ 

Goldtree asks $600 as his share of 
intake on ‘Zee Zee’s’ run. Wilbur is 
now operating a stock company at 
the Fulton, Oakland, while a Gold- 
tree piece, ‘Married Virgin,’ is play- 
ing at the opposition Moulin Rouge, 
operated by Allen Kine. 








*“Hangman’s Whip’ for N. Y. 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


Merlin Taylor has accepted 


HEY BROUN REVUE SET 


‘Heaven Help Us,’ Title, But Col- 
umnist Won't Act In It 








‘Heaven Help Us,’ an intimate re- 
vue, will be Heywood Broun’s con- 
tribution to Broadway’s fall list. 
Broun will be the producer, but he 
has no intention of being in the cast, 
as he was in his first ‘Shoot the 
Works.’ The columnist, however, 
retains the privilege of changing 
his mind about the urge to act. 

John Boyle and Jay Gorney are 
readying the show, latter contribut- 
ing the score and the former the 
staging. Sketches from about every- 
one, 


Shubert’s Contract in 
Healy Walk-Out Claim 
Is Now Under Attack 


The Shuberts have demanded ar- 
bitration on the walkout of Ted 
Healy from the ‘Passing Show,’ 
based on the late ‘Hey, Nonny, 
Nonny.’ Equity takes the position 
of being inactive in the case, be- 
cause the Shuberts issued a letter 
form of contract to Healy instead 
of using the standard Equity forms 
as called for in the basic minimum 
agreement, Understood Equity 
warned the Shuberts several times 
not to violate that clause of the 
agreement. 

Healy walked after his attorney 
had advised him the contract was 
‘unilateral,’ or one sided. There was 
no opening .ete set forth, and it is 
pointed out the managers might 
keep the comic idle indefinitely. 
The contract was issued by the 
Shuberts personally through one of 
their newly formed companies, the 
Producing Associates, Inc. That in- 
dicated the receivership is not in- 
terested in ‘Passing Show.’ 

Equity is not wholly insistent that 
the standard contracts be used, but 
when other forms are employed the 
contracts must be submitted to 
Equity before they are signed. The 
Healy contract stipulated that ex- 
cept where there are conflictions 
with the conditions set forth, the 
Equity forms were to apply. That 
feature was particularly objection- 
able to Equity. 


N. Y. ‘MIRROR’ ADDS 
SOBEL AND OSTERMAN 


A. J. Kobler, publisher of the New 
York ‘Mirror,’ morning tab, is out 
to build the dramatic and Broad- 
way features of his paper, for which 
objectives he has added Bernard 
Sobel, Ziegfeld p. a., as dramatic 
critic and editor with Robert Cole- 
man to remain and also do dramatic 
reviews, but principally to continue 
handling the theatre ads. Coleman 
has a year’s contract with the 
‘Mirror.’ 

On the Broadway end, Jacx Oster- 
man’s column in ‘Variety,’ attracted 
him to Kobler’s attention. Oster- 
man starts this Thursday (25) with 
a boxed half-column of gagging 
material on current topics. 

Paul Yawitz continues substitut- 
ing anonymously for Walter Win- 
chell, with the Winchell banner 
used on his Broadway column, be- 
sides doing his own by-lined Sun- 
;day Broadway column in the ‘Mir- 
| ror’ and the half-col. of ‘Little Red 
| Book.’ Winchell is expected back in 
York in a week and will re- 


| New 
sume his column in the Mirror. 

















Sobel started yesterday (Monday) | 


{on the ‘Mirror.’ He will be the 
senior dramatic critic. 

It is a rather vague arrangement 
ito both Coleman and “Sobel all 


}around, say both, with each to re- 


| ceive billboard and other ballyhoo. 


‘Hangman’s Whip, play by Frank / Sobel was accorded the preliminary 
Butler and Norman Reilly Raine, | advertising to herald his advent, 


for fall production in New York. 
Deal arranged by Brant & Brant. 


mentioning his past academic asso- 


04 THEATRES 
OPEN IN OCT. 


Of New York’s 55 Legit 
Houses, 35 at Most to Be 
Occupied at Any One 
Time—Impending Season 
an Open Guess, but Ac- 
tivity of Younger Show- 
men Called Encouraging 








A TURKEY TOWN 





Although a flock of new shows 
have been placed into rehearsal, 
showmen, who are watching the 
tegit theatre situation in New York 
predict that Broadway will average 
less than 50% in lighted houses dur- 
ing the season. 


Expectation is that two dozen 
theatres will be operating by early 
October and that the total list will 
not mount much over the 35 mark, 
thereafter sliding downward. 


Broadway has 55 legit houses, 
several being taken out because of 
stock burlesque, which policy may 
hold over into the new season. 


Poor business is not the only rea- 
son for the prediction, which is 
based on convincing data. With last 
season as a demonsiration New York 
became a turkey show town. The 
number of attractions of poor qual- 
ity, badly staged and shoddily pro- 
duced resulted in a record group of 
flops. Chicago, when it was a pro- 
ducing center for small. stand 
troupes, is only comparable with 
New York, as it was last season. 


The impending season presents an 
open guess. Indications are that 
the attractions in sight have more 
production ability than was antici- 
pated—and from the younger school 
of showmen, which is encouraginz. 
If their shows have merit, they 
should get a better break than ever 
before, because most of Broadway's 
houses can be had without entangl- 
ing alliances. 


It is claimed there are plenty of 
good scripts available but very little 
money to turn them into shows. 
Outside money, not attracted by or 
from shoe-stringers, may solve that 
problem It should be easier to se- 
cure new and substantial backing 
because the old game of muscling in 
on likely try-outs appears to be 
coomed, 

Long Run Signs 


A number of Broadway show 
shops added color to the ‘turkey 
show town’ idea during the summer 
and even now. Canopies and house 
boards still hold the billing of shows 
which quickly flopped and have been 
closed for months. Some of those 
theatres are now in the hands of 
receivers or bank affiliates, with 
none of the latter authorizing re- 
moval of the unsightly signs, a mat- 
ter of a few dollars, 


By Oct. 1 all of the current shows 
will have passed out or to the road 
with two exceptions, ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ and ‘Another Language,’ and 
possibly ‘Counselor At Law. In 
the past an appreciably larger num- 
ber of hits held over, but Broad- 
way’s past season was a lean one. 

There has been no further change 
in the theatre set-up since Er- 
langer’s (now the St. James) was 
foreclosed. The Shubert receiver- 
ship was on the verge of losing the 
Imperial and Chanin’s 46th Street 
but foreclosure proceedings dated 
to be heard early last week were 
discontinued. 

Plan of the receivers to operate | 








(Continued on page 38) 


both houses is reported having been 
accepted by the mortgagees. Latter | 
assumed payment of the fixed | 
charges, and are to be repaid from 
the operating profit before the re- 
ceivership participates. The mort- 
gagees came to the conclusion that 
so many theatres were available on 
sroadway that they stood a better | 
chance to secure profitable bookings 
from the Shubert effice than if at- 
tempting to operate independently. 
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Old Wrangle Over Contract Terms 
Up As UBO Issues First Routes 
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MAY CO-STAR 


Judith Anderson and Helen Menken 
Mentioned for ‘Antonia’ 








Judith Anderson and Helen Men- 
ken may be co-starred by Peggy 
Fears in ‘Establishment of Madame 
Antonia.’ Leyla Georgie, who wrote 
the novel the play is based on, and 
who is co-authoring the adaptation 
with Gladys Unger, is another can- 
didate for the cast. Miss Anderson 
is the only one definitely set. 

If Miss Menken goes into the play 
it means either she will drop out 
of the John Colton play, ‘Devil's 
Plum Tree,’ for which Miss Fears 
originally signed her, or the latter 
play will be postponed. 


EQUITY VOTES 
PRE-ELECTION 
LAY-OFF 


Acting on information that man- 
agers are holding back the opening 
of shows because they do not care 
to risk sure losses the week before 
election, Equity’s Council has 
granted layoff privileges without 
pay for that week, same as applies 
to the weeks prior to Christmas and 
Holy Week... The pre-election layoff 
is for this season only, when it is 
figured the presidential contest will 
center interest in radio broadcasts 
of the parties. 

It is hoped the move will speed 
up production. There are stipula- 
tions attendant to the layoff rule, 
however. 

A show must have been open at 
least three weeks in order to be in- 
active without salary obligation. 
Should any such attraction lay off, 
it must guarantee to play at least 
two weeks after election. 


LESLIE DROPS ‘CLOWNS’ 
FOR NEW ‘BLACKBIRDS’ 


Lew Leslie has abandoned his 
idea for reviving ‘Clowns in.Clover’ 
which, as a& summer revue, was 
short-lived in Chicago, and will in- 
stead ready a new ‘Blackbirds’ 
revue. The success of his tabloid 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ which has been 
getting $11,000 and $12,000 on per- 
centage and guarantee in the pic- 
ture houses, now being booked by 
William Morris in the midwest, 
prompted the colored show idea in- 
stead. 

Leslie figures that money for 
name talent for a regular musical 
is at its peak and figures that he 
can do better economically with 
dusky talent. Still, Ethel Waters, 
when playing top-money weeks, gets 
$3,000 for herself. In the ‘Rhapsody’ 
regular legit version she was in for 
10% of the gross with a $750 guar- 
anty. 

Leslie now is netting around $2,- 
000 for himself from the tab ‘Rhap- 
sodie.’ 


‘Ballyhoo’ Deferred 


‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ which was 
for premiere at the 44th 
Street Wednesday (24) has been set 
back and is due Sept. 5. Introduc- 
tion of new material necessitated 
further preparation. 

Season’s first revue was brought 
back from Atlantic City. Show 
laying off this week, goes to Newark 
next week. 




















| 





McEvoy Revue Renamed 

J. P. McEvoy’s revue, ‘Americana,’ j 
has been retitled ‘The 
Man.’ 
Sept. 12, probably in Philadelphia. | 
Jay Gorney is writing the music. | 


Forgotten | 
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The United Booking Office, Shu- 
bert-Erlanger mergered road book- 
ing enterprises, began issuing con- 
tracts and routes to attractions last 


week. There was a report that the 
contracts were not uniform. 

Managers have long complained 
about varying contractual condi- 
tions and unequal sharing percent- 
ages accompanying bookings by the 
Shubert and Erlanger exchanges, 
especially the Shubert office. What 
is known as ‘One X’ contract is re- 
garded as the fairest for dramatic 
shows and there is a counterpart 
for musicals, stipulating what num- 
ber of stage hands and musicians 
the house pays for and shares in, 
Certain clauses inserted in some 
contracts have angered managers 
not initiated in the wiles of booking 
men or forced to accept proffered 
terms for one reason or another. 

It is the idea of showmen that 
legit business on the road can be 
greatly strengthened by U.B.O. 
eliminating opposed bookings out of 
town both in the week stands and 
the principal keys other than New 
York. 

However, if the new circuit ree 
sorts to methods of other seasons 
bookings may be diverted to thea« 
tres not in the U.B.O. set-up. This 
could create an opposition cire- 
cuit, defeating the purpose of the 
long planned combination. In every 
stand there is a theatre to parallel 
the U.B.O. house or houses, waiting 
to receive shows so that there is 
this constant threat. Hence it is 
surprising that there should be fric<- 
tion in sight already through thd 
workings of the U.B.O. 


Books 16 Weeks 


Understood that at least one out 

of town theatre has protected it- 
self by booking 16 weeks. It is the 
Garrick, Phila., which is not in the 
U.2.0. The shows will principally 
be the attractions of Peggy Fears 
and her husband A. C. Blumenthal, 
latter’s activities being coupied with 
the late Flo Zeigfeld under whose 
name a new ‘Follies’ is to be pre- 
sented. The Fears-Blumenthal of- 
fice which promises a number of 
productions is independent. Blumen« 
thal is handling ‘Show Boat’ at the 
Casino, that attraction being due 
to tour in October. No difficulty ig 
anticipated in securing U.B.O. book« 
ings in other spots, if desired. 
The theory of protecting attrac< 
tions on tour by eliminating opposi«< 
tion was put into practice by the 
U.B.O. when it refused to book an- 
other musical into Philadelphia 
against ‘Flying Colors’ which opened 
there yesterday (Monday). ‘Ballyhoo 
of 1932’ the in Atlantic City wanted 
an additionai week out of town. A 
Philly house was sought, but the 
bookers stated the town could not 
support two musicals at this time, 
No indie house there was sought 
because the Shuberts have an in- 
terest in ‘Ballyhoo’ which wag 
brought back to New York. 





Behrman, East on Leave, 
Hopes for Play on B’way 


Hollywoed, Aug. 22. 


S. N. Behrman is en route to 
New York, on leave of absence 
from Fox writing department. Due 


, back Feb. 1. 


Writer is taking a play with him, 
which he will try to have produced 
on Broadway this fall. 





‘Erlanger’ Off Theatre 


Understood the name of Erlang- 





;er’s theatre in Phila. will be 
|changed to the New Amsterdam, 
None of the theatres built several 
| years previous to the showman’s 
death and carrying his name, have 
fared weil. That takes in Erlang- 
|er’s New York, Chicago, Buffalo and 
Atlanta. New York house is out 
) of the estate’s hands and is called 
the St. James. 

Majority interest in the Philly 


Proposal is to open it about | house is owned by Warners. It will 


probably be supplied with shows 
through the United Booking Office, 
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First Call on Big London Stages 
As Means to Promote Type Shows 


—— ee 


London, Aug. 22. 

A separate independent company, 
fn which several of the directors of 
Associated Theatres Properties are 
concerned, has just been formed. 

Its purpose is to encourage re- 
sponsible English producers to es- 
tablish themselves with definite pol- 
icies at the various theatres con- 
trolled by the A. T. P. The theatres 
involved are the Cambridge, Gaiety, 
Adelphi, His Majesty’s, Lyric, St. 
James’, Shaftesbury and Apollo. 

Arrangements so far made are 
that Charles Cochran will concen- 
trate or the Adelphi and His Ma- 
jesty’s for English and continental 
musicals. Gilbert Miller will have 
first call on the St. James’, Lyric 
and Apollo, with the Daniel Mayer 
Company having second call. 

The Shaftesbury theatre will 
maintain the Basil Foster policy, 
established by Basil Foster and Tom 
Miller some years ago, to produce 
light farces and plays by Ian Hay 
and P. G. Wodehouse. 

Gaiety Goes Non-Musical 


Ivor Novello may lease the Gaiety 
for his shows, two of which already 
are lined up. He may even transfer 
his current ‘Party’ which has to va- 
cate the Strand, to make room for 
the new Henson & Shepherd farce, 
starring Sydney Howard. The move 
to establish the Gaiety as a straight 
play house is a precedent, this thea- 
tre having been a musical comedy 
house since the days of George Ed- 
ward23. The reason for such a 
change is the dearth of musical 
shows all over the world. 

The fact that these ace show pro- 
._ ducers are definitely identified with 
this company does not mean no 
other praducers will rent any of the 
A. T. P. What it actually means is 
that these producers will be given 
every facility and, if necessary, 
financial assistance, to enable them 
to produce suitable plays at the 
houses within the group. 

It is also also understood Cochran 
and Gilbert Miller can produce at 
other theatres when A. T. P. are 
tenanted. 


Find Buried Theatre 


Paris, Aug. 13. 

Largest orchestra pit in France 
is now that of a theatre in prov- 
incial Autun. However, no hope 
for musicians. Theatre was built 
by the Romans, and a school was 
erected on its site in the seven- 
teenth century. 

Substructure is now being un- 
earthed, and theatre appears to 
have been one of the largest of the 
Roman Empire. 





Jealousy Suicide 


Paris, Aug. 13. 

Out of jealousy of Alice Cocea, 
screen and stage actress, Naval 
Lieut. Victor Point committed sui- 
cide on the Riviera. 

He was a promising officer and 
was to head the next Citroen ex- 
ploration. 

Victor Point had been in love 
with Alice Cocea for about four 
years, and had already threatened 
suicide once before. The lovers ar- 
rived in Cannes three weeks before 
-the happening and hired a yacht 
for a month. Suicide took place 
just off the beach while the actress 
was on deck, and the officer had 
just had a discussion with her from 
a small boat. 


New Maughan Plea 


London, Aug. 22. 

Dora Maughan, set to sail on the 
Leviathan Saturday (20), changed 
her plan at the last minute and de- 
parted for Paris instead. Due to re- 
fusal of the Home Office to grant 
her further work permits here, she 
is constrained to embark. 

She will renew her efforts from 
Paris to obtain a permit renewal so 
she can play vaudeviile dates which 
have been offered to her. 

If her pleas are refused she 
sail from France for New York. 


Michie Quits Stoll 


London, Aug. 22. 


will 


Gordon Michie, 


director and sec- 

retary of the Stoll Corp. and 14 sub- 

sidiary companies of the Stoll 
group, has suddenly resigned. 

We was the confidant and adviser 


of Sir Oswald Stoll for the last 27 
years. Resignation causing beau- 
coup comment in town, 
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BYE BYE FOR TREVOR 


England Ends Stay of Dancer in 
London Sans Explanation 
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London, Aug. 22. 

Ted Trevor, dancer, has. been 
given one of those Home Office re- 
quests to end his stay here. Never 
any explanation with orders of this 
kind from what amounts to Eng- 
land’s State Department. 

Trevor, formerly teamed _ with 
Dina Harris, has been going it 
alone for some time here in west 
end night clubs. He will _ sail 
Wednesday (24). 


More Vaud for London 





As Phoenix, Pioneer, 
Goes Dark for Month 


London, Aug. 22. 

The Phoenix, one of the first Lon- 
don houses to click with continuous 
vaudeville, closed for the present 
Aug. 20, while two others in the 
same field have gone commonwealth 
with acts in on sharing terms. 
Phoenix reopens about the middle 
of September under the same man- 
agement, although it will have new 
backing. ¥ 
The Victoria Palace, meanwhile 
has fixed its switch to the continu- 
ous policy to start Oct. 10. 

The story has gained currency 
that the Hippodrome and Vaude- 
ville will go to the continuous idea, 
but likelihood of such a move is re- 
garded generally as remote. 





Mexico to Finish Its 
High Cost Nat’l Theatre 


Mexico City, Aug. 18. 
Government has decided to finish 
the National theatre here, a hand- 
some edifice, work upon which was 
started back in 1905. Action in this 
regard is assured by the Ministry 
of Finance’s announcement that it 
has apportioned $600,000 and in- 
tends to have the theatre completed 
»y Christmas, 1933. 

Theatre was started with the in- 
tention of making it not only the 
finest playhouse but the best show 
place of its kind in Spanish Amer- 
ica. Work was halted when funds 
for the purpose ran out with the 
outbreak of the revolution in 1910. 
During the 27 years that elasped 
since the foundations were laid, 
theatre sank six feet below the 
street’s level. Thoughfares squaring 
the pile were lowered. 

Theatre has magnificent interior, 
features of which are a glass stage 
curtain, supplied by Tiffany’s, New 
York, valued at $250,000 and boxes 
that cost $2,000 each. 


Dutch Seer to Tour U. S. 


The Hague, Aug. 13. 
Several foreign clairvoyants have 
been operating in Holland lately, 
some with good financial results. 
The most successful of the lot 
was Maloitz, whose experiments 
baffled the police. He gave his last 
seance here and is now on his way 
to America. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 


Capetown, July 20. 
Wintry weather, with heavy rains, 
still continues throughout the coun- 
try and amusement business it at 
ebb. 





Musicians are in a bad way 
through the country, due to the 
talkers. Before the talkers. they 
earned 12 to 14 pounds weekly. 





Schelsinger still dismissing man- 
agers and closing down cinemas, 





The Entertainment Tax is to be 
increased. The previous tax of 6 
pence, increased by two pence ex- 
ceeding sixpence but not one shilling 
and six, three pence extra. Exceed- 
ing one shilling and sixpence for 








every sixpence or portion thereof, 
an additional penny. 

Rumors current that things are 
far from happy with African Con- 
solidated Theatres. Independent 
showmen are resenting the business 
attitude of the concern, and the 
terms asked for programs of a 
mediocre variety. 





Asia and Europe Tour 
For Carter Magii Unit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22 

Charles Carter, ‘Carter the Great,’ 
magician, is building a magii show 
to tour China, Japan, India and 
Europe, leavng here on ‘Mariposa,’ 
Sept. 23. Will carry 22 people. 

Show will break in locally, possi- 
bly at Hollywood Playhouse, for 
two weeks beginning Sept. 4. 


MILLER’S FIRST 
GETS PANNING 


London, Aug. 22. 


Gilbert Miller opened the new 
London season last Tuesday (6), 
with ‘Behold We Live,’ new play by 
John Van Druten. Pretty generally 
slated by the press and looks floppo. 

Several important items about the 
play which brought considerable at- 
tention to the opening. It’s at the 
St. James and was staged by Auriol 
Lee, who came back from Holly- 





London Show World a 





PARIS ALHAMBRA VAUD 


Film Shortage for Indies Forces 
Change of Film Policy 








Paris, Aug. 13. 


Difficulties encountered by indie 
theatres in finding film programs 
will cause the Alhambra to revert 
from vaude-film to straight vaude 
in October. The house is a big 
neighborhood with 2,400 seats, and 
was rebuilt two years ago at a cost 
of $770,000 by Gaumont British. 
Last year house played successfully 
a vaude-film policy with seven or 
eight tracts; but now finds it im- 





possible to carry on. 

As a straight vaude house it will 
become opposition to Natan’s Em- 
pire. 

Rottenbourg & Goldin, agents, 
are supplying the Alhambra’s tal- 
ent, while most of the Empire's is 
booked by the Lutetia agency, 
which Natar. took over when he 
stepped into the property. 








wood and the Metro lot purposely 
to put it on. Gertrude Lawrence and 
Sir Gerald Du Maurier head the 
cast. 





Fox—G-B 


(Continued from page 11) 


will appeal to the shareholders to 
alter the by-laws in this instance. 

In the matter of the Bradford & 
Metropolitan board, more drastic 
changes will have to be made if the 
thing is to go through. The im- 
partial member undoubtedly will be 
the Lord Lee who holds the one de- 
ciding vote in the company, Fox and 
G-B each having 49%%. Which of 
the Gaumont people will be dropped 
from the board to make room for 
the Americans is the problem, with 
considerable local conjecture. Cer- 
tain that the two Ostrer brothers 
and C. M. Wolf will be three of the 
four Britishers. The choice for the 
rest lies between William Gell, 
head of the Gaumont Company; 
Jeffery Bernerd, head of W. & F. 
Film Service, and Simon Rowson, 
head of Ideal Films. All three of 
these companies are Gaumont-Brit- 
ish subsids. 

Rumor current in London is that 
all three, Gell, Bernerd, and Row- 
son will go off the holding com- 
pany’s boards at the end, though 
continuing to head their individual 
units. 








Sidney Kent, Fox president, who 
had intended to leave for the Coast 
only a few days after his New York 
arrival, has postponed his trip, with 
Sept. 5 now the date. That would 
allow him about a week in New 
York with the British members of 
Gaumont and British. 

When negotiations have reached 
a satisfactory stage, program is for 
the trio to travel to Hollywood to- 
gether, where Gell and Ostrer will 
make a survey of production condi- 
tions. 


Writs Issued in Fox 
Suit Over Hoyt Houses; 
Settlement Expected 


Sydney, July 20. 


Fox Films (Australasia), Ltd., is- 
sued writs last week claiming 100,- 
000 pounds from George Griffiths 
and H. Challingsworth for alleged 
breach of warranty. Griffiths and 
Challingsworth were formerly heav- 
ily, interested in the Hoyt chain, but 
with Sir George Tallis and F. W. 
Thring sold their holdings to the 
Fox organization. It is in connec- 
tion with this sale that the action 
is being brought: Hoyts also issued 
writs a day or so ago against the 
same persons, claiming a like 
amount, 

Both actions were brought follow- 
ing the return from America of 
Charles Munro, managin; director 
of Hoyts. Stanley Crick, managing 
director of Fox here, is also gov- 
erning director of Hoyts. 





Clifford Mintern, Australian law- 





yer and Fox’s legal representative 
in that Continent, is expected in 
New York currently. Mintern is 
on one of his periodic trips to the 
States, which he makes about every 
two or three years to talk things 
over with the Fox people. He has 








been representing Fox Film in Aus- \ 


BEAVERBROOK’S MOSS 
OFFER WITH A STRING 


London, Aug. 22, 


Commercial Union Insurance 
company and the Westminster 
Bank have refused further weekly 
advances to Moss Empires, This 
was revealed at a directors’ meeting 
of the circuit. Chain has been los- 
ing a steady $11,000 weekly, al- 
though the company is still solvent. 

Williams Evans, one of the three 
managing directors and a Beaver- 
brook nominee intimated at the 
meeting that Lord Beaverbrook was 
prepared to advance money to the 
circuit providing certain changes 
are made in the directorate and 
policy. He has intimated as much 
several times in the past. 





Parenna Music Branch 
Goes Under New Group 


Berlin, Aug. 13. 


A new employment agency for 
vaudeville, cabaret, and other thea- 
tre artists has been formed under 
the name of the International Asso- 
ciated Booking Exchange. It was 
controlled by Parenna, the govern- 
mental Office for stage employ- 
ment, 

Several of the best known agents, 
Robert Wielsche, Riess and former 
Parenna Manager Fechner are the 
associates. The entire Cologne 
Parenna office has been taken over, 
its specialty being agency for bands, 

The commission of 6% will be 
raised to a sliding scale depending 
upon salaries paid. 


Mirror Adds 


(Continued from :1ge 37) 


ciations as a college piecéessor and 
student of the drama. besides be- 
ing a Broadway publicist, promin- 
ently identified with. Ziegfeld. 

Sobel resigned from Ziegfeld pub- 
licity where he was handling ‘Show 
Boat’ under the A. C. Blumenthal 
management, and also gave up the 
exploitation reins of ‘Ballyhoo.’ 

Sobel is no relation to Louis 
Sobol, who spells his surname dif- 
ferently, the Broadway columnist 
on the N. Y. ‘Journal.’ 

‘Mirror’ is dropping its book and 
music reviews and reviewer, Gustav 
Davidson, and will devote that extra 
space to the drama dept. 

With Sobel resigning, Marc Lach- 
mann takes over exploitation on 
‘Ballyhoo.” The Ziegfeld publicity 
berth will not be filled as Arthur 
Levy, now with A. C. Blumenthal, 
and in charge of publicity for Peggy 
rears’ theatrical enterprises, will 
pinch-hit for the remainder of the 
run of ‘Show Boat.’ 

Lachmann will also handle the 
Lew Brown-Ray Henderson show, 
‘Forward March,’ along with ‘Bally- 
hoo.’ 








tralia for 15 years. Present trip 
may result in some new and definite 
policy by Fox Films relative to its 
Australian holdings. 

The situation with Hoyt’s, so far 
as Fox Film company goes, hasn’t 
been altogether favorable since it 
was acquired, After Sidney Kent, 
Fox president, returned from Europe 
on his recent trip, he indicated that 
a smoothing over of that situation 
was ty be expected soon, 


London, Aug. 18. 
Lowe, Bernoff and Wensley sched« 
uled to sail on the new French liner 
the Chaplain, found the boat packed 
to capacity, and were compelled tq 
sail Aug. 13, three days later, on the 
France, 





Duck 16-Show Schedule 

The Berlin edition of the Prince 
of Wales’ continuous revue was to 
have had 16 German chorus girls 
and two acrobatic dancers. The 
dancers arrived by plane, on Sunday 
prior to the Monday evening. They 
asked how many times they were to 
perform. Told the show plays four 
times daily, and they would make 
two appearances at every show, 16 
appearances in all, they flew back 
to Germany the same day. 





Hassard Short Feted 

The Alhambra management ten-« 
dered a dinner cabaret dance at the 
Cafe Royal Sunday evening, Aug. 7, 
to Hassard Short, in honor of the 
year’s run of ‘Waltzes from Vienna,’ 
which he produced and which closed 
the previous night. ° 





Toto’s Foil Weds 
Ernest D'Amato, Toto’s straight 
man, here on flying trip to marry 
Cracina Esmerica, dancer, who wag 





in the Toto touring show in Eng- 
land 18 months ago. Girl, despite 
her name, is English. 





Apollon’s Profit Week 
London Pavilion’s first week's 
gross with Dave Apollon, who is in 
for four weeks, amounted to $11,550, 
which means a profit of over $1,750, 
very excellent considering heat 
wave, 


————s 


London Night Life 
Jones’ Restaurant, the pro's hang- 
out, started to keep open all night, 
After about a month they gave it 
up. Electric light bill for all-night 
amounted to over $3, which the ine 
come didn’t cover. 





Shaw Play Panned 

Opening performance of Bernard 
Shaw's ‘Too True to Be Good,’ at 
the Malvern Festival, Aug. 8, was 
distinguished for two things—air- 
sickness of the London dramatic 
critics who were taken down by 
plane, and the severe panning ac- 


About 28 serious-minded critics 
lined up at Croydon for the plane 
ride, and discovered, on crossing 
Malvern, they were dipping in sa- 
lute of the town. The dipping made 
most of them green, and probably 
prejudiced their faculties against 
the play. They panned it. 

In the States, Beatrice Lillie had 
the part played by Leonora Colbett 
here, a complete dissimilarity of 
types. 

Acting of Cedric Hardwicke, ine 
cidentally, was brilliant. 





Peer in Show Biz 

The Marquess of Donegal is mak- 
ing his first entrance into the show 
business and will present a revue 
written by Lance Lister, Rowland 
Leigh and Barbara Hoffe, with mu- 
sic by Mare Anthony, entitled ‘After 
Dinner.’ Show will be produced by 
Lance Lister. Cast already lined up 
are Gwen Farrar, Betty Frankiss, 
Hermoine Badderley and Lance Lis- 
ter. Show opens out of town in 
September for three weeks, and goes 
to the West End middle of October, 





Amateur Shows Go Big 

Wallace Parnell has lined up a@ 
new angle on revues for the Eng- 
ish provinces and London suburbs, 
in association with Water Paskin, 
formerly provincial revue producer. 

Idea, from America, is to line up 
amateur talent. Show opened Bir- 
mingham Hippodrome recently and 
was real clean-up, playing to over 
$3,500, which is about $2,100 profit, 
shared between Parnell and the 
theatre. 

In order to monopolize the prove 
inces Parnell has come to an ar- 
rangement with Jack Taylor, also a 
provincial revue producer, to work 
north of England, while he concen- 
trates on the south. If suitable, acts 
are booked for English circuits. So 
far General Theatres has booked 
three acts, and Syndicate halls two. 





‘Orders’ Looks a Hit 

The newly decorated Shaftesbury 
reopened Aug. 9 with ‘Orders Are 
Orders,’ another of the series of 
successful satires by Ian Hay. This 
time the locale is an army barracks, 
This spot, which is surrounded by 
official red tape, is suddenly invaded 
by an American film company. Im- 
agine the film director calling the 
Colonel ‘Sweetheart’ and you have 
the idea. 

Looks like the Shaftesbury is in 
for another hit. 





‘Direct pinch from the London 
Palladium’ is the billing at a pro- 
vincial theatre. It refers to the 
management putting on a bill for 4 
week with a comedian ‘running 
wild.’ The pinching refers to run- 
ning wild being an imitation of Pal- 
ladium’s ‘Crazy Mouth.’ 

Honest folk, these British. O% 





yeah! 








corded Shaw by the popular papers, - 
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B way Back to 6 Shows, Grosses Up, 
Sept. Starters Gain in Promi 


mise 
| 


A score of shows are now in re- 
them aimed for 
several 


hearsal, most of 
Broadway. Included are 
plays in the country show shops 


where some likely material has been 
recently developed. Four openings 
in the rural spots this week will be 
watched. : 

Meantime Broadway’s list of at- 
tractions shrank again to six in all. 
That came about through the can- 
cellation of two premieres which 
were carded for this week and the 
quick demise of ‘Domino’ at the 
Playhouse. Latter, accredited with 
being a Parisian sure thing and 
with favorable reports from out of 
town, drew unfavorable notices. It 
faded in five days, being the new 
season’s first flop. 

No openings this week. Three are 
scheduled for next week, while the 
incoming card for Labor Day looks 
much better than indicated earlier, 
six new productions being due 
then. 

They are ‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ 44th 
Street (postponed from this week); 


*‘Here Today,’ Barrymore; ‘Flying 
Colors,’ Imperial; ‘Best Years,’ 
Bijou; ‘Smiling Faces,’ Shubert; 
*‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head, 
Broadhurst. 

Next week’s premieres: ‘Folies 
Bergere,’ Harris; ‘Satan,’ Forrest 


(postponed from this week) and 
‘Varnish,’ a co-operative show, 
house indefinite. 

Business held up fairly well last 
week, with two musicals bettering 
the marks of the previous week. 


Estimate; For Last Week 


‘Another Language,’ Booth (18th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Atolds to prof- 
itable business; durrent comedy 
leader will have little opybsition for 
a month; $9,000 to $10,000. 

‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th Street. 
Postponed until Sept. 5; show back 
for further rehearsal; plays New- 
ark next week. 

‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (13th week) 
(C-1,043-$3.30). Co-operative com- 
edy getting arounfl $3,500 has been 
abe to go through summer because 
of sharing plan; house making a 
little profit. 


‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (46th 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Attendance 
improved here last, week; gross 


around $12,000; goes to road next 
month with ‘The Du Barry’ probable 
successor. 

‘Domino,’ Playhouse. Withdrawn 
last Saturday after playing five 
days; announced for road later after 
revision and recasting. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (35th 
week) (M-1,090-65.50). Improved 
again last week when the gross ap- 
proximated $27,000; looks like a 
cinch to the first of the year; moves 
Oct. 3 larger house at reduced prices. 

‘Satan,’ Forrest. Postponed until 
next week. 





FIDDLE, ‘CYNARA’ HIT 
FRISCO FOR $24,500 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

Town's two legits are copping 
pretty fair money for the week, al- 
though symphony concerts, horse 
shows, dog races and other attrac- 
tions patronized by carriage trade 
are getting the big play. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ and ‘Cynara’ 
only things on the boards, Former 
at the Curran is still healthy in its 
third week around $15,000. Con- 
tinues. ‘Cynara’ out of Geary after 
two weeks, final take being about 
$9,500. 

‘Fiddle’ now has ‘Frisco to itself 
until Aug. 28, when ‘G-2’ opens at 
the Alcazar at $1 top, with Emil 
Bondeson and George Bole impre- 
sarios of house formerly operated 
by Duffy. 


Engagements 


Eddie Foy, Sarah Jane, ‘Humpty 
Dumpty.’ 

Ruth Gordon, Sally Bates, Donald 
MacDonald, Charlotte Granville, 
Chas. D. Brown, Paul McGrath, 
Geoffrey Bryant, ‘Here Today’ (re- 
vised cast). 

Emily Ross, 
Henry Sherwood, 
‘Disappearing Men.’ 

Ross Alexander, 
"The Stork.’ 

Dorothy Hall, James Bell, John 
Litel, Clare Woodbury, Granville 
Bates, Joseph Crehan, Robert Bar- 
rat, Byron Shores, Percy Kilbride, 
Desmond Gallagher, ‘Lily Turner’ 
{complete cast). 

Sydney Greenstreet, ‘Good Earth.’ 

Helen Ford, ‘The Other One.’ 

Art Jarrett, Arthur Poge, ‘For- 
ward March.’ 








Suzanne Freeman, 
Clyde Veaux, 


Robert Vivian, 





ng 


| Figure Guarantee Plus 


The Buddy 
Schwab musical, ‘Humpty Dumpty,’ 
will probably go into the Apollo 
on an odd sharing arrangement with 
both a guarantee and a percentage 
over a certain mark. If the attrac- 
tion does business, the management 
figures it'll be a more advantageous 
sharing arrangement than even a 
75-25 split. 

Musical is geared to break at un- 
der $20,000. 


Billie Burke Returning 
To Make Home in West 








Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Billie Burke, widow of Flo Zieg- 
feld, will return to New York in the 
latter part of September at the time 
her attorney, Louis B. Levy, arrives 
from Europe. She will take the body 
of late producer with her. After 
funeral services she will put her 
affairs in shape, as she intends re- 
turning to California late in the fall 
to make her permanent home here. 

It is expected Radio will take up 
its option after preview of ‘Bill of 
Divorcement.’ 

Miss Burke stated to ‘Variety’ that 
A. C. Blumenthal would continue to 
handle her affairs in East and look 
out for ‘Show Boat’ when it goes on 
the road. Also, that there is a like- 
lihood of another ‘Follies’ being pro- 
duced. but that she had no intention 
of appearing in it. 

Her daughter, Patricia, wikK go 
East, but will return in time to enter 
one of the universities here this fall. 








Ottawa Parley 
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that the effect of the foreign film 
tax will not deter the importation 
of American films, because they will 
'be necessary anyway to complete 
the year’s program for every thea- 
tre and, moreover, the film ex- 
changes will not foot the extra bill 
because it will be impossible to col- 
lect the new tax at time of entry 
into Canada. Further, owners of 
independent theatres, who have 
been proclaiming the fact that they 
are British subjects, will be as- 
ssed just as much proportionately 
as the big chain company which is 
controlled from New York, if the 
special levy becomes law. 

There will undoubtedly be a big 
outcry by Canadian independent ex- 
hibitors before the measure is 
brought down in the House of Com- 
mons this fall. 

To Help British-Mades 

The Conference Committee consid- 
ered that the foreign film tax would 
provide increased encouragement for 
British pictures in addition to de- 
vising an additional source of rev- 
enue for the governments. The 
clause in the adopted report cover- 
ing the point is as follows: 

‘It has been suggested that aid 
might be given to the distribution 
of Commonwealth films and, at the 
same time, revenue might be de- 
rived by the imposition, in addition 
to the footage customs duties now 
in force, of a special levy on the 
value of all foreign films displayed, 
this levy being based on the value 
of such films for renting purpose 
while Commonwealth films are ex- 
empted from the levy. We appre- 
ciate that, in practice, the collection 
of the levy could not be made at 
the moment of entry because the 
actual value on which it should be 
assessed might not be ascertainable 
j}until renting contracts are made.’ 

There would be no question of 
jurisdiction as between Federal and 
Provincial Governments in this spe- 
cial levy as would be the case in 
a revision of censorship fees which 
are under the authority of the 
Provinces. 

For Free ‘Samples’ 

Another consideration for British 
| films was offered by the Committee 
in the recommendation that ‘Those 
Dominions which levy a duty on 
films should consider the possibility 
of admitting a single positive of 
each Commonwealth film without 
payment of duty, under bond for 
exportation within 30 days, in order 
‘to afford exhibitors an opportunity 








Sharing Beats 75-25 | 


DeSylva-Lawrence 





After Sept. Trip East 














Shows in Rehearsal 





‘The Stork Is Dead’ (A. H. 
Woods), Apollo. 
‘Vanities’ (Earl Carroll), 


3roadway. 





‘Passing Show’ (Shuberts), 
Shubert. | 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ (road) 
(Sam H. Harris), Music Box. 
(Schwab | 


‘Humpty Dumpty’ 
and De Sylva), Fulton. 
‘Lilly Turner’ (Abbott and 


Dunning), Plymouth. 

‘Black Water’ (‘Difference in 
Men’) (Carroll), Manhattan. 

‘Clear All Wires’ (‘Nine Day 
Wonder) (Shumilin), Times 
Square, 

‘Here Today’ (Sam H. Har- | 
ris), Royale. 


‘Smiling Faces’ (Shuberts) 
Harris. 

‘Nora’ (Peggy Fears), Van- 
derbilt. 

‘Forgotten Man’ (Shuberts), 
Bijou, 

‘Man Who Reclaimed His 


Head’ (Hammerstein and Web- 
er), Broadhurst. 

‘Another Language’ (road) 
(Arthur Beckhard), Booth. 


‘Laugh Parade’ (road) (Ed 
Wynn), Imperial. 
‘The Good Earth’ (Theatre 


Guild), Guild. 





‘Flying Colors,’ ‘Folies Ber- 
gere,’ ‘Best Years’ now in try- 
out spots. 


REUNIGN TOPS 
L.A. BUT SHOW 
QUITS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 














Chi Unions Demand Work Pledge 


As Price of Concessions m Pay 
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2d Season for Religious 
Play en % and $2 Top 


Chicago, Aug. 22. | 

Rehearsals start about Labor Day | 
for a second season of ‘Joseph and 
His Brethren,’ religious play pro- 
duced by Charles Lum for the Trin- 
ity Guild. Production carries 20 
actors, 15 changes of scene and a 


full electrical switchboard system 
and play halls, auditoriums and 
echools. 


Success of the piece last year war- 
ranted a second season, Playing on 
strict guarantees under sponsorship, 
show plays two nights and a mat- 
inee minimum and usually at $2 
top. Occasionally in minor towns 
it settles for $1.50 top. 

Principals this year will include 
Charlies Grace, Charles Lum, Grant; 
Forman, Edward Storm, A. C, Bax- 


ter, Rowena Scott and Harriett 
Gardner. Company travels by rail- 
road. 





Summer Co. Scatters 
Westport, Aug. 20. 


Lawrence Langner's Country 
Playhouse calls it a season Labor 
Day. The company will not go to 
New York. ‘Chrysalis’ owned by 
Theresa Helburn is set for produc- 
tion in October. Max Gordon is 
interested in the Moliere revival 
‘The School for Lovers.’ 

Osgood Perkins and June Walker, 
leads, go into Guild production ‘The 
Pure in Heart,’ and Elizabeth Ris- 
don troupes in ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra.’ 








Hot weather, and with Olympics 








crowds gone, gave the three legits 
open a headache, with the b. o.’s 
doing a slide. ‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ 
intimate musical comedy, opened at 
the Music Box Wednesday and got 
about~$2,000 for first four perform- 
ances. 

Orchestra, stage hands bonded at 
last minute, with chorus on short 
pay and principals and business 
staff in on percentage. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ dipped to $7,- 
200, about three grand under pre- 
vious week, and closed Saturday 
(20). Hot weather was too much. 
‘In the Best of Families,’ at Holly- 
wood Playhouse, got $2,500, about 
nut money. Closed suddenly Sun- 
day (21). Chance of keeping up 
three theatre parties a week after 
fourth week seemed remote, and 
they gave up the attempt. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Hang up Your Hat,’ Music Box 

(Ist week) (MC-965-$1.65). Esti- 
mated $2,000 for first five perform- 
ances, which takes care of orches- 
tra, stage hands and chorus, leaving 
principals and business staff, in on 
percentage, to be paid off in old pro- 
grams. 
“ ‘In the Best of Families,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse (4th week) (C-1,- 
150-$1.50). Just about hitting the 
nut at $2,500. , 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Belasco (4th 
week) (C-1,103-$2.50). Dropped to 
$7,200, barely out of the red, and 
quit. 





of viewing the film without the pay- 
ment of duty upon those films 
which prove unsuitable for display.’ 

In general terms, the committee 
expressed gratification in the ‘sub- 
stantial progress that has been 
made in the exhibition of Common- 
wealth films’ due to their improved 
quality and ‘in some parts of the 
Commonwealth progress is ascribed 
to the quota system which requires 
that a stipulated proportion of such 
films be exhibited.’ 

General reference is made to the 
need for continued development of 
film facilities throughout the Em- 
pire. The report reads: ‘The end 
to be sought is not merely the de- 
velopment of cinematograph film 
production in the United Kingdom 
alone, but its development in all 
parts of the Commonwealth.’ 

The committee took a rap at for- 
eign control of theatres and film 
distribution in the following: ’The 
quality of Commonwealth films has 
shown a marked improvement in 
recent years and their competitive 
value has been strengthened accord- 
ingly; but it has been suggested 
that prior developments and finan- 
cial arrangements give an advan- 
tage to other productions, and en- 
couragement is required to ensure 
the development of the film industry 
throughout the Commonwealth.’ 

The chairman of the Conference 
Committee dealing with films was 
Sir Atul C. Chatterjee of India while 
the sub-committtee which studied 
the film question was Rt. Hon. J. G. 


slant, but has pretty generally aban- 


to one of the members of a male duo 


‘Left Bank’ for Road 


; resist 





‘Left Bank,’ which-ran out the 
season at the Little, will be toured 
by George E. Wintz by arrangement 
with Elmer Rice, who made the 
original presentation. Show will be 
recast. 

Show is reported being considered 
for inclusion in the Theatre Guild- 
Shubert-Erlanger subscription 
bookings out of town. 





First Tent Closing 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Chase and Lester repertory com- 
pany is the first tent show to close 
this season. Early closing of the 
show, 30 years old and standard in 
the sticks, was due to illness of 
three principals rather than bad 
business, it is said. 

Too many headaches casting for 
the remaining weeks. 





‘LANGUAGE’ SET BACK 
Chicago, Aug. 22. 

‘Another Language’ has been set 
back at the Harris from Sept. 4 to 
11. Other iwin house, Selwyn, is 
schedulec to get ‘The World Be- 
tween’ Sept. 18. This is the play by 
Fritz Blocki, formerly of the Chi- 
cago ‘American.’ 

Other loop bookings are: ‘Cyn- 
ara,’ Grand Opera House, Aug. 25; 
‘Passing Show,’ Apollo, Sept. 11; 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Erlanger, 
Oct. 24. 

Not dated or set as to house are 


—__—__— 


Aug. 22. 


will 


Chicago, 


Stagehands and musicians 


pay cuts and refuse mana- 


gerial pleas for concessions. That 
is clearly indicated locally. A com- 
mittee of legit showmen met Fri- 
day (19) to discuss their problems 
and the posibility of a united front 


in a union tiff. 

While legit managers complain 
that the unions are hampering the 
return of prosperity to the legit 
theatre. the boys from the fly-loft 
and the trench take the view that 
‘no concessions without guaranties’ 
is the only basis upon which they 
will consider any drastic changes, 

Trading Stand 

In other words, what will the 
managers promise them in return 
for fxvors. Stagehands are par- 
ticularly Missourian as a result of 
an experience in June. They ac- 
cepted a salary cut for the summer 
on the understanding that a num- 
ber of legit houses were to operate 
througk July and August. 

After a couple of weeks every- 
thing folded and for the first time 
in theatrical history there wasn't a 
show running. Stagehands feel they 
made a useless sacrifice. 

If managers can or will guaran- 
tee a 30-week working season it is 
understood the unions will be will- 
ing to listen. Otherwise they feel 
that for intermittent employment 
the managers should pay. Other 
side of the argument from the 
showmen is that the unions have 
set up such arbitrary and auto- 
cratic rules that Chicago, once an 
important show centre, is . being 
converted into a one-week stand. 





pees at Kedzie Stock 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 


Kedzie is reported in negotiations 
with Roberson-Gifford, the impres- 
arios who sponsored a season of 75- 
cent dramatic stock at the west side 
house two years ago. Since then 
Chicago has been with a stock com- 
pany. 

A. W. Roth, owner of the Kedzie, 
states nothing is beyond the conver- 
sation point. Meanwhile Roberson< 
Gifford have a tent show playing in 
Minnesota. 





Guild Role for Kelly 


Paul Kelly has been engaged 
by the Theatre Guild for one of the 
lead parts in Jack Lawson's play, 
‘The Pure in Heart,’ due to go into 
rehearsal for the Alvin theatre in 
about two weeks. 

Kelly will get $700 plus a percent- 
age of the gross for the engage- 
ment, 





Egan East for Job 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Ray Egan, lyricist, on his way 
to New York to join Harry Tier- 
ney, with whom he is collaborating 
on a musical score for fall pro- 
duction. 
Said to be for the Shuberts. 











‘Of Thee I Sing,’ ‘Autumn Crocus,’ 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ and Walter 
Hampden’s ‘Cyrano de Bergerac.’ 





Phoenix Stock Quits 


Phoenix, Aug. 22. 
Delmas-Lawless Players, only 
legit company here for’ several 
months, have closed shop and cast 
has gone to Hollywood. 
Principals included Don Wilson, | 
Lorraine LaVal, Hanley Stafford, 
Gernice Bonnett and Eddie Cart- 


LIFE INSURANCE HAS 
STOOD THE TEST! 


Many people today are worried 
about the safety of their invest- 


ments. ‘This is not the case 
with those carrying LIFE IN- 
SURANCE. 


Our experienced office staff is 
equipped to extend SERVICE, 
and available at all times to of- 





wright. 





| 
‘ e 9 | 
‘No Marriage | 
(Continued from page 1) 
reason seems to bob up every now 
and then in radio contracts. It | 
seems to represent a new idea | 
among radio folks that the artist | 
has more sex appeal if unmarried. | 
Hollywood used to have the same | 


doned it. 
In Chicago a girl crooner married 


keeps up an elaborate pretense even | 


among friends of being single. Un- 


derstanding is that a ‘no marriage’ | 
proviso was slipped into her con- | 





Coates of New Zealand. 


tract a year ago, ; 


fer expert advice, and show you 
the proper form of INSUR- 
ANCE to carry, 


Do business with a firm with 
over twenty years’ experience. 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 
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40 VARIETY 
Retailers’ Own Daily 

Major New. York department 

stores are reported discussing 


among themselves establishment of 
a ‘Merchants’ Journal’ in which to 
do most of their advertising. Such 
an undertaking would be a drastic 
blow at the daily newsapers’ adver- 
tising columns, but this is said to be 
the way the stores feel about it at 
the present time. 

Means of circularizing their own 
daily, and making it interesting 
enough for the women, outside the 
display recounting of the sales of 
the day, is being thrashed out. 

Intent supposedly dates back to 
one department store’s annual furn- 
iture sale, a long established event, 
which some of the other companies 
copied this summer. Whereupon 
the originating store blasted with 
ads telling the public to look around 
but not to buy until its own annual 
sale. Acceptance of this ad is what 
is said to have infuriated the other 
stores to the extent that the pro- 
posed ‘Merchants’ Journal’ crops up 
as a possibility. 





After 62 Years 


‘The Graphic,’ English pictorial 
weekly, notice of whose suspension 
recently was received by subscribers 
in the U. S., had several claims to 
distinction. 

During the 62 years of its exist- 
ence, the paper featured photo- 
graphs of news events done on fine 
color plates and superbly printed. 
‘The Graphic’ was the medium 
through which Dr. Erich Salomon, 
German photographer, whose pic- 
tures of statesmen in unconvention- 
al poses have attracted wide at- 
tention, first drew notice in the 
English-speaking press, The N. Y. 
‘Times’ now handles.a great deal 


of Dr. Salomon’s stuff. 


For years ‘The Graphic’ featured, 
on a world-wide scale, what H. L. 
Mencken’s ‘Amermerk’ now . plays 
up in its ‘Americana’ pages, Le., 
items clipped from papers, large and 
small, exposing national hobbies, 
etc. ; 

Early part of this year, Illustrated 
Newspapers, Ltd., publisher of ‘The 
Graphic’ and seven other English 
Papers, changed its name to ‘The 
National Graphic’ and appointed 
William C. Beaumont, editor of an- 
other publication in the string, di- 
rector. 





‘Tarzan’ Big Business 

Success of Metro's Tarzan plc- 
ture, together with other picturiza- 
tion plans for his Tarzan character, 
has led Edgar Rice Burroughs, the 
Tarzan creator, to believe that he 
can considerably boost the sales of 
his forthcoming Tarzan books. Ac- 
cordingly,, Burroughs, who pub- 
lishes the Tarzan books himself, has 
appointed Michael S. Mill, New 
York, his Eastern distributor and 
general representative to thorough- 
ly work that part of the country 
for the Tarzan books, while Bur- 


‘ roughs himself works the West. 


2s eet 


a gals Se 


Burroughs publishes his Tarzan 


books at Tarzana, Calif., named 
after the Tarzan character, of 
course. His newest book is ‘Tarzan 


Triumphant,’ soon to hit the book- 
stores. 

Complete sales of the Tarzan 
books have been well into the mil- 
lions since the first ‘Tarzan.’ Even 
Burroughs is unaware how many 
copies have actually been sold, he 
having disposed of his early Tarzan 
works outright. 





Hoffman Reviewing Again 

Irving Hoffman is back doing film 
reviews for the ‘N. Y. Journal of 
Commerce.’ Hoffman is also a 
earicaturist. While conducting the 
‘Beau Broadway’ column, for the 
‘Morning Telegraph’ (N.Y.), he il- 
lustrated his own writings. 

Among Hoffman's plaints was the 
fact that the ‘Telegraph’ was using 
his daily column items as a week- 
ly spread in several tabs owned 
by the ‘Telegraph’ or syndicated by 
the latter in other towns. 





Heads ‘Photoplay’ 


Katherine Dougherty, for the past 
12 years’ secretary-treasurer and 
business manager of ‘Photoplay,’ 
has. been selected to succeed the 
late James R. Quirk as president 
and publisher: She will retain her 
duties as treasurer. 

Miss Dougherty joined the maga- 
zine 17 years ago, two weeks after 
Quirk launched the _ publication. 
She will be assisted in her new 
duties by a board of six consisting 
of William T. Walsh, Leonard Hall, 
Frances Kish, Ruth Biery, Sara 
Hamilton and Margaret E. Sang- 
ster. Walsh will act as managing 
editor. 

John S. Tuomey, circulation man- 
,ager, will succeed the late publisher 
en the board of directors. This in- 


ce acne thn i Stel ET OO 


cludes Miss Dougherty, R. M. East- 
man, Frederick Secord and B, C. 
Crawford, 





Pyle’s Libel Suit 
c. Cc. Pyle has a $100,000 libel 
suit against the Los Angeles ‘Rec- 
ord’ which is about to come to trial. 
Based on a story in the daily that 
the promoter had been freed on 


bail on intoxication and evading 
taxi fare charges in San Diego, 
Dec. 24, 1930. Paper published a 


retraction after the first edition, 
since the arrested man was an im- 
poster. 

In ‘Record’s’ answer to the suit, 
10 prior acts alleging non-payment 
of bills and intoxication on the part 
of Pyie were mentioned. Pyle’s at- 
torney tried to have these struck 
out, but Superior Court Judge D. L. 
Edmonds denied the motion. 





Reporter Jailed 


Despite the strength of the Lon- 
don ‘Daily Mail,’ Frederick Budgin, 
one of its reporters, and social sec- 
retary of the Press Club, is in the 
hoosegow. Budgin was convicted of 
obtaining advance information on 
documents filed at Somerset House, 
depository for all legal papers. 

The clerk at Somerst House re- 
ceived a sentence of six weeks and 
Freddy got two months. Appeal was 
taken and despite character wit- 
nesses such as Lord Riddell, presi- 
dent of the Press Club, and mil- 
lionaire owner of the ‘News of the 
World,’ the appeal court declined 
to alter the sentence. 





Femme Iimpersonator’s ‘Hookers’. 


Rae Bourbon, femme impersona- 
tor at the Back Yard Cafe in 
Hollywood, has had his first novel, 
“Hookers,’ published by Smith & 
Co., of Philadelphia. His second 
book, ‘Personal Male,’ has just been 
completed, and a third, ‘Meat Mar- 
ket—A Fairy Tale,’ is at present 
in the typewriter. 

Bourbon formerly was half of 
vaude team of Scotch and Bour- 
bon. 





Morehouse Away—Anderson Back 


Ward Morehouse is out of town 
again, this time on a vacation motor 
trip through the south. Last time 
it was because he was in Hollywood 
making pictures. Stephen Rathbun 
is handling Morehouse’s column on 
the N. Y. ‘Sun’ while he’s away. 
John Anderson, ‘Journal,’ dra- 
matic critic, returned from a Euro- 
pean vacation yesterday (22). 





Sues Her Agents 


Claiming that she has informa- 
tion that David and Ben Hampton, 
her literary agents, have sold ‘Speed 
Ball,’ a short story she turned over 
to them, Winifred Kay Knudtson, 
author, has filed suit In Los Angeles 
Municipal court. 

Authoress asks the New York 
agents for $500. 





Newspaper Club Benefit 
Newspaper club party at Ben 
Riley’s Arrowhead Inn, New York, 
Sept. 8 for benefit of unemployment 
fund with lots of celebs promised, 





Chatter 


Lionel White the handsomest of 
the town’s mag editors. 

Robert Carse being pointed to as 
possibly another Joseph Conrad. 
Ray Long may do a book on that 
South Seas trip of his. 

No longer news that Rian James 
will have another book published. 
This one is ‘Loudmouth,’ about a 
columnist, of course. 

Liveright has finally gotten that 
volume of Hollywood gags from Tay 
Garnett. 

Lord Gorell will come over in the 
fall to lecture. 

Sam Rosen works his typewriter 
in a bathing suit. 

For the author of ‘Little Caesar,’ 
W. R. Burnett composes pretty good 
music. 

Leroy MacLeod was once a news- 
paperman himself. 

E. V. Lucas has written his remi- 
niscences. 

Gordon Kahn trying to place his 
‘A Gentleman’s Guide to New York 
Bars and Speakeasies.’ Jo Swerling 
understood to have pointed out some 
of the places. 

Francis Stuart nominated for the 
Irish Academy of Letters. 

Random House will issue a book 
of George*Gershwin’'s songs at $20 a 
copy. 

McBride has Paul Green's first 
novel, 

Sherwood Anderson going to Rus- 
sia. 

John Herrmann’s first novel was 
barred here. 

P. C. Wren has another French 
Foreign Legion tale coming. 

Rudolph Fisher is currently Har- 
lem's foremost literateur, 





Over-Radioing 





(Continued from page 1) 
| the helping hand for ambitious sta- 
tion operators. 

Only difference between the fac- 
tors in the analogy, say observers 
in the broadcasting business, is the 
foresightedness of the networks. By 


urging the stations to build 50,000- 
watt transmitters, and offering to 
help finance the equipment, the net- 
works have everything to gain, 
while the outlets leave themselves 
open to the eventual control by or 
complete loss of their facilities to 
the creditor chains. 


Wattage Ballyhoo 


Networks figure that the more 
high-powered stations ticketed on 
their affiliate list the easier will it 
be to sell against the opposition. 
This rivalry for big wattage is 
brought home through frequent 
publicity releases on the topic. Re- 
cently Columbia, for instance, sent 
out a squib boasting of the fact that 
in October its ‘programs will pierce 
the air with an increased energy of 
213,500 watts.’ Very next day NBC 
broke loose with a counter blast an- 
noucing that its scheduled increased 
power would amount to 297,000 
watts. 


But beyond this scramble for big 
wattage transmitters there is an- 
other angle more important than 
that of show purposes for prospec- 
tive clients. It’s the attempt to 
counteract the headache spots with 
high-powered transmitters in near- 
by points. Case in point is NBC 
and its manouvering around WLW, 
Cincinnati, an affiliate that is in- 
sisting upon the full local card rate 
for network commercials and pick- 
ing these programs as it sees fit. 
NBC at the present time is trying 
to induce a station not very distant 
from Cincy to build a 50,000-watt 
transmitter for its clear channel, 
with the network offering’ to 
finance the project. Suggested high- 
powered transmitter would cover 
much of the WLW area and do 
much toward disminishing the net- 
work’s worry in that locality. 


Over-‘Powering’ 


By yielding to the urgings of the 
networks, say observers, the major- 
ity of these high-power aspirants 
are going beyond their limits. Very 
few communities, they maintain, can 
afford to support these 50,000-wat- 
ters. They’re oke for the network’s 
purposes, since they provide a good 
sales’ argument for national adver- 
tisers who want wide coverage and 
as few stations as possible to pay 
for. But local advertisers cannot 
stand the rates demanded when a 
staticn jumps its power from either 
5,000 or 10,000 watts to 50,000 watts. 
The latter coverage is so much 
overlapping to them, going ’way be- 
yond their circle of potential sales 
sources. 


Construction of a  50,000-watt 
transmitter entails a cost of around 
$200,000. It also necessitates an 
elaborate engineering staff to main- 
tain it and the eleetr’c juice bill is 
prepcertionately hizsh. Average de- 
preciation of a transmitter is 20% 
@ year, which means that in five 
years a new set of equipment will 
be required. All this lifts the oper- 
ating cost of the outlet and the own- 
er eventlly may find out that the 
income from the community is far 
out of line with expenses. The 
increased rates are apt to drive 
off the old local customers and even 
the nat.onal spot advertisers are 
complaining that the time asking 
price is not commensurate with the 
sales possibilities in the commu- 
nity covered. 


Best illustration of this situation 
is a 50,000-watter located in the 
southwest. Built at the persuasion 
and financial help of a network, in 
due time the ledger showed heavy 
losses. So it resorted to changing 
managers at frequent intervals and 
when this didn’t relieve matters the 
station turned to the network and 
demanded more money for chain 
commercials. It had discovered, ran 
the plaint, that there wasn’t enough 
local business to carry the load of a 
560,000-watter and the only way out 
was to get more money from the 
network, 


Network prevailed upon the sta- 
tion to let it send a staff of speciai- 
ists down and skew the outlet how 
meney could be made, Staff stayed 
a mcuth and the losses were bigger 
than ever. Statler, in despera*'on 
and in the hops of forcing the de- 
mandcad rate increase trom the r.st- 
work, resorted to the practice of re- 
jecting one chain commercial after 
another. But the chain still refuses 
to yield and is biding its. time. 





News From 


the Dailies 





(Continued from page 34) 


geles title to land. They would lose 
all but kitchen of their $50,000 home 
unless lower court order is re- 
scinded, they said in appeal, 





Judgment for $350 back rent 
slapped on Rowland Brown in Los 
Angeles Muny court on eve of di- 
rector’s departure for Europe. 





Margin of 23 votes given Long 
Beach, Calif., Sunday dancing. 





Barbara Bedford drops wage 
claim of $200 against Robert E. 
Tansey of Congress Pictures in Los 
Angeles. 





Ann Alvarado, in Hollywood, re- 
ceived final decree of divorce from 
Don Alvarado, actor. 

Desertion charge offered in Los 
Angeles Superior Court by Mary 
Elizabeth Golden in divorce suit 
against Louis J., theatre manager, 





Los Angeles Superior Court ap- 
proves Rosco Ates’ adoption. of his 
stepchild, daughter of former Dor- 
othy Adrian. 





‘Lysistrata’ cast wins tilt in L. A. 
Superior Court, judge ruling mem- 
bers of vice squad who raided show 
must stand trial on false arrest and 
malicious prosecution charge, 





Glendale, Cal., has turned down 
Thomas Jewell's application to build 
dog-racing plant. 





Metro’s new screen importation, 
Charlotte Susa, arrives in Holly- 
wood from Germany. 





Because her husband said he 
would rather be in San Quentin 
than married to her, Orral Benedict, 
actress, gets divorce in Los Angeles. 





Damages of $7,550 demanded of 
Carlos M. Hernandez, technical di- 
rector, by W. Hopkins, and $5,466 
demanded of Hopkins by Hernan- 
dez, denied in Los Angeles Superior 
Court. Judge ruled fight between 
the two was ‘spontaneous.’ 





Sherif€ William Traeger of Los 
Angeles county temporarily  re- 
strained by Superior Court from 
dismantling Gloria Swanson's home 
to satisfy judgment obtained by 
William Saylor, Ltd. Firm charges 
actress still owes $14,000 on furni- 
ture bill. 





Waldo Tupper, directing rodeo 
phase of 15lst birthday of Los An- 
geles, recovering from _ injuries 
suffered in auto accident. 





Wilson Mizner, m. c. at ground 
breaking for Santa Anita racing 
park, Arcadia, Calif., Park. Will 
include mile track, steeplechase 
course, 13,500-seat grandstand, with 
my enclosure accommodating 





Masquers, Hollywood club of ac- 
tors, staged burlesque on Olympic 
games at annual revel Aug. 21 at 
Uplifters’ Club. 





Harold Duncan, brother of Vivian 
and Rosetta, freed by Los Angeles 
court on rubber check charge. 





For three years Barbara Pierce, 
actress, must be teetotaler, because 
of Superior Court decision in ruling 
on charge of driving while intox- 
icated. Her driver’s license also 
suspended for one year, and she 
must spend the rest of this month 
in jail. 





Motion to dismiss breach of prom- 
ise suit for $50,000 against Ed 
Swope, warden of New Mexico state 
prison, filed in District court in 
Albuquerque by Lora McKenzie, 
actress. 





Roy Del Ruth suffering from in- 
testinal influenza following collapse 
at Radio studio, Hollywood. 





Hitch develops in legalizing race 
betting in California, with Superior 
Judge Malcolm, at Sacramento, 
ordering Secretary of State Jordon 
to show cause why he should not 
be restrained from placing petition 
on November ballot. Injunction 
sought by Marin county taxpayer. 


Mid-West 


An actress who managed to re- 
main unidentified was supposed to 
have frustrated the efforts of Carl 
Ohlson, 36, to commit suicide in the 
Congress hotel, Chicago. She called 
cops and had the melancholy gent 
taken to a sanitarium for a rest 
cure. 











A wife was unearthed to make 
things seem even less attractive for 
Harvey Spencer, 31, the shoe sales- 
man from Peoria who was running 
a nude model racket in Chicago. 
Wifie was surprised. 





Cleveland was to see ‘Sally’ with 





Helen Ford ‘through the promotional 


activities of its indefatigable home 
town producer, Robert McLaughlin, 
And there was to be, also, Donald 
Brian in ‘The Merry Widow.’ 





Omaha reported a gambler mur< 
dered. Grover H. ‘Whitey’ Petty, 
who traveled widely through the 
midwest and gambled extensively 
was shot dead by an unknown killer 
in his home. 





_ Over $14,000 worth of art was dis« 
posed of at a sidewalk open-air 
market in Chicago’s Grant Park. It 
greatly reduced the dizzy spells of 
local painters. 





Murphysboro, Ill., lost its only 
source of film entertainment when 
lessee and lessor made faces at each 
other and kept the house closed. On 
the heels of this calamity the entire 
police force turned in their badges 
when given a salary cut, leaving the 
town bored and helpless. 





Margary Latimer, prairie novelist, 
died in childbirth in Chicago when 
refusing to go to a hospital. Her 
husband, Jean Toomer, is also lit- 
anes Child survives and is doing 
well, 





Waldo Wellington, 21, described 
as a musician, was taken to Passa- 
vant hospital, Chicago, in a dazed 
and beaten condition with a broken 
hip. Police in checking his con- 
fused story brought in his host of 
the evening, William Willis, who 
denied responsibility for his guest's 
condition. 





William Woodcock, 4%, waron- 
man with Ringling’s circus, crushed 
to death when falling from one van 
under another. He was a native of 
Bridgeport, Conn. 





Elmer E. Thayer, 57, once a mu- 
sical comedy actor, and brother of 
another one, O. B. Thayer, died in 
Freeport, Ill. He was the father 
of Tiffany Thayer, prolific novelist. 


Princess Marie Kuczkowska, Rus- 
sian refugee who teaches music at 
Kimball Hall, Chicago, sued her 
husband, ‘cellist with the Cincin- 
nati Symphony orchestra, for di- 
vorce and custody of their 12-year- 
old son. A widow lured him away, 
she alleged. 








Minneapolis is engaged in pro- 
curing funds to saye its symphony 
orchestra from disappearing. Na- 
tional prestige as a cultured burg 
was at stake money-raisers pleaded, 
Needed is $25,000. 





Kay DeMille, adopted daughter of 
Cecil DeMille, will study art at the 
Chicago Institute. Gloria Swanson 
once was a student in the same 
school. 





Andrew Koslow, Jr., fell between 
seats at the circus and parents have 
sued Ringlings for $10,000 damages 
to the boy’s head. 





Marilyn Miller announced in Chi- 
cago that an unmentioned manager 
would star her in an undecided pro- 
duction this fall. 





Elephants from Lancaster, Mo., 
will be boarded at the Lincoln Park 
zoo while in Chicago to appear as 
atmosphere in ‘Aida.’ To be per- 
formed outdoors at Soldiers Field 
Aug. 28. 





Artists’ Models Union has been 
chartered by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to protect the Ameri- 
can working girl from her bosses 
and their men friends. 

Dolly Beck is the Chicago presi- 
dent, and she says the work is hard, 
the pay small, and the men not de- 
voted exclusively to business. Head- 
quarters have been established im 
the Morrison hotel. 





Wilmette, [ll., was getting a wee 
bit peevisk as prudish clubwomen 
swelled the local and _ volunteer 
censor board to 30 members. Village 
authorities were petitioned to tell 
the dames to mind their own busi- 
ness. The legal points will be de- 
b..ted before that august assembly 
Aug. 30. 





Joe Cristea, 28, Yellow Cab driver, 
left Chicago for Italy. In Milan he 
will study music and hopes to re- 
turn to America as a singer. A 
brother connected with the U. 5S. 
legation in Bucharest, Roumania, is 
helping him. 

James C. Petrillo, for the first 
time in years, led a band. It was 
composed of 390 musicians playing 
at .1e Chicagoland Music Irestival 
spons>red by the anti-union ‘Tri- 
bune,’ 

Gesture bespoke a more 
feeling all around. 





kindly 





Teck Publicetions now issuing 
‘Radio News,’ ‘Amazing Stories,’ 
‘Complete Detective Novel,’ ‘Wild 
West Stories’ and ‘Complete Novel 





Magazine.’ 
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Stil Toe Much Family in Radio: 
Find Sponsor's Likes, or No Sale 


Regardless of the millions of dol- 
lars’ worth of surveys, charts and 
data collected by networks and ad 
agencies showing the public prefer- 
ences and_reactions to various types 
of ether entertainment, sponsors 
more than ever are picking their 


shows according to their own per- 
gonal likes and dislikes. This has 
been brought out forcibly and con- 
vincingly, say both network and 
agency execs, during the current 
open season for auditioning of pros- 
pective commercial programs, 
Situation has developed a new 
gales psychology among the chain 
and agency men. instead of trying 
to sell the fellow on what is con- 
sidered best to ballyhoo his product, 
the revised mode is to first find out 
what he personally likes in enter- 
tainment and frame a show embody- 
ing these preferences. If he ex- 
presses favor for a,certain name at- 
traction, get him that name even 
though it is obvious that the par- 
ticular attraction hasn’t a chance of 
appealing to the class to whom he’s 
trying to sell his product. Attitude 
avoids a lot of bickering and a good 
possibility of losing the account. 


The Wife and Kiddies 


Sponsors more than ever make a 
habit of bringing along the wife, the 
daughter or a woman relative, or 
the entire retinue, to get the femme 
reaction to the program. The firm’s 
advertising manager may be con- 
vinced that it’s a great program for 
the product and cite what such and 
such accounts successfully did with 
similar idea, but if the family or re- 
lations’ opinion is unfavorable, that 
finishes it. That program idea is 
out. Whether the family or rela- 
tions would ever have occasion to 
use the product personally, some- 
thing such as only the hardworking 
housewife could only know the 
value of, makes no difference. 


Not so long ago a sponsor ap- 
peared at a network studio with a 
flock of kids belonging to relatives 
and his office staff, on whom he 
wanted to test a juve program that 
particularly appealed to him. The 
kid audience”voted it a great show 
and the network got the contract. 
Two weeks later the program was 
off. A giveaway contest had proved 
conclusively that the program didn’t 
mean a thing. 

Many are the occasions on record 
ofa program being pulled even after 
it clicked big, both from the listen- 
ing percentage and sakes increase 
angles. Recent cancellation of a 
script show, bankrolled by a break- 
fast food distributor, makes an in- 
teresting case in point. 

Sales Charts Ignored 


Head of the company had objected 
to the program from the start, but 
had finally been prevailed upon by 
his advertising manager to give ita 
chance. Week or two after it was 
launched his branch offices wired in 
that the program was going big in 
their localities. Upward moving 
graphs on the sales chart in suc- 
ceeding weeks confirmed these re- 
ports. But still the food products 
magnate didn’t like it, and fre- 
quently fretted his advertising man- 
ager taking it off. 

Agreeing with him was the spon- 
sor’s wife. Here they were, she 
pointed out to him, among the social 
leaders of the community, and there 
was her husband sponsoring a 
broadcast whose serial story glori- 
fied the life and love of a lowly pug. 
If the product had to go on the air, 
why couldn’t his firm pick on a 
Symphony orchestra and_ soloists 
from the concert stage. Then she 
wouldn't have to have any qualms 
about turning on her husband's 
ether contribution while her guests 
were in the same room with the 
loudspeaker. Husband subsequently 
took advantage of the clause in the 
network contract that allowed him 
to cancel on four weeks’ notice. 


WBAL, Off WJZ Syncro., 
Back To Half Time Sept. 1 


Baltimore, Aug. 22. 
Being unable to get a continua- 
tion of its synchronizing setup with 
WJZ, station WBAL here reverts to 
half-time on Sept. 1. This, despite 
the fact that the transmitter, at 
10,000 watts, is the power outlet of 





. the state. 


Will split time with WTIC, which 
also has gone off a sync arrange- 
ment, 











Dialect Plugs 





Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Food products bearing the 
College Inn label will be 
plugged over WENR in a new 
program, musical in nature, for 
housewives. 

Instead of ‘the usual style of 
laudatory spiel by one an- 
nouncer a series of voices will 
be interpolated throughout the 
program. Each voice will ut- 
ter only one sentence. There 
will be various and frequently 
varied voices, each with a dif- 
ferent comment. German, Irish, 
Swedish, Wop, Yiddish, as well 
as Oxford English accents, will 
be mixed up. 

Novelty advertising tech- 
nique is credited to Ben Mc- 
Kenna of the Stack-Goble ad- 
vertising agency. 


CHAINS WORRY 
ON SPOT TIME 
CONTRACTS 


New form of contract for spot 
commercial programs now being 
signatured by the indie stations 
throughout the country promises 
to give the two major networks 
something of big import to worry 
about when the _ fall _ business 
rush starts. These revised contracts 
carry a ‘non-movable’ clause, which 
guarantees the spot advertiser that 
his program will have a fixed spot 
on the schedule and that under no 
circumstances will the session be 
shifted from that particular niche. 


With one of these contracts on his 
hands, a station operator is pre- 
vented from switching the disc show 
to make room for a network com- 
mercial. Pleas or threats from the 
network’s traffic department can be 
of no avail. Affiliated outlet’s re- 
joinder from now on must be de- 
cisive in its regrets that the time 
required for the network is filled by 
a non-movable contract. 

Pellmell shifting of the spot pro- 
grams at the call of network traffic 
men had become a general practice 
among stations. The station repre- 
sentative or time-placing end of the 
business began to find itself in a 
precarious position. Clients were 
squawking in chorus at the frequent 
pushing around their waxed spasms 
were getting. They were paying the 
stations the full local card rate, ran 
the common complaint, and they 
saw no justification for the orphan 
treatment their programs were get- 
ting. One burn-up, often recalled 
among station reps, came from a 
breakfast food distrib, when he 
found that a kid show of his, origi- 
nally scheduled for late afternoon, 
had been gradually nudged up to 
around the 11 p. m. sign-off hour. 

Then came the idea of the non- 
movable clause, with clients taking 
to it readily. In return for the 
guarantee that program stays as 
put, the advertisers agree to a non- 
cancelable clause, assuring the sta- 
tion that the disc show will run the 
maximum amount of. time stated in 
the contract. To get in on the 
choice hours, spot advertisers, who 
plan to go on this fall, have been 
placing their time contracts with 
the stations many weeks in advance, 
or even before they’ve had their 
shows recorded. 

Effect of the spread of the non- 
movable clause contract in the spot 
broadcasting field has already been 
felt by the networks’ sales depart- 
ments. In recent weeks many a deal 
has been jammed up by failure of 
the chain to produce the spots and 
time required because, as it devel- 
oped, a spot advertiser had got 
there first with one of those non- 
movable contracts. 

















MORSE ON RKO AIR STAFF 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Wilbur Morse, Radio p. a., moved 
to studio’s ether department. 

Will write continuity for weekly 
‘Hollywood on the Air’ program and 
act as contact man between home 
lot and other studios figuring in 


‘Serious’ Harmonica Stuff 
By Minevitch on NBC 


Borrah Minevitch and his har- 
monica band commence a series of 
‘serious’ mouth-organ programs 
Sept. 4 on WJZ on a coast-to-coast 
NBC hookup for a half hour in the 
has a 


evening. Minevitch also 
commercial for Eastman Kodak 
Sept. 6. 


The Sunday night harmonica con- 
certs on NBC are probably in line 
with Minevitch’s premiering at 
Radio City. 

Harmonica act, current at Loew’s 
State, Nev York, goes to the Met, 
Brooklyn, then Boston, Baltimore 
and Washington, but will be picked 
up by remote control en route, 


WAXING ‘PENROD’ FOR 
GRATIS TEST SERIES 


Before hooking it up with one of 
the accounts it represents, the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 
is placing a recorded version of 
the Booth Tarkington ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ stories on around 15 stations 
as a test. If after several of the 
series have been broadcast the 
show discloses click possibilities, 
the ad agency figures on getting 
one of its commercials to take over 
the permanent bankrolling of the 
platter. Meanwhile the B-S-H out- 
fit will pay for the station time in 
each instance out of its own funds. 

Agency tried out a similar stunt 
with live talent on WMAQ, Chi- 
cago, last season, It was a script 
show called ‘Bill the Barber,’ with 
the agency itself footing the bill on 
both time and cast for nine weeks 
before bringing in a merchandiser 
to carry the load from then on. 

Test of the program’s popularity 
was a sample giveaway of the 
Jocur Hair Wave product. Mail re- 
turns were sufficient to induce Jo- 
cur, a member of the- Affiliated 
Products group, to subsequently 
record the serial for spot distribu- 
tion in various parts of the coun- 
try. 

Account the agency has in mind 
for the ‘Penrod and Sam’ series is 
the distributor of a breakfast food. 


Radio Dramatic Stock 
In Person for Rep Date 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Howard Keegan of WCFL will 
take 10 of his regular Monday night 
Thespians to the Garfield theatre, 
Milwaukee, to present ‘Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin’ Aug. 28. Booking is in the 
nature of an experiment. 

Piece will be played before a black 
drop with the aid of a microphone 
and a public address system. Idea 
is to test if this method of presenta- 
tion is feasible. 

Another old-time piece just added 
to the WCFL mummers repertory 
is ‘Stranglers of Paris,’ the David 
Belasco thriller of 45 years ago, 

















2 in Tex. Merge 


Houston, August 22. 

KTLC, formerly owned by the 
Houston ‘Post,’ has been consol- 
idated with KXYZ, local station of 
the Jesse Jones interests, which 
operates in the Texas State hotel. 
Tilford Jones, manager of KXYZ, 
announced the consolidation move 
from Washington, following author- 
ization by the Federal Radio Com- 
mission. The ‘Post’ formerly op- 
erated KTLC as an auxiliary sta- 
tion for iocal programs, to give 
time on its big station, KPRC, for 
NBC programs. 

The Jones interests own the local 
CBS outlet, KTRH, which operates 
in the Rice hotel, with KXYZ as 
an auxiliary station. Power of 
KXYZ is to be increased from 100 
watts to 250 watts. Station per- 
sonnel remains the same. 


Keys May Settle 


Three Keys’ contract with WCAU, 
Philadelphia, which that station 
holds, will probably be settled by 
Harry Lenetska, who has the col- 
ored trio under theatre contract, 
having discovered them on a dial- 
hunt for new ether talent suitable 
for stage work. 

The Keys are in for a build-up 
at NBC, with Lenetska managing 
them for stage work. 

WCAU contract is said to be 
without consideration and the agent 
will effect a settlement rather than 
complicate matters when and if the 

















weekly NBC broadcasts. 
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trio clicks later on. 
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Chains Careless Scramble For 


New Biz as Accounts More Cautious 





Hitch Your Wagon 


Hitch your wagon to a radio 
star, or a prospective ether 
satellite. That's the hope and 
ambish of every chiseler 
around Broadway these days. 

Wherever there’s a_ radio 
personality there’s a manager 
in the background collecting 
nicely for himself, up to 25 andy» 
33% in many instances, in ex- 
change for ‘developing’ and 
‘grooming’ the talent during 
its novitiate. 

The agents and managers are 
accordingly all on the qui vive 
for some persorality to take 
under their wing as a pros- 
pective meal ticket. 


CBS REPEATING 
‘GHOST LINEUP 
FOR CHRYSLER 


The mysterious ‘ghost’ audition of 
the Blackett, Sample & Hummert’s 
elaborate radio program, which was 
designed as a 39-week contract, dis- 
closes that the mysterious sponsor 
was to be Chrysler. The automotive 
firm is now reported stalling on any 
ethereal commitment, although a 
second triai period of the program 
is due over the CBS chain, with 
Walter P. Chrysler, Sr., to person- 
ally listen in. He is said not to 














have caught the first test program: 


Chrysler meantime is off the air, 
bowing out of a revival of the Zieg- 
feld idea with the impresario’s 
widow, Billie Burke, mentioned as 
the m.c. and with the same Eddie 
Dowling-Al Goodman _ orchestra- 
Jack Pearl alignment. This is cold 
as Chrysler figures there would be 
too much of a sympathy angle, be- 
cause of the late showman and, if 
the automotive firm re-engages in 
commercial radio, it wants to pro- 
ceed strictly on straight entertain- 
ment appeal. 

Watchful Waiting 

The Blackett - Sample - Hummert 
agency does not represent Chrysler. 
The firm has its own ‘house’ ad- 
vertising representatives. 

Chrysler was interested in the 
‘ghost’ audition but in view of the 
$7,500 to $10,000 cost for the enter- 
tainment lined up, plus a $600,000 
to $800,000 bill for network facilities, 
dependent on whether it’s 39 or 52 
weeks, the automobile manufacturer 
has expressed himself in favor of 
waiting to see market trends, etc., 
and that not until the end of Sep- 
tember, or early October, would he 
be interested in a radio ballyhoo. 

CBS will rebroadcast its ‘ghost’ 








program, which has Warner Broth- 
ers on a tie-in, Sept. 4. 

Layout will be the same as before 
with Abe Lyman’s band, Gus Van, 
Lillian Roth, Aunt Jemima, Gene 
Rodemich’s orchestra, Aileen Stan- 
ley, and Jack Osterman to do the 
m.c.’ing on the eastern end, plus 
Jack Warner introducing various 
stars of his studio at the Coast mike. 
The affiliation would cost WB noth- 
ing, the film company co-operation 
being for a weekly plug of its pic- 
tures. Plan is a different film each 
week with the principal players 
thereof chattering into the ether. 





Ryan’s 5 Mins. 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Atlas Brew has ticketed Quin 
Ryan for 52 weeks to continue his 
program ‘Headline Of Other Days’ 
over WGN. 

Unique time arrangement calls 
for five minutes a day seven days 
a week, 








Satisfies, Renewed 


Ruth Etting has been re-engaged 
by Chesterfield until the first of 
the year, getting a new deal for 14 
weeks from Sept. 28, when she re- 
sumes on her new arrangement. 

The songstress is currently with 
the ‘satisfies’ account and will con- 
tinue until Sept. 10, when she takes 
a fortnight’s vacation. 


—_ —_—___ 


Common tendency among pros- 
pective ether advertisers now is to 
make sure they’ve got a program 
all set to go on before scribbling on 
the proverbial dotted line for net~ 
work facilities. Provides a marked 
contrast with the practice prevail- 
ing a year ago when commercials 
first contracted for time and then 
started to give thought to what it 
wouid do for entertainment. 

Accounts that signed last summer 
for fall entry on the networks with- 
out having a show all framed fig- 
ured over 60%. Today that situa- 
tion is a rarity. Many was the case 
last year of commercials that didn’t 
have a program picked out and 
and ready for launching until a few 
days before the opening date. 

On the New York end both net« 
works are seething beds of audi- 
tions. For the past month or 89 
Columbia has been averaging 26 
auditions for commercials, while 
the tally at the opposition studios 
has been hitting around twice that 
number. Continuity writers have 
been and still are plodding until 
midnite turning out program ideas 
for the sales departments but the 
actual number of contracts netted 
so fac are considerably under the 
total cf fall initiates lined up thiag 
time a year ago, 


Loose Credits 


In the final ledger analysis the 
networks’ anxiety to show its goods 
to prospects this year will be way 
over that of a yearago. Simply due 
to the fact that the sales depart< 
ment of neither chain is taking the 
old precautions of inquiring into the 
prospective client’s financial stand- 
ing ond whether he can afford to 
bankroli the elaborate shows audi-< 
tioned for him. Salesmen in their 
reports, at least, can make an im- 
pressive showing of the number of 
customers they inveigled into their 
studios. 

Failure of the sales departments 
to first size up the account’s spend< 
ing ability is estimated to be cost- 
ing the networks thousands of dol« 
lars 2 week in musicians and mis- 
cellaneous salaries. Case recently 
of a medicinal product manufactur- 
er who after auditioned for him two 
name dance bands and a studio 
symphonic combo of 30 with sev- 
eral vocalists thrown in, allowed 
that all he figured he could afford 
was a string trio and a single 
warbler. 


FAKE COMBO TRADES ON 
DUTCH BAND’S AIR REP 


Milwaukee, Aug. 22. 


WTMJ, the ‘Journal’ station, is 
having considerable difficulty with 
a fake German band aggregation 
playing throughout the state claim- 
ing to be Heinie and his Grenadiers, 
now the outstanding favorite of the 
station. 

Many complaints have been re- 
ceived from theatre and resort man- 
agers who have booked the imi- 
tators under the impression that 
they were getting the ‘Journal’ 
band, only to hear later that Heinie 
and his boys were playing some- 
where else on the date. 

Put on as a late evening feature 
during the first weeks without any 
great hopes for the future, the little 
German band has become a real hit 
and leads in fan mail. 











Virgin Queen Series 
Starting Over KFWB 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
KFWB, which has been broad- 
casting a weekly program, based on 
the life of Henry the Eighth of 
England, will continue series under 
title ‘Virgin Queen.’ Starting Sept. 

4 will deal with Queen Elizabeth. 
Written by Kay Van Riper, dra- 
matic sketches are enacted by group 

of local picture and legit players, 





Cleve.-Chi Move 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 
Gene and Glenn who have been 


broadcasting from WTAM, Cleve- 
land may do their Quaker Oating 
this season in Chicago. Program 
resumes in couple of weeks. 

| It all hinges upon their local 
| Cleveland account, Spang Baking 
1 Co, which was the reason for their 
| sticking in the Ohio town, 
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East 


Edward Raymond of Ware, Mass., 
member of the Waikiki Serenaders 
and leader of Raymond's orchestra, 
both WTAG and WORC features, 
walked down the aisle with Miss 
Helen M. Stellger of Bayonne, N. J., 
on Aug. 8. 

Following the merger of the 
‘Standard’ and ‘Times,’ a twice daily 
program of news items is being 
broadcast by WNBH, New Bedford, 
Mass. 

L. C. (Buck Private) McCollum 
has made a hit with his weekly fea- 
ture on WCAX, Burlington, Vt., en- 
ttled ‘Highlights of the Lost Bat- 
talion.’ 

William Scotti’s Pierre Roof, N. 
Y.. orchestra are on the air five 
nights a week: Tues. and Friday, 





WOR; Wednesday over WJZ; 
Thursday and Friday. WEAF. 
Jerry Branon, tenor, who had 


been touring and broadcasting (on 
a WEAF-NBC network) with Hal 
Kemp’s band, guested with Gordie 
Randall’s orchestra over WGY. 
Branon was a regular warbler over 
WGY at one time. 

Phil Rapp collabs with Georgie 
Price on his comedy material. 

Eddie Conne, the Sound Studios 
exec, and his wife, Bernice Petkere, 
songwriteress of ‘Lullaby of the 
Leaves,’ etc., are now slumming in 
a swank apt. in the Delmonico’s 
hotel. 

The CBS Funnyboners drove in 
from Baltfmore to New York all 
night Thursday to make their Fri- 
day a. m. Oxol broadcast. They 
closed at the Hippodrome, Balti- 
more, Thursday night. 


West 


Harriet Cruise (Kemmer), KFAB, 
has gone CBS for the Pennzoil pro- 








gram. 
KXYZ, Houston, granted permis- 
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sion by FRC to take over KTLC and 


increase power from 100 to 250 
watts. 

KLO, Ogden, moving to Salt Lake 
City. 

Don Smith, singer on KGW, came 


to Seattle for a week on the stage 
with Jack Crawford's band presen- 
tation and was held over for second 


week. 
Henry Francis Parks leaving 
Orvheum, Seattle, as organist, 


readying to go on air at local sta- 
tions in organ numbers and Coffee 
Dan idea of outside talent partici- 





pating. Hours to be midnight to 
2 a.m. probably over KOL and KVI. 

Harry Golub, ex-RKO mer. at 
Salt Lake, now director of public 
relations with KDYL, appointed 
chairman of music and arts com- 
mittee of local chamber of com- 
merce. Golub sings. 

KSL sponsoring ‘Green Cathe- 
drals’ as its share of ‘Around the 
Network.’ Hook-up joins four sta- 
tions. 

Sidney Fox, president, and Phillip 
G. Lasky, director of broadcasting 
of KDYL, flew to San Francisco to 





complete set-up for NBC. 

Beth Whitney, former KDYL 
Breakfast Club entertainer and 
songwriter, had a small part in ‘Big 
Broadcast,’ Par pic. 

Marvin Scott, local piano wiz, will 
lead the band at the Green Dragon. 
Nite spot opens Aug. 31. Scott is 
present band leader at Saltair. 

Val Valente will wield the baton 
when the Cocoanut Grove dance 
ballroom opens. Valente is at pres- 
ent in Portland. 

Day after she was handed her 
walking papers at NBC, Rita Lane, 
soprano, was recalled, and remains 
on staff. 

Saul Sieff has joined KRFC as 
piano soloist. 

Quaker Oats returns Van and 
Don, ‘The Two Professors,’ to the 
air via NBC, Frisco, Aug. 29, after 
two months’ absence. Pair have 
been vacationing in the east. 


Mid-West 


Bisquick, now using Columbia fa- 
cilities, will possibly switch to 
NBC this fall. Conversations are in 
progress. 

WTMJ now using the moving coil 
mike. 

Jack Bundy, WTMJ, started out 

















to be an engineer but finally went 
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JARRETT 


NBC ARTIST 


THIS WEEK (AUG. 18) 


CAPITOL, 


AND TO BE 


NEW YORK 
2nd WEEK 





in BROWN and 





miami a neha Mee nT Sea 


Selected as Leading Juvenile 


New Musical Production 


“FORWARD MARCH” 


HENDERSON’S 
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into vaude and fell into radio work 
in Detroit. 
Everett Cobb, 
now with WTMJ. 
Charles Mercein, WISN, is an ad- 
vertising man when not appearing 
in radio plays. His wife, Eleanor 


formerly WISN, 











Butler Mercein, is dramatic coach 
for the station. 

Marjorie Crossland, known to 
Broadway, appearing in WISN 
plays. 

Bob Stevenson, playwright and 


Minneapolis Community Fund pub- 
licity manager, broadcasting over 
WCCO on intimate local news hap- 
penings as plug for fund. 

WCFL has signed two singers, 
Carl Formes, tenor, and Lorena An- 
derson, winner of Atwater Kent con- 
test. Miss Anderson is a repeat. 


South 


J. B. Roberts, WAPI, Birmingham, 
announcer, has high hopes of going 
around the world on a freighter. 

Della Dean Orr has returned to 
her old job at WKBC, Birmingham, 
as program drector, taking Jimmy 
Merrill's place, latter to devote his 
full time to standing before the 


mike. 

Gene Austin made personal ap- 
pearance over WHAS during his 
engagement at the Rialto, Louis- 


ville. 
Norman Albee added to WHAS 
staff of operators. 


ARRANGERS OUT AMONG 
FRISCO STAFF CHANGES 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 
NBC will drop its staff of ar- 
rangers, letting some out entirely 
and putting others in musicians’ 
chairs. Only new arrangements to 
be used will be on commercials with 
the advertiser paying the fee. Jerry 
Stewartson is the first to get his 
blue slip. 
Piano team of Dell Perry and Os- 
car Young, on air locally for three 
years, is aiso off NBC, with Edna 
Fischer and Newell Chase replac- 
ing. Barry Thompson and Bill 
Kuser, ex-KPO announcers, out, 
with Roger Krupp coming from 
KTAB Sept. 1 to join the NBC 
spieler staff. 
Caltana Christoph and Louise 
Gale, former KFRC vocalists, are 
now doing a program apiece for the 
network. Rita Lane, recently given 
her notice, was recalled after one 
day and is back as staff artist. 


Wonders’ 0. 0. 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Ralph Wonders is in town giving 
the local branch of the Columbia 
Artists Service the once over be- 
fore making several contemplated 
changes. Particularly slated for an 
overhauling is the band depart- 
men, managed at the present time 
by Bob Sanders. 

Wonders figuring on_ splitting 
the band selling assignment be- 
tween two men, which would keep 























one around Chicago and the other 
constantly on the road making 
prospect contacts and scouting for 
likely mike material. 


Airing South 
Chicago, Aug. 22, 

Eddie South, colored maestro, gets 
his first network station airing over 
WMAQ with his booking into Via 
Lago cafe. 

Previously South was heard over 
the independent WIBO. 


NBC Ousts King 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 
Jean Paul King, one of the vet- 
€ran announcers of the Chicago 
area, was suddenly let out last week 
at NBC. 
He will freelance. 

















ANSON WEEKS’ BAD GAM 
San Francisco, Aug. 22. 
Anson Weeks is hobbling about 
on a cane suffering from an injured 
foot. He directed his recent Lucky 
Strike program from a wheel chair 
parked in front of the band at the 
Hotel Mark Hopkins, 





Francis, Day & Hunter have taken 
Bolton Music’s ‘When We Ride on 
the Merry-Go-Round’ for England. 





‘We're All With You, Mister 
Hoover,’ by Robert Mack, is one of 





the first campaign songs out, 





———— 

















- Little Bits from the Air 
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CBS sequences of programs on 
WABC stand out. Whether by de- 
sign or accidental, the commercials 
and sustaining, as assorted on 
WABC, shape up better in variety 
and quality. 

While radio audiences have their 

favorites, and twirl dials at will— 
they used to fish around for Rudy 
Vallee during his break-ins on 
WMCA and the lesser stations-— 
there's no question but that the 
general quality and routining of one 
or another key station is an advan- 
tage all around to that company. 
If WABC manages to first command 
dial-in attention, and if the radio is 
left operating so that the quality 
is on the same par, it’s a break for 
the rest of the commercial sponsors 
that evening. 
The public's inherent laziness was 
the downfall of phonograph records, 
as is well known. It’s too easy to 
tune in on a station and let it rest 
there; too much trouble changing 
disks. And similarly, the bridge 
players or comfy-chair newspaper 
readers will just as leave not bother 
getting up to twirl dials if one sta- 
tion services satisfactorily. 





Jay C. Flippen and his Flippen- 
cies on WABC are okay light com- 
edy for 15 minutes. Flippen will 
land commercially soon, or should. 
That goes also for those energetic 
4 Eton Boys in support. 





The Chesterfield Street Singer, 
as Arthur Tracy is now billed, more 
than satisfies during hig 15-minute 
radio stint on CBS. The program 
is smoothly paced, sans much in- 
terruption and ballyhoo, and is su- 
perb institutional ballyhoo for the 
ciggie firm. 

That ‘Merry Widow’ medley was 
a corking orchestral interlude, as 
was ‘Allah’s Holiday’ and the finale 
‘Star Dust,’ which Tracy revived 
vocallr He also registered with 
the Hebrew chant, ‘Rachem,’ deliv- 
ered in fine voice. 

There isn’t much ostentatious 
showmanship about this Friday 
night interlude, but it’s showmanly 
delivered none _ the less. That 
cheerio finale of ‘see you then,’ in 
breezy. colloquialism, upon hberald- 
ing Ruth Etting on the morrow, is 
as effective a come-again invitation 
as if it had been superlatively 
heralded. 

They’re learning, these radio ad- 
vertisers., 





Whiteman’s Pontiac half 
hour was chock full of variety. 
Everybody had an inning. Roy 
Bargy and Ramona at the grands, 
Jack Fulton, Jr. Red McKenzie, 
the Rhythm Boys and the rest, not 
forgetting the maestro’s own re- 
markable orchestrations. 


Paul 


ticularly noteworthy. 





Jacques Fray and Mario Brag- 
giotti are a bit too Chopiniana for 
best pop appeal on WABC. That 
was just what they did, with a 
long Chopin introductory when, if 
they lightened it up a little, as with 
their finaling, ‘You're Blase’ and 
‘Hold My Hand,’ they’d more than 
hold their own against the lighter 
competish at that late hour of the 
evening. 

At 10:15-10.30, the stayer-uppers 
are partial to the more rhythmic 
stuff and, while it might be deduced 
that anything in contrast to the 
bands had a chance on that very 
fact alone, it’s too tough an assign- 
ment for just two pianos. After 
all there’s lots of good late hour 
full symphony stuff so they're not 
filling a void along those lines. 

Frey and Braggiotti are still in- 
herently of the lighter school and 
their formula programing of ‘heav- 
ier’ opening stuff ought to be eased 
up. However, there can be no dis- 
pute with their corking arrange- 
ments. 





Burns and Allen have made their 
‘dumbness’ a fine art. While close 
analysts of their style of delivery 
and material may wax captious over 
the certain formula punches when 
the cute Gracie Allen socks home a 
kicker, the fact remains that this 
team has won dial-concentration for 
the Robert Burns cigars in a highly 
flattering degree. 

That the material must be con- 
stantly fresh is the more to their 
credit. and of course George (Nat) 


‘/ Burns’ swell foiling for his partner- 


wife is not the least of it. That 
goes double for the Guy Lombardo 
dansapation. 

It's as amazing that the comedi- 
ans have maintained their excellent 
pace as is the distinctive unction 
with which the Lombardos invest 
the Burns programs. Unction and 
dance music may sound somewhat 
awry as a coupling for a dance com- 
bination, but nonetheless it applies, 
as the band at no time permits it- 
self to deviate from a high standard 
of program and performance. That's 
no easy task with the highly com- 
petitive dance band field, but the 
Lombardos evidence judiciousness 
in the selection of their songs, in- 





cluding certain time-honored mu- 





sical comedy favorites, such as ‘Tea 
for Two,’ ‘Say It With Music,’ etc 
which don’t hurt. ” 

The surns ad spiel has also 
evolved a rather cute libretto of a 
thumbnail dialog sketch, laid at the 
N. ¥. Yacht Club, with sundry 
voices engaging in a not too artifi- 
cial bit of palaver which ingenu- 
ously, yet not too subtly, works ia 
the plugs for the seegars. 





Jack Benny was in good form on 
last week's program, having evolved 
sundry effective gags for plugging 
Canada Dry. In line with the recent 
trend toward a humorous plug for 
the sponsor, he is sugar-coating and 
making palatable what is usually qa 
boresome interlude in the best of 
programs. Such a crack as when 
he paralleled the backfield members 
of a football team and added ‘a 
nickelback for your empty bottle of 
Canada Dry,’ serve their purpose 
satisfactorily without bothering 
anybody. 

Ethel Shutta also did well by ‘tT 
Lost the Man I Found.’ George Ol- 
sen'’s music started off nicely. too, 
with a foxtrot arrangement of 
‘Liebestraume,’ including a little of 
‘Samson and Pelilah’ in the ar- 
rangement. 

However, those prop laughs by 
the studio personnel still ring blah, 
It’s strictly an intra-studio builder- 
upper, and highly artificial in its 
audible microphonic effect. The 
stuff doesn’t need that pulmotoring 
to register. 





Countess Olga Albani’s ‘I'll Never 
Be the Same’ on Cities Service was 
plenty pkay, too. 
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All the arrangements were par-- 
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The Biggest Smallest Attraction 
on Radio and Stage 


Headlining—State Lake, Chicago, Aug. 23 
Dir.: WEBER-SIMON 



























JOHN 


HEVL 


(TENOR) 
After 16 weeks on WOK, am tak- 
ing a vacation. To resume my 
activities on the air Labor Day. 
Permanent Address: 729 Amster- 
dam Ave., New York 
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READYING G.0P. AIR 
PROPAGANDA IN WEST 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 
John Elwood, NBC v.-p. in charge 
of operations, was in Chicago last 
week with Ted Allen of the NBC 
gales department to confer with Re- 
politicians on pending 


Standing By 





All out,of town stage book- 
ings for Colonel Stoopnagle and 
Budd are off until another 
sponsor has been found for the 
pair. Columbia wants them 
close at hand, so that they can 

. be available for auditions. 

Boys leave the Ivory Soap 

program this Friday (26). 


A. T. GRABS MOLLISON 
FOR $2,000 AIR SCOOP 


Enterprise of a commercial on ra- 
dio scooping the world was wit- 
nessed Saturday night (20) when 
Lucky Strike picked up Capt. James 
A. Mollison, the lone Scott trans- 
VAtlantic flier, from the Admiral 
Beatty hotel, St. John’s, New Bruns- 
wick, Canada. Aviator short waved 
to England and with the Carabelli 
orchestra from Buenos Aires al- 
ready hooked up, it gave the 
doughty Scott a world-wide cover- 
age. 

Stunt cost Lucky Strike only $2,- 
000 for the land wire to the aviator’s 
room in the hotel and he received 
no remuneration from Lucky Strike, 
according to the report. American 
Tobacco Co.’s agent in New Bruns- 
wick arranged the stunt, 

No advance publicity on the Cap- 
tain’s talk, it having been arranged 
on short notice, but it managed to 
scoop the world with an impressive 
explanation of an epochal flight, as 
the Captain is not only making his 
first visit to New York but he is 
planning an immediate return with- 
in the week. 


4 for NBC 


New business tally for NBC last 
week took in a coffee account, a 
food canning outfit, and a petroleum 
refiner. Same time Edgeworth To- 
bacco came through with a renewal 
for another 13 weeks effective with 
Sept. 14, 

Continental Oil brings Carveth 
Wells back to the network Dec. 7 
for a weekly adventure spiel over 
24 stations. Other two new ac- 
counts will originate out of Chicago. 
They are Folger’s Coffee, starting 
Sept. 26 over a special midwest and 
southwest hookup, and Monarch 
Brand Food Products, set to embark 
on the basic blue network Oct. 2. 
Former has obligated itself for 20 
weeks, while the canner has con- 
tracted for 13 weeks. 

Coffee roaster will use the same 
script show, ‘Jane and Judy,’ it had 
on CBS last season, on a five-day- 
a-week basis. For its entertainment 
draw, Monarch brands has picked 
on a mystery tenor and a string 
trio. 











publican 
broadcasts. 

Senator Henry J. Allen, head of 
the publicity committee of the Na- 
tional Republican organization, will 
headquarter through the campaign 
at the Palmer house here. Ben 
Pratt, recently given the title of 
director of public relations for NBC 
in Chicago, will probably establish 
an office at the Palmer House to 
contact the G. O. P. 


Charis All Set 


Charis Musical Revue returns to 
CBS Sept. 6 with Helen Nugent and 
Ben Alley on the warbling end, and 
the instrumental background fur- 
nished by Ann Leaf at the organ 
and a string trio. 

New hookup gives the quarter- 
hour show a link of 52 stations. 
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PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
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COAST-TO-COAST 
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WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIO 
Presents 


L an PETE 


(Have You Had Your 
Iron Today?) 


12:45 P, M. E.S.T. 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday— 
WIZ 




















Chicago, Aug. 22. 


Irene Wicker and Marge Evans 
will be ‘Judy and Jane’ in a new 
program of that name which Folger 
Coffee will launch Sept. 26. Sched- 
uled daily for 2:15 p. m. 

Blacket-Sample & Hummert is 
the agency; NBC network. 





Tuesday & Thursday—WEAF ae : 
. Insidious Oriental 


Plug for Italian Balm 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 























CRRSKERS Jack Bailey will impersonate the 
insidious Dr. Fu-Manchu in the 
radio materialization of the clever 

ROBERT Chinese. 
BURNS Fred Ibbett of McCann-Erickson 
agency is now casting the thriller 

PANETELA which starts over the Columbia net- 

WABC work through WBBM Sept. 29 for 
Every Campagna Italian Balm. 
Evening 


RADIO HAZARDS IN TEXAS 


A Houston, Aug. 22. 
BURNS > ALLEN With several miles of power lines 
down between the downtown studio 
Dir.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY and the transmission plant at Deep 
/ — Water, KTRH, made a quick switch 
of programs when the tropical hur- 
ricane struck. 

CBS programs were put on the 
air over KXYZ, where Manager 
Tilford Jones, Program Director 
Hayne Hall, Hal Norfleet and the 
staff stood by all night to relay re- 
ports of the progress of the hurri- 
cane through South Texas. 








. RAYMOND PAIGE 


Masieal Pirector KHJ, Los Angeles 
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPHONY 
July 29th 
Directing Gershwin’s “‘American in 
Paris” and the Belcher Ballet 





why, 

















KUZNETZOFF 
NICOLINA 


24th CONSECUTIVE WEEK 


“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF 





and 





‘SEKATARY HAWKINS’ 
HIMSELF ON THE AIR 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Robert Franc Schulkerts, origina- 
tor of the cartoon strip, ‘Sekatary 
Hawkins,’ will perform all the char- 
acters therein when the strip is 
broadcast for MRalston’s Purina, 
starting Oct. 4 from Chicago over 
NBC. 

Schulkerts will carry an average 
of five impersonations per program. 
He will broadcast twice daily, once 
for eastern stations at 5:45 and 
again at 6:45 for the western hook- 
up. 

Strictly <. kid program, ‘Sekatary 
Hawkins’ is not new to the air. 
Schulkerts performed a radio ver- 
sion previously over WLW, Cincin- 
nati, and leased out the script to 
WTMJ, Milwaukee, and to one or 
two other spots, notably Buffalo, 
where the radio tied in with the 
newspaper carrying the strip. 

Agency is Batten, Barton, Durs- 
tine & Osborne. 


KFJF Resumes Oct. 1 


Oklahqma City, Aug. 22. 

Station.KFJF, off the air for sev- 
eral weeks, will resume broadcast- 
ing in the Biltmore hotel about Oct. 
1, with a new W. E. five-kilowatt 
transmitting set. Dudley Shaw, 
president of the National Radio 
Mfg. Co., which operates the sta- 
tion. 

KFJF recently was purchased by 
the Southwest Broadcasting Co., 
which afterwards merged with Pan- 
American Broadcasting, which owns 
four stations outright and controls 
15 additional, all in Oklahoma and 
Texas. 


CBS-NBC Salt Lake Switch 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

NBC has dropped KSL, Salt Lake, 
with that station going CBS. The 
town’s former Columbia station, 
KDYL, has switched to NBC. 

S. S. Fox and Philip G. Lasky, 
owners and operators of KDYL, 
were here this week ironing out de- 
tails of their NBC affiiation with 
Don E. Giman and other western 
execs of the network. 

NBC claims no co-operation from 
KSL on chain programs, station 
having been unwilling to accept 
network sustainers or chain com- 
mercials instead of local commer- 
cials. 

Shift gives NBC with a local out- 
let shooting 1,000 watts, while the 
CBS ally is slated to go from 5,000 
to 50,000 waits around Oct, 1, 


It’s Leo or Ted 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Schaeffer Pen anticipates a re- 
turn to the wavelengths this fall 
via NBC. 

Now trying to decide between 
Leopold Spitalny and Ted Weems 
to head a once weekly musical pro- 
gram. 


























KFWB’s Chatter Tipoff 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Sara Langman, former fan mag 
writer, has joined KFWB staff as 
writer. 
She will also be spotted on a pro- 
gram to tell of her experiences in- 
terviewirg Hollyweod celebs. 





Beaucoup Jawing 
Chicago, Aug. 22. 
Wrigley’s jaw-exerciser goes back 
on the cosmos Aug. 29 with five 
weekly gobs of ‘Myrt and Marge’ 
and three weekly gobs of ‘Indian 


Lore.’ 
Columbia networks for both. 





Sax Player Called Cruel 


San Francisco, Aug. 22 


proceedings were filed 
by Georgia HEastmond, 
Earl East- 


Divorce 
this week 
against her husband, 





mond, radio sax player, on grounds 
of cruelty. 

Mrs. Eastmond was _ formerly 
cashier at several downtown the- 
atres. They have one child. 

Oil’s 13 
San Francisco, Aug. 22. 
Arzen Nasal Oil begins a once 


weekly quarter hour program over 
Orange network of NBC on No”. 16, 
Thirteen-week contract. 


Music-Radio Interests In Huddle 
On Compromise for Ether Rights 





Strong possibility of the music 
men and the broadcasters getting 
together on a compromise contract 
with:n the next two weeks now 
looms, despite the rejection by Tin 
Pan Alley of radio’s latest proposi- 
tion. That both sides are anxious 
to arrive at a settlement by Sept. 1, 
when the current license fee con- 
tract expires, is clearly indicated by 
the fact that, regardless of the re- 
jection, reps from the contending 
camps are meeting today (23) to 
resume discussions across the table. 

After three weeks of total quiet 
as far as the music men were con- 
cerned, the broadcasters suddenly 
met in Atlantic City and drew up 
a revised proposition for considera- 
tion by the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. 
Among those who attended the AC 
confab were Harry Shaw, president 
of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, Philip Loucks, the 
NAB managing director, and A. L. 
Ashby, NBC’s chief counsel and a 
network v.p. Deal that came out of 
this gathering asked the society for 
a five-year contract, with a grad- 
uating scale to apply on the gross 
commercial business done by the 
stations. Proposal set a 2% tax on 
each of the first two years, a tilt to 
3% for the year 1935 and a fee of 
4% for both 1936 and 1937. 

Only For Three Years 


verbally notified that this proposi- 
tion was not acceptable to the so- 
ciety. To begin with, the radio men 
were advised, any contract entered 
into with the society would have to 
be limited to three years. Latter 
info came as a distinct surprise to 
the broadcasters, for it had always 
been the society itself that had in- 
sisted upon a long term agreement. 

What caused the change of mind 
on the term angle, it develops, was 
the discovery by the society that the 
contract it holds with the com- 
posers, authors and publishers ex- 
pires Dec. 31, 1935, and that any 
deal made by the organization for 
beyond this period would be invalid. 
To give the broadcasters a five-year 
contract would entail getting the so- 
ciety’s members to extend their 
present agreements with ASCAP. 
Outside of the labors involved and 
the time it would take to get these 
signatures, the ASCAP directors 
concede that the rank and file of 
the organization would oppose any 


RKO PROGRAM IS CHI’S 
RADIO ORPHAN ON NBC 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Chicago RKO program which had 
been from 8-8:30 Wednesdays will 
be tossed around for the next sev- 
eral weeks until NBC gets set on 
its new commercials tor the fall. A 
new permanent time will then be 
arranged. 

Meanwhile last week (17) the 
wiring of the College Inn cut the 
RKO program to 15 minutes. Bobbie 
Meeker orchestra took 8-8:15 and 
RKO the balance of the half hour. 











Ezstern Air Studios Now 
Want Plenty of Leg Art 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 


Chiin press agents, realizing fu- 
tility of peddling straight artist's 
pictures to the papers, have turned 
sexy. 

Calls from the east to local p. a.’s 
is now for plenty of leg art. Re- 
quests are also for drawing room 
type of soprano to wear abbreviated 
costumes and show the gams if they 
expect to hit the magazines and 
dailies. 


Broadcasters yesterday (22) were. 








such extensions of their tickets af 
this time. 

Counter proposal now made by 
the society is for a downward re= 
adjustment of the sustaining pro- 
gram music fees, with the broad- 
casters free to choose either a year’s 
or three years’ contract. If radio 
prefers to sign for a singleton annum 
the society’s demand calls for a flat 
5%. On a three-year basis it’s to 
be 3% for 1933, 4% for 1934, and 
5% for 1935. 

Meeting today (23) is the first 
time the music and radio men faced 
each other across the table since 
the blow-up of negotiations three 
weeks ago. Tin Pan Alley had 
agreed to accept a compromise offer 
of $1,250,000, that would have given 
it $250,000 more than received in 
fees the past year from radio, but 
the NAB reps underwent a change 
of mind and declared the increase 
excessive. Pourparlers reached an 
impasse when the society refused to 
accept a substantial reduction from 
this figure and the broadcasters folk 
lowed this up with an announce- 
ment that all discussions were off, 
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THREE KEYS 
Colored Rhythmic Trio 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

Bob (Pease), piano; Slim (Fur- 
ness), guitar, and Bon Bon, vocalist 
—although all sing in trio also— 
comprise the highly touted Three 
Keys whom NBC made the mistake 
of overselling, saved only by the 
fact that the trio is possessed of an 


intrinsic distinction which, in a 
measure, supports the over-gen- 
erous gobs of ballyhoo accorded 


their big league radio advent. 

It was this fulsome exploitation 
which more or less prejudiced the 
Three Keys, some of the radio com- 
mentators even assuming an ad- 
verse, preconceived captiousness to 
anything that couldn’t possibly be 
as good as all that—or such was the 
peculiar mental attitude of those 
who deal in ballyhoo themselves, 
but who, perversely, sometimes re- 
fuse to become innoculated too 
much with it. 

It was thus that the Three Keys 
required, in all dispassionate fair- 
ness to their torrid stuff, review 
and re-review quite a few times, to 
definitely overcome this captious- 
ness which many in the profesh 
manifested against them. 

For the trio is good—plenty! 
They're there with an odd-styled 
rhythmic idea all their own, and 
they can take it onto anybody's 
platform and make the customers 
like it in person as well as via the 
mike. 

-It’s different, peppy, full of 
rhythm, novel and entertaining all 
in one. The Three Kevs, in Slim, 
boast the hottest guitarist this side 
of Eddie Lang, than whom there is 
no whomer in the futuristic school 
of rhythmania. These hot strings 
should intrigue the college element 
which plunks on something or other 
when they get back to school and 
can tune in while they’re supposed 
to be studying. 

Trio hail. from Chester, Pa., and 
for a while wor'ed on WCAU, 
Philadelphia, under the billing of 
the Three Blue Spades. Probably 
as a result of the advance ballyhoo 
put’ on by the network, the Philly 
outlet new claims that it -has the 
boys under contract, and has writ- 
ten NBC that legal efforts would be 
made to protect WCAU’s rights to 
the team’s exclusive services. At the 
same time several \aude agents 
here and Philly are also claiming a 
finger in the pie. 

Their stuff is bluer than blue, as 
is superlatively heralded in the in- 
troductory spiel, but, what is more, 
the trio must be under expert 
guidance in their partiality to the 
familiar type of melodic rhythmpa- 
tion. They take ‘Paradise,’ for ex- 
ample, do it more or less straight 
(at least as straight as a hot-cha 
combo of this character can do it) 
and then ‘go to town’ with it, 
making ‘Paradise’ listen very devil- 
ish. Similarly, the melodically 
rhvthmic ‘Baby’s Birthday Party’ is 
an excellent substance for their 
shindigs, at the same time not get- 
ting too far away from it. 

Stuff like their ‘Georgia Bo-Bo’ 
and the finale fol-de-rol is enough 
native hi-de-hi for the straight jazz 
addicts. In toto, they are neither 
Calloway nor Mills Bros. 

They are spotted at 10:30 nightly’ 
for 15 minutes on Thursdays, Fri- 
days, Saturdays and Sundave a 
generous opportunity to make their 
impression on the public. 

There are some who contend they 
should have been permitted to ooze 
into the public consciousness, for 
80. are genuine radio names made, 
but here’s a trio that'll fast focus 
dial-in attention. They're too re- 
freshing and different to be denied 
this sort of specialized attention. 

It’s for this reason principally, 
possessing the basic wherewithal to 
click, that perhaps the over-bally- 
hoo was somewhat out of place. 
Only the trade knows to what de- 
gree NBC went for the builder- 
upper. It included a special one 
sheet, the first time ever gotten out 
On any artist, and the usual prop 
wires to the radio editors_ calling 
attention in superlative manner. A 
little judicious modesty down the 
line would have had a better psy- 
chological effect all around. But, 
regariless, the Three Keys are 
clickers. Abel. 





KING KILL KARE 
Singing, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

Wheatsworth, a subsid of the Na- 
tional Biscuit Company, picked this 
one as an early morning reminder 
for its product. Unbilled single on 
the session tosses off a bit of whist- 
ling, a couple of what are supposed 
to pass as comedy song numbers 
and a spasm of chatter about old 
King Kill Kare and his merry crew. 
Besides this he lends the announcer 
a hand in dealing out the. plug. 

For a cheerio messenger of the 
new day there’s too much of a 
raspiness to the lad’s voice, with 
the style of delivery reminding 
something of the Walter O'Keefe 
manner. But to those accustomed 
to turning on the set upon arising 
this likely won't mean a thing. 
Psychologists say it takes an in- 
dividual an hour or so to come into 
full consciousness after awakening. 

Curious sidelight on the plug ma- 
terial is it’s failure to associate at 
any point the biscuit brand with 
mailk. Odec. 


DELMAIZ NIBBLETTS 

With Pratt and Sherman 
Comedy 
Commercial 
KYW, Chicago 

Advertisers remain perpetually 
sensitive about spoofing in connec- 
tion with their product. But when 
some advertiser does let down its 
hair the result is often advertising 
so nicely sugar-coated as to be both 
palatable and appetizing. Such is 
Delmaiz Nibblets. 

To start with, there’s imagination 
behind that name. It’s nothing more 
nor less than a can of corn. There 
are hundreds of brands of canned 
corn, but Delmaiz Nibbletts invests 
the humble kernels with new dig- 
nity. They call their product ‘corn 
on the cob without the cob.’ Which 
proves that even the simple com- 
monplaces of mercantilism can be 
glorified. 

Pratt and Sherman are intelli- 
gent lunatics who weave the story 
of their product into their topsy- 
turvy idiocies. They use humor to 
soften the blight of commercialism. 
By tomfoolery the message is deliv- 
ered to friendly listeners and more 
people will remember Delmaiz Nib- 
blets happily than if the usual spell- 
binder, a-quiver with culture and 
diction, assassinated good-will with 
a typical advertising harangue. 
Even the inevitable contest has a 
certain brightness and worthy self- 
control. Not Delmaiz Nibblets but 
prosperity is the subject of the one- 
sentence essay to be written on a 
wrapper. Prizes are $100 in cash 
plus 25 cases of corn each week. 
Listeners are supposed to send in 
some cbserved incident or anecdote 
from their neighborhood which 
presages the return of prosperity. 
For example: ‘The man next door 
had his first hair cut in four 
months.’ Or, ‘Mrs. Jones has re- 
placed that plate glass window that 
was broken in 1929.’ 

To give the idea and accentuate 
the glad tidings the program itself 
culls from the daily press various 
items that point the same way. 
After each announcement Rex Mau- 
pin’s orchestra gives a chord in G to 
punctuate, 

A surprisingly effective program 
that remains intensely commercial 
but keeps its nonchalance. Land, 





YOUR POEM FESTIVAL 

With Elmo Russ, Norman Pearce 
Sustaining 

WPCH, New York 


Only on a New York outlet could 
anything of this stripe and type 
get a chance for release. If any 
program can claim a class audience, 
distinctive unto itself, here's the 
candidate, and a curious oné at that. 


Once a month the station sets 
aside one full hour for the reading 
of contributed poems. Idea is an 
elaboration of a daily quarter hour 
program conducted by Elmo Russ, 
the WPCH organist, and framed 
along the same lines. Only in the 
latter case Russ alone does the 
reading of the contributions. For 
the monthly festival Russ invites 
the contributors into the studio and 
before the mike. Around the elec- 
tric ear piece they sit reading and 
applauding one another’s verses, 
making a truly appreciative au- 
dience. Limited as may be the 
appeal of this session, it at least 
affords an outlet of release for those 
gentle souls who have probed deep 
and must tell the world of their 
findings. 

By the mob, or the general lis- 
tener, the program would be set 
down as the nerts. But Russ isn’t 
interested in the mob or general lis- 
tener, but in that limited circle that 
writes poetry and enjoys reading 
it or having it read. Russ, ob- 
viously, knows better than to put 
it on raw. Instead he embellishes 
it with various instrumental trim- 
mings, feeding it out over the wave- 
length to the poets’ friends, family 
and relatives to the accompaniment 
of an orchestra, organ or piano and 
frequently put to song. 

Much of it sounds brutal and that 
goes for both the versifying and the 
declaiming interpretation given by 
the reader. Occasionally a bit of 
talent streaks through. But judg- 
ing from the verse fest put on 
Thursday (18) night, the nugget is 
a rarity. Idea of the genre then 
caught can be deducted from such 
titles as ‘Love Is an Oasis,’ ‘West- 
bury Avenue in Spring, in Autumn,’ 
and ‘On Se@ing the Statue of Peter 
Pan in Kensington Garden.’ Free- 
for-all brought out a flock of bom- 
bastic reciting, off-key chanting and 
bad warbling that at times gave the 
impression that somebody was 
staging a gag or was trying to put 
on an imitation of NBC's ‘Station 
KUKU’ session. 

M.c. of the affair, Norman Pearce, 
was described as the ‘batchelor poet 
of the air.’ Pearce read several of 
his own manufacture and at other 
intervals told how he first came to 
appreciate the beauty of poetry, giv- 
ing frequent vent to his awe finding 
so much amazing talent brought out 
by the festival. At one _ point 
Pearce, apparently due to his high 
state of enthusiasm, lost his sense 
of orientation and announced the 
program coming from station 
WMCA. But outside of that insig- 
nificant slip it was a swell pow- 
wow, at least for the gathered 
poetizers and the declaimer of their 
works. Odec. 





CHICAGO BASEBSLL 
Daily 

Commercial 
WGN—Quin Ryan 
WBBM—Pat Flanagan 
WIBO—Norman Koss 
W MAQ—Hal Totten 
WCFL—Bob Hawk 
WJKS—John O'Hare 

Another season of this sort of 
thing and the Federal Radio Com- 
mission may have to step in. Or 
admit that the public should take 
anything that’s handed 'em and like 
it. This is the second year of dedi- 
cating every afternoon of the sea- 
son to baseball. Which would be 
okay if it was just one or two sta- 
tions, but most of the time it’s im- 
possible to tune in anything except 
baseball. 

On a week-day afternoon it’s bad 
enough, but on Sundays with every- 
body that owns a radio a potential 
user thereof, forcing baseball from 
one end of the dial to the other is 
grossly inconsiderate,. It may pos- 
sibly originate in the influence the 
various announcers have upon their 
stations. Quin Ryan is station. man- 
ager of WGN, Pat Flanagan is a 
business-getter at WBBM and Nor- 
man Ross at WIBO is important 
enough to be 24-sheeted on bill- 
boards. These men and their con- 
temporaries on the other stations 
live, eat, think and privately talk 
baseball. They possibly find it hard 
to realize that many quite virile 
males are indifferent to the daily 
labor of hired athletes. Certainly 
very few women, in the mass, care 
anything about baseball, 

Even more pointed is the short- 
sightedness of allowing professional 
sports broadcasts to cause the can- 
cellation of a program involving the 
President of the United States. 
That happened Sunday (14) when 
Columbia barred the Hoover- 
Knights of Columbus ceremonies 
out of Chicago while its. three 
stations, WBBM, WGN, and WJKS 
duplicated each other broadcasting 
the same baseball game. 
‘Moonshine and.Honeysuckle’ by 
Lulu Vollmer admittedly one of the 
finest and most adult sustaining 
programs ever developed on the 
radio and standard over WBBM for 
two years, was also cancelled be- 
cause the White Sox had a double- 
header. Another freeze was the 
48th Highlanders band of Toronto, 
as well as many other programs 
of varying importance and popu- 
larity. Baseball, like the United 
States mail, appears to have the 
right of way on everything. 

This p?ranoia that a routine game 
or any game is worthy of extended 
play-by-play reporting of six sta- 
tions all at the same time has al- 
ready caused considerable -resent- 
ment. It is true that summer is the 
slack time on radio and that it’s 
the time when anything and every- 
thing is slipped in and over. But 
still there’s no alibi for this Chicago 
condition which is unparalleled any- 
where in the country. 

Unless the local stations halt the 
practice or regulate it among them- 
selves pressure seems inevitable for 
what it amounts to is just this: 
Thousands of receiving sets in the 
city of Chicago are useless to their 
owners something like 150 after- 
noons a year! Land, 





‘EYES IN THE DARK’ 

Episodic 

Sustaining 

WMBI, Chicago 

Rare indeed to tune in on a re- 
ligiously owned station and pick up 
anything remotely intended as mere 
entertainment. Moody Bible Insti- 
tute forgets itself sufficiently for 
half an hour on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday to give its 
adherents installments of a con- 
tinued story by Jenoby Bird. 

True, there is a Sunday school 
grafted into the tale and intermit- 
tent references to gospel, yet the 
story runs otherwise to mystery 
melodrama. And quite diverting in 
a simple forthright way. Working 
up to a climax sufficient to bring 
many stay-at-homes back to the 
dials next day, it’s a pink pill thrill 
for church people. 

Story is carried forward partly 
as a reading, partly as interpreted 
action by a narrator who is okay. 
But it stacks up as 75% author-25% 
narrator. Church propagandists 
would attract more listeners with 
such bait than with their inevitable 
wheezy sopranos and bucolic bari- 
tones, Land, 


ENNIO BOLOGNINI 

With Roy Shields Concert Orchestra 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 

Corking quarter hour concert in- 
terlude featuring Bolognini, Argen- 
tinian ‘cello soloist, who happily 
breaks up his program with the 
lighter classics and more familiar 
better-grade ballads. 

Roy Shields conducted the ac- 
companying orchestra, both com- 
bining for a very effective 15 min- 
utes. Abel. 


CRUSHED BY AUTO 
Lexington, Ky., Aug:*22. 

Charles (Spud) Spaulding, 27, 
dance orchestra drummer, was 
killed here when an automobile on 
which he was working slipped from 
the jack and crushed him. 

He was a member of Blue and 








White orchestra, radio unit, 


| Inside Stuff—Radio 


No immediate probability of the American Association of Advertising 
Agencies revising its policy toward the collection of commissions on 
talent. Nor is there any possibility of the agencies getting together and 
organizing their own talent bureau or clearing house on talent informa. 
tion. 

When the commission question first came up the Four A's officially 
rejected the proposition made by the national networks offering a 15% 
cut on talent bought through the chains’ artists services. Agency body 
ruled at the time that its members~-were not to accept any sort of 
commission on booking, unless the split was treated as a discount and 
the full amount put to the client’s credit. 

Four A's has taken the attitude that it would be better all around 
for the agencies to negotiate for talent on a net basis and avoid inclusion 
in the deal any commission consideration. Although no official stand 
has as yet been taken on the subject, the association’s radio committee 
finds no objections to an agency's charging a client 15% on talent dis- 
bursements. This 15% fee is termed a ‘plusage’ and is to be calculated 
on basis of the net cost of the talent to the advertiser. ‘ 

Four A's still holds that a member must not under any circumstances 
accept for its own uses anything resembling a commission on talent, 
Network idea was to have the proffered kickback pocketed by the 
agencies, with the chains figuring that the inducement would keep the 
agencies from shopping around elsewhere. 

In turning down the NBC-CBS plan, the association condemned it as 
unethical and declared that no agency would be entitled for its radio 
program services to anything outside of the 15% already added to the 
net cost of the talent. Latter fee, the Four A’s figured, would be ample 
to reimburse the agency for the work put in in selecting and putting 
the program together. 

That was the policy agreed on several months ago and that is the 
arrangement that should continue to prevail, according to the view heid 
by the directing minds of the association. Small minority in the organi- 
zation are contending that the 15% ‘plusage’ doesn’t fully cover the 
overhead of their radio departments and that they should be permitted 
to accept a commission from booking agents. But, judging from the 
strong opposition to this practice voiced by the association's radio com- 
mittee, chances of the association’s adopting the minority’s suggestion 
are extremely slight. 

Four A’s entertained for a while the idea of organizing its own talent 
booking office but this has been definitely abandoned as impractical and 
open to the very abuses that the members were trying to get away from. 








Robert Burns Cigar wants more concentration of listener interest on 
its program and so it’s going to add a warbler to the Guy Lombardo- 
Burns an@ Allen combination. Vocal specialist, the account is trying to 
find, will have to be possessed of a distinctive, arresting pair of pipes, 
which, the sponsor hopes, will cause fans to banish from their attention 
everything but the voice coming from the loudspeaker. 

Commercial has no fault to find with either the Lombardos or the 
crossfire team. Combination is drawing them to the dial as strongly as 
ever. But it seems that surveys made by the advertiser disciosed that 
the program rates 100% auraculgr attention only while the patter pair 
are on. As the cigarmaker has it charted, if the listener weren’t all ears 
and mind during these chatter spasms he wouldn’t get the drift of their 
nonsense. 

On the other hand listening to the band doesn’t require 100% attention. 
The listener, according to the commercial’s findings, can keep one ear 
peeled in the direction of the amplifier and with the other catch his 
bridge partner’s wrong bid or the party bartender’s query about standing 
for another round, or the general conversation eddying around him. In 
fact, he can listen to a conversation, toss in an occasional word or two 
of his own and even read a newspaper all at the same time and yet be 
aware of the Lombardo brand of syncopation, But that singleton-ear 
state of affairs is deemed the wrong kind of concentration, and certainly 
not the thing that makes for ‘program consciousness.’ And, as the com< 
mercial sees it, without ‘program consciousness’ on the part of the lis- 
tener there’s no assurance that the bankroller is making the right 
impression. : 

Concentration coralled while the comedy team is on, the sponsor has 
concluded, isn’t enough for the program’s half-hour stretch. It has an 
idea that a singing voice charged with a flock of that magnetic is what 
the show needs to give it a bigger percentage of high-powered attention, 





A prominent radio man of the British Empire is a member of the 
Australian delegation to the Imperial Economic Conference at Ottawa in 
the person of M. B. Duffy, president of the Australian Federation of 
Broadcasting Stations. Duffy is the owner of Station 3KZ, one of the 37 
broadcasting studios of Australia, and he has brought along letters to 
show that programs from his station are being heard in the United 
States. 

Apart from affairs of state, Duffy is primarily interested in broadcast< 
ing and, following the Ottawa Conference, he is proceeding to Washe- 
ington, D. C., tor a conference of his own with the Federal Radio Come 
mission with whom he has an appointment. He will also inspect various 
stations in New York and other U. S. cities before returning to Toronto 
to see some of the Canadian stations. At Ottawa he has been studying 
the set-up of the Canadian Radio Commission which is scheduled to 
assume control of broadcasting in Canada some time in the future, after 
conference cares have subsided. : 

Duffy explained at the conference that Australia has two groups of 
broadcasters, a government chain and the commercial or “B” stations. 
There are 350,000 licensed radio receiving sets in the Commonwealth for 
which an annual license fee of 24 shillings ($6) is paid. Duffy admitted 
a dearth of appropriate talent in Australia for ether programs, consider- 
able use of phonograph records being necessary. There are now eight 
recognized manufacturers of radio equipment in Australia. A movement 
is on foot to establish a national or state orchestra, chiefly for broad- 
casting purposes, to stimulate musical taste. 

Duffy expressed the view that Canada should have a greater share of 
wave lengths in its agreement with the United States on broadcasting 
arrangements, 





Denial of the report wafting around, that he is resigning from the 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne agency to join NBC, is made by 
Roy Durstine. Rumor was that Durstine had been propositioned by 
the network to take charge of its spot broadcasting. Besides holding 
a v.p. title and a piece in the firm, Durstine is general manager of the 
agency’s New York office. 

Further reported that Durstine was slated for grooming as president 
of the network, with the job to go to him in the event the RCA powers 
decided that M. H. Aylesworth’s RKO duties demanded too much of his 
time. Broadcasting industry generally, however, doubted this phase of 
the report, being inclined to the belief that when it came to a showdown 
Aylesworth would decline any such move and would ask to be relieved 
of the RKO hook-up in favor of a full return to his NBC post. 





Amos’ ’n’ Andy completed four years for Pepsodent last Friday (19) 
and the statisticians gathered some figures . 

In 2,365 episodes the boys played over 100 characters. Previous to 
their Pepsodenting they were a team around Chi under the name of 
Sam and Henry. 





‘Holding a contract with Eddie Cantor for radio programs, Chase & 
Sanborn is pressing the comedian for immediate programs, 
Cantor has flatly refused to go on the air while making his picture, 





‘Kid From Spain,’ on the Coast, Film still has several weeks to go. 
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‘MUSIC TRUST’ SHO 





NBC Needs More Than Just a Wire 


To Make Plain 


ed 


Name orchestras around the 
eountry see in the disintegration of 
the NBC's band booking department 
an optimistic object lesson as re- 
gards the futility to mechanicalize 
the popularization of name talent. 
Just to put an NBC wire into a 
eafe, hotel or restaurant and give 
the NBC-booked band there a 
healthy plug isn’t enough to guar- 
antee that that orchestra will ac- 
quire a radio rep. 

There was considerable objection 
to this ‘in’ which the networks had 
in spotting their bands, plus a wire, 
as a combination booking attrac- 
tion. But despite this, there still 
flourished outside names under in- 
dependent booking auspices such as 
Mills-Rockwell, MCA, Orch. Corp. 
of America, Kennaway, et al. These 
survive with their big band names 
while the NBC has shifted Ed 
Scheuing, who headed its orches- 
tra division, into booking talent for 
indie theatre dates. 

4 Left 


Scheuing alone retains for NBC, 
Paul Whiteman, Buddy Rogers, 
Russ Columbo a.nd B. A. Rolfe as 
the sole important orchestra lead- 
ers for managerial attention; other- 
wise some 20-25 bands that were 
signed to NBC have had their con- 
tracts turned back or settled. 

Among those who were in for 
NBC build-ups but who have been 
released are Smith Ballew, Ted 
Black, Lew Conrad, Vincent Lopez, 
Hal Kemp, Phil Spitalny, William 
Scotti and others. i 

Rudy Vallee left NBC manage- 
ment some time ago and is being 
handled by Orch. Corp. of Am. for 
indie dance dates. Vallee is book- 
ing Publix and other theatre dates 
direct. The Vallee - Fleischmann 
hour is an NBC hangover booking. 


VALLEE K.0.’S RAZZING 
WILKES-BARRE MINER 


Easton, Pa., Aug. 22. 

Rudy Vallee socked a_ heckler 
while playing at a dance at 
Fernbrook club, near Wilkes- 
Barre,’ with about 3,500 dancers 
jamming the hall at $1 per. While 
Vallee was leadin,; the orchestra a 
youth of about: 23, well built and 
looking like a miner, passed an in- 
sulting remark loud enough for the 
band leader to hear. Vallee stopped 
the music in the middle of the dance, 
leaped off the platform and swung 
a right from the floor upwards, the 
youth stretching out on the floor 
almost unconscious as Vallee’s fist 
met his jaw. 

Vallee then returned to the plat- 
form and continued with the dance. 
When the police arrived the youth 
was still on the floor and just about 
recovering his full wits. He was 
taken out. 


Vallee is now touring eastern 
Pennsylvania and @id well at Potts- 
town and Allentown. He is suffer- 
ing from an infected foot, but ap- 
pears at the parks as scheduled and 
is on the platform all the time. 


M. C.’s Dance Combo 


Des Moines, Aug. 22. 
With 100 consecutive weeks as 
m. c. a: the Paramount, Al Morey 
is organizing his own dance band 
for local appearances. 


He will premiere with the open- 
ing of the Pattee roadhouse, 

















$2,000 For Music Benefit 
Seattle, Aug. 22. 

Close to $2,000 was grossed at the 
benefit dance given at the Trianon 
for the unemployed union musicians 
of Seattle, said to number around 
150. 

Eight bands including Vic Mey- 
ers, Jack Crawford, Tiny Burnett, 
Jules Buffano, Zita Dillon and Mc- 
Elroy’s played. Sam Seigel was 
p.a. 


Bands Name Bands 


v 





Musicians Settle with 
Circus, but Lose Week 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

In a hearing before the state 
labor commission, Harry Phillips, 
representing Robinson Bros. Circus, 
agreed to pay Dan Tauber and 
George Harvey, musicians, formerly 
with the outfit, $3.35 and $16.85 
a piece, 

Pair claimed more, but are to re- 
ceive the amount offered after 
Phillips pointed out that musicians 
who leave a circus before the sea- 
son is over forfeit their last week’s 
wages. 


Test. Case Decision 
Gives Robbins Court 
Costs in Long Suit 


Robbins Music Corp. in suing 
Herman and Sammy Timberg for 
almost $1,000 legal! costs, established 
a test case in the relations of music 
publishers with songwriters who 
may be accused of plagiarism. It 
makes the douhted songwriters 
100% liable for legal expenses in 
the event of litigation. 


Robbins’ cause for suit arose from 
a question as to whether or not the 
Timberg brothers actually authored 
a&@ pop song, ‘You'll Play the Star 
Part,’ which Robbins published. The 
Timbergs were later vindicated, but 
meantime it cost Robbins nearly a 
grand for legal defense. Charles 
Davis, a drummer in the Timberg 
show from whence this song came, 
was the complainant. 


While a written clause in all 
songwriters’ contracts provides for 
any legal costs to be deducted from 
the royalties, the song was too un- 
known and unestablished to produce 
sufficient earnings to defray Rob- 
bins’ legal expenses when Davis 
sued. Robbins’ therefore’ turned 
around and sued the Timbers for 
the difference on the allegation 
that the authors of a song create 
‘an implied warranty’ that the ma- 
terial is original, and therefore they 
should be liable for all legal ex- 
penses entailed. 


The song in question, while a 
trivial thing as pop songs go, hap- 
pened to have been slipped into a 
Metro short, ‘Ambitious People,’ 
and this threatencd to tie up ex- 
hibition of the film. Metro is 51% 
owner of Robbins Music Corp. 


In Davis’ suit against Robbins it 
was satisfactorily established that 
the Timbergs did write the song 
and not Davis, but Davis’ attorney 
was paid $100 in full settlement of 
all claims. At the same time, how- 
ever, it meant almost $1,000 in le- 
gal expenses to fight the matter. 
Hence, Robbins wants that money 
back from the Timbergs. 


Timbergs took the position that 
Robbins could deduct all it needed 
from the song’s earnings and that 
it’s unfortunate that the song didn’t 
earn enough, hence Robbins is un- 
fortunately stuck. Abeles & Green 
for Robbins felt otherwise and pe- 
titioned Judge John M. Lewis in 
the Municipal court to the contrary, 
who granted the motion in favor of 
Robbins. 











‘CRAZY PEOPLE’ FEE SUIT 
Atlantic City, Aug. 22. 
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Robbins vs. American So- 
ciety — Robbins Is 51% 
Controlled by Metro— 

. First Instance of Music 

Firm Striking from 
Within at Performing 
Rights’ Collection Agency 
—Sweeping Allegations 


FED. TRADE COMMISH? 





Suit brought in the N. Y. Supreme 
Court by Robbins Music Corp. 
against Gene Buck, as president of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, for an ac- 
counting of royalties and a petition 
for reclassification, is seen as the 
showdown on what the picture in- 
terests call the ‘music trust.’ 

It strikes at the society from 
within its ranks and is regarded as 
the picture interests’ most effective 
opening wedge in disrupting the al- 
leged song royalty monopoly. 

The film angle arises through 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corp. being 
the 51% owner of Robbins Music 
Corp. 

Suit is therefore more than a cas- 
ual squawk over the fact Robbins 
was demoted from Class A to a 
Class D music publisher, but later 
reinstated. The difference in the 
few thousands of dollars that this 
diversity of classification means to 
the music firm is as nothing com- 
pared to the importance of economic 
and other savings should the film in- 
terests, personified in M-G-M, be 
successful in winning a verdict. 

' It is stated unofficially that other 
interests contemplate taking the 
matter before the Federal Trade 
Commission, allegedly employing the 
allegations set forth in the com- 
piaint which Julian T. Abeles, of 
Abeles & Green, Robbins’ personal 
attorney, drew up. 

Also significant, according to un- 
official confirmation, is the society’s 
alleged proffer to make adjustments 
with Robbins on the firm’s claim 
for a higher royalty dividend on the 
quarterly ‘melons’ which the society 
splits up. These earnings from per- 
forming rights from radio, theatre, 
hotel, cafe, restaurant and other en- 
terprises are in excess of $1,000,- 
600 per annum. 

First Instance 


The suit itself, as a direct music 
trades metter, is the first time a 
Class A music publisher has ever 
endeavored to strike at the vitals 
of the society which has been pro- 
ductive of revenue to every music 
publisher and sengwriter. Were it 
simply a publisher’s squawk the 
trade interpretation would be that 
the Robbins firm, in striking from 
within at its own organization 
which, for so many years has been 
bitterly fought by the radio and pic- 
ture interests, is ‘cutting its nose to 
spite its face’ and would be giving 
too much ammunition away to a 
common enemy. 


But this is more than a mere 
trade squabble in that Robbins is 
now subservient to Metro which, as 
a major film producer, distributor 
and theatre owner, has been banded 
with the other picture companies in 
an ancient fight to circumvent pay- 
ment of what they call ‘tribute’ to 
the ‘music trust,’ alias the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, which is the collection 
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Coast Music Pluggers 
Desert L. A. for Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

Jack Archer has moved the Don- 
aldson catalogue from Los Angeles 
to ’Frisco and will deal out profes- 
sional copies to the Coast from 
headquarters here. 
Berlin and Robbins offices also 
here now, with sheet music sales 
way up here. Transcontinental 
broadcasting of Anson Weeks, Ted 
Fio-Rito and other NBC features 
regarded as highly important plugs. 


MUSIC JOBBERS 
NOT LEFT OUT 
IN COLD 


Publishers behind the _ central 
shipping combine, Music Dealers’ 
Service, Inc., will confine their dis- 
tributing operations to the New 
York unit, with the idea of estab- 
lishing branches in Chicago and Los 
Angeles out for the time being. 
Means that jobbers in the western 
area will be in a position to give 
their customers as good a break, if 
not better, than the dealers would 
obtain in buying from the publish- 
ers’ source of supply, 
Economic advantage to the west- 
ern distributor revolves around the 
relative shipping costs. By buy- 
ing his sheet music in large lots the 
jobber can have it shipped by ex- 
press, with the transportation tap 
per sheet being rg:ch lower than the 
dealer would have to pay in getting 
his supply by parcel post from the 
MDS in New York... Differential will 
be wide enough to allow a cent or 
two profit for the jobber, with the 
quicker service being another point 
in the western distrib’s favor. 


Following a meeting held by the 
trio last week, Ashley Music Supply, 
Richmond-Mayor Music Co. and the 
Plaza Music Supply, all of New 
York, announced that they would 
furnish their customers with pop 
music at the same prices asked by 
the publishers’ combine. Letter to 
this effect is going out to the firms’ 
regular trade. 

Sell at Cost 


Communication states that in 
order to retain the dealer’s patron- 
age, the jobber will sell the sheets 
distributed through the MDS at cost 
price, with the inference implied 
that the jobber would depend only 
on the profits derived from the sale 
of classical and standard music. 


With the MDS scheduled to start 
operations Sept. 1, publishers out- 
side the combine are taking their 
time about agreeing to distribute 
through the central shipping bureau. 
Invitation was extended to the rank 
and file of the publishing to meet 
with the MDS directors to talk the 
thing over, but only three firms 
sent their reps to first of the con- 








ferences held last week. 
Angle that is causing them, 
among other things, to give the | 


proposition a great deal of mulling 
over has to do with the bureau’s 
proposed bill paying plan. Until the 
project is smoothly under way, the 
publishers will not get their money 














'times for profit without their knowl- 
edge or consent. 
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or less, an accumulation of com- | 
(Continued on page 46) 
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| of similar leading 


Toronto Aug. 22. 

It is likely that the attorney-gen- 
eral will be asked to lay charges of 
intimidation against the American 
Federation of Musicians, following 
the reputed threat of the A. F. of M. 
to withdraw some 25 bands if the 
Canadian National Exhibition of- 
ficials engaged three native bands 
whose members belong to the Na- 
tional Musicians’ Union of Toronto. 

Facing this ‘alternative, C. N. E. 
officials have had to refuse em- 
ployment to the 100: bandsmen of 


His Majesty’s Army and Navy Vet- 
erans’ Band, the Queen City Mili- 
tary Band and the East York Mili- 
tary Band. It is claimed that 75% 
of the membership in these three 
units are unemployed. 


Vigorously protesting what it con- 
siders discrimination against mem- 
bers of the National Musicians’ 
Union, the National Labor Council 
will bring the C. N. E. decision to 
the attention of Canada’s minister 
of labor. A joint deputation will 
call upon Hon. George H. Henry, 
prime minister of Ontario, and the 
minister of militia will also be ap-' 
pealed to. 


To those seeking engagements 
during the exposition, the reply 
from C. W. Ross, manager of C. N. 
E.’s department of attractions, read: 
‘Our committee have decided, for 
this year at least, not to engage any 
of the bands Hsted by the Toronto 
Musical Protective Association as 
‘unfair’.’ 

‘Nothing to Offer’ 

. According ‘to Ross, tt is primarily 
because the National Musicians’ 
Union ‘had nothing to offer’ that 
the applications of their bands were 
not accepted for engagements. 

‘If the exhibition were to engage 
any National bands, others com- 
posed of members of the Toronto. 
Musical Protective Association, a 
local union federated with the 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
would immediately withdraw,’ he 
said. ‘We took the latter’s bands 
because, as far as I could see, the 
others had nothing to offer.’ 


Ross explained that, in order to 
help local musicians, C. N. E. had 
hired 15 Toronto bands. All the 
members of these bands, which are 
mostly regimental, are members of 
the Toronto Musical Protective As- 
sociation. 


RICHMOND AS GEN. MGR. 
PUBS’ JOBBING UNIT 


Biggest surprise in the develop- 
ment of the publisners distributing 
combine, Music Dealers Service, Inc., 
came yesterday (22) when Maurice 
Richmond severed his connection 
with his own Richmond-Mayer Job- 
bing Company to become general 
manager of the project. Richmond, 
tied up with the jobbing business 
the past 30 years and regarded as 
a thoroughly versed authority in 
every phase of the music industry, 
is now in active charge of the unit’s 
operations. 


Placing of Richmond as executive 








'head of the central bureau had its 


immediate effect upon outside pub- 
lishers who had been either reluc- 
tant or hesitant alLout coming into 
the proposition. All these now say 
that with Richmond running things 
they are ready to let the combine 
distribute their sheet music. Means 
that in addition to the 12 firms rep- 
resented in the incorporated MDS, 
the distributing affair will handle 
the output of Robbins, Marlo, Keit- 
engel, Joe Morris, Olman, Green 
& White, Mattress & Schenck and 
and minor out- 
fits in the publishing rarks, 


Walter Kane remains with Rich- 
mond-Mayer as general manager of 
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tinues, after a tiff with his writing 
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| that firm’s music jobbing biz. 
Dora Alexander, buyer, and Helene 
| Asher, credit dept., are shifting over 
‘and business partner, Milton Ager.!to Music Dealers’ Service. ® 
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Value of Syne Rights Basis of Pat 


Flaherty Sut Against Fox Films 





| 


Films. | music 


William C. Michel, treasurer 
Fox Film Corp., must stand ex- 
@mination before trial Aug. 26 in a] 
suit by Edmund Joseph (Pat) Fla- 
herty on a contract with Red Star 
Music Co., the former song pub- 
lishing subsidiary of Fox 
Picture company is named as co- 


defendant with Red Star. 

Behind the suit for an accounting 
of 10% of the profits due Red Star 
(a company which is no longer ex- 
istent) are many wrinkles in the 
film-music relations of picture and 
song publishing companies, partic- 
ularly as involves the synchroniza- 
tion rights. These sync rights be- 
come very valuable to a firm, for 
the thematics or fragments, no mat- 
ter how casually used, even in the 
synchronization of Fox Movietone 
newsreels or shorts, call for heavy 
financial returns. 

As regards the details of Flaherty 
and Red Star, that company was or- 
ganized in 1929 during the height of 
the songwriters’ gold rush when 
every film company took on a music 
publishing affiliate. Flaherty was 
engaged by Winnie Sheehan as v.p. 
and general manager of Red Star 
for a year at $250 a week and 10% 
of the net profits. When Flaherty’s 
year expired, he continued for sev- 
eral more wecks sans contract, but 
was later displaced by Jay Witmark, 
whose Witmark firm in the mean- 
time had been bought out by War- 
ner Bros., as general manager. 

Clayton P. Sheehan, in charge of 
foreign for Fox, along with the 
other Fox execs, were so enthused 
over the company’s new music pub 
affiliation that Sheehan issued or- 
ders to their foreign associates, in- 
cluding the newsreels, to use noth- 
ing but Red Star music. 


$168,500 in Rights 

Flaherty details further, through 
‘Abeles & Green, his attorneys, that 
Red Star received $100,000 cash on 
account of a $135,000-a-year deal 
for two years, from Campbell- 
Connelly for the British rights; 
$15,000 from D. Davis of Australia; 
another $15,000 from Editions Camp- 
bell-Connelly for the French music 
territory and $3,500 from Jacques 
Boesens of Copenhagen, fvr these 
foreign rights to the Fox-Red Star 
music catalog. 

After Flaherty’s contract had ex- 
pired, Michel, acting for Fox, and 
Clayton P. Sheehan, as an office of 
Red Star, entered into a contract 
crediting Fox Film with 5c. per 
sheet of ~nusic sold, 2c. per orches- 
tration, 50% of the mechanicals, and 
50% of the foreign rights. This 
money they took as an advance to 
Fox Films. 

Another contract was made Dec. 
19, 1930, amending the pact of Nov. 
12, 1930, making the synchronization 
rights retroactive, to date back more 
than a year ago. 

To this Flaherty and his attor- 
neys object, as it would ease Fla- 
herty out of a claim for the syn- 
chronization rights. His 10%, he 
estimates, may reach $50,000, follow- 
ing an accounting. It is for this 
purpose that Flaherty wants to ex- 
amine Michel, as an officer of Fox, 
on Aug. £6, and also examine all 
books, contracts, etc., as pertain to 
the allegedly valuable sync rights. 
Justice Shientag ordered that the 
examination be limited to Michel 
unless further information becomes 
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DEAR GEORGE OLSEN: 
That Gordon and Revel song, 


‘Listen to the German Band’ 


which you recently introduced, is 

sizzling like a bottle of home brew 

and we'll have to pull the cork. 
CHARLES MILLER 
MILLER MUSIC, INC. 


62 West 45th Street, New York 


of ; necessary, whereupon other Fox of- 


ficers may be examined. 

Julian T. Abeles, it so happens, is 
the American agent and power-of- 
attorney for Campbell-Connelly, and 
also represents the cther foreign 
publis*ers, so he’s familiar 
with the deals they had made with 
Red Star. All tl.ese deals were di- 
rectly contingent upon the _ syn- 
chronization rights. 

lox had so many musicals, and 
also so much sync music in Fox- 
Hearst newsreels, British Movietone, 


also the French and Italian Fox 
movietone newsreels, that these 
syneo rights assumed staggering 


financial proportions. 

It places Fox in the position of 
possibly having to pay Flaherty a 
percentage of the revenues of all 
performing rights for music used in 
Fox Films from its own subsidiary 
music publishing corporation. 





Boys Ask Consideration 
From Cafe Managements 





Music publishers’ pluggers are 
pleading for some _ consideration 
from the New York hotels, cafes 
and roadhouses. One roadside inn 
charged a songplugger $2.25 for a 
cup of coffee. He explained that, 
while not hungry, he ordered the 
java to plug the wait until seeing 
the orchestra leader and was 
handed a minimum check for $2. 
The two-bits extra was for the 
plug. 

Playland Casino parks your car 
for $1, which is taken off the check 
when there is a check. Up there 
the pluggers don’t get hit, but that 
$1 for parking goes regardless. 
Pluggers hope that the Chicago 
practise of assigning a corner 
table to visiting professionals and 
pluggers will be put into practise 
around New York, as a managerial 
courtesy to those calling on their 
performers, band leaders, et al. 
New York managers, however, 
take the position that such open 
sesame would not only clutter up 
the room, but that it allegedly is 
detrimental to the establishment in 
that the clannishness of show busi- 
ness is such that the talent would 
be sitting around at that corner 
table too much with those who 
speak their language. The manage- 
ments think that a band leader, in 
spare moments, should not be 
averse to shaking hands with:some 
of his cash customers, aside from 
the song pluggers. : 





Irving Aaronson Sues to 
Collect $5,000 on Note 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Superior court suit filed by Irv- 
ing Aaronson to collect a $5,000 
note given him in July, 1930, by 
the Hotel Holding Company of 
Hollywood, operating the Roosevelt 
at that time. Note was in lieu of 
salary to the bandleader. 

Was signed by Joseph M. Schenck 
as president, and Lou Anger, secre- 
tary of company. 


FEMME DRUMMER RECOVERS 
Ithaca, N. Y., Aug. 22. 

Informed by specialists four years 
ago that she would never be able 
to follow her career as a musician 
again, due to injuries received in an 
airplane crash, Mrs. John A. Noble 
has confounded the medicoes by 
making a complete recovery. She 
broadcast with an orchestra from 
WEATI here last week, 

Mrs. Noble was trap drummer in 
the Strand orchestra, Syracuse, at 
the time of the accident. During 
the last three years she has under- 
gone a series of operations, includ- 
ing bone grafting. Her husband is 
an orchestra leader here. 








Abe Bloom East 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 





Abe Bloom leaves for N«w York 
to represent the music 
firm of Sherman, Clay 


|this week 
| publishing 
| & Co. 

| He was let out as Coast rep for 
| Berlin two weeks ago, with Ben 
| Turner succeeding. 

| 





musical by 
Mil- 


‘Folies Bergere’ 
Harry Carroll, 
ton Druckman and Walter Kent, 


New 
|} Abner Silver, 














} 
| will be published by Shapiro-Bern- 
| Stein, 


SEARCH FOR LEADER 


Wife Asks Police to Look for Rod 
Allen—Missing Since Aug. 15 

{ Albany, Aug. 22. 

| Rod Allen, leader of the orchestra 





at the Ten Eyck hotel, here, dis- 
appeared on Aug. 15 it became 
known todzy (Monday), when his 


wife asked police to search for him. 

Allen's banc has been playing at 
the hotel since Memorial Day and 
is stil! playing despite the leader’s 
absence. 


' 





‘Music Trust’ 


(Continued from page 45) 


plaints, grumblings and rumblings 
heard in Tin Pan Alley for months. 
These dissatisfactions are aimed at 
improper classification, at the ‘per- 
petual board’ which, upon the de- 
mise of a member, provides for the 
remainder of the board of directors 
to elect somebody to fill the de- 
parted member's place, at many and 
sundry details having to do with 
violation of the society’s constitu- 
tion. 

Everything along these lines is 
predicated on Robbins’ complaint 
that the firm wasn’t given a square 
deal from within the society. Thus it 
sets fo.th that, despite being a Class 
A publisher, Robbins’ standing was 
prejudiced through having no mem- 
bership-vote on the governing board, 
aithough every other major firm is 
represented. 

While this suit is based on a claim 
for reclassification intO A, Robbins 
had been demoted from A to Class 
D for only the last quarter of 1931 
and the first quarter of 1932. After 
that, the society re-elevated Robbins 
back into A and, as an A publisher, 
Robbins received Class A dividend 
money for the second quarter of 
this year. However, Robbins had 
been refused A money for the two 
quarters mentioned, hence the suit. 


‘A’ Share Is $32,000 


In line with this squabble over 
A and D money, the preferred check 
for the quarter ending Dec. 31, 1931, 
as a D firm was $1,961.95. This, 
Robbins promptly returned with a 
written protest and demand for A 
money. This totals around $8,000 
per quarter, or $32,000 a year, com- 
pared to only $8,000 per year to D 
firms. It’s a difference of 75%. 
Robbins avers that through other 
publisher-members being on_ the 
board, and he having no judicial 
voice in the administration of the 
affairs of the society, they have de- 
cided on matters prejudicial to the 
financial and other welfare of Rob- 
bins and to the benefits of his com- 
petitors, 

Robbins further alleges violation 
of the articles of incorporation 
through firms having more than one 
vote on the board. This is contrary 
to regulations, but with the various 
publishers having subsidiary and 
other affiliations, the board is al- 
leged to be a group of cliques, 
Robbins’ complaint, in laborious 
legal phraseology, alleges generally 
and broadly what the trade has long 
recognized. As for example, War- 
ners’ control of Harms, Witmarks 
and Remick’s explains a multiplicity 
of board representation. DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson, Inc., while now 
100% turned back to Robert Craw- 
ford, its president, is further re- 
garded as friendly to Max Dreyfus’ 
Harms company because of both 
music men's close personal relation- 
ships. 

Irving Berlin, Ince., and Santly 
Bros. affiliation is trade knowledge. 
The 50-50 split of Famous Music 
Co. between Paramount and Harms 
(a Warner affiliate) is another. And 
there are other minor groups with 
Harms having a half dozen indi- 
vidual ccmpanies to service its star 
composers. 

It is said that this major group, 
with their Warner Bros. and Para- 
mount affiliations (along with Rob- 
bins-Metro), is in position to domi- 
nate the society or possibly split 
away from that organization and 
form their own performing rights’ 
collecting agency. However, this is 
contractually impossible for two and 
a half years more as a five-year 
contract from Jan. 1, 1931, binds ali 
members until Dec. 31, 1935. 








Two Against the World 


(Continued from page 19) 


a father protecting the family’s 
Mayflower name, and the opposing 
attorney who is obviously a future 
member of the family despite the 
story making him prosecute the 
murder trial in which Miss Bennett 
becomes involved. There is also a 
giddy and ‘blue-blood worshiping 
aunt, for comedy, and the sister’s 
lover, through whose death, at the 
hands of the brother, the court 
rumpus comes about. 

This not overly animated star has 
her troubles evoking sympathy for 
hey Dell Hamilton even with the 
aic of three conceded putts from the 
scenario. These have her stake a 
destitute mothe: who is suing the 
estate, has her assume the guilt of 
the wayward sister in the eyes of 
the brother, and being willing to 
forsake her fair name on the wit- 
ness stand. She makes of it a leth- 
argic performance. 

Cast doesn’t give it much as a 
whole with the story a paper weight 
before they got it for interpreta- 
tion. In directing Mayo at least 
has kent it inside 70 minutes. 

As in ‘What Price Hollywood’ 
(Radio), Neil Hamilton is again op- 
posite Miss Bennett and is most 
pleasant on the comedy exchanges. 
Gavin Gordon is also repeating a 
characterization in playing the 
social spider, and doing it well 
enough, although Allen Vincent is 
more ungenuine than necessary as 
the ever drinking kid brother. Re- 
maining players fit with what little 
they are given to handle. 

Dialog holds nothing unusual and 
such sidelights as are included are 
mostly followups on pieces of busi- 
ness previously conceived; witness 











the traffic jam over Miss Bennett's 
car. Mayo was evidently hard put 
to it to introduce the story and set 
his characters. Hence, the picture 
doesn’t take on what degree of in- 
terest it attains until well into the 
running. Bringing Miss Bennett up 
against a lunch counter, as a lark, 
fof a portion of beans with the 
struggling and unknown barrister, 
the beans being twice more re- 
peated, is hardly novel. In fact, 
audiences are apt to anticipate the 
action all alore the line. 

Louise Carter, as the Polish 

mother, is responsible for a flash of 
fire in a scene in Norton's office 
prefacing Miss Bennett's gesture of 
generosity. But following the gra- 
tu:ty Mzeyo has let her go maudlin 
to take the edge off a fine piece of 
work. : 
Miss Bennett’s rep among the 
femme fans, and their interest in 
her clothes, will have to see this 
picture through. And under the cir- 
cumstances that doesn’t seem 
enough for more than mild erosens. 
Sid. 


HOLD ’EM JAIL 


RKO production and release co-starring 
Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey. Di- 
rected by Norman Taurog from a _ story 
by Tim Wheelan and Lou Lipton. Screen 


play by S. J. Perlman, Walter De Leon 
and Mark Sandwich. Carroll Clark, art 
director, Al Ray, continuity. Len Smith, 
camera, Artie Roberts, editor. Max 
Steiner, musical director. At Mayfair 
theatre, New York, commencing May 19. 
Running time, 65 mins. 

SN ot na.ds00-040deeches oe0 ides Bert Wheeler 
Ns 66.005. 660.066008b6040 Robert Woolsey 
WEE scene ctese eecccccces Edna May Oliver 
Slippery Sam....c..coces rire Roscoe Ates 
WOrdeRs cececes ecccceessee-Ldgar Kennedy 
Barbara....e- eoccccccccccce.c Betty Grable 
COACRecccccccncsccsccccescscces Paul Hurst 
BIOS). vc veccecsesesce eeccess Warren Hymer 





Made some time ago, but held 
back until the approach of a new 
football season, Wheeler and Wool- 
sey go through their usual non- 
sensicalities with a rather doubtful 
score. It is one of those pictures 
which is either a negative hit or a 
big grosser, according to the recep- 
tion of these stars by the patrons. 
Where they are liked, it will be a 
howl. In other spots the laughs will 
be scattering and the results dubi- 
ous. 

Story is intended as a satire on 
college football methods of building 
up the team, and tells of the efforts 
of the coach of Bidemore peniten- 
tiary to turn out a winning eleven. 
There is not enough stuff in the 
game to fill the time, so the first 
half of the story is given over to 
the usual Wheeler and Woolsey an- 
tics, both in and out of the hoose- 
gow. One handicap is that the 
story is well started before they 
come on the scene and they have 
trouble getting the audience laugh- 
ing. Forepart is devoted to an 
over-elaborate establishment of the 
premise with the warden and the 
coach looking for players. An op- 
posing prison has threatened to 
cancel next season's date and play 
a boy’s reform school unless Bide- 
more makes a better showing than 
last time. 

The comedians are salesmen for 





FISHER AT BEACH 
Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Edgewater Beach hotel drops 
Charlie Agnew’'s orchestra Sept. 15, 
with Lew Diamond going in for one 
month and Mark Fisher following 
for the main season starting Oct. 
15. 

Diamond has been the Monday 
night substitute at the Edgewater 
for some time under the local union 





night club novelties who are jobbed 
by a man who persuades them to 
; pretend to hold up the club with 
| toy pistols and then substitutes real 
guns. That gets them in jail, and 
there the comedy is laboredly built 
up with Edna May Oliver and Betty 
Grable as the other end of a roman- 
tic interest with Miss Oliver re- 
quired to overact and losing many 
of her points. 

In spite of the elaborate story 
preparation at the start, the comedy 
is merely gagged together, with the 
final break coming when Woolsey 





rule. 


gets hold of a bottle of chloroform 


Joy Spots’ New Lease 
On Life with Shekels 
Taken During Games 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Fortnight of Olympic game 
proved mortgage lifter to Los An. 
geles cafes and night spots that 
have been wallowing in doldrums 
for past several months. Visitorg 
and locals stepped out and spent 
freely. 

Top spot was Cocoanut Grove at 
the Ambassador which got close tg 
$90,000 on two weeks. Additional 
$15,000 was added by catering for 
special Olympic events. Grove cut 
about 1,300 checks nightly. 

Culver City’s Frolics Club wag 
runner-up. Spot has been having 
tough sledding for two months, 
Past two weeks saw close to $28,000 
come in that permitted paying off 
of some $8,000 in bills. Biltmore 
and Sebastian's Cotton Club did es. 
timated $14,000. It’s first break the 
Biltmore’s new night club has ha@ 
since opening. 

Roosevelt’s Blossom Room, run- 
ning in the red since first of year, 
did $10,000 on two weeks. Starkes’ 
Bohemian Club averaged $3,000 
weekly during games. 

Other and smaller spots did fair 
business and gathered enough to 
keep doors. open for several weeks 
to come. However, they are not op- 
timistic about the future, figuring 
the locals have shot their wad en- 
tertaining out-of-towners, 


Hotel ’Phone Girl Clicks, 
Now She’s Blues Singer 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Margo Johnson, telephone opera. 
tor at the Ambassador hotel, has 
laid away her head piece, and is be- 
ing featured in hotel’s Cocoanut 
Grove as a blues singer. 

Girl was discovered by Lester 
Frank, who persuaded his father, 
Abe Frank, to give her a trial. A 
five-year contract with options fol- 
lowed. 











Gerun’s Coast Return 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 
Tom Gerun reopens Sept. 7 with 
his band at the Bal Tabarin cafe, 
which he owns in conjunction with 
Frank Martinelli. Gerun, away for 
past six months, is currently at the 
Hotel New Yorker, New York. 
Carol Lofner’s orchestra not set 
after their Bal Tabarin closing. 





GERMAN DISC CO. IN RED 
Berlin, Aug. 12. 
Polyphon, the only large German 
record concern, showed a net loss 
for 1931 of more than $1,000,000. 
Ccnsiderable write offs had to be 
taken on inventory and ‘investments, 
The share capital has now been 
reduced to approximately $2,575,000. 


Drink, Lose Home 





(Continued from page 1) 

to light when a prospective buyer 
of property had the deed examined 
with the clause discovered. The 
sale was held up. 

Efforts are being made to have a 
holder of one of the ‘deeds’ bring 
a test case in the state courts to 
determine whether or not the for- 
feiture clause is legal. The: are 
afraid that should prohibiticn be 
rescinded they would not be per- 
mitted their rights of habit discre- 
tion as American citizens. 

Samuel G. Blythe, Lincoln Stef- 
fens, Harry Leon Wilson, Frank 
Sheridan, all of whom would like to 
be hospitable to their friends, 
await results of the proposed litiga- 
tion. 





from the first aid kit and knocks 


out the members of both teams. 
All kneel over with one whiff in 
approved picture fashion. That's 


the index to the style of comedy. 
Some of the dialog is good and 
some very trite, but the general ef- 
fect is slow and some of the better 
gags are lost through not being put 
over smartly. 

The picture will probably raise its 
best scores in the lesser. spots, 
where the audience is more easily 
amused, but it is likely to hit almost 
anywhere. Should do very well in 
college towns and in other places 
where interest in football runs 
high. 

The production has been expen- 
sively staged, but the photography 





and sound are not good. The di- 
rection centers too much on the 
getting of the laughs and overlooks 
the necessity for knitting these 
together. 
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WILTON LACKAYE 

Wilton Lackaye, 69, died of a 
heart attack Aug. 22 at his home 
in New York. He is survived by 
his widow, a son and two sisters. 
His family name originally was 
Lackey. 

For many years one of the fore- 
most romantic actors on the Ameri- 
can stage, he made his outstanding 
hit as Svengali in the original 
stage production of ‘Trilby,’ his 
make-up being considered remark- 
able in those days and still stand- 
ard for stock productions, 

Lackaye was one of the famous 
wits of the Lambs’ Club and his 
mots are among the theatre classics. 
He was noted also. for his belliger- 
ency, his most widely advertised 
fight being a mix-up with John Mc- 
Graw, the baseball manager. 

He was one of the founders of 


Equity. 


















GEORGE NEVILLE 

George Neville, 67, died in St. 
Vin ent’s hospital, New York, Aug. 
18. He had been on the stage for 
the past 44 years, appearing in the 
support of Maggie Mitchell, Anna 
Held, and in the Frohman and Sav- 
age companies. Had played nu- 
merous vaudeville as well as stage 
engagements. 




















EDWARD B. KANE 


Edward B. Kane, 40, member of 
the Associated Motion Picture Di- 
rectors and Motion Picture Studio 
Mechanics, died at his home in As- 
toria, L. I, Aug. 18, after a brief 
illness. He had been connected 
with the industry about 20 years 
Survived by his widow and his 
mother. 



















PETER LANG 


Peter Lang, 65, veteran character 
actor and musical comedy player, 
for many years with the Bostonians, 
died in his sleep at the Hotel Ala- 
mac, N. Y., Aug. 20. He was to 
have opened yesterday (Mon.) in 
‘Another Language’ at Falmouth, 
Mass. Survived by his widow. 


















BRAD SUTTON 


Brad Sutton, 69, veteran actor and 
radio artist, died in Richmond, 
Staten Island, Aug. 19, of nephri- 
tis. He was the original Captain in 
Forty Fathoms and had been fea- 
tured by NBC in other series. Sur- 
vived by his widow and a brother. 



















E. E. THAYER 


Elmer E. Thayer, 57, former mu- 
sical comedy actor, dropped dead of 
heart disease in his home in Free- 
port, Ill., Aug. 17. Brother of O. B. 
Thayer, actor, and father of Tiffany 
Thayer, novelist. 



















Ronald Mackenzie, young author, 
was killed in a motor smash at 
Beauvais, France, Aug. 12. 

Deceased was only 29 and was 
author of five plays, only one of 
which, ‘Musical Chairs,’ was pro- 
duced. It was acclaimed best first 
Play seen in London for years. 


















Mother of Maurice Pivar, super- 
vising film editor at Universal, and 
Ben Pivar, supervisor of westerns 
at Columbia, died in Los Angeles 
Aug. 15. Also survived by her hus- 
band and a daughter. 

















Charles (Spud) Spaulding, 27, 
crushed to death by an auto in Lex- 
ington, Ky., last week. Was a mem- 
ber of the Blue and White orches- 
tra, radio unit. 














M. C. Falkner, 62, father of Wil- 
liam Falkner, Hollywood author, 
‘died in Oxford, Miss., last week. He 
“was business manager of the Uni- 
_Versity of Mississippi. 
















Frank H. Clark, 72, died Aug. 11 
“&t Windsor, Vt. He was the son of 
'George M. Clark of the minstrel 
‘team of Whittemore-Clark, famous 
alf a century ago. 














Percy ‘Scotty’ Denton, 48, orches- 
tra leader, died suddenly Aug. 17 
"at Canadian Veterans bureau, Los 
Angeles. 













Annie M. McDermott, 
of Mare McDermott, died 
Hollywood hospital, Aug. 16. 


79, mother 
in the 














Thomas C. Gwynne, 60, writer on 











the staff of the San Diego (Cal.) 
‘Union,’ died Aug. 13. 
John F. Kent, musician, died in 








San Francisco Aug. 11, 
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BRAD SUTTON 
Brad Sutton, 69, veteran actor, 


died Fraiday (19) at Richmond 
Memorial hospital, Princess Bay, 
Staten Island. Body will be cre- 
mated. 


Sutton comes from legit but spent 
the past few years in radio work. 
He was the original Captain in 
‘Forty Fathoms’ and appeared with 
Clarence Darrow and George Gor- 
don Battle in the ‘Famous Trials‘ 
broadcasts. He is survived by his 
widow and a brother. 





Georgia Christie, 32, wife of 
Wayne Christie, RKO agent, and 
formerly known professionally as 
Georgia Meltonio, died Aug. 15 in 
Hackensack, N. J., of injuries sus- 
tained in an automobile accident. 
Detailed acccunt is in the vaude- 
ville section of this issue. 





Jack Rosen, former’ burlesque 
comedian, died Aug. 13 in Denver, 


Colo. He had gone there for his 
health. Widow snd daughter sur- 
vive. 





She Loved Him 


Birmingham, Aug. 22. 

I love him and he was going to 
leave me, so I shot him,’ said Mrs. 
Elma Lamb, wife of Mozell Lamb, 
47, medicine show operator. 

The wife shot and killed Lamb 
at West Memphis, Ark., and then 
turned the gun on herself. She was 
taken to a Memphis hospital. 








Pow-Wow’s $2,000 Net 


Tama, Ia., Aug. 22. 

The annual Indian pow-wow, 
staged here in a four-day program 
brought to a close Sunday (21), will 
cash in again this year, as it did 
last when there was a net of over 
$2,000 to split among tribal par- 
ticipants. 

Mesquakie pow-wow this year 
was the 19th annual event. It also 
marked the centennial of the war 
led by Black Hawk. 





Circus’ Race Fight 


Milwaukee, Aug. 22. 

Local police were sent out in riot 
formation when 50 white workers 
with the Ringling show pushed 
several negroes, also employed by 
the circus, off the first section of 
the special as it started for She- 
boygan, the next stop. 

Negroes fought back with sticks 
and stones. Police locked up four 
of them at their own request to 
save them further punishment. 


Col. King Trampled 


Topsfield, Mass., Aug. 22. 

Buffaloes and bulls battled one 
another while being unloaded from 
a King Brothers Rodeo train here. 
Col. Jack W. King, one of the own- 
ers, was trampled. He suffered a 
severe stomach injury. 

One buffalo jumped over a railing 
and charged toward 200 spectators. 
It finally was captured with a lasso. 








DUBUQUE LIFTS BAN 
Dubuque, Ia., Aug. 22. 

Royal American show has broken 
down the carnival ban on this city, 
with the council approving a week, 
Sept. 12-17, at a spot that has been 
banned for years to outdoor outfits. 

It is the Fourth street white way 
that fronts the municipal athletic 
field and a mile long. Ban lifted 
when show representatives told the 
council it wanted the Dubuque date, 
but was unable to find any spot 
large enough to accommodate the 
outfit. 





‘STORM SONG’ AGAIN 


Rebert Newman has begun cast- 
ing another version of Robert 
Buchman’s ‘Storm Song’ for quick 
production. 

Newman produced the play a sea- 
son ago with Francine Larrimore 
heading the cast and folded it on 
the road before reaching New York. 


| 
| 





Wisconsin’s Big Advance 
Milwaukee, Aug. 22. 
Advance sale for the Wisconsin 


SMART R. R. ATTACHES 
SHOW, BUT NO ANIMALS 


Burlington, Ia., Aug. 22. 

For a time it looked as though 
the Dodsons World Fair shows 
would be here indef after the Rock 
Island railroad tied up rides, wagons 
and the power plant under writ of 
attachment for a claim of $1,450. 
Permission to load was finally given 





upon efforts to straighten out the 
financial difficulties arising over 
haulage, 


Carnival company had just com- 
cluded an engagement at the Tri- 
state fair and was breaking up 
when the attachment was slapped 
on. 

Railroad played fox on the at- 
tachment, hooking none of the ani- 
mals, figuring it wanted no feed bill 
on its hands or responsibility for 
livestock. 





KAY BROS. 


Woooster, O., Aug. 13. 
Kay Brothers motorized circus, 
piloted by William Ketrow, veteran 
showman is the largest and best 


show yet to go out under the 
Ketrow management. Playing 
through Ohio and confining its 


route to ‘cities the size usually 
visited by the larger railroad cir- 
cuses. A merchant-ticket tieup in 





all towns visited insures capacity 
at both daily performances and in 
many instances this season extra 
shows were necessary. 

Trick is moving on about 20 
trucks, trailers and house cars. It’s 
presented under a 60-foot top, with 
two 20’s and two 30’s. Personnel, 
including the advance staff, num- 
bers 56. In addition to the big 
show, there is a sideshow-menag- 
erie and a pit show. 

Frank Ketrow, is handling the 
advance, as usual, with a large 
truck, one coupe and two assistants. 
Equipment is in excellent shape 
and all big show props and access- 
ories have been painted twice this 
season. After playing through 
Ohio, show goes into its home state, 
Indiana, and then heads south for 
a long season, closing in the early 
winter. 

Usual entry pageant is dispensed 
with this season and the program 
gets under way immediately at the 
blow of the whistle with a comedy 
acrobat turn by the Millers. Robert 
Ketrow performs next on the flying 
perch, a good novelty, followed by 
comedy juggling by Frank Fortuna, 
a veteran, who also produces the 
clown nu-abers. 

Olive Kadell offers her single 
trapeze number. Fred Burns, who 
works all stock numbers, presents 
a trained pony in one of the rings 
and then on the center stage enter- 
tains with ‘Sparkle,’ educated black 
pony, one of the outstanding bits 
of the show. Burns handles the 
animal capably. 

Jack and Myrtle Miller do credit- 
ably on the roman rings, followed 
by hand balancing and comedy 
juggling by Robert Ketrow on the 
center stage. A neat turn is offered 
on the double traps by Verna and 
Harry Foster, two youngsters. 
Trained dogs are presented by 
Burns on the stage, the canines 
working well under his direction. 
Ponies, dogs and monks provide 
merriment for the kids in one of 
the rings while Bill Miller presents 
his foot juggling turn on the stage. 
Four attractive girls, Misses Miller, 
Foster, Ketrow and Peters, present 
the roman ladder novelty, revived 
by Ketrow, to good applause. 

Ci Kitchie, Jap, another veteran 
of the big tops, holds down a fea- 
ture spot with his head balancing 
and juggling on the trapeze. Mena, 
big female elephant, featured by the 
show, goes through a slow routine, 
followed by a swinging ladder novel- 
ty by Mary Ellen Ketrow; Ketrow 
and Foster, provide many laughs 
with their revolving ladder novelty 
and the Four Millers, acrobatic 
turn, closes the program. 

A 5c. concert keeps most of the 








Pa.’s Silver Lining 





Easton, Pa., Aug. 23. 
Favored with fair weather, 
the Kutztown Fair did good 
business during the past week. 
It was the first fair in Penn- 
sylvania this year, and ran 
from Aug. 16-20 


BILL IN NEB. AGAINST 
OPPOSISH FOR FAIRS 


Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 22. 

Facing an $87,000 deficit hanging 
over from last year, the Nebraska 
State Fair will get going Sept. 3 
and finish in six days for a shorter 
exposition than in previous years. 
The midway will be in charge of 
the Beckmann Gerety Carnival 
while Barnes-Carruthers will have 
the grandstand attractions. 

Acts billed for the grandstand 
show are the Lucky Boys, Curtis 
Dogs and Ponies, La Role Troupe, 
Flying Millers, Florence Four, Mar- 
tini’s accordians and the Schooley 
Winter Garden Revue with A. G. 
Sweet's band. 

Danger of competition from cir- 
cuses making the town just in ad- 
vance of the fair and milking the 
county does not seem likely this 
season. 

A bill is about to be submitted to 
the legislature to bar outside shows 
from cutting in in this manner, not 
only with state, but the county 
fairs of the state. 

















Towners Gambling Loss 
Sloughs Rock City Co. 


Centerville, Ia., Aug. 22. 

Alleged gambling devices at the 
Rock City shows, carny making a 
two weeks’ stand here, seized and 
R. G. McHendrix, manager, Al Fine, 
publicity man, J. C. Francis and 
J. E. Weathers, having show con- 
nections, under bonds of $250 fol- 
lowing arrest by sheriff. 

Jam came on heels of confession 
of O. J. Rude, chain store employee 
who lost $500 in games on the lot 
and who staged a fake store hol4d- 
up in order to cover up account 
shortages. 

The carnival, rained out during 
its stand here the previous week, 
was unable to move and stayed over 
in effort to get funds to make a 
jump. Various concessions quit the 
show during the week, the high 
diver act, a number of freaks and 
the midget show pulling out before 
the gambling raid blow-off. 

A truck load of paraphernalia was 
seized by the officers and the quartet 
under arrest were captured after 
they had tried to flee through the 
field adjoining the carnival, which 
had been refused admission to the 
town, and made its pitch at the cor- 
porate limits. 


CIRCUSES 


(Aug. 22-27) 
Ringling Bros. 


Aug. 22,23, Minneapolis; 24, St. Paul; 
22, Mason City, La.; 26, Sioux Falls; 27, 
Sioux City. 

Sells-Floto 

Aug. 22, Winston-Salem; 23, Raleigh; 
24, Durham; 25, Greensboro; 26, High- 
point; 27 Danville, Va. 

Al G. Barnes 

Aug. 22, San Rafael, Cal.;: 23, Santa 

Rosa; 24, Livermore; 25, Merced; 26, 


Visalia, Cal.; 27, Bakersfield; 


CARNIVALS 


(For Current Week, Aug. 22-27) 
Barker, J. L. (Fair), Platte City. 


28, Ventura. 





'No Midway at N. Y. 
Fair, but a Public 
Wedding Instead 


ee 
midway, 


; 





Syracuse, Aug. 22. 


The old-time with its 
freaks and its girl shows, may be 
banned for the approaching 1932 
New York State Fair, but the man- 
agement is not above resorting to 
a hoary theatrical exploitation gag 
for publicity purposes. 

With Hearst's obliging “Journal- 
tied in, “the world’s 
greatest exposition’’—to use its own 
tag line—will stage a public wed- 
ding with all the mercantile trim- 
mings. Paper conducted the contest 
to determine the lucky pair, select- 
ing Mary Louise Loughnot of Clay 
and Arthur Hughes, Jr., of Syra- 
cuse, from more than 50 duos. 

Nuptials will be solemnized on the 
stage before the grandstand on the 
night of Sept. 10. Fair itself will 
give $50 to the couple. 


American” 





Truck Turns, 6 Hurt 


Cambridge, O., Aug. 12. 
A large baggage truck of the Bos- 
tock Wild Animal circus, piloted by 


James Herron and Fred Buchannan, 
turned over on a hill near here, 
pinning six men beneath heavy 
trunks. All were injured, three se- 
riously. 

Circus was en route from Wheel- 
ing to Cambridge. Most seriously 
injured were Hobart Stangler, 21, 
Roddefield; Pete Hayes, 26, Buck- 
horn, and Earl Gibson, 26, Jamaica 
Postoffice. They are in a hospital 
here. 








LETTERS ° 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mui} Clerk. 
, POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
| CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 





BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
{ ONE ISSUE ONLY 








Bell A R Dick 
Bigelow William 
Byrne Gypsy 


Hodges Jimmie 
Hoilander H 


Kelly Gloria Mae 
Dean Evelyn 

Dewinell Mrs Alb’rt 
Dwinnel Mrs Pearl 


Earl Maud 


Ia Maza Nan 
Lewis Chas E 


Senna Chas 


Handers Thomas Shotton Cissie 


HOLLYWOOD OFFICE 
Blair Mrs J E 
Donlin Mike 


Hernack Cecil Wing Marianne 


CHICAGO OFFICE 
Black John 8 Randall Frederic 
Royd Lewis Rogan & Trigger 
3rent John C 


Parker Alma 


Stafford Jesse 


Sherwood 8 
Clayton Dolores M 
Verobell Mdm 
Johnson Winifred 
Walton Mary 


Noblet Venza White Bob 





MacCarthy Frank 














DOROTHEA ANTEL 





316 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 
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The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTOR 
in the United States 


The only Factory that 
makes any set of Reeds 
made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 
277-279 Celumbus Ave. 


Free Catalogues San_ Francisco, Cal. 








RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 
I—RKO VAUDEVILLE ACTS—7 
JORDON & WOODS, HUBER, 
GASTON PALMER, RAYMOND 
WILBERT and others. 





5 U . Beckman-Gerety (State Fair), Des 

audience in the seats for 30 min-| Mcines (until Sept. 22). 
utes of variety entertainment offered ee, F. H., Shelbyville (Fair). 
by Fred Burns and his trained aie ee Hudson Falls. 

P Castle, Ehrlich & H., Kalamazoo, 
es pon aa bi and a Conklins All Can., North Bay. 
rea ucking mule. ig snow pro- Copping, Harry (Fair), Clarion. 
gram is offered in two rings and Crafts Greater, Fresno. 
one stage, Ketrow show in former Curl, W. S., Springfield, O. 
years had but one ring. Admission eed: Me = a Wellington. 
 . : einpire City, Tazewell. 
is 25c. for adults, 10c. for children] orida Expo. (until Sept. 1). 
and a dime for reserves. Galler (Fair), Monticello, Ky. 

William Ketrow is general man- Click, Wm., Ottawa, Ont. 
ager, with Mrs. Ketrow doing the} Gloth, Trenton. 
purchasing and supervising the ee Amer., Lexington. 
cook house. Frank Peters, has all et ‘denune o teeta Wel 

ov. e => . Jones, Johnny J. (State Fair), Spring- 
concessions and refreshments, | field, Ill. 
George W. Gregory is manager of Landes, J. L. (Fair), LaCygne. 
the sideshow menagerie and Harris pm ose, — ues. Shane 
. sewis, 2 9 3 "es ° Z 8. 
and Ma Hara, are in charge of the Pearson, C. E., Carmi. 
pit show. E Pollie, Salem. 

Show is using much newspaper Rubin & Cherry, Manitowac, Wis. 
space in the dailies and at most Sol’s Liberty (Fair), Franklin, Ind. 
every town receives good after- roe ge ef gt Ak ah Red Lion. 
notices. Weer, J. C. (Fair), Marshall, Mich, 

West, W. E. (Fair), Bertrand, l! 





—ON THE SCREEN— 


‘AMERICAN MADNESS’ 














MISS LA ROSE IMPROVED 
Atlantic City, Ang. 22. 








State Fair to be held here Aug. 29 
to Sept. 3 is three times that of 
former years. 

Increase is due to co-operation of 





Roxy LaRose, aerialist, who was 
injured when she fell from a trapeze 
while performing on the Steel Pier, | 

| 


merchants all over the city who are | was reported as in fair condition at 


displaying window cards. They of- 
fer a 50c. admission ticket for 40c. 
26. 


Her partner, Irene Herger, fell to 


city hospital here. 


her 





death. ‘ 





INSTITUTION of INTERNATIONALE 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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OLSEN AND JOHNSON KILLED 





2-Act Partners for 17 Years; 


First Appeared 


as Team in Cafe 








New York, Aug. 20. 

Olsen and Johnson, vaudeville’s 
noisiest bedlamites, have almost 
earned the nom de plume of ‘the 
modern McIntyre ard Heath,’ an 
upbroken partnership of 17 years. 
During this time they have played 
continually on Keith-Orpheum and 
its various meatmorphosis without 
playing a competitive circult save 
the first year of this colorful team's 
combine. 

These business men funsters have 
survived the cycles of show business 
from the ‘GITNEY SHOW NICK- 
ELODEON” to the Palatial Roxy 
CathederiaL 

An impersonal greenroom conver- 

sation revealed the interesting facts 
that O and J recall when Morton 
Downey was the Silver Tencr with 
the Leviathan Band; Bing Crosby 
first sang in their show, ‘Monkey 
Business’; Nate Burns, of Burns and 
Allen, when he glorified an earlier 
spot; Rubinoff, when his fiddie en- 
hanced the Quixet Quintet; Ben 
Bernie; when Phil Baker, the Baker 
of Bernie and Baker, just played a 
good accordion (they both now are 
doing very well); Jack Oakie, when 
he was worried whether O and J 
would [nclude him in their after- 
piece when he was ‘the Company’ 
of McConnel, Simpson and Co.; 
ether boys who have since survived 
the test, such as Chester Morris, 
Clark Gable,.James Cagney, Geo. 
Raft, Buster Keaton. 
_ They have seen the youngster of 
yesterday emerge into the STAR of 
TODAY; they have watched show 
business go from art to a profession, 
from a profession to a business, 
from a business to a nightmare, and 
from ce nightmare to every man for 
himself. 


PALACE, CHI, RECORDS 
SMASHED WEEK AUG. 6 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 

Over 65,000-odd people (more 
than wete. nominated at Democratic 
convention) paid good money to see 
alleged comedy of Olsen and John- 
son, two boys who do nothing and 
get paid for it. 

Attendance and boxoffice receipts 
broke all house records, Olsen and 
Johnsen broke down and wept, and 
audience broke into gales of laugh- 
ter. 
In appreciation Palace manage- 
ment presented O. & J. with em- 
blems. Emblems solid silver, until 
proved otherwise. 
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FAIR DINKUM—BONZA 


Acknowledgments 


New York, Aug. 20. 

On our MONUMENT of AP- 
PRECIATION we have en- 
graved M. H. Aylesworth, John 
Royal, John V. Reber, Robert 
Colwell, Weeden & Schultz, 
Hazel Flynn, Johnny John- 
stone, George Engles, Gordon 
Thompson, Martin Beck, H. B. 
Franklin, ‘ROXY,’ Geo. God- 
frey, M. C. A., Frank Burk, 
N. J. Blumberg and Our 
Padded Ceil Playmates, Rudy 
Vallee and Grahame McNamee. 














Portrait of a Man 
After Listening te 
Olsen and Johnson 


Peru, Ind., Aug. 20. 

What the dickens made the peo- 
ple laugh at those two muggs? What 
the dickens made me laugh?... 
Name me three strong nouns.’ 
‘Limburger, garlic and onions!’ 
What's so funny about that?... 
Well, I suppose it's just as they say, 
those two fellows were born idiots 
and then went crazy...All those 
things they said keep running 
through my mind. ‘When you got 
to go you got to go.’ ‘More fun, 
more laughs, more skulls crushed.’ 
Tm Napoleon, I'm a union man.’ 
Gee, I think I'm going crazy myself. 

I wonder if it’s true that the In- 
come tax collector questioned that 
item about $4,000 a year for guns 
and ammunition. I hear it turned 
out to be O. K. at that. Gee, he 
ought to see the act. I mean, he 
ought to HEAR the act. Bang! 
Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! 


Squeaky? Why do they call him 
the little man on the horse? Is it 


.| because they play horses every time 


they have an oid gag they want to 
pall?...‘Can you Imagine anyone 
going te bed with his shoes on?’ 
‘Going to bed with his shoes on: 
Who does that? ‘My horse!’... 
Horses. horses, horses, crazy over 
horses...anything for a horse 
laugh! 

And watch the dill pickles float 
out on the tide’...that’s a beautiful 
song!. It's getting people. I went 
to a patriotic rally the other night 
and [ heard a man sing, ‘Oh, say, 
can you see...the dill pickles float 
on the tide.’ 

"This is Olsen’...‘and Johnson’... 
What am I giggling about? More 
fun, more laughs, more skulls 
crushed...There! I've gone and 





DINK ! QIE 


crushed my own...More fun! 


I wonder what they like about | o¢ 





ALL AIR-YAUDE 
FANS. STUNNED 


Latest Wire Reports 138 
Dead, 804 Wounded in 
Air’s Greatest Disaster 


OFFICIALS SILENT 





The Olsen and Johnson killing 
has aroused the nation. Great mys- 
tery surrounds the entire affair and 
all efforts to contact NBC officials 
were met with a strictly “hands off 
policy. 

The district attorney in a late 
hour conference with newspaper 
men insisted that the killing of 
Olsen and Johnsen must stop. 

Olsen and Johnson killed, he de- 
clared, at least a dozen innoceut 
standbyers on éach of their first 
three radio programa. . 

‘From grin repears to grim re- 
pears,’ was the way one correspond- 
ent put it after reading over Olsen 
and Johnson's mortality list on the 
Fleischmann Yeast hour each 
Thursday night. The number un- 
officially stands at 138 dead and 804 
wounded, with 13 precincts not yet 


in, 
Good to Their Folks 

It is alleged that Olsen and John- 
son's brand of radio humor is punc- 
tuated at intervals with first degree 
murder, second degree boy scouts, 
third degree -tactics, 32d degree so- 
and so’s and 99 degrees Fahren- 
helt. 

The Society for Contributing to 
the Delinquency of Mental Sanity 
urges that immediate steps be taken 
to curb the rapidly increasing tend- 
exicy on the part of these two fun- 
sters toward glorifying macabre 
humor. 

Janitors of the vaudeville _the- 
atres where Olsen and Johnson have 
played contend that sweeping out 
a house ordinarily is tough enough, 
but the bodies of laugh victims 
after an O. & J. supper show silay- 
ing make it much tougher. 

‘Fun Without Death’ is the war 
ery for the Legion for Abatement 
Queer Noises. But the boys still 
insist on shooting the works. 
(CONTINUED AT THE PALACE) 


Society Note 
Beechhurst, L. L, Aug. 20. 

The theatrical colony here has 
been enhanced by the presence of 
Joseph Griffin, with his family. 

Griffin, who was Publix ace pro- 
duction man in Detroit also han- 
dling legitimate productions, has 
been signed by Olsen and Johnson 
for a series of presentation produc- 
tions. 








He Knew Nuts 


Brazil, Aug. 6. 
Senior asked Junior while 
passing a confectionery store 
what kind of nuts he wished. 
Junior absentmindedly said, 
‘Olsen and Johnson.’ 
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Picts, Vande, Radio Keeping 
Qlsen and Johnson Worried 








Doing Good Deeds 


Many requests are being re- 
ceived to change the time of 
the Olsen and Johnson broad- 
cast to 7:30 p. m. Mothers 
think that threatening to turn 
on the radio at this time will 
frighten little children into go- 
ing to sleep. This will algo as- 
sure &@ more pleasant program 
for the remainder of the even- 
ing. 


Anything Can Happen 
When Two Westerners 
Hit Eastern Shores 


By JACK OSTERMAN 
Special Eastern Staff Writer Variety 


Two fellows resembling cowboys 
arrived in town for their Palace 
debut. 

Their names—Olsen and Johnson. 

These two boys, who own 90 per 
cent of the West, are now here mus- 
cling in on Eastern territory. 
Whether the mob will let them get 
away with it remains to be seen, 
They have some new material writ- 
ten especially for them by the. prin- 
cipal keeper at Mattewan. They 
broadcast for Fleischmann’s Yeast, 
using the product also, which ex- 
plains their healthy appearance. 
Vallee still uses a megaphone, which 
explains nothing. Good luck, boys— 
And in case you've forgotten, the 
Palace is on 47th St. and Broadway. 


Police Record 


First met—In Witmarks’ old Chi- 
eago office. 

First agent—Jake Sternad and 
Sam Kramer. 

First appearance together—North 
American restaurant, Chicago, pro- 
prietors of which were Abe and 
Ben Frank. 

First vaude appearance—Mabel 
theatre, Chicago. 

First author—J. Brandon Walsh. 

First eastern agent—H. Bart 
McHugh. 

First $1,000—From Kelth and 
Orpheum, 

First production—‘Monkey Busi-. 
ness.’ 

First production abroad — ‘Tip 
Toes’ (Australia). 

First film offer rejécted—'Gold 
Diggers’ (WB). 

First film offer accepted—‘See 
Naples and Die’ (WB). 

First radio contract—Fleischmann 
hour. 

First time ‘starring’ contract re- 
jected—Pathe (1930). 

Favorit authors—Grant Garrett, 
John P. Medbury, Harry Grannit, 




















New York, Aug. 20. 

Olsen and Johnson are contracted 
to do a series of feature pictures 
arranged by John Schultz during 
his stay In Hollywood, ; 
Most people would be saticefied 
with a good healthy picture con-' 
tract, but not Olsen and Johnson. 
Besides the pictures, a tour of 26 
weeks starting with RKO Aug. % 
at the Palace, New York. Their 
radio contract, which started July 7, ' 
starring them on a weekly program | 
every Thursday night from 8 to 9 
over WEAF on the fleischmana | 
Yeast hour with Rudy Vallee and, 
his Connecticut Yankees, continues 
indefinitely, : 

So little work being attached to 
the above assignments, amounting 
to over one-quarter of a million 
dollars, the boys stepped out and 
signed to make three shorts on the 
side. : 
Lucky picture companies? 
Lucky vaudeville circuit? 
Lucky Fleischmann hour? 
Lucky Olsen and Johnsont 


0. & J’S VAUDE ACT 
COMPRISES 45 PEOPLE 


Bata and Bessie Kappelie, sister 
team; Ford, Marshal and Jones,’ 
three colored dancers; Happy 
Moor, @ small tot, 6 feet 3 inchea,' 
age 18, weighing 476 pounds, with 
his sidekick, Emil Shy, who ts 3 feet 
6 inches tall, 48 pounds, without 
mentiuning his age; Miss Lytéll, 
starred in many musical comedies; 
chorus of 12 rosebuds from a gar- 
gen of shrinking violets; Speedy 
Pattergon, faster than lightning; 
Holtg Kids, sensational dance 
team; George Moore, Sydney Gib- 
son, Harry Adler with his animal 
fmitations, Henrietta Dunnat the 
black blues singer; also Eubie 
Blake and his 12 Harlem maniace 
supplying the music. 

Olsen and Johnson also appear. 














OLSEN 
i 
JOHNSON 


and Their Atrocities of 1932 
With Company of 46 
This Week (Aug. 30) 


RKO Palace, New York 


Personal Managemans 
JOHN SCHULTZ 











Dean Collings and College Humor. 
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